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THE SECOND BOOK 



OF 



THE FAERIE QUEENE 



OOHTATHIHO 



THE LEGEND OF SIB CFUTON, OB 07 TEMPEBAimCE. 



CANTO VII. 



Gnyon findea Mammon in a delve,^ 
Sunmng his threasure hore ; 

Is by him tempted, and led downe 
To see his secrete store. 

As pBot well expert in perilous wave, 
That to a stedfast starre his course hath hent, 
When foggy mistes or cloudy tempests have 
The faithfuU light of that fayre lampe yblent,* 
And cover'd heaven with hideous dreriment ^ ; 
Upon his card and compas firmes ^ his eye, 

* DdvBj cave. ' Drerinuntf darkness. 

* ThUntf obscured. ^ Fimus, firmly fixes. 
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The maysters of his long experiment. 
And to them does the steddy helme apply. 
Bidding his winged vessell fiurely forward fly : 

II. 
So Guyon haying lost fab tnislie Cruydei 
Late left beyond that Ydle Lake, proceedes 
f et on his way, of none accompanyde ; 
And evennoie bimselfe with comfort feedes 
Of his own vertues and praise-worthie deedes. 
So, long he yode,^ yet no adventure found, 
Which Fame of her shrill trompet worthy reedes ® : 
For still he traveild through wide wastfiill^ giound, 
That nought but desert wildemesse shewd all around. 

III. 
At last he came unto a glocxny glade, 
Cover'd with boughes and shrubs from heavens light, 
Whereas he sitting fiiund in secret shade 
An uncouth, salvage, and uncivile Wight, 
Of griesly hew and jbwle Ul-favour'd sight ; 
His face with smoke was tand, and &es were bleard. 
His head and beard with sout ^ were ill bedight,^ 
HSs cole-blacke hands did seeme to have ben seard 
In smythes fire-spitdng forge, and nayles like clawes appeard. 

IV. 
His yron cote, all overgrowne with rust. 
Was underneath enveloped with gold ; 
Whose glistring glosse, darkned with filthy dust. 
Well yet appeared to have beene of old 

* Yode, went. * Souti soot 

* Reedesj deems. * HI hedightf disfiguied. 
' WagtfuU, uninhabited. 



I. 7. — 7%s maygiers qf Ma long ezperimmt.] His groidM in the \<mg 
voyage he is tiying. 



C. yil. THfi FAXRIK QUEENS. 9 

A woifce of rich enlayle ^ and curious mould. 
Woven with antickes^ and wyld ymagery: 
And in his lap a masse of coyne he ft^^ 
And taned upside downe, to feede his eye 
And covetous desire with his huge threascoy^ 

V. 
And round about him lay on every side 
Great heapes of g(dd that nevet could be spent ; 
Of which some were <rude owre,^ not puriidtt 
Of ^ Mulcibers devouring eiement ; 
Some others were new (kiven, and distent^ 
Into great ingowes ^ mid to wedges square ; 
Some in round {dates withouten momnieat^: 
But most were stampt, uid in their metal bare 
The antique shapes ot kings and Kesats stmoig and fare. 

VI. 
Soone as he Guyon saw, in great affiight 
And haste he rose for to remove aside 
Those pretious Mis from strauagew envious sight, 
And downe them poured through an hole iuU wide 
Into the hollow eardi, them there to hide : 
But Guyon, lighdy to him leaping, stayd 
His hand that trembled as one terrifyde ; 
And though himselfe were at the sight dismayd, 
Yet him perforce restraynd, and to him doubtfull ® sayd ; 

vn. 
" What art thou, Man, (if man at all thou art,) 
That here in desert hast thine habitaunce,^ 
And these rich hils of welth doest hide apart 

* Enta^, inlay ; mtagUa, * Ingowes^ ingots. 
*^ JhUickes, fantastic figures. ' MoniTnaUf stamp. 
' Otore, oTe. * Doubf/uU^feBxM, 

* Off by. * HakUmaue, dwelling. 

* Ditimttf beaten out. 
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From the woddes e^e, and from her right usaiince? " 
Thereat, with stanng eyes fixed askaunce, 
In great disdaine he answerd ; ^^ Hardy Elfe, 
That darest view my direful countenaunce ! 
I read ^ thee rash and heedlesse of thyselfe. 
To trouble my still seate and heapes of pretious pelfe. 

VUI. 
" God of the woild and worldlings I me call. 
Great Mammon, greatest god below the skye, 
That of my plenty poure out unto all, 
And unto none my graces do enir^e : 
Riches, renowme, and principality. 
Honour, estate, and all this worldes good, 
For which men swmck ^ and sweat incessantly, 
Fro me do flow into an ample flood. 
And in the hollow earth have their etemall brood. 

IX. 

" Wherefore if me thou deigne to serve and sew,^ 
At thy commaund lo ! all these mountames bee ; 
Or if to thy great mind, or greedy vew. 
All these may not suflise, there shall to thee 
Ten times so much be nombred ^ ii*ancke and firee." 
" Mammon," said he, " thy godheads vaunt is vaine, 
And idle ofiers of thy golden fee ; 
To them that covet such eye-glutting gaine 
Proflfer thy ^es, and fitter servaunts entertame. 

X. 

" Me ill besits,* that in derdoing ® armes 

1 Read, deem. * Nombred, counted out. 

' Swincky toil. * Besits, becomes. 

' Sewy follow. ' Derdoingy doing bold deeds. 



IX. 6. — Thy godheads vaunt.'] The boast you make of your diyinity. 
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And honours suit my vowed dayes do spend. 
Unto thy bounteous baytes and pleasing channes. 
With which weake men thou witchest, to attend ; 
Regard of worldly mucke * doth fowly blend * 
And low abase the high heroicke spright, 
That ioyes for crownes and kingdomes to contend ; 
Faire shields, gay steedes, bright armes, be my delist ; 
Those be the riches fit for an advent'rous Ejiight." 

XI. 
" Vaine glorious Elfe," saide he, " doest not thou weet,^ 
That money can thy wantes at will supply ? 
Shields, steeds, and armes, and all things for thee meet, 
It can purvay in twincklmg of an eye; 
And crownes and kingdomes to thee multiply. 
Do not I kings create, and throw the crowne 
Sometimes to him that low in dust doth ly. 
And him that raignd into his rowme thrust downe ; 
And, whom I lust,^ do heape with glory and renowne ? '' 

XII. 
" All otherwise," saide he, " I riches read,^ 
And deeme them roote of all disquietnesse ; 
First got with guile, and then preserv'd with dread, 
And after spent with pride and lavishnesse. 
Leaving behind them griefe and heavinesse : 
Infinite mischiefes of them doe arize ; 
Strife and debate, bloodshed and bittemesse. 
Outrageous wrong and hellish covetize ; 
That noble heart, as great dishonour, doth despize. 

Xlir. 
" Ne thine be kmgdomes, ne the scepters thme ; 

> Mucke f wealth ; literally , dirt. ' Blendy blemiah. 

' Wut^ know. * Lustj please. * Read^ regard. 
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But realmes and rulers thou doest both coofiiUDd, 
And loyall truth to tieason doest mcline: 
Witnesse the giuldesse blood pouid oft on ground ; 
The crowned often slaine ; the slayer ciound ; 
The sacred diademe in peeces rent ; 
And purple robe garod with many a wound ; 
Casdes surprizd-; great cities sackt and br^it ^ : 
So mak'st thou kings, and gayuest wrongfidl govenunent 1 

XIV. 

^^Long were to tell the troublous stormes that tosse 
The private state, and make the life unsweet : 
Who swelling sayles in Caspian sea doth crosse, 
And in ftayle wood on Adrian gulf doth fleet, 
Doth not, I weene, so many evils meet." 
Then Mammon wexing wroth ; " And why then," sayd, 
^' Are mortall men so fond and undiscreet 
So evill thing to seeke unto their ayd ; 
And, having not, complaine : and, having it, npbrayd ? " 

XV. 

" Indeed," quoth he, " through fowle intemperaunce, 
Frayle men are oft captiv'd to covetise : 
But would they diinke with how small allowaunce 
Untroubled nature doth herselfe suffise, 
Such superfluities they would despise. 
Which with sad cares empeach ^ our native ioyes. 
At the well-head the purest streames arise ; 
But mucky ^ filth hi& braunching armes annoyes, 
And with uncomely weedes the gentle wave accloyes.* 



^ Brent, burned. ' Mueky^ poUuting. 

' Empeack, hinder. * Acdoyes, chokes. 

XIV. 4. — On Adarian guffJi The Adriatio sea. 
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XVI. 

^^ The antique world, in his first jSowring youth^ 
Fownd no defect m hb Creators grace ; 
But with ^ad thankes, and unreproved^ truth, 
The guifis of soverabe bounty did embrace : 
like angeb life was then mens happy cace : 
But later ages pride, like corn-fed steed, 
Abusd her plenty and fat-swolne encreace 
To all licentious lust, and gan exceed 
The measure of her meane^ and naturall first need. 

xvn. 

" Then gan a cursed hand the quiet wombe 
Of his great grandmother with Steele to wound, 
And the hid tieasures in her sacred tombe 
With sacriledge to dig : Therein he fownd 
Fountaines of gold and silver to abownd, 
Of which the matter of his huge de^re 
And pompous pride eftsoones ^ he did compownd ; 
Then Avarice gan through his veines bspire 
His greedy flames, and kindled life-devouring fire." 

xvm. 

^^ Sonne," said he then, " lett be ^ thy bitter soome, 
And leave the rudenesse of that antique age 
To them, that liVd therin in state forlome. 
Thou, that doest live in later times, must wage ^ 
Thy workes for wealth, and life for gold engage. 
If then thee list my offied grace to use. 
Take what thou please of all this surplusage ® ; 
K thee list not, leave have thou to r^se : 
But thing fefiised doe not afterward accuse." 

1 Unrtpraoedj blameleas. ^ LeU be, leave off. 

* Meane^ moderate portion. ^ Wage^ pledge. 

* IjftBooms, immediately. * Surplusage^ ezoen. 

VOL. n. 2 
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XIX. 

<< Me list not," said the Elfin Knight, ^^ receave 
Thing offied, till I know it well be gott ; 
Ne wote ^ I but thou didst these goods bereave 
From rightfull owner by unrighteous lott. 
Or that blood-guiltinesse or guile them blott." 
" Perdy,* " quoth he, " yet never eie did vew, 
Ne tong did tell,^ ne hand these handled not ; 
But safe I have them kept in secret mew ^ 
From hevens sight and powie of al which th^n pouisew." 

XX. 

" What secret place," quoth he, " can safely hold 
So huge a masse, and hide fix>m heavens eie ? 
Or where hast thou thy wonne,* that so much gold 
Thou canst preserve fiom wrong and robbery ? " 
" Come thou," quoth he, " and see." So by and by 
Through that thick covert he him led, and fownd 
A darksome way, which no man could descry, 
That deep descended through the hollow grownd, 
And was with dread and horror compassed arownd. 

XXI. 
At length they came into a larger space, 
That stretcht itselfe into an ample pla3me ; 
Through which a beaten broad high way did trace. 
That streight did lead to Plutoeg griesly rayne *: 
By that wayes side there sate mfemall Payne, 
And fast beside him sat tumultuous Strife ; 
The one in hand an yron whip did strajne, 
The other brandished a bloody knife ; 
And both did gnash their teeth, and both did threaten Life. 

> Wote, know. ^ Mew, hiding-plaoe. 

' Perdy^ in truth. * Wonne, dwelling. 

' Tdl, count. * Ao^iMy reign, or realm. 
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XXIl. 

On th' other side in one consort there sate 
Cruell Revenge, and rancorous Despight, 
Disloyall Treason, and hart-burning Hate ;. 
But gnawing Gealosy, out of their sight 
Sitting alone^ his bitter lips did bight ; 
And trembling Feare still to and fro did fly, 
And found no place wher safe he shroud him might : 
Lamenting ScMTow did in darknes lye ; 
And Shame his ugly face did hide fix>m Uving eye. 

XXIII. 
And over th^m sad Horror with grim hew 
Did alwaies sore, beating his yron wings ; 
And aft^ him owles and night-ravens flew, 
The hatefiill messengers of heavy things, 
Of death and dolor ^ telling sad tidings ; 
Whiles sad Celeno, ^tting on a clifie, 
A song of bale ^ and bitter sorrow smgs, 
That hart of flint asonder could have rifte ^ ; 
Which having ended after him she flyeth swifie. 

XXIV. 
All these before the gates of Pluto lay ; 
By whom they passing spake unto them nought 
But th' Elfin Knight with wonder all the way 
Did feed his eyes, and fild his inner thought. 
At last him to a little dore he brought. 
That to die gate of hell, which gaped wide, 
Was next adioyning, ne them parted ought : 

* Dciior, grief. • BaZe, woe. * Rifte^ riven. 

XXIL 1. — In one consort.'] Together. 

XXIII. 6. — Sad CdenoJ] Cdem was the name of one of the har- 
pies. 

XXIV . 7. — JVe Ihem parUd ought.] Nor did any thing (aught) part 
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Betwixt them both was but a litle stride, 
That did the House of Richesse &om bell-inouth diride. 
xsv. 
Before the d<n« 9at selfe-consunung Care, 
Day and night keei»ng w^ watch and waid. 
For feare least Fwce w Fraud ^lould unaware 
Breake m, and spoile the treasure there in gard : 
Ne would he suffer Sleepe once thedier-ward 
AppFoch, albe^ his drowsy den were next ; 
Fot next to Death is Sleepe to he compard ; 
Therefore his house b unto his annext : [twext. 

H^e Sleep, there Richesse, and hel-gate them both be- 
XXVI. 
So soon as ManunoD there airivd, the dore 
To him did op«i and a&>orded way : 
Him followed eke Sr Guycm evermore, 
Ne darimesse him ne daung^ might <&may. 
Soone as he entred was, the dore streigbtway 
Did shutt, and &om behind it forth ih^re lept 
An Ugly Feend, more fowie then ' dismal! day ; 
The which with moostrous stalke behind him stept. 
And ever as he went dew watch upon htm kept. 
XXVII. 
Well hoped hee, ere long that hardy Guest, 
If ever covetous hand, or lustfiill eye, 
Or lips he layd on thing that likt him best, 
Or ever sleepe his de-strings did untye. 
Should be his pray : And th»«fore stilt on hye 
He over him did hdd his cruell clawes, 

■ .dUe, althoagh. ■ lim, tiua. 

them. The door of the house of Riches wu so ne&r the gates of H«U, 
that tbeie might be said to be oo space between them. 
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Threatning with greedy gripe to doe him dye. 
And rend in peeces with his ravenous pawes. 
If ever he transgrest the iatall Stygian lawes. 

XXVIII. 
That Houses ferme within was lude and strong, 
Lyke an huge cave hewne out of rocky clifie^ 
From whose rough vaut ^ the ragged breaches^ hong 
Embost with massy gold of gbrious guifte,' 
And with rich metall k>aded ev^ ride, 
That heavy ruine they did seeme to threatt ; 
And over diaxi Arachne high did lifte 
Her cunning web, and spread her subtile nett, 
Enwraj^d in fowle smoke and clouds more black than iett* 

XXIX. 

Both roofe, and floore, and walls, weste all of gold, 
But overgrowne with dust and old decay, 
And hid in darimes, that none could behold 
The hew thereof: for vew of chereiiill day 
Did never in ifaat House itselfe display, 
But a fekit shadow c^ uncert^ light ; 
Such as a lamp, whose life does fiide away ; 
Or as the moone, cloatfaed with clowdy night. 
Does shew to hkn that walkes in feare and sad affiight. 



In aM Ifaat rowme was nothing to be seene 
But huge great yron chests, and cc^rs strong. 
All bard with double bends,^ that none could weene 
Them to enforce by wlence or wrong ; 
On eveiy mde ibey placed were alcxig. 
But all the grownd with sculs was scattered 

1 Vmti, vavh. • BrMMto, piojectiiig p<nnt8 of rook. 

> Glormugu^, lieh fwOity. « Bemb, boulik 

2* 
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And dead mens bones^ which round about were flong ; 
Whose lives, it seemed, whilome ^ there were shed, 
And tlieir vile carcases now left unburied. 

XXXI. 

They forward passe ; Ne Guyon yet spoke word. 
Till that they came unto an yron dore, 
Which to them opened of his owne accord. 
And shewd of richesse such exceeding store, 
As eie of man did never see before, 
Ne ever could within one place be fownd. 
Though all the wealth, which is or was of yore, 
Could gatherd be through aU the world arownd, 
And that above were added to that under grownd, 

XXXII. 
The charge thereof unto a covetous Spright 
Commaimded was, who thereby did attend. 
And warily awaited day and night. 
From other covetous Feends it to defend. 
Who it to rob and ransacke did intend. 
Then Mammon, turning to that Wairiour, said ; 
" Loe, here the worldes Wis ! loe, here the end. 
To which al men do ayme, rich to be made ! 
Such grace now to be happy is before thee laid." 

XXXIII. 
« Cert€s,2 " sayd he, " I n'ill 3 thine offi«d grace, 
Ne to be made so happy doe intend ! 
Another blis before mine eyes I place. 
Another happines, another end. 
To them, that list, these base regardes I lend : 

» WhUome, formerly. « Certes, certainly. » JCm^ will not hav6. 

XXXni. 5. — These hose regardes I tend."] * I leave these low objects.' 
Bsgardes here means something requiring or soliciting attention. 
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But I in aimes, and in atchievements brave^ 
Do rather choose mj flitting houres to spend. 
And to be lord of those that riches have, 
Then ^ th^si to have mj selfe, and be their servile sclave.'' 

XXXIV. 
Thereat the Feend his gnaidiing teeth did grate. 
And griev'd, so long to lacke his greedie pray ; 
For well he weened that so glorious bayte 

a«^ r-.m ' 

Would tempt his Guest to take thereof assay ^ : 
Had he so doen, he had him snatcht away 
More light dian culver ^ in the faulcons fist : 
Etemall God thee save fix>m such decay ! 
But, whenas Mammon saw his purpose mist, 
Hbn to entrap unwares another way he wist.^ 

XXXV. 

Theoce, forward he him ledd and shortly brought 
Unto another rowme, whose dare forthright 
To him did open as it had beene taught : 
Hierein an hundred raunges weren pight,^ 
An hundred foumaces all bummg bright ; 
By every fefumace many Feends did byde, 
Deformed creatures, horrible in sight ; 
And every Feend his busie paines applyde 
To mdt the gdden metall, ready to be tiyde. 

XXXVL 
One with great bellowes gathered filling ayre, 
And with forst wind the fewell did inflame ; 
Another did the dying bronds repayre 
With yron tongs^ and iq>rinckled ofle the same 
With liquid waves, fiers Vulcans rage to tame, 

* Thenyihan. « IRrt, knew, eontrnFed. 

* J8s9ayj triaL * Pig^^f pitied. 
' ChZmt, pigeon. 
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Who, maystring ^ them, renewd his foimer heat : 
Some scumd the drosse that fiom the metall came ; 
Some stird the molten owre with ladles great : 
And every one did swincke,^ and every one did sweat. 

f J /xxxvn. / 

But, when an earthly wisht they present saw 
Glistring in armes and battailous aray, 
From their whot ^ work they did themselves withdraw 
To wonder at the sight ; for, till that day. 
They never creature saw that cam that way : 
Their staring eyes sparckling with fervent fyre 
And ugly shapes did ni^ the Man dismay, 
That, were it not for shame, he would retjrre ; 
1111 that him thus bespake ^w soverame lord and syie: 

xxxvin. 
'^ Behold, thou Faeries sonne, widi mortaQ eye. 
That living eye before did never see I 
The thing that thou didst crave so eamesdy, 
To weet ^ whence all the wealth late shewd by mee 
Proceeded, lo ! now is reveald to thee. 
Here is the fountaine of the worldes good 1 
Now therefore, if thou wilt enriched bee, 
Avise thee * well, and chaunge thy wilfoll mood ; 
Least thou perhaps hereafter wish, and be withstood.'' 

XXXIX. 

^^ SufBse it then, thou Money-god," quoth hee, 

** That all thine ydle offers I refose. 

AU that I need I have ; what needeth mee 

To covet more then I have cause to use ? 

With such vaine siiewes thy worldUnges vjrle abase ; 

* Mm^Mng^ niasterm;, or subduing. * Aoindb, toil. 

' What^ hot. 4 W^^y know. * Atku t&M, consider. 
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But give me leave to follow mine emprise.^ " 
Mammon was much displeasd, yet no'te ^ he chuse 
But beare the rigour of his bold mesprise ^ ; 

And thence him forward ledd, him forther to &a6ae. 

XL. 
He brought him, through a daiksom narrow strajrt, 
To a broad gate all built of beatai gold : 
The gate was open ; but therein did vmjt 
A sturdie Villein, stryding stiffe and bold. 
As if the Highest God defy he would : 
In his right hand an yion club he held, 
But he himselfe was all of golden mould, 
Tet had bodi life and s^ice, and well could weld 

That cursed weapon, when his cruell foes he queld. 

XLl. 

Disdayne he called was, and did disdayne 
To be so cald, and who so did him call : 
Sterne was his looke, and foil of stomacke ^ vayne ; 
Hb portaunce ^ terrible, and stature tall, 
Far passing th' bight of men terrestriall ; 
like an huge gyant of the Titans race ; 
That made him scome all creatures great and smaU, 
And with his pride all others powre deface : 
More fitt emongst black fiendes then ^ men to have his place. 

XLII. 
Soone as those glitterand armes he did espye, 
That with their brightnesse made that darimes light, 
I£s harmefoll club he gan to hurtle "^ bye, '* 

And threaten batteill to the Faery Knight ; 
Who likewise gan himsdfe to batteill dight,^ 

^ Emprise, enterprise. ' Portaunce, deportment. 

* JWUf could not. ' Then, than. 

' Mesprise^ contempt. ^ Hurtle, raise. 

^ Stomacke, haughtinesB. " Dight, prepare. 
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Till Mammon did his hasty hand withhold, 
And counseld him abstaine fix>m perilous fight ; 
For nothing might abash the Villem bold, 
Ne mortall Steele emperce his miscreated mould. 

XLIII. 

So having him with reason pacifyde, 
And that fiers Carle commaunding to fi»4>eare, 
He brought him in. The rowme was large and wyde. 
As it some gyeld ^ or solerane temple weare ; 
Many great golden pillours did upbeare 
The massy roofe, and riches huge sustayne ; 
And every pillour decked was fiill deare^ 
With crownes, and diademes, and titles vaine, 
Which mortall princes wore whiles they on earth did rayne. 

XLIV. 
A route of people there assembled were, 
Of every sort and nation under skye, 
Which with great uprore preaced ^ to draw nere 
To th' upper part, where was advaunced hye 
A stately siege* of soveraine maiestye ; 
And thereon satt a Woman gorgeous gay, 
And richly cladd in robes of royaltye. 
That never earthly prince in such aray 
His glory did enhaunce, and pompous pryde display. 

XLV. 
Her face right wondrous faire did seeme to bee, 
That her broad beauties beam great brightnes threw 
Through the dim shade, that all men might it see ; 
Yet was not jjiat same her owne native hew. 
But wrought by art and counterfetted shew. 
Thereby more lovers unto her to call ; 

} Gydd, guild, hall. » Preaced, piessed. 

• Deare, richlj. * SUge, seat. 
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Natb'lesse most hevenly &ire in deed and vew 
She by creation was, till she did fall ; 
Thenceforth she sought for helps to cloke her crime withall. 

XL VI. 
There, as m glistiing glory she did sitt, 
She hdd a great gold chaine ylincked well, 
Wbose upper end to highest heven was knitt, 
And lower part did reach to lowest hell ; 
And all that preace ^ did rownd about her ^well 
To catehen hold of that long chaine, thereby 
To climbe aloft, and others to excell : 
That was Amlntion, rash desire to sty,^ 
And eveiy linck thereof a step of dignity. 

XLVIl. 
Some thought to raise themselves to high degree 
By riches and unrighteous reward ; 
Some by close shouldring ^ ; some by flatteree ; 
Others through Jfiiendes ; others for base regard ; 
And all, by wrong waies, for themselves prepard : 
Those, that were up themselves, kept others low ; 
Those, that were low themselves, held others hard, 
Ne suffied them to ryse or greater grow ; 
But every one did strive his fellow downe to throw. 

XL VIII. 
Which whenas Guyon saw, he gan mquire, 
What meant that preace ^ about that Ladies throne, 
And what she was that did so high aspyte ? 
Km Mammon answered ; " That goodly one. 
Whom all that folke with such contention 
Doe flock about, my deare, my daughter is : 
Honour and dignitie from her alone 

> Preace, pxeM. * Sty, soar. * Close Ounddring, hard pushing. 
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Derived are, and all this worldes blis, 
For which ye men doe strive ; few gett, but many ifiis ; 

XLIX. 
" And fiijnre Philotime she rightly hight/ 
The fairest wight that wonneth ^ under skie. 
But that this darksom neather world her light 
Doth dim with horror and deformity, 
Worthie of heven and hye felicitie, 
From whence the gods have her for envy thrust : 
But, sith ^ thou hast found fiivour in mine eye^ * 
Thy spouse I will her make, if that thou lust ^ ; 
That she may thee advance for works and merits iust»" 

L. 

" Gramercy,* Mammon,*' said the gende Knight, 
" For 90 great grace and offied high estate ; 
But I, that am iS^e flesh and earthly wight, 
Unworthy match for such immortall mate 
Myselfe well wote,^ and mine unequall fate : 
And were I not, yet is my trouth yplight,''^ 
And love avowd to other Lady late, 
That to r^nove the same I have no might : 
To chaunge love causelesse ^ is reproch to warlike Knight." 

LI. 

Mammon emmoved was with inward wrath ; 
Yet, forcing it to fayne, him forth thence ledd, 
Through griesly shadowes by a beaten path, 
Into a Gardin goodly garnished 

^ Hight, is called. ^ Grameraj^ many thanks. 

• Wonnethy dwelleth. • Wote, know. 

« SUh, since. » Yplig/U, t>ligiit)ed. 

* Last, list, desire. ^ Cmudeast^ without reaion. 



XLIX. \,^PhUatimi.^ This word is derived from two Qttttk, 
words, and signifies the loye of distinction. 
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With hearbs and fiuits, whose kinds mote not be redd ^ : 
Not such as earth out of her fruitfull womb 
Throwes 6xih to men, sweet and well savored. 
But direfiiU deadly black, both leafe and bloom, 
Fitt to adome the dead and deck the dreiy tocmbe. 

LIL 

Th^B moumiull cypresse grew in greatest stc«e; 
And trees of bitter gall ; and heb^i ^ sad ; 
Dead sleeping poppy ; and black hellebore ; 
Cold coloquintida ; and tetra mad ; 
Mortall samnitis ; and ckmta bad, 
With which th' uniust Atheniens made to dy 
Wise Socrates, who, thereof quaffing glad, 
Pourd oat his life and last philosophy 
To the fayre Critias, his dearest belamy' ! 

LIIL 
The Gardin of Pros^ina this bight * : 
And in the midst thereof a silver seat, 
With a thick arb^ goodly over-dight,* 
In which she often usd from open heat 
Herselfe to shroud, and pleasures to dntreat^: 

*■ JUdd^ explained. ^ SRght, jb called. 

' Beiefi, ehonj, * Over-dighi, overspsead. 

' Bdamyy (bel ami, Fr.) fiur friend. * Entreat, receive, or enjoy. 



LIL 4. — Cold eoloquintiday &c.] Coh^ntida is the froit of the 
letter apple. Tetra is Buppoaed to be the deadly night-ghade. 

LII. 5. -^ Mortall Mbmiutis.l Upton conjectures t^at Spenser here 
means the savin-tree, or arbor Sabina^ which was supposed to produce 
abortion. 

UI. 7. — Wise SocrateSf &^.'] It was Theramenes, and not Socrates, 
of whom this incident is related. Spenser was probably led into the 
austafce firom the resemblance of the name of Critias to that of CrilOf 
who was an intimate friend of Socrates, and with him at the time of 
his death. 

YOL. n. 3 
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Next thereunto did grow a goodly tree, 
With braunches broad dispredd and body great. 
Clothed with leaves, that none the wood mote see. 
And loaden all with iiruit as thick as it might bee. 

LIV. 
Their fruit were golden apples gUstring bright, 
That goodly was their glory to behold ; 
On earth like never grew, ne living wight 
Lake ever saw, but they from hence were sold ^ ; 
For those, which Hercules with conquest bold 
Got from great Atlas daughters, hence began. 
And planted there did bring forth fruit of gold ; 
And those, with which th^ Euboean young man wan 
Swift Atalanta, when through craft he her out ran. 

LV. 
Here also sprong that goodly golden fruit, 
With which Acontius got his lover trew. 
Whom he had long time sought with fruitlesse suit ; 
Here eke that famous golden apple grew, 

1 Sold, procured. 



LIV. 6. — Gat from great Adas daughters. "l It was one of the labors 
of HerculcB to procure the golden apples of the Heaperides, who were 
the daughters of Hesperus, according to some accounts, and according 
to others, of Atlas. 

LIV. 9. — Sw^ Atalanta^ Hippomenes vanquished Atalanta in a 
foot-race, by dropping an apple of gold before her, whenever she was 
likely to get the start of him, and which she stopped to gather. 

LV. 2. — Acontius.'] Acontius was a youth of humble origin, who 
fell in love with Cydippe, of Delos, and being unsuccessful in his suit, 
wrote on an apple, which he gave to her, the words, ^ I swear by Diana 
Acontius shall be my husband." She read the words, and felt con- 
strained to marry her lover, by the involuntary oath she had uttered. 

LV. 3. — Fruitlesse suit.] Spenser, perhaps without knowing it, is 
here betrayed into a pan. 
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The which emongst the gods fake Ate threw ; 
For wliich th' Idaean Ladies disagreed,^ 
Till partiall Paris dempt ^ it Venus dew, 
And had of her fayre Helen for his meed, 

That many nohle Greekes and Troians made to bleed. 

LVI. 
The warlike Elfe much wondred at this tree, 
So fayre and great, that shadowed all the ground ; 
And his broad braunches, laden with rich fee,^ 
Did stretch themselves without the utmost bound 
Of this great Gurdin, compast with a mound : 
Which over-hanging, they themselves did steepe 
In a blacke flood, which flow'd about it round ; 
That is the river of Cocytus deepe, 

In which full many soules do endlesse wayle and weepe. 

LVII. 
Which to behold he clomb up to the bancke, 
And, looking downe, saw many damned wightes 
In those sad waves, which direfiiU deadly stancke, 
Plonged continually of ^ cruell sprightes. 
That with their piteous cryes, and yelling shrightes,^ 
They made the further shore resounden wide : 
Emongst the rest of those same ruefiill sightes, 
One cursed creature he by chaunce espide. 
That drenched lay full deepe under the Garden side. 

LVIII. 
Deepe was he drenched to the utmost chin, 

* Dempty deemed. ' Of, by. 

• Fee, property. ^ * Shrightes, shrieks. 



LV. 5. — The which, &c.] The story of the golden apple thrown in 
among the guests at the marriage of Feleus and Thetis, and its conse- 
qnences, is well known. 
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Yet gaped still as covetiDg to drinke 

Of the cold liquor which he waded in ; 

And, stretching forth his hand, did often thinko 

To reach the fruit which grew upon the brincke ; 

But both the fruit from hand, and flood from mouth. 

Did fiy abacke, and made him vamely swincke^ ; 

The whiles he sterv'd with hunger, and with drouth 
He daily dyde, yet never throughly ^ dyen couth.^ 

UX. 

The Knight, lum seeing labour so in vaine, 

Askt who he was, and what he meant thereby ? 

Who, groning deepe, thus answerd him againe ; 

*^ Most cursed c^ all creatures under skye, 

Lo Tantalus, I here tormented lye 1 

Of whom high love wont whyl(Mne ^ feasted bee ; 

Lo, here I now for want of food doe dye ! 

But, if that thou be such as I t)iee see. 
Of grace I pray thee ^ve to eat and drinke to mee ! ^ 

LX. 
" Nay, nay, thou greedy Tantalus," quoth he, 
^^ Abide the fortune of thy present fate ; 
And, unto all diat live in high degree, 
Ensample be of mind intemperate. 
To teach them how to use their present state." 

> Stoincke, labor, ' Cim^ could. 

' Throughly, thoroughly. * WhyioiM, formerly. 



LIX. 6. — Of whom, &c.] it has been conjectured by Upton that 
Spenser wrote '* Who of/' instead of '' Of whom." Tantalus was ad- 
mitted by Jupiter to the table of the gods, and was punished for betray- 
ing their confidential disclosures — a fate which modem travellers, who 
oflfend 00 largely in the same way, should bear in mind. Other ac- 
ixmiits, however, say that it was because he invited the gods to a ban- 
quetf and served the flesh of his son Felops as part of the entertain- 
ment. 
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Then gan the cursed Wretch alowd to ciy, 
Accusmg highest love and gods iograte ; 
And-eke blaspheming heaven bitterly. 

As author of uniustice, there to let him dje« 

LXI. 
He lookt a litle further, and espyde 
Another Wretch, whose carcas deepe was drent^ 
Within the river which the same did hyde : 
But both his bandes, most filthy feculent,^ 
Above the water ware on high extent,^ 
And fajmd ^ to wash themselves incessantly, 
Yet nothing cleaner were for such intent, 
But rather fiiwler seemed to the eye ; 

So lost bis labour vaine and ydle industry. 

LXII. 

The Knight, him calling, asked who he was } 
Who, lifting up his head, him answerd thus \ 
^^ I Pilate am, the falsest iudge, alas ! 
And most pniust ; that, by unrighteous 
And wicked doome, to lewes despiteous ^ 
Delivered up the Lord of Life to dye, 
And did acquite a murdrer felonous ; 
The whiles my handes I washt in purity. 
The whiles my soule was soyld with fowle iniquijy.'' 

LXIIL 
Infinite moe^ tormented in like paine 
He there beheld, too long here to be told : 
Ne Mammon would there let him kmg remayne, 

* DrtnA^ drenched. * Fayiul, pretended, seemed. 

* FecviUfnt, fool. * Despiteous, nudicioiu. 
-* ExieiUf raised. ^^Moe, more. 



liXII. 8. — /ft purUy.l In token of purity. 

3* 
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For teirour of the tortures manifold; 
In which the damned soules he did behold, 
But roughly him bespake : " Thpu fearefiill fix)le, 
Why takest not of that same finite of gold ? 
Ne sittest downe on that same silver stoole, 
To rest thy weary person in the shadow coole ? " 

LXIV. 
All which he did to do him deadly faU 
In firayle intemperaunce through siniiill bayt ; 
To which if he inclyned had at all, 
That Dreadfull Feend, which did behinde him wayt, 
Would him have rent in thousand peeces strayt : 
But he was wary wise in all his way. 
And well perceived his deceiptfiill sleight, 
Ne suffired lust ^ his safety to betray : 
So goodly did beguile the guyler of his pray. 

LXV. 
And now he has so long remained theare. 
That vitall powres gan wexe both weake and wan 
For want of food and sleepe, which two upbeare, 
like mightie pillours, this firayle life of man. 
That none without the same enduren can : 
For now three dayes of men were fiall outwrought, 
Smce he this hardy enterprise began : 
Forthy 2 great Mammon fa)rrely he besought 
Into the world to guyde him backe, as he him brought. 

LXVI. 

The God, though loth, yet was constrajmd t' obay ; 
For lenger time, then ® that, no living wight 
Below the earth might sufired be to stay : 
So backe againe him brought to livmg light. 

* Lustf awice. ' Forthy, therefoie. ' Then, than. 
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But all so soone as his enfeebled spright 
Gan sucke this vitall a3rTe into his brest, 
As overcome with too exceeding might, 
The life did flit away out of her nest, * 
And all his sences were with deadly fit oppress* 

* In the swoon of Sir Guyon, it has been conjectured that Spenser 
means to express that state of torpid inaction into which the best facul- 
ties 6f the mind and heart fall, firom the too eager and ezclnfliye pur- 
suit of wealth. The images and incidents in this canto are deriyed 
partly from classical mythology, and parUy from the capacious stores of 
romantic fiction. 
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CANTO VIII. 



Sir Guyon, layd in swowne, is by 
Aerates sonnes despoyld ; 

Whom Arthnre soone hath reskewed. 
And Paynim brethren foyld. 



And is there care in heaven ? And is there love 
In heavenly spirits to these creatures bace, 
That may compassion of their evils move ? 
There is : — else much more wretched were the cace 
Of men then^ beasts: But O ! th' exceeding grace 
Of Highest God that loves his creatures so, 
And all his workes with mercy doth embrace, 
That blessed Angels he sends to and fro, 
To serve to wicked man, to serve his wicked foe ! 

How oft do they their silver bowers leave 
To come to succour us that succour want ! 
How oft do they with golden pineons cleave 
The flitting ^ skyes, like flying pursuivant. 
Against fowle feendes to ayd us militant ! 
They for us fight, they watch and dewly ward. 
And their bright squadrons round about us plant ; 

* 7%€fi, than. * FUUing^ yielding. 



1. 1. — And is there care in heaven f &c.] These two introdactoiy 
•tanzas are very beautiful — equally remarkable for dignity of aenti- 
ment and beauty of versification. 
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And all for love and nothing for reward;^ 
O, why should Hevenly God to m^ have such regard I 

III. 
During the while that Guyon did abide 
In Mainnx>ns House, the Palmer, whom whyleare K 
That wanton M ayd of passage had deoide, 
By further search had passage found elsewhere ; 
And, being on his way, approached neare 
Where Guyon lay in traunce ; when suddeinly 
He heard a voyce that called lowd and cleare, 
" Come hether, come hether, O ! come hastily ! " 
That all the fields resounded with the ruefiiU ciy. 

IV. 

The Palm^ lent his ear unto the noyce. 
To weet ® who called so importunely : 
Againe he heard a more efbiced ^ voyce. 
That bad him come in haste : He by and by 
IBs feeble feet directed to the cry ; 
Which to that shady delve * him brought at last, 
Where Mammon earst ^ did sunne his threasury : 
There the good Guyon he found slumbring fast 
In senceles dreame ; which sight at first him sore aghasL* 

V. 

Beside his head there satt a faire young man, 
Of wondrous beauty and of freshest yeares, 
Whose tender bud to blossome new began, 
And florish faire above his equall peares : 
His snowy fix)nt, curled with golden heares, 

* Whyleare, a little while a^o. * Delve, caye. 

• Weet, leam. * Earst, before. 

' More efforced, loader. * Aghast, terrified. 



III. 3.— That loanton Mayd, &c.] Phedria. See canto VI. stanza 
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like Phoebus face adomd with sunny rayes. 
Divinely shone ; and two sharpe winged sheares, 
Decked with diverse plumes, like painted jayes, 
Were fixed at his backe to cut his ayery wayes. 

VI. 
Like as Cupido on Idaean hilly 
When havmg laid his cruell bow away 
And mortall airowes, wherewith he doth fill 
The world with murdrous spoiles and bloody pray, 
With his faire mother he him dights ^ to play, 
And with his goodly sbters, Graces three ; 
The goddesse, pleased with his wanton play, 
Suffers herselfe through sleepe beguild to bee, 
The whiles the other ladies mmd theyr mery glee. 

VII. 
Whom when the Palmer saw, abasht he was 
Through fear and wonder, that he nought could say, 
TSl him the Childe bespoke ; ^' Long lackt, alas. 
Hath bene thy faithfuU aide in hard assay ^ ! 
Whiles deadly fitt thy Pupill doth dismay. 
Behold this heavy sight, thou reverend Sire 1 
But dread of death and dolor ^ doe away ; 
For life ere long shall to her home retire, 
And he, that breathlesse seems, shal corage bold respue. 

VIII. 
" The charge, wliich God doth unto me arrett,* 
Of his deare safety, I to thee commend ; 
Yet will I not forgoe, ne yet forgett 
The care thereof mvselfe unto the end, 
But evermore hi(n succour, and defend 

' Him dights y prepares. ^ Dolor, grief. 

* Assajfy enterprise. ^ Arrett, allot. 



V. 7. — S&eare^.] Wings formed like the blades of shean. 
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Against his £)e and mine : Watch thou^ I piay ; 
For evill is at hand him to offend." 
So having said, eflsoones ^ he gan display 
His painted nimhle wings, and vanisht quite away. 

IX. 

The Palmer seeing his lefte empty place, 
And his slow eies beguiled of their sight, 
Woxe sore affiaid, and standmg still a space 
Craz'd after him, as fowle escapt by flight : 
At last, him, turning to his charge behight,^ 
With trembling hand his troubled pulse gan try ; 
Where finding life not yet dislodged quight. 
He much reioyst, and courd ^ it tenderly. 
As chicken newly hatcht, firom dreacied destiny. 

X. 

At last he spide where towards him did pace 
Two Paynim Knights al armd as bright as skie, 
And them beside an aged Sire did trace. 
And iar before a light-foote Page did flie 
That breathed strife and troublous enmitie. 
Those were the two sonnes of Aerates old, 
Who, meeting earst* with Archimago slie 
Foreby that Idle Strond, of him were told 
That he, which earst ^ them combatted, was Guyon bold. 

XI. 
Which to avenge on him they dearly vowd, 
Whereever that on ground they mote him find : 

* Eftsoimts^ immediately. ' Ccurd, protected. 

' Behighty intrusted. * Earst, before. 



X. 3. — An aged Sire.'] Archimago. 

X. 4. — ^ Ught-fooU Page.] Atin. 

X. 7. — WhOf meeting earst.] See canto VI. stanza XLVII. 



%• 
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False Aichimage provokt their corage prowd, 
And stryfiil Atin in their stubborne mind 
Coles of contention and whot ^ vengeaunce tind.* 
Now bene they come whereas the Palmer sate, 
Keeping that slombred corse to him assind : 
Well knew they both his person, sith ' of late 
With him in bloody armes they rashly^did debate. 

XII. 
Whom when Pyrochles saw, mflamy with rage 
That Sire he fowl bespake ; " Thou dotard vile, 
That with thy brutenesse shendst * thy comdy age. 
Abandon soone, I read,^ the caytive spoile 
Of that same outcast carcas, that erewhile 
Made itselfe famous through false trechery. 
And crownd his coward crest with knightly stile ; 
Loe ! where he now inglorious doth lye. 
To proove he lived il, that did thus fowly dye/' 

XIII. 
To whom the Palmer fearelesse answered ; 
" Certes,® Sir Knight, ye bene too much to blame. 
Thus for to blott the honor of the dead, 
And with fowle cowardize his carcas shame 
Whose living handes immortalizd his name* 
Vile is the vengeaunce on the ashes cold ; 
And envy base to barke at sleeping fame : 
Was never wight that treason of him told : 
Yourselfe his prowesse prov'd, and found him fieis and bold/' 

XIV. 
Then sayd Cymochles ; " Palmer, thou doest dote, 
Ne canst of prowesse ne of knighthood deeme, 

^ Whotj hot. * Shendttj disgracest. 

* Tind, kindled. * Read^ adviae. 

' Skthf since. ' Cartes^ euiely. 
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Save as thou seest or hearst : But well I wote, 

That of his puissaunce tryall made extreeme : 

Yet gold all is not that doth golden seeme ; 

Ne al good Knights that shake well speaie and shield : 

The worth of all men by their end esteeme ; 

And then dew praise or dew reproch them )deld : 

Bad therefore I him deeme that thus lies dead on field." 

' XV. 
" Good or bad," gan his brother fiers reply, 
" What do I reck6, sith ^ that he dide ^tire ? 
Or what doth his bad death now satisfy 
The greedy hunger of revengmg yre, 
Sith ^ wTrathfaU hand wrought not her owne desire ? 
Yet, since no way is lefte to wreake my spight, 
I will him reave ^ of armes, tlie victors hire. 
And of that shield, more worthy of good Knight ; 

For why should a dead dog be deckt in armour bright ? " 

XVI. 
" Fa3rr Sir," said then the Palmer suppliaunt, 
" For knighthoods love doe not so fowle a deed, 
Ne blame your honor with so shamefiiU vaunt 
Of vile revenge : To spoile the dead of weed ' 
Is sacrilege, and doth all sinnes exceed : 
But leave these relicks of his living might 
To decke his herce,. and trap ^ his tomb-blacke steed." 

^ Sith, since. ^ Weed, habiliments. 

• Reave, strip. * Trap, adorn. 



XV. 2. — Sith that he dide entire.'] Since he died a natural death, 
without being wounded. 

XV. 7. — Victors hire.} The arms of the vanquished knight belonged 
to the vict|or. 

XVI. 3. — JVe blame your honor.'] Nor cast reproach upon your 
honor. 

XVI. 7. — To decke his herce.] The herce was a sort of cenotaph or 

VOL. II. 4 
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" What herce or steed," said he, " should he have dight, 
But be entombed in the raven or the kight ? " 

XVII. 
With that, rude hand upon his shield he laid, 
And th' other brother gan hb hehne unlace ; 
Both fiercely bent to have him disaraid ; 
Till that they spide where towards them did pace 
An armed Knight, of bold and bounteous grace, 
Whose Squire bore after him an heben ^ launce 
And coverd shield : Well kend ^ him so far space 
Th' Enchaunter by his arraes and amenaunce,^ 
When under him he saw his Lybian steed to praunce ; 

XVIIl. 
And to those brethren sayd ; " Rise, rise bylive,^ 
And unto batteil doe yourselves addresse ; 
For yonder comes the prowest Knight alive. 
Prince Arthur, flowre of grace and nobilesse, 
That hath to Paynim Knights w^rought great distresse, 
And thousand Sar'zins fowly donne to dye." 
That word so deepe did in their harts impresse, 
That'both eftsoones ^ upstarted fiiriously, 
And gan themselves prepare to batteill greedily. 

XIX. 

But fiers Pyrochles, lacking his owne sword. 
The want thereof now greatly gan to plaine, 

* Heben, ebony. * Bylive, immediately. 

' Kendy knew. ^ Eftsoones^ immediately. 

' Jlmenauncey carriage. 



temporary tomb, where the arms of the knight were suspended. Py- 
rochles replies that he deserves not a hearse or a steed, but that he 
should be left to be devoured by the raven and the kite. 

XVII. 5. — ^n armed Knight.'] This is the first appearance of Prince 
Arthur in this book. ^ 

XVII. 7. — ATid coverd shield,} See book I. canto VII. stanza 
XXXIII. 
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And Archimage besought, him that afibrd 
Which he had brought for Braggadochio^aine. 
" So would I," said th' enchaunter, " glad and falne 
Beteeme ^ to you this sword, you to defend. 
Or ought that els your honour might maintaine ; 
But that this weapons powre I well have kend * 
To be contrary to 4he worke which ye intend : . 

XX. 

" For that same Knights owne sword this is, of yore 
Which Merlin made by his almightie art 
For that his Noursling, when he knighthood swore, 
Therewith to doen his foes etemall smart. 
The metall first he mixt with medaBwart, 
That no enchauntment from his dint might save ; 
Then it in flames of Aetna wrought apart. 
And seven times dipped in the bitter wave 
Of hellish Styx, which hidden vertue to it gave. 

XXI. 
" The vertue is, that nether Steele nor stone^ 
The stroke thereof from entraunce may defend ; 
Ne ever may be used by his fone ^ ; 
Ne forst his rightfiil owner to offend ; 
Ne ever will it breake, ne ever bend ; 
Wherefore Morddure it rightfully is hight.^ 

» Beteeme, deliver. ' Fone, foes. 

« Kend, learned. * Hight, called. 



XIX. 4. — Had brought for Braggadochio vaine.] See canto III 

stanza XVIII. 

XX. 2.— Merlin.'] Merlin was a famous enchanter, who plays a 
conspicnous part in the fabulous history of Britain. 

XX. S, — MedcBwart.'] This I conjecture to be a general name for a 
medicinal herb, compounded of medica and wart, an herb. Upton 
thinks that a particular herb, called medica, mentioned by Virgil in 
Georg. i. 215, is meant. 

XXI. 6. — Morddure.] Morddure is derived from two French words 
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In vaine therefore, Pyiocbles, should I lend 
The same to thee, against his Lord to 6ght '^ 
For sure yt would deceive thy labor and thy might." 

XXII. 
" Foolish old man/' said then the Pagan wioth, 
^^ That weenest words or charms may force withstond : 
Soone shah thou see, and then beleeve for troth,^ 
That I can carve with this inchaunted brond 
His Lords owne flesh." Therewith out of his bond 
That vertuous Steele he rudely snatcht away ; 
And Guyons shield about his wrest he bond : 
So ready dight, fierce battaQe to assay, 
And match his brother proud in battailous aray. 

XXIII. 
By this, that straunger Knight in presence came,^ 
And goodly salved ^ them ; who nought againe 
Him answered, as courtesie became ; 
But with Sterne lookes, and stomachous ^ disdaine. 
Gave signes of grudge and discontentment vaine : 
Then, turning to the Palmer, he gan spy 
Where at his feet, with sorrowfiill demayne * 
And deadly hew, an armed corse did lye, 
In whose dead face he redd great magnanimity. 

XXIV. 
Said he then to the Pahner ; " Reverend S3nre, . 

" What great misfortune hath betidd ^ this Knight ? 
Or did his life her fatall date expyre. 
Or did he fall by treason, or by fight ? 

* Trothj truth. * Demayne, demeanor. 

* Salved, saluted. < & BeHdd, befallen. 
' Stomachous, haughty. 



■ignifying to bite sharp. The magic virtues of King Arthur's sword 
Excalabar are well known to the readers of romantic fiction. 
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Howev^, sure I rew his pitteous pli^t.'' 
" Not one, nor other/' sayd the Pabner gravey 
^' Hath him befalne ; but cloudes of deadly night 
Awhile his heavy eyiids cover'd haye, 
And all his sences drowned in deep sencelesse wave : 

XXV. 

<^ Which those his craell fbesy that stand hereby. 
Making advantage, to revenge their spight, 
Would him disa^me and treaten shamefiilly ; 
Unworthie usage of redoubted Knight ! 
But you, &ire Sir, whose honourable sight 
Doth promise hope of helpe and timely grace. 
Mote I beseech to succour his sad plight. 
And by your powre protect hb feeble cace ? 
First prayse of knighthood is, fowle outrage to de&ce.^ '' 

XXVI. 

'^ Palmer," said he, ^' no Knight so rude, I weene, 
As to doen outrage to a sleeping ghost ^ : 
Ne was there ever noble corsige ^ seene, 
That in advauntage would his puissaunce host : 
Honour is least, where oddes appeareth most 
May bee, that better reason will aswage 
The rash revengers heat. Words, well dispost, 
Have secrete powre t' appease inflamed rage : 
If not, leave unto me thy Knights last patronage." 

XXVII. 

Tho,* turning to those brethren, thus bespoke ; 
^^ Ye warlike payre, whose valorous great might, 
It seemes, iust wronges to vengeaunce doe provoke, 
To wreake your wrath on this dead-seeming Knight, 
Mote ought allay the storme of your despight, 

' Deface J defeat, prevent. • Corage^ heart, mind. 

• Ghost, fKyvl, ' * 2%o,then. 

4* 



/ 
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And setde patience in so fiirious heat ? 
Not to debate the chalenge of your right, 
But for his carkas pardon I entreat, 
Whom fortune hath ahready laid in lowest seat." 

XXVIII. 
To whom Cymochles said ; " For what art thou, 
That mak'st thyselfe his dayes-man,^ to prdong 
The vengeaunce prest ? ^ Or who shall let ^ me now 
On this vile body firam to wreak my wrong, 
And make his carkas as the outcast dong ? 
Why should not that dead carrion satisfye 
The guilt, which, if he lived had thus long. 
His life for dew rev^ige should deare abye * ? 
The trespass still doth live, albee ^ the person dye." 

XXIX. 
" Indeed," then said the Prince, " the evill donne 
Dyes not, when breath the body first doth leave ; 
But fix)m the grandsyre to the nephewes ^ sonne 
And all his seede the curse doth often cleave. 
Till vengeaunce utterly the guilt bereave : 
So streightly "^ God doth iudge. But gentle Knight, 
That doth against the dead his hand upreare. 
His honour staines with rancour and despigfat. 
And great disparagment makes to his former might." 

XXX. 

Pyrochles gan reply the second tyme, 

^ Dayes-man, arbitrator. ^ Atbesy although. 

' Preatj ready at hand. ' J^ephewes, grandson, or descendant 

' Let J hinder. ' generally. 

* AJnfB, pay. 7 Streightly, strictly. 



XXVII. 7. — Jfot to debate the chalenge of, &c.] To waive all ques- 
tion concerning. « 
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And to him sayd ; " Now, felon, sure I read,^ 
How that thou art partaker of his cryme : 
Therefore by Teimagaunt thou shalt be dead." 
With that, his hand, more sad^ than lomp of lead, 
Uplifting high, he weened with Morddure, 
Hjs owne good sword Morddure, to cleave his head. 
The faithfiill Steele such treason no'uld ^ endure, 
But, swarving from the marke, his Lordes life did assure. 

XXXI. 
Yet was the force so furious and so fell, 
That horse and man it made to reele asyde : 
Nath'lesse the Prince would not forsake his sell,^ 
(For well of yore he learned had to lyde,) 
But fUl of anger fiersly to^him cryde ; 
^^ False traitour, miscreaunt, thou broken hast 
The law of armes, to strike foe undefide : 
But thou thy treasons fruit I hope, shalt taste 
Kght sowre, and feele the law, the which thou hast de£ust^ " 

xxxn. 

With that his balefull speare he fiercely bent 
Against the Pagans brest, and therewith thought 
His cursed life out of her lodg have rent : 
But, ere the point arrived where it ought. 
That seven-fold shield, which he from Guyon brought. 
He cast between to ward the bitter stownd ® : 
Through all diose foldes the steelehead passage wrought, 
And through his shoulder perst ; wherwith to ground 
He giovelmg fell, all gored in his gushing wound. 

^ Read, perceiye. ^ Sdl, saddle. 

• Sad, heavy. • Defast, broken. 

' Jfo'tdd, would not. ' Stownd^ assault. 



XXX. 4. — By TermagawUf &.O.] Termagaunt is the name giyen 
in old romances to the god of the Saracens. 
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XXXIII. 

Which when bis brother saw, fraught with great griefe 
And wrath, he to him leaped iiiriously, 
And fowly saide ; By Mahoune, cursed thiefe, 
That direfull stroke thou dearely shalt aby.^ *' , 
Then, hurling up his hamiefull blade on by. 
Smote him so hugely oii his haughtie crest, 
That from his saddle forced him to fly : 
Els mote it needes downe to his manly brest 
Have cleft his head in tw£une, and life thence dispossest* 

XXXIV. 

Now was the Prince in daungerous distresse, 
Wanting his sword when he on foot should fight : 
His smgle speare could doe him small redresse 
Agamst two foes of so exceeding might, 
The least of which was match for any Knight. 
And now the other, whom he earst^ did daunt, 
Had reard himselfe againe to cruel fight 
Three times more furious and more puissaunt, 
UnmmdfuU of his wound, of his fate ignoraunt. 

XXXV. 

So both attOnce him charge on either syde 
With hideous strokes and importable ^ powre. 
That forced him his ground to traverse wyde. 
And wisely watch to ward that deadly stowrc * : 
For on his shield, as thicke as storraie showrc, 
Their strd£es did raine ; yet did he never quaile, 
Ne backward shrmke ; but as a stedfast towre, 

' ^hy, pay. > hnporiabU^ not to be borne. 

' Earst^ before. ^ SUruyrty danger. 



XXXIII. 3. — By Makoune.'\ Mohammed. 

XXXIV. 3. — E&8 tingle speare^l His spear alone and single. 
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Whom foe with double batdy doth assaile, [availe. 

Them on her bulwarke beares, and bids them noiight 

XXXVI. 

So stoutly he withstood their strong assay ; 
Till that at last, when he advantage spyde, « 
Ks poynant ^ speare he thrust with puissant sway 
At proud Cymochles, whiles his shield was wyde,* 
That through his thi^ the mortall Steele did gryde^: 
He, swanring with the force, within his flesh 
Did breake the launce, and let the head abyde : 
Out of the wound the red blood flowed fiesh, 

That und^fneath his feet soone made a purple plesh.^ 

XXXVII. 
Horribly then he gan to rage and rayle, 
Cursing his gods, and himselfe damning deepe : 
Als ^ when his brother saw the red blood rayle ^ 
Adowne so fast, and all his armour steepe, 
For very felnesse "^ lowd he gan to weepe. 
And said ; " Caytive, curse on thy cruell bond, 
That twise hath spedd ^ ; yet shall it not thee keepe 
From the third brunt of this my fatall brond : [stood ! " 

Lo, where the dreadfiill Death behynd thy backe doth 

xxxvm. 

With that he strooke, and th' other strooke withall, 
That nothing seemd mote beare so monstrous might : 
The one upon his covered shield did fall, 
And glauncing downe would not his owner byte : 
But th' other did upon his troncheon smyte ; 

' Poynant, pierciDg. * Jils, also. 

' Wyd&, turned away. ' Bayls^ flow. 

' Gryde, pierce. ^ Fdiusse^ fury. 

^ PUshy pool. ^ Spedd, succeeded. 



XXXVIII. 5. — Troncheon.'] The wooden part of his spear; 



i 
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Which hewing quite asunder, further way 
It made, and on his hacqueton did lyte, 
The which dividing with importune ^ sway, 
It seizd in his right side, and there the dint did stay. 

XXXIX. 

Wyde was the wound, and a large lukewarme flood, 
Red as the rose, thence gushed grievously ; 
That when the Paynym spyde the streaming blood, 
Gave him great hart and hope of victory. 
On th' other side, in huge perplexity 
The Prince now stood, having his weapon broke ; 
Nought could he hurt, but still at warde did ly : 
Yet with his troncheon he so rudely stroke 
Cymochles twise, that twise him forst his foot revoke. 

XL. 
Whom when the Palmer saw in such distresse. 
Sir Guyons sword he lightly to him raught,^ [blesse, 

And said ; " Fayre sonne, great God thy right hand 
To use that sword so well as he it ought ! " 
Glad was the Knight, and with fresh courage fraught. 
When as againe he armed felt his bond : 
Then like a lyon, which had long time saught 
IBs robbed whelpes, and at the last them fcnid [yond ' : 
Emongst the shepheard swaynes, then wexeth wood and 

XLI. 
So fierce he laid about him, and dealt blowes 
On either side, that neither mayle could hold, 

* Importune, cruel. « Raugkt, reached. 

' Wood and yond, fierce and furious. 



XXXVIII. 7. — His hacqueton.'] The hacqueton was a jacket worn 
under the armor, made of quilted cotton or leather. 

XL. 4. — So weU as he it ought.} As weU as the owner could have 
uaedH. 
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Ne shield defend the Sunder of his throwes : 

Now to Pyrochles many strokes he told ; 

Eft ^ to Cymochles twise so many fold ; 

Then, backe againe tummg his busie hond, 

Them both attonce compeld with courage bold 

To yield wide way to his hart-thrilling^ brond ; [stond. 

And though they both stood stiffe, yet could not both with- 

XL.II. 
As salvage bull, whom two fierce mastives bayt. 
When rancour doth with rage hhn once engore,^ 
Forgets with wary warde them to awayt, 
But with his dreadfoU homes them drives afore, 
Or flings aloft, or treades downe in the flore, 
Breathmg out wrath, and bellowing disdaine, 
That all the forest quakes to hear him rore : 
So rag'd Prince Arthur twixt his foemen twaine, 

That neither could his mightie puissaunce sustaine. 

XLIII. 
But ever at Pyrochles when he smitt, 
(Who Gaiyons shield cast ever him before, 
Whereon the Faery Queenes pourtract was writt,) 
His hand relented and the stroke forbore. 
And his deare hart the picture gan adore ; 
Which oft the Paynim sav'd from deadly stowre * : 
But him henceforth the same can save no more ; 
For now arrived is his fatall howre. 
That no'te ^ avoyded be by earthly skill or powre. 

XLIV. 
For when Cymochles saw the fowle reproch, 
Which them appeached^ ; prickt with guiltie shame 

* Eftf then. * Stotore, peril. 

» Hart-thriUing, heart-piereing. * JVb'te, could not. 

* Engrart, irritate. • Jlppeached, impeached. 
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And inward griefe, he fiercely gan approch, 
Resolved to put away that loathly blame, 
Or dye with honour and desert of feme ; 
And on the haubergh stroke the Prince so sore, 
That quite disparted all the linked frame, 
And pierced to the sldn, but bit no mcve ; 
Yet made lum twise to reele, that never moov'd afore, 

XLV. 
Whereat renfierst ^ with wrath and sharp regret, 
He stroke so hugely with his borrowd blade, 
That it empierst the Pagans burganet * ; 
And, cleaving the hard Steele, did deepe invade 
Into his head, and cruell passage made 
Quite through his brayne : He, tombling downe on ground, 
Brcath'd out his ghost, which, to th' infemall shade 
Fast flying, there etemall torment found 
For aU the sinnes wherewith his lewd life did abodnd. 

XLVI. 
Which when his german^ saw, the stony feare 
Ran to his hart, and all his sence dismayd ; 
Ne thenceforth life ne corage did appeare : 
But, as a man whom hellish feendes have firayd,^ 
Long trembling still he stoode ; at last thus sayd ; 
" Traytour, what hast thou doen ! How ever may 
Thy cursed hand so cruelly have swayd 
Agamst that Knight ! Harrow and well away ! 
After so wicked deede why liv'st thou lenger ^ day ! " 

' Renfierst, reenforced. * Fraydy terrified. 

• • Burganet, steel headpiece. * Lenger, longer. 

• German, brother. 



XLIV. 6. -^ Havberghi] Hawberk, a coat of chain armor. 

ZLVI. 8. — Harrow and weU oioay.] See canto VI. stansa XLIII. 
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XLVll. 

With that aD desperate, as loathmg fight, 
And with revenge desyring soone to dye, 
Assembling all his farce and utmost might. 
With hb owne swerd he fierce at him did flye, 
And strooke, and foynd,^ and lasht outrageously, 
Withouten reason or regard* Well knew 
The Prince, with pacience and sufferaunce dy,* 
So hasty heat soone cooled to subdew : 
Tho, when this iM^athlesse woxe, that batteil gan renew. 

xLvin. 

As when a windy t^npest bloweth hye. 
That nothing may withstand his stormy stowre,^ 
The clowdes, as thinges affiayd, befOTe him flye ; 
But, all so soone as his outrageous powre 
Is layd, they fiercely then be^ to showre ; 
And, as in scome of his sp^it stormy spight. 
Now all attonce their malice forth do poqre: 
So did Prince Arthur beare himselfe in fight. 
And sufted rash Pyrochles waste his ydle might. 

XLIX. 
At last whenas the Sarazin perceiv'd 
How that straunge ^ sword reiiisd to sferve hb neede. 
But, when he stroke most strong, the dmt deceived, 
He flong it fiom him ; and, devoyd of dreed, 
Upon him lightly leaping without heed 
Twixt his two mighty armes engrasped £tst, 

^ Fayndy pu^ed, ' Staiore, violeQce. 

' Shff deliberate. * Straunge^ not belonging to hhn. 



XLVII. 4. — WUh his otone noerd.'] With Prince Arthur's own 
sword. 

XLVII. 9. — Tho, whenj &c.] Then when this Paynim grew breaAh- 
leas, thai Princ^ienewed the battle. 

TOL. II. 5 
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Thinking to overthrowe and downe him tred : 
But him in strength and skill the Prince surpast, 

And through his nimhle sleight did under him down cast* 

L. 
Nought booted it the Paynim then to strive ; 
For as a bittur * in the eagles clawe, 
That may not hope by flight to scape alive, 
Still wa3rtes for death with dread and trembling aw ; 
So he, now subiect to the victours law, 
Did not once move, nor upward cast his eye, 
For vile disdame and rancour, which did gnaw 
His hart in twaine with sad melancholy ; 

As one that loathed life, and yet despysd to dye» 

LI. 
But, fiill of princely bounty and great mind. 
The Conqueror nought cared him to slay ; 
But, casting wronges and all revenge behind. 
More glory thought to give life then decay ,^ 
And sayd ; " Paynim, this is thy dismall day ; 
Yet if thou wilt renounce thy miscreaunce,^ 
And my trew liegeman yield thyselfe for ay. 
Life will I graunt thee for thy valiaunce. 
And all thy wronges will wipe out of my sovenaunce.**' 

LII. 
" Foole," sayd the Pagan, " I thy gift defye ; 
But use thy fortune, as it doth befall ; 
And say, that I not overcome doe dye. 
But in despight of life for death doe call." 
Wroth was the Prince, and soiy yet withall, 

1 Bittur, bittern. * Misereavnce, false fidth. 

■ Then decay y than death. < Sovenauncej memory. 

LI. 1. — Great wind.'\ Magnanimi^. 
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That he so wilfolly refused grace ; 
Yet, sith^ his fate so cruelly did fall, 
His shining helmet he gan soone unlace, 

And left his headlesse body bleeding all the place. 

LIII. 
By this, Sir Guyon fix)m his traunce awakt, 
Life having maystered her sencelesse foe ; 
And looking up, whenas his shield he lakt^ 
And sword saw not, he wexed wondrous woe^: 
But when the Palmer, whom he long ygoe 
Had lost, he by him spyde, right glad he grew, 
And saide ; *' Deare Sir, whom wandring to and fix) 
I long have lackt, I ioy thy face to vew ! 

Firme is thy faith, wh(»n daunger never bo me drew. 

LIV. 
" But read * what wicked hand hath robbed mee 
Of my good sword and shield ? " The Pahner, glad 
With so fi^h hew uprysing him to see. 
Him answered ; " Fayre sonne, be no whit sad 
For want of weapons ; they shall soone be had." 
So gan he to discourse the whole debate,^ 
Which that straunge Knight for him sustained had. 
And those two Sarazins confounded late. 
Whose carcases on ground were horribly prostrate. 

LV. 
Which when he heard, and saw the tokens trew, 
His hart with great affection was embayd,^ 
And to the Prince, with bowing reverence dew, 
As to the patrone of his life, thus sayd ; 
** My Lord, my Liege, by whose most gratious ayd 

» Sith, mnce. * Read, tell me. 

• Laktf lacked, or wanted. » DebaU, battle. 

' Wondrous woe, very sad. * Embayd, filled. 
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I live thb day, and see my foes subdewd, 
What may suffice to be for meede repayd 
Of so great graces as ye have me shewd^ 

But to be ever bound" — 

LVI. 
To whom the Infant thus ; 5^ Fayre Sir, what need 
Good tumes be counted, as a servile bond, 
To bmd their dooers to receive their meed ? 
Are not all Kmghtes by oath bound to withstond 
Oppressours powre by armes and puissant hand ? 
Suffise, that I have done my dew ^ in place." 
So goodly purpose they together fond 
Of Idndnesse and of courteous aggrace^ ; 

The whiles false Archimage and Atm fled ap^ce. 

1 Deto, duty. * AggraUf fiiror. 



LVI. 1. — The JnfaiU.'] infant here means prineef in the ienae of 
the Spanish ittfanU. 

LVI. 1.^- Fayre Sir, what needy &c.] This remark of Prince Ar- 
thur expresses the sentiment of a beautiful maxim of de la Roche- 
foucauld, that the too ea^r desire to return a fiiyor is, in itself, a 
species of ingratitude. 

LVI. 7. — So goodly purpose they together fond,} Thus they held 
goodly discourse together. . 
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CANTO IX. 

The House ai Temperaunee, in wluch 

Doth sober Alma dwell, 
Besiegd of many foes, whom straung- 

er Ejughts to flight compelL 

1. 

Of all Gods woikes, which doe this worlde adomey 
There is no one more faire and excellent 
Then ^ is mans body, bodi for powre and fotme. 
Whiles it is kept in sober government ; 
But none then ^ it more fawle and 'indecent, 
Distempred through misrule and passions bace ; 
It grows a monster, and incontinait ^ 
Doth lose his dignity and native grace : 
Behold, who list, both <me and other in this place. 

II. 

After the Paynim brethren conquer'd were, 
The Briton Prince recov'ring^ his stolne sword. 
And Guyon his lost shield, they both yfere ' 
Forth passed on their way in fayre accord. 
Till him the prince with gentle court did bcml ^ ; 
" Sir Knight, mote I of you this court'sy" read,* 
To weet • why on your shield, so goodly scord, 

* T%enf than. ^ Bardy address. 
' IneonUnentf immediately. * Read^ aSk. 

* Yfere, together. * IPeet, learn. 



I. 9.— /n this place.'] In the persona of Prince Arthur and Hie tlfS 
brothers, Cjmochles and Pyrochles. 

5* 
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Beare ye the picture of that Ladies head? 
Full lively is the semblaunt, though the substance dead/' 

III. 
" Fape Sir/' sayd he, " if in that picture dead 
Such life ye read, and vertue in vaine shew ; 
What mote ye weene, if the trew lively-head * 
Of that most glorious visage ye cBd vew ! 
But yf the beauty of her mind ye knew, 
That is, her bounty, and imperiall powre> 
Thousand times fairer then her mortall hew, 
O ! how great wonder would your thoughts devoure^ 
And infinite de^re into your spirite poure I 

IV. 

" She is the mighty Queene of Faery, 
Whose faire retraitt ^ I in my shield doe beare ; 
Shee is the flowre of grace and chastity. 
Throughout the world renownied far and iieare, 
My Life, my Liege, my Soveraine, my Deare> 
Whose glory shineth as the morning starre. 
And with her light the earth enlumines cleare ; 
Far reach her mercies, and her praises farre. 
As well in state of peace, as puissaunce in warre.^ 

V. 
" Thrise happy man," said then the Briton Knight^ 

" Whom gracious lott and thy great valiaunce 
Have made thee soldier of that Princesse bright. 
Which with her bounty and glad countenaunce 
Doth blesse her servaunts, and them high advaunce ! 

' lAvely-headf livelihood, or living original. ' Retraitty portrait. 



II. 9. — Full Uvdy, &C.] < The likeness is animated, though the ob- 
ject itself, or the picture, is inanimate.* 
m. 3. — What mate ye loeene.] What would you thinks 
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How may straunge Knight hope ever to aspire, 
By fsdthfull service and meete amenaunce,^ 
Unto such blisse ? sufficient were that hire ^ 
For losse of tliousand lives, to die at her desire." 

VI. 
Said Guyon, " Noble Lord, what meed so great, 
Or grace of earthly Prince so soveraine, 
But by your wond^us worth and warlike feat 
Ye well may hope, and easely attaine ? 
But were your will her sold to entertaine, 
And numbred be mongst Knights of Maydenhed, 
Great guerdon, well I wote,^ should you remaine, 
And in her favor high be reckoned. 
As Arthegall and Sophy now beene honored." 

VIL 

" Certes," then said the Prince, " I God avow. 
That sith ^ I armes and knighthood first did plight, 
My whole desire hath beene, and yet is now. 
To serve that Queene with al my powre and might. 
Now hath the sunne with his lamp-bumbg light 
Walkt round about the world, and I no lesse, 
Sith ^ of that Goddesse I have sought the sight, 
Yet no where can her find ; such happinesse 
Heven doth to me envf and fortune favourlesse.^ " 

* j^menaunce, deportment. ' WotCf know. 

* Hire, recompense. -* Sith, since. 

'^ Fawmrlesse^ not fkvonring. 



VI. 5. — SM to entertaine.] Receive her pay. Sold is a substantiye, 
meaning pay. 

VI. d.—Jis ArtkegaU and Sophy.] Of Arthegali we hear hereafter, 
but not of Sophy. H6 Was to have been, probably, the hero of some 
of the books never completed. 

VII. 5.— JVbwj hath, &c.] In book I. canto IX. stanza XV. Prince 
Aitlnirsajs he had been nine months in search of the Faerie Queene. 
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vni. 

" Fortune, the foe of famous cfaeyisaunce, 
Seldom/' said Guyon, '^ yields to vertue aide. 
But in her way throwes mischiefe and nuschaunce. 
Whereby her course is stopt and passage staid* 
But you, faire Sir, be not herewith dismaid. 
But constant keepe the way in which ye stand ; 
Which were it not that I am els delaid 
With hard adventure, which I have in hand, 
I labour would to guide you through al Fary land." 

IX. 

" Gramercy,^ Sir," said he ; " but mote I weete ^ 
What straunge adventure do ye now pursew ? 
Perhaps my succour or advi^ment meete 
Mote stead * you much your purpose to subdew." 
Then gan Sir Guyon all the story shew 
Of false Acrasia, and her wicked wiles ; 
Which to avenge, the Palmer him forth drew 
From Faery Court. So talked they, the whiles 
They wasted had much way, and measurd many miles. 

X, 

And now faire Phoebus gan decline in haste 

His weary wagon to the westerae vale, 

Whenas they spide" a goodly Castle, plaste 

Foreby ^ a river in a pleasaunt dale ; 

Which choosing for that evenings hospitale,^ 

They thether marcht : but when they came in sight, 

And from their sweaty coursers did avale,^ 

' Chevisauncef enterprise. * Foreby, near to. 

* Gramercyy many thanks. * HatpUaUf inn. 

* WeeUy know. ^ AvaU, alight 
« SUad^ help. 

X. 7. — J%eir sweaty courser a."] Sir Guyon's horse had been^Btoleii| 
and we have not learned how he came by one now. 
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They found the gates fast baned long ere night. 
And ereiy loup ^ fast lockt, as ' fearing foes despight 

XI. 
Which when they saw, they weened fowle reproch 
Was to them doen, tibeir entraunce to foistaU ^ ; 
Till that the Squire gan nigh^ to approch. 
And wind his home under the Castle wall, 
Tliat with the noise it shooke as ^ it would fall* 
Efisoones ^ forth looked from the highest spire 
The Watch, and lowd unto the Knights did caD, 
To weete ^ what they so rudely did require : 
Who gently answered, They entraunce did desire. 

xn. 

" Fly, fly, good Knights," said he, " fly fast away, 
If that your lives ye love, as meete ye should ; 
Fly fast, and save yourselves from neaie decay ; 
Here may ye not have entraunce, though we would : 
We would and would againe, if that we could ; 
But thousand enemies about us rave. 
And with long siege us m this Castle hould: 
Seven yeares this wize they us besieged have, 
And many good Knights slaine that have us sought to save." 

xm. 

Thus as he spoke, loe ! with outra^ous cry 
A thousand Villeins rownd about them swarmd 
Out of the rockes and caves adioyning nye ; 

> Loup, loop-hcJe. ^ J^^Uo<me5, immediately. 

« A, as if. • Wt^ know. 

' FarstaU, prevent. 

XII. 8. — Tke^ us besieged Aaw.] It will hardly be neceamy to re- 
mind the reader that this castle is the human body ; that Alma ia th^ 
mind; and that the besiegers axe the imnily aippetitesi puiwoH ii Ao. 
which are alike injimoiis to body and mind. 
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Vile caitive wretches, ragged, rude, deformd. 
All threatning death, all in straunge manner armd ; 
Some with unweldy clubs, some with long speares, 
Some rusty knives, some staves in fier warmd : 
Sterne was their looke ; like wild amazed steares, 

Staring with hollow eies, and stifle upstanding heares.^ 

XIV. 
Fiersly at first those Knights they did assayle. 
And drove them to.recoile: but, when againe 
They gave fresh charge, their forces gan to fayle 
Unhable their encounter to sustaine ; 
For with such puissaunce and impetuous maine 
Those Champions broke on them, that forst them fly, 
Like scattered sheepe, whenas the shepherds swaine 
A lion and a tigre doth espye 

With greedy pace forth rushing fixxm the forest nye. 

XV. 

A while they fled, but sbone retoumd againe 
With greater fory then ^ before was found ; 
And evermore their cruell Capitaine 
Sought with his raskall routs ^ t'enctose them lownd. 
And overronne to tread them to the grownd : 
But soone the Knights with their bright-burning blades 
Broke their rude troupes, and orders did confownd, 
Hewing and slashing at their idle shades ; ^ [fades. 

For though they bodies seem, yet substaunce from them 

XVI. 

As when a swarme of gnats at eventide 

Out of the fennes of Allan doe arise. 

Their murmuring small trompetts sownden * wide, 

" Hearts, hain. • Tlken, than. 

' RmMU touts^ multitade of low persomi. * Sowndenj aound. 
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Whiles in the aire tbar clustring army ffies, 
That as a cloud doth seeme to dim the skies ; 
Ne man nor heast may rest or take repast 
For their sharpe wounds and noyous ^ iniuries, 
Till the fierce northeme wind with blustring blast 

Doth blow them quite away, and in the ocean cast* 

XVII. 
Thus when they had that troublous rout disperst, 
Unto the Castle gate they come againe, 
And entraunce crav'd, which was denied erst.* 
Now when report of that their perlous ^ paine, 
And combrous conflict which they did sustaine, 
Came to the Ladies eare which there did dwells 
Shee forth issewed with a goodly traine 
Of Squires and Ladies equi paged weU, 

And entertained them right fairely, as befell. 

XVIII. 
Alma she called was ; a Virgin bright, 
That had not yet felt Cupides wanton rage ; 
Yet was shee woo'd of many a gentle Knight, 
And many a Lord of noble parentage, 
That sought with her to lincke in marriage : 
For shee was faire, as faire mote. ever bee, 
And in the flowre now of her freshest age ; 
Yet full of grace and goodly modestee, 
That even heven reioyced her sweete face to see, 

XIX. 

In robe of Iflly white she was arayd, 
That from her shoulder to her heele downe raught* ; 
The traine whereof loose far behind her strayd, 
Braunched with gold and perle most richly wrought, 

• J^oyouSj annoying. ' Perlous^ perilous. 

* Erst, first. * Baughtf reached. j 
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And borne of two faire damsels which were taught 
That service well : Her yellow golden heare 
Was trimly woveil and in tresses^wrought, 
Ne other tire ^ she on her head did weare, 
But crowned with a garland of sweete rosiere.' 

XX. 

Goodly shee en tertaind those noble Knights, 
And brought them up into her Castle hall ; 
Where gende court and gracious delight 
Shee to them made, with mildnesse virginal], 
Shewmg hesselfe both wise and liberalL 
There when they rested had a season dew, 
They her besought of favour speciall 
Of that faire Casde to affix)rd them vew : 
Shee graunted ; and, them leading forthy the same did shew. 

XXI. 

First she them led up to the Castle wall. 
That was so high as foe might not it clime, 
And all so faire and fensible ^ withall ; 
Not built of bricke, ne yet of stone and lirtie, 
But of thing like to that Egyptian slime, 
Whereof king Nine whilome * built Babell towre : 
But O great pitty, that no lenger^ time 
So goodly workmanship should not endure ! 
Sbone it must tum6 to earth : No earthly thmg is sure. 

* Tire, head-dress. ■ Rosiere, rose-tree. 
' Fensible, capable of being defended. 

* WkUomef formerly. * Lenger, longer. 

XXI. 5. — JTuU Egyptian sUme.] To express the earthly origin of 
the hnman body, Spenser says that the tfastie was made of such slime 
•8 was used in building the tower of Babel. (Gen. xi. 3.) Why he 
should call it '^ j£gyptian " does not readily appear, as it was a kind of 
bitumen found in the neighborhood, unless because it was like the 
glatinouB slime deposited by the Nile. 
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XXII. 

The frame thereof seemd partly cbeulare, 
And part triangulare ; O worke diviae I 
Those two die first and last proportions aie ; 
The one imperfect, mcMrtall, foeminine ; 
Th' other immc»rtall, perfect, masculine ; 
And twixt them both a quadrate was the base, 
Proportiond equally by seven and nine ; 
Nine was the circle sett in heavens place : 
All which compacted made a goodly diapase* 

XXII. 1. — Thefiame thereof, &c.] This stanza forms the sabjeet 
of an elaborate note by Upton/ and is also explained in a letter by Sir 
Kenelm Digby , which letter is contained in Todd's edition of Spenser, 
and is a curious specimen of the mystical nonsense of a former age. 
From these two sources, I shall endeavor to extract a brief explanation. 
It will, be remembered that the castle and its inhabitant, Alma, typify 
the body and mind of man. 

'' The frame thereof seemd partly circulaxe, 
And part triangulare." 

drevlare refers to the mind, and triangrdare to the body. The eirele ii 
the most perfect of figures, and includes the greatest space, and the tri- 
angle is the most imperfect, and includes the least space ; consequently 
they denote the perfect mind and the imperfect body. The rank of 
these two figures is expressed by the line, 

« Those two the first and last proportions are." 

Man's body is imperfect and mortal, but his mind immortal and pei^ 
Ifect. The former is also called feminine, and the latter, masculine, 
because the mind is the active and generating principle, and the body 
the passive and recipient substance. 

" And twixt them both a quadrate was the base.** 

This line being utterly unintelligible to me, I can only copy Uptan's 
explanation — ** That is, between the mind and body, represented em- 
blematically by the circle and triangle,^ — the sacred Tetractys, th4 
/maUain of perpetual nature, (as called in the Pythagorean verses,) the 
mysterious qwadraU, was the base. This quadrate or sacred quaternion 

VOL. n. 6 
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XXIII. 

Therein two gates were placed seemly well : 
The one before, by which all in did pas. 
Did th' other far in workmanship excell ; 
For not of wood, nor of enduring bras, 
But of more worthy substance fram'd it was : 
Doubly disparted, it did locke and close, 
That, when it locked, none might thorough pas. 
And, when it opened, no man might it close ; 
Still opened, to their fiiendes, and closed to their foes. 

XXIV. 
Of hewen stone the porch was fa)rrely wrought, 
Stone more of valew, and more smooth and fine, 
Then * lett or marble far from Ireland brought ; 
Over the which was cast a wandring vine, 

> 7%eR, than. 



comprehended all number, all the elements, all the powers, energieSi 
•ad virtues in man." 

** Proportioild equally by seven and nine ; 
Niile was the circle sett in heavens place : 
All which compacted made a goodly dlapase." 

This refers to the influence supposed to be exerted upon the mind and 
body, both, by the heavenly bodies. Pytha^pras supposed that there 
were nine heavenly spheres visible to us, the sphere of the fixed starsi 
(which is <^ the circle sett in heavens place,") the seven spheres of the 
■even planets, including the sun and moon, and the sphere of the earth; 
all which ** compacted made a goodly diapase," that is, produced the 
music of the spheres. The whole stanza is derived from the well- 
known Pythagorean doctrines concerning numbers and figures. 

XXIV. l.— Tke porch.} It will be readily perceived that "the 
porch" represents the mouth; "the wandring vine," the lips; "the 
portcullis," the nose; "the Porter," the tongue; the "twise sixteene 
Warders," the teeth, &c. 

XXIV. 3. — From Ireland brought.'} It is stated by Todd that there 
was a marble quarry near the poet*s residence, in Ireland. 
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Encbaced ^ with a wanton y vie twine : 
And over it a fayre portcullis bong, - 
Which to the gate directly did incline 
With comely compasse and ccmipacture strong. 
Nether unseemly short, nor yet exceedmg long. 

XXV. . 

Within the Barbican ^ a Porter sate, 
Day and night duely keeping watch and ward ; 
Nor wight nor word mote passe out of the gate. 
But in good order, and with dew regard ; 
Utterers of secrets he firom thence debard, 
Bablers of folly, and blazers of cryme : 
His larum-bell imghi lowd and wyde be hard 
When cause requyrd, but never out of time ; 
Eariy and late it rong, at evening and at. prime. 

XXVI. 
And rownd about the porch on every syde 
Twise sixteene Wardei-s satt, all armed bright 
In gUstring Steele, and strongly fortifyde : 
Tall yeomen seemed they and of. great might. 
And were enraunged ready still for fight. 
By them as Alma passed with her guestes, 
They did obeysaunce, as beseemed right, 
And then againe retoumed to dieir restes : 
The PortCT eke to her did lout^ with humble gestes.* 

XXVIl. 
Thence she them brought into a stately hall, 
Wherem were many tables fayre dispred. 
And ready dight with drapets ^ festivall, 
Against the viaundes should be ministred. 

> Enehaeedy tAomed. ^ Gestey, gestures. 

' Barbieanf out-work, porch. ' Drapets, linen cloths. 
' tjnUy bow. 
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At th' upper end there sate, yclad in red 
Downe to the ground, a comely personage, 
That in his hand a white rod menaged ; 
He Steward was, hight ^ Diet ; rype of age, 
And in demeanure sober, and m counseU sage. 

XXVIII. 
And through the hall there walked to and fio 
A ioUy yeoman, Marshall of the same. 
Whose name was Appetite ; he did bestow 
Both guestes and meate, whenever in they came, 
And knew them how to order without blame. 
As him the Steward badd. They both attone^ 
Did dewty to th«r Lady, as .became ; 
Who, passing by, forth ledd her guestes anone 
Into the kitchin rowme, ne spard for nicenesse none* 

XXIX. 
It was a vaut ^ ybuilt for great dispence,^ 
With many raunges reard along the waU, 
And one great chimney, whose long tonnell thence 
The ^moke forth threw : And in the midst of all 
There placed was a caudron wide and tall 
Upon a mightie fomace, burning whott,* 
More whott^ then * Aetn', or flaming Mongiball : 
For day and night it brent,' ne ceased not. 
So long as any thing it in the caudron gott. 

XXX. 

But to delay ® the heat, least by mischaunce 

» Eight f called. » WhoUy hot. 

• AtUmej together. • Then, than. 
» VatUf vault. 7 Brent, burnt. 

* Dispence, expense. ■ Delay, temper. 



XXIX. 5. — ^ eaudran.'] This caudron is the stonuush. 

XXIX. 7. — MimgibaU.'] Mongiball is another name for Mt iEtna. 
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It might breake out and set the whole on fyre^ 
There added was hj goodly ordinaunce 
An huge great payre of bellowes, which did'8t3rre^ 
Continually, and cooling breath inspyre. 
About the caudion many Cooked accoyld ^ 
With hookes and ladles, as need did requyre ; 
The whyles the viaundes in the vessdl boyld. 
They did about their businesse sweat, and sorely toyld. 

XXXI. 
The mabter Cooke was cald Concoction ; 
A carefiill man, and full of comely guyse : 
The kitchin Clerke, that hight ^ Digestion, 
Did order all di' achates ^ in seemely wise. 
And set them forth, as well he could devise. 
The rest had severall offices ass3md ; 
Some to remove the scum as it did rise ; 
Others to beare the same away did mynd ; 
And others it to use according to his kynd« 

XXXII. 
But all the liquour, which was fowle and waste. 
Not good nor serviceable elles for ought, 
They in another great round vessel plaste, 
Till by a conduit pipe it thence were brought ; 
And all the rest, that noyous ^ was and nought, 
By secret wayes, that none might it espy. 
Was close convaid, and to the backgate brought, 
That cleped ^ was Port Esquiline, whereby 
It was avoided quite, and throwne out privily. 

* StyrBf B^y more. *- AehdteSf proyimaoM, 

• Accoyld, stood round. - * Koyous^ o^nsive. 
' Bight, was called. * Cleped, named. 



XXX. 4. — Payrs of hdlowes.'] These are t!ie hmgs. 

XXXII. 8.— Por« EsquUme.-] The Campus Esquiliniw, m aaeifiirt 

6* 
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XXXIII. 
Which goodly order and great workmahs skill 
Whenas those Knightes beheld, with rare delight 
And gazing wonder they their mindes did fill ; 
For never had they seene so straimge a sight. 
Thence backe againe faire Alma led them right, 
And soone into a goodly parlour brought, 
That was with royall arras richly di^t,^ 
In which was nothing pourtrahed nor wrought ; 
Not wrought nor pourtrahed, but easie to be thought : 

XXXIV. 

And in the midst thereof upon the floure 
A lovely bevy of faire Ladies sate, 
Courted of many a iolly ^ paramoure, 
The which them did in modest wise amate,^ 
And each one sought his. Lady to aggrate"** 
And eke eraongst them little Cupid playd 
His wanton sportes, being retoumed late 
From his fierce warres, and having from him layd 
EDs cruell bow, wherewitli he thousands hath dismayd. 

XXXV. 

Diverse delights they fownd themselves to please; 
Some song in sweet consort ^ ; some laught for ioy ; 
Some plaid with strawes ; some ydly satt at ease ; 

Dight, ornamented. * lolly, handsome. ^ Amate, accompany. 
♦ Aggraie, please. * Consdrt, concert. 



Rome, was granted by the senate as a place of burial for the poor. It 
was outside of the Esquiline gate, through which the bodies were car- 
ried. Criminals were generally carried through that gate on their way 
to execution. 

XXXIII. 8. — In which, &c.] *In which nothing was depicted or 
wrought which was not easy to be comprehended.' 

XXXIV. 2.-0/ /aire Ladies.] These faire Ladies represent the 
▼arious affections ', the parlor of arras being the heart. 
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But other some could not abide to toy, 
All pleasaunce^ was to them griefe and annoy : 
This finound ; that faund ; the third for shame did blush ; 
Another seemed envious, or coy ; 
Another in her teeth did gnaw a rush : 
But at these straungers presence every one did hush. 

XXXVI. 

Soone as the gracious Alma came in place, 
They all attonce out of their seates_ arose, 
And to her homage made with humble grace : 
Whom when the Knights beheld, they gan dispose 
Tliemselves to court, and each a damzell chose : 
The Prince by chaunce did on a Lady light. 
That was right faire and fresh as morning rose. 
But somwhat sad and solemne eke in sight,^ 
As if some pensive thought constraind her gentle spright. 

XXAVll. 

In a long purple pall, whose skirt with gold 
Was fretted ^ all about, she was arayd ; 
And in her hand a poplar braunch did hold ; 
To whom the Prince m courteous maner sayd ; 
" Gentle Madame, why beene ye thus dismayd. 
And your faire beautie doe with sadnes spill ^ ? 
lives any that you hath thus ill apayd ^ ? 
Or doen you love, or doen you lack your will ? 
Whatever bee the cause, it sure beseemes you ill." 

' In sight, in appearance, or expression. ' Sp^, spoil, obsciue. 
• Fretted, embroidered with fret- work. * ^pa^d, treated. 



XXXVII. 3. — ^poplar hraunchJ] The pophir was sacred to Her- 
cules, which is probably the reason why this lady, who represents the 
love of distinction, has a branch of it in her hands, that hero being to 
preeminently distinguished for that quality. 
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xxxvm. 

" Fayre Sir/' said she^ halfe in disdainefiil wise, 
*' How is it &at this word in xne ye blahie, 
And in yourselfe doe not die same advise ^ ? 
Him ill beseemes anothers fault to name, ^ 
That may unwares be blotted with the same : 
Pensive I yeeld I am, and sad in mind, 
Through great desire of glory and of iame ; 
Ne ought I weene are ye therem behynd, [Her find." 
That have twelve months sought One, yet no where can 

XXXIX. 
The Prince was inly moved at her speach, 
Well weeting ^ trew what she had rashly ^ told ; 
Yet with faire semblaunt * sought to hyde the breach, 
Which chaunge of colour did perforce unfold, 
Now seeming flaming whott,^ now stony cold : 
Tho,** turning soft aside, he cllcl inquyre 
What wight she was that poplar braunch did hold : 
It answered was, her name was Prays-desire, 
That by well doing sought to honour to aspyre. 

XL. 

The whiles the Faery Knight did entertaine 
Another Damsel! of that gentle crew, 
That was right fayre and modest of demayne,*^ 
But that too oft she chaung'd her native hew : 
Straunge was her tyre,® and all her garment Hew, 
Close rownd about her tuckt with many a plight ® : 

^ jM»ue, pereeire. ' J%Of then. 

' Weeting, knowing. ' Demayne, demeanor. 

' Rashly, at a -venture. ^ ^V**^) dress. 

< SembloMml, appearance. * PUghi, fold. 

* Wh9U^ hot. 



XXX VIII. 9. — JIuU have twdve months, &c.] See ante^ stanza VU. 
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Upon her fist the bird, which shomneth vew 
And keepes in coverts close fixxn living wight, 
Did sitt, as jet ashamd how rude Pan did her di^C^ 

XU. 
So long as Cruyon with her communed,' 
Unto the grownd she cast her modest eye, 
And ever and, anone with rosy red 
The bashfull blood her snowy cheekes did dye. 
That her became, as polisht yvory 
Which cunning craftesman hand hath ovedayd 
With feyre vermilion or pure lasteiy.' 
Great wonder had the Knight to see the Mayd 
So straungely pasi^ned,^ and to her g^atly said ; 

XLII. 

'^ Fayre Damatell, iseemeth by your troubled cheare, 
That either me too bold ye weene, this wise 
You to niolest, or oth^ ill to feare 
That in the secret of your hart close lyes. 
From whence It doth, as cloud fixxn sea, aryse: 
If it be I, of pardon I you pray ; 
But, if ought else that I mote not devyse, 
I will, if please you it discure,^ assay 
To ease you of that iU, so wisely as I may.'' 

XLlll. 
She answerd nought, but more abasht for shame 
Held downe her head, the whiles her lovely fiice 

^ Dightf treat. * Passianedf conftued. 

' Cmmmmed, convened. * Diseure, reyeal. 

* LatUryf red color. 



XL. 7. — The hirdy dec.] The nymph Echo bore to Pan a danghter 
named Jynx, who was changed by Juno into a bird of the tame name, 
which, in the lexicons and dictionaries is called << the Wryneck." Up- 
ton coi\jectnres that Spenser, by his description, means the cackow. 
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The flashing blood with blushing did inflame, 
And the strong passion ^ mard her modest graoe. 
That Guyon raervayld at her uncouth cace^ ; 
Till Alma him bespake ; " Why wonder yee, 
Faire Sir, at that which ye so much embrace? 
She is the fountaine of your modestee ; 
ITou shamefast are, but Shamefastnes itselfe is shee." 

XLIV. 
Thereat the Elfe did blush in privitee, 
And tumd his face away ; but she the same 
Dissembled * faire, and faynd to oversee.* 
Thus they awhile with court and goodly game 
Themselves did solace each one with his Dame, 
Till that great Lady thence away them sought 
To vew her Castles other wondrous frame : 
Up to a stately turret she them brought, 
Ascending by ten steps of alabaster wrought. 

XLV. 

That turrets frame most admirable was. 
Like highest heaven compassed around, 
And lifted high above this earthly masse, 
Which it survewd, as hils doen lower ground : 
But not on ground mote like to this be found ; 
Not that, which antique Cadmus whylome ^ built 
In Thebes, which Alexander did confound ; 
Nor that proud towre of Troy, though richly guilt,^ [spilt. 
From which young Hectors blood by cruell Greekes was 

' Passion, emotion. * Opersee, overlook. 

' Uncouth cacty singular appearance. ^ Wkylome, formerly. 

' Dissembled, pretended not to obserre. * ChtUt, gilded. 



XLIII. 7. — Which ye so much embrace.'] * Why wonder ye at that of 
which you yourself have so large a share ? * 

XLV. 9. — From which young Hectors blood, &c.] Astyanaz, the 
son of Hector, was thrown from the walls of Troy by the Greeks. 
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XLVI. 

The roofe hereof was arched over head, 
And deckt with flowers and herbars * daintily ; 
Two goodly beacons, set in watch^ stead, 
Therein gave light, and flamd continually : 
For they of living fire most subtilly 
Were made, and set in silver sockets bright, 
Cover'd with lids deviz'd of substance sly,^ 
That readily they shut and open might. 
O, who can tell the prayses of that Makers might ! 

XLVII. 

Ne can I tell, ne can I stay to tell. 
This parts great workemanship and wondrous powre, 
That all this other worldes worke doth excell, 
And likest is unto that heavenly towre 
That God hath built for his owne blessed bowre. 
Therein were divers rowmes, and divers stages ; 
But three the chiefest and of greatest powre, 
In which there dwelt three honorable Sages, 
The wisest men, I weene, that lived in their ages. 

XLVIII. 
Not he, whom Greece, the nourse of all good arts, 
By Phoebus doome the wisest thought alive, 
Might be compar'd to these by many parts : 
Nor that sage Pylian syre, which did survive 
Three ages, such as mortall men contrive,^ 

* Herbars^ plants. ' Sly, finely wrought. ^ Contrive, spend. 

— — -^ 

XLVI. \. — The roofe, &c.] The " arched roofe " is the skull ; the 
"flowers and herbars," the hair; the" two goodly beacons," the eyes. 

XLVI. 3. — In watches stead.} In the place of watches. 

XLVIII. 1. — JYot he, &c.] Socrates, whom the oracle at Delphi 
pronounced the wisest of men. 

XLVIII. 4. — JWw tto sage Pylian syre."] Nestor. 
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By whose advise old Priams cittie fell, 

With these in praise of poUicies mote strive. 

Tliese thr:e in these three rowmes did sondiy dwell. 
And counselled fsure Alma how to goveme well. 

XLIX. 

The First of them could things to come foresee ; 

The Next could of thinges present best advize ; 

The Third things past could keep in memoree : 

So that no time nor reason could arize, 

But that the same could one of these comjmze. 

Forthy ^ the First did m the forepart sit, 

That nought mote hinder his quicke preiudize^ ; 

He had a sharpe foresight and working wit 
That never idle was, ne once would rest a whit. 

L. 
His chamber was dispamted all within 
With sondry colours, in th& which were writ 
Infinite shapes of thinges dispersed thin ; 
Some such as in the world were never yit, 
Ne can devized be of mortall wit ; 
Some daily scene and knowen by their names, 
Such as in idle fantasies do flit ; 
Infemall hags, centaurs, feendes, hippodames,' 
Apes, lyons, aegles, owles, fooles, lovers, children, dames. 

LI. 
And all the chamber filled was with flyes 

* JPWcAy, therefore. ' Preiudize, fotresight. 

' HippodameSf sea-horses. 



XLIX. 1. — The First of. tkem.'] The first of these personages is 
Imagination, the second, Judgment, and the third, Memory. 

L. 9. — ,Spes, &c] The singular group of objects which is here 
presented renlinds one of the celebrated line — 

^ Lutes, lobsters, seas of milk, and ships of amber.*' 
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Which buz2»d ail about, and maide tstieh sound 
That they ^ncombred all mens eares and eyes ; 
Like many swamoes of bees assembled xousd. 
After their hives with honny do abound. 
All those were idle Thougbtes and Fantasiraiy 
Devices, Dreaxnes, OfnnioDS unsoumd, 
Shewes, Visions, Sooth-sayes, and Prophesies ; 
And all that fained is, as Leasmgs,^ Tales, and Lie^. 

UI. 
Emongst them all isate he which wonned^ th&Bd^ 
That bight ^ Phastastes by lusvnalure tiew ; 
A man of yeares yeC firesfa, as mote aj^iere, 
'OF swaitfa conifklexion, and of crabbed hew, 
That him iiall of melancholy did^ shew ; 
Bent hollow beetle bixywes, sharpe staring ^es, 
That mad or foolish seemd: one by his vew 
Mote deeme him home with ill*disposed skyes, . 
When oblique^ Satume ssdie in ih' house of agonyes^ 

LIU. 
Whom Alma having shewed to her Guests, 
Thrice brought them to the second rowme, whose wftb 
Were painted fiare with memorable gestes^ 
Of famous wisards ; and widi picturab 
Of magistrates, of courts, of tribunals. 
Of common wealthes, of states^ of pollicy, 

> LeasingSf antraths. * Ohlique, unpropitioiu. 

' Wofuied, dwelt. * GesUSy deeds. 

* JBgkt^ is called. 



LII. 9. — ffken oUique Satume, dbc.] Among astrologers, the infla- 
enoe of Saturn vras always deemed mellgnaat. Sir Diomas Browne, 
in his ReTigio Medici, says, <* I was bom In tlie pfametaiy homi of Sat^ 
am, and I think I have a piece of that leaden planet in me.^' 

TOL. II. 7 
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Of lawes, of iudgementes, and of d^retab, 
AU artes, ail science, all philosophy, 
And all that in the world was ay tliought wittily.^ 

LIV. 
Of those that rowme was fiill ; and them Bjpooag 
There sate a Man of ripe and perfect age, 
Who did them meditate all his life long, 
That through continuall practise and usage 
He now was growne right wise and wondrous sage : 
Great plesure had those straunger Knightes to see 
His goodly reason and grave personage, 
That his disciples both desyrd to bee : 
But Alma thence them led to th' hindmost rowme of three. 

^ LV. 
Tha^t chamber seemed ruinous and old^ 
And therefore was removed far behind. 
Yet were the wak, that did the same uphold, 
Right firme and strong, though somewhat they deelkid ; 
And therein sat an Old old Man, halfe blind, 
And all decrepit in his feeble corse,? 
Yet lively vigour rested in his mind. 
And recompenst them with a better scorse ^ : 
Weake body well is chang'd for minds redoubled fiutse. 

LVI. 
This man of infinite remembraunce was, 
And things forgone * through many ages held, 



* WUHItfy wisely. » Scorse, exchange. 

• Gorge, body. * Forgone, gone by. 

> ■ 

LIV. 2.— .tf Man.] This is the Judgment. 

L V. 4. — Declind,] i. e. from a perpendicular position. 

LV. ^,—AnOid old Man,} This is the Memory. 
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Which he recorded still as they did pas, 

Ne suffied them to perish through long eld/ 

As all things els the which this world doth weld' ; 

But laid them up in his immortaU serine,^ 

Where they for ever iocomipted dweld: 

The warres he well remembred of king Nme, 

Of old Assaracus, and Inachus divine. 

LVII. 
The yeares of Nestor nothmg were to hb, 
Ne y^ Mathusalem, though l<Higest liv'd ; 
For he remembred both their infancis : 
Ne wonder then if that he were deprivM 
Of native strength now that he them survived. 
His chamber all was hangd about with rcdls 
And old records from aimcient times derivd, 
Some made in books, some m long parchment scrolls, 

That were all worm-eaten and fiill of canker holes. 

LVIII. 
Amidst them all he in a chaire was sett, 
Tossmg and turning them witbouten end ; 
But fi>r^ he was unhable them to fett,^ 
A litle Boy did on him still attend 
To reach, whenever he for ought did send : 
And oft when thinges were lost, or laid amis, 
That Boy them sought and unto him did lend : 
Therefore he Anamnestes cleped ® is ; 

And that Old Man Eumnestes, by their propertis. 

* Eld^ a|^. ^ Bui for y bat beeanae. 

* Wddy wield, or uae. • Fat, fetch. 

* &TtiM, desk. * deptdy called. 



LVm. 4. —A lide Bay^ &c.] The Boy sustauns to the Old Man the 
lefaitMm of Recollection to Memory. — Eumnesies means a person of 
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LIX. 

The Knightes there entring did him rerefence dmr, 
And wondred at his endlesse exercise. 
Then as they gan his libraiy to yew, 
And antique regesteis for to avise,^ 
There chaunced to the Princes hand to rize 
An auncient bodce, hight ^ Briton M<mime$it$f 
That of this lands first conquest did devize, 
AnddddivkioaiatoreguBenCs^ 
TDl it reduced was to one mans govonemeiits. 

LX. 
Sir Guyon chaiinst eke on another booke. 
That hight * Aniiquitee of Faery Lond : 
In which whenas he greedily did lopke, 
Th' (Spring of Elves and Faryes there he find, 
As it ddivered was fiom hond to hood : 
Whereat they, burning both with fervcmt fire 
Their Countreys Auncestry to understond, 
Crav'd leave of Alma and that aged Sire 
To read those bookes ; who gladly graunted their deare. 

> AfrisBf examine. * Higki^^eaXied. * RegtmrnUf, gow e nmieni». 



good memory ; JhtamnesteSf one who puts in minid of something whieh 
has been forgotten* 
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CANTO X. 

A Chronicle of Briton Kings,* 
From Brute to Uthers rayne ; 

And Rolls of Elfin Emperourfl, 
Till time of Gloriane. 

I. 
Who now sbaU give unto me words aed 450Uiid 
Equal! unto this hau^ty ^ enterprise ? 
Or who shall lend me wings, with which fiom g^xmnd 
My lowly verse may loftily arise^ 
And lift itselfe unto the highest skyes ? 
More ample spirit than hetherto was wount^ 
Here needes me, whiles the famous Auncestryes 
Of my most dreaded Sov^aigne I recount, 
By which all earthly Princes ^e doth far surmount. 

II. 
Ne under sunne that shines so wide and faire, 
Whence all that lives does borrow Ufe and li^t. 
Lives ought that to her linage may compaire ; 

1 Haughty, higk, bold. * Wotrnty wont. 



* Ji Chromde of Briton Kings."] As this Chronicle is purely faba« 
loos, it has not been deemed worth while to explain it by annotations, 
except to point ont what portions conform to sober history. It is taken 
from GreoffiEcy of Monmouth, and an abstract of it may be found in the 
first book of Milton's History of England. A Summary of Greofirey 
of Monmouth is also contained in the first volume of Ellis's Specimens 
of Ancient English Metrical Romances. Hughes calls this canto ^ a 
very amusing digression" — an opinion in which, probably^ fiew will 
•oinokle. 

7* 



Which though finom earth it be derived right. 
Yet doth itselfe stretch forth to hevens hight. 
And all the world with wonder overspred ; 
A labor huge, exceeding fiir my might ! 
How shall fi-aile pen, with fear disparaged. 
Conceive such soveraine glory and great bountyhed I 

ill. 
Argument worthy of Maeonian qirill ; 
Or rather worthy of great Phoebus rote,^ 
Whereon the ruines of great Ossa hill. 
And triumphes of Phlegraean love, he wrote. 
That all the gods admird his lofty note. 
But, if some relbh of that hevenly lay 
HBs learned daughters would to me report 
To decke my song withall, I would assay 
Thy name, O soveraine Queene, to blazon far away* 

IV. 

Thy name, O soverame Queene, thy realme^ and mce. 
From this renowmed Prince derived arre. 
Who mightily upheld that royall mace* 
Which now thou bear'st, to thee descended farre 
From mighty kings and conquerours in warre. 
Thy fathers and great-grandfathers of old. 
Whose ftoble dcteds above the northern stane 
Immortall Fame for ever hath enrold ; 
As in that Old Mans booke they were m order told. 

The Land which warlike Britons now possesse, 

* Rotef musical mstniment. ' Mace, sceptre. 



111. 1. — Argument, &c.] * An ar^ment worthy of Homer's pen, or 
the harp of Apollo, upon which he sung the triumphs of Jupiter oyer 
the giants on the Phlegreean plains.' 

V. 1. — J%e Land, &c.] " The fabulous colonies of Egyptiuui and 
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And therein have their mighty empire raysd> 
In antique times was salvage wildemesse> 
Unpeopled, unmannurd, unprovd, unpraysd; 
Ne^was it island then, ne was it paysd^ 
Amid tlie ocean wav^j ne was it sought 
Of meichants farre for profits therein praysd ; 
But was all desolate, and of some thought 
By sea to have bene Scorn the Celticke mayn-land brought. 

VI. 
Ne did it then deserve a name to have, 
Till that the venturous mariner that way 
Leaming*1iis ship fiom those white rocks to save, 
Which all along the southeme sea-coast lay 
Threatning unheedy wrecke and rash decay, 
For safety tliat same his sea-marke made, 
And nam'd it Albion : But later day, 
Fmding in it fit ports^ for fishers trade, 
Gan more the same frequent, and further to invades. 

yn. 

But far in land a salvage nation dwelt 
Of hideous giaunts, and halfe-beastly men, 
That never tasted grace, nor goodnes felt; 
But wild like beastes lurking in loathsome den, 
And flying fast as roebucke through the fen, 
All naked without shame or care of ktoM, 
By hunting and by spoiling liveden^ y^ 

' Paysdy poised. ' JUvedeny lived. 



Trojans, of Scajidinavians and Spaniards, which flattered the pride and 
anrased the credulity of our nide ancestors, have insensibly yanished in 
the light of science and philosophy. The present age is satisfied with 
the simple and rational opinion that the islands of Great Britain and 
Ireland were gradually peopled from the adjacent continent of Gaul." 

' Gibbon, gU. xxv. 



» 

Of stature huge^ suad eke of corage bdd. 
That sonnes of m^ amazd their stemesse to behold 

VIII. 

But whence they spiong, or how they were b^ott^ 
Uneath ^ is to assure ^ ; uneath to weene 
That monstrous error which doth some assott^^ 
That Dioclesians fifty daughteis shene * 
Into this Land by chaunce have driven bene ; 
Where, companing with feends and filthy sprights 
Through vaine illusion of thar lust unclene, 
They brought forth geaunts,^ and such dreadful wights 
As &r exceeded m^i in their immeasurd mights. 

IX. 
They held this Land, and with their filthinesse 
Polluted this same gentle soyle long time ; 
That their owne mother loathd their beastlines^e, 
And gan abhorre her broods unkindly ^ crime, 
AD were they borne of hejr owne native slime: 
Until that Brutus, anciendy derived 
From roiall stocke of old Assaracs line, 
Driven by fatall error here arriv'd. 
And them of their unjust possession depriv'd, 

X. 

But ere he had established his throne. 
And spred his empire to the utmost shore, 
He fought great batteils with his salvage fone'^: 
In which he them defeated evermore, 

> Uneathy scarcely. » Geaunts, giants. 

* w9«n«r6, to assure confidently. * C/iiA»iu22y, unnatonl. 

* As9cU, beguile. ' Fone^ foes. 

* fiftoie, bright. 



VIII. 2. — Uneath to ireiM.] * It is not easy to believe/ 

IX. 8.— ^FdtaUerror.] Wandering ordained by the fitte*. 



And many giaunts left cm gRming floie: 
That well can witnes yet unto this day 
The westeme Hogh, bespiincled with the good 
Of mighty Goeihot, whome m stout fray 
Corineus conquered, and cruelly did slay. 

XL 
And eke that ample pitt, yet &r renownd 
For the large leape which Debon did compell 
Ck>ulin to make, bemg ei^t lugs^ of grownd. 
Into the which retouming backe he fell : 
But those three monstrous stones doe most exoeD, 
Which that huge sonne of hideous Albion, 
Whose fiither Hercules in Fraunce did qudU, 
Great Godmer threw, m fierce contenticxi, 

At bold Canutus ; but of hkn was slaine anon. 

XII. 
In meed of these great conquests by them gott^ 
Corin^is had that piOTince utmost west 
To him assigned for his worthy lott, 
Which of his name and memorable gest ^ 
He called Comwaile, yet so called best: 
And Debons shayre was, that is DevcxiiAyre : 
But Canute had his portion fix>m the rest, 
The which he cald Canutium, for his byre ; 

Now Cantium, which Kent we comenly mquyre.' 

XIII. 
Thus Brute this Realme unto his rule subdewd, 
And raigned long in great felicity, 
Lov'd of his fireends, and of his foes esdiewd : 
He left three sonnes, his famous progeny, 
Bome of fayre Inogene of Italy ; 

> Lugs^ rods. ' Otflf deed. * Mnquyre, can. 



L __ 
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Mongst whom be parted his imperiall state. 
And Locrine left cfaiefe lord of Britany. 
At last ripe age bad him surrender late 

His life^ and long good fortune^ unto finall fate* 

XIV, 
Locrine was left the soveraine lord of all ; 
But Albanact had all the northeme port, 
Which of himselfe Albania be did call ; 
And Camber did possesse the westeme quart,^ 

» Which Seveme now from Logris doth depart ^ : 
And each his portion peaceably enioyd^ 
Ne was there outward breach, nor grudge in hart, 
That once their quiet government annoyd ; 

But each his paynes to ckhers profit still employd. 

XV. 

Untill a Nation straung, with visage swart 
And cocage fierce that all men did affiay, 
Which through the world then swarmd.in every part, 
. And overflowd all countries far away, 
like Noyes ^ great flood, with their importune.* sway, 
This Land invaded with like violence, 
And did themselves through all the north display ; 
Untill that Locrine for his Realmes defence, 
Did head against them n^ake and strong munificence.^ 

XVI. 
He them encountred, a confused rout, 
F(»eby ® the river that whyl6me "^ was bight ® 

^ Qjuart, quarter. ^ Munificenee, defence. 

• Depart, separate. .• Foreby, near to. 

• Noyes, Noah's. ' Whyldme, formerly. 

• Impdrtune, cruel. * Hight, called. 



XIV. 3. — Mbania.} Scotland. 



G» X. THE FAERIE QUEENE. 83 

The ancient Abus, wh^e with courage stout 
He them defeated in victorious fight, 
And chaste so fiercely alter fearefiill flight, 
That forst their chiefetain, for his safeties sake, 
(Their chiefetam Humber named was aright,) 
Unto the mighty streame him to betake, 
Where he an end of batteill and of life did make. 

xvn. 

The Ejng retoumed proud of victory. 
And insdent wox through unwonted ease, 
That shortly he forgot the ieopardy, 
Which in his Land he lately did appease. 
And fell to vaine voluptuous disease: 
He lov'd faiFe Ladie Estrild, leudly. lov'd. 
Whose wanton pleasures, him too much did please. 
That quite his hart from Guendolene removed. 
From Guendolene his wife, though alwaies faithful prov'd. 

XVIII. 
The noble daughter of Corineus 
Would not endure to bee so vile disdaind. 
But, gathering force and comge valorous, 
Encountred him in batteill well ordaind. 
In which him vanquisht she to fly constraind : 
But she so fast pursewd, that him she tooke 
And threw in bands, where he till death r^naund : 
Als ^ bis faire leman flying through a brooke 
She overhent,^ nought moved with her piteous looke ; 

XIX. 

But both herselfe, and eke her daughter deare 

Begotten by her kingly paramoure. 

The faire Sabrina, almost dead with feare, 

> Als, also. ' Overkent, oyertook. 



« 
^ 



XIX. 3. — 2%« faire SaMna.] Thw is the "Sabrina ftir" of Ha. 
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She th^e aitached^^^ar fiom all sueedbre: 
The one she slew upon the present flouro ; 
But the sad vir^n innocent of all 
Adowne the rolling river i^ did poure. 
Which of her name now Seveme men do call : 
Such was the end that to disloyall k>ve (fid fall. 

XX. 

Then finr her sonne, which rfie to Locrin bcffe^ 
(Madan was young, unmeet the rule to sway,) 
In her owne haild the crowne i^e kept in store^ 
Till ryper years he raught ^ and strcmger stay : 
During which time her powre she did display 
TTirough all this Realme, the glory of h^* sex. 
And first taught men a w(»nan to obay : 
But^ wh^ her sonne to mans estate did wex,' 
She it surrendred, ne her selfe would lenger vex. 

XXJ. 
Tho * Madan raignd, unworthie of his race ; 
For with all shame that sa<:$fed tbrode he fild*^ 
Next M emprise, as unworthy of that place. 
In which being conscnrted with Manild, 
For thirst of sbgle kingdom him he kild. 
But Ebranck salved ^ both their infamies 
With noble deedes, and warreyd on Brunchild 
In Henault, where yet of his victories 
Brave moniments remaine, which yet that land envi^ 

* Attached^ seized. « 7%o, then. 

« Raught, reached. » Fildj defiled. 

» Wex, grow. • Salted^ healied. 



ton's Comtis, in which her sad fate is commemorated in a passage of 
great beauty. 

XIX. 5. — The present floure.] The very spot. 

XXI. 7. — BrunehUd.^ This is a hero of the romantic ages of Ger- 
SMsy. HtnauU, or HainauU, is ona of the provinces of Belgionk 
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An happf tnaa ih his fifst dayes be ma. 
And happy father of fake progeny : 
For all so many weekeBy as^ ikie yieale lum. 
So many children^ he did multiply ; , 
Of which w&ce twcsntie soniies, wMek did apply 
Their mmdes to. prayse and ehevalrous dtigym : 
Thoee geimans ^ did subdew all Gefmany, 
Of whom it bi^t ^ ; bi:^ in the dfid their ayre 
With fovle repulse ibom Fraunce was foced to letyve. 

xxni. 

Which blott his somie succeeding in his seat. 
The second Brute, the second both in name 
And eke in semblaunce of his puissanaice greats 
Right well recor'd,^ and (fid away tbat blame 
With recompence of everlastiog fmne: 
He with lids victctur sword first c^^ed 
The bowdb of wide Fraunce, a foilome Damei 
And ttaght her fiijst how to be conquered ;; [ed. 

Since which, with sondrie spoiles she hath bees lansaek- 

Let Sealdis U&f and let tell HaniSi, 
And let the marsh of Esthambruges tell, 
Whait colour were their waters that same day, 
And all the moore twixt Elversham and Dell, 
With blood of Henalois which therein (eSl. 
How oft that day did sad Brunchildis see 
The greene shield dyde in dolorous vermeil ? 

' Garmansj brothers. * Bight, was called ' Burnt' A^ reeovenfed. 

XXn.8.-^Of«Aomie%iU.] Thiskanaixianngdenvsl^Boftlls 
mid Omrmarvy^ a xiame ^swa bjrthe Romana. 
XXIY. l.--&Mi{^i9.] This id te m^t Schald. 

VOL. II. 8 
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That not scudth guiridh it mote seeme to bee, 
But rather y scuUh gogh, signe of sad crudtee, 

XXV. 
His Sonne king Leill, by fathers labour long, 
Enioyd an heritage of lasting peace, 
And built Cairleill, and built Cairleon strong. 
Next Huddibras his realme did not encrease, 
But taught the Land from wearie wars to cease. 
Whose footsteps Bladud following, in artes 
Exeeld at Athens all the learned preace,^ 
From whence he brought them to these salvage parts, 
And with sweet science moUifide their stubbome harts. 

XXVI. 

Ensample of his wondrous faculty, 
Behold the boyling bathes at Cairbadon, 
Which seeth with secret fire eternally, 
And in their entrailles, full of quick brimston. 
Nourish the flames which they are warmd upon. 
That to their people wealth they forth do well,* 
And health to every forrejme nation : 
Yet he at last, contending to excell 
The reach of men, through flight mto fond mischief fell. 

XXVII. 
Next him king Leyr in happie peace long raynd, 

* Preacefihiong. • JTeK, pour. 



XXIV. 8. — Scuith guiridh.'] These are Welsh words, meaning " the 
green shield.*' Y smith gogh means " the red shield." 

XXV. 3. — CairleUl.'] The town of Carlisle. 

XXVI. 2. — Cairbadon.] The town of Bath. 

XXVI. 9. — Fond mischief.'] Foolish death or ruin. The Btorjr m 
that, in attempting to fly, he fell and was dashed in pieces. 

XXVII. 1 . — King- Leyr,] At the time this stanza was written, Spenser 
little dreamed of the immortality which this name was destined to enjoy. 
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But had no issue male him to succeed, 
But three faire daughters, which were well uptrsund 
In all that seemed fitt for kingly seed ; 
Mongst whom his Realme he equally decrefed 
To have divided : Tho,^ when feeble age 
Nigh to his utmost date he saw proceed, 
He cald his daughtejs^ and with speeches sage 
Inquyrd, which of them most did love her parentage.* 

XXVIII, 
The eldest Gonorillgan to protest^. - 
That she much more than' her owne life him lov'd ; 
And Regan greater love to him profest 
Then 3 all the worlds whenever it were proov'd ; 
But Cordeill s£ud she lov'd him as b^oov'd: 
Whose simple answere, wanting eolours iayre 
To paint it forth, him to displeasaunce moov'd, 
That in his crown he counted her no hayre. 
But twixt the other twain his Kingdom whole did sAiayre. 

XXIX. 
So wedded th' one to Maglan^king of Sccttes, 
And th' other to the king of Cambria, 
And twixt them shayrd his Realme by equall lottes ; 
But, without dowre, the wise Cordelia 
Was sent to Aganip of Celtica : 
Their aged sjnre, thus eased of his crowne, 
A private life ledd in Albania 
With Gonorill, long had in great renowne, ^ 
That nought him griev'd to beene firom rule deposed downe. 

> Thoj theb. ' PareTVtage, parent. * Then, than. 



** King Lear " was published about sixteen years after the Faerie Que^ne. 
Tlie magic of Shakspeare's genius has made these the only interesting 
stanzas in the whole canto. 
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But trae it ifl that, when the oyle is spent^ 
. The light goes out^ and weelte ^ is tfarowae away ; 
So, when he had reagnd his xegiakeat^ 
His daughtOT gan despise his droupmg day. 
And wearie wax of his continuall stay : 
Tho ^ to ins daughter R^an he repayrdi 
Who him at Gacsit well used eveiy way ; 
But, when of his departure she despayrd, 
Her bountie she abated, and his cheaie onpayid. 

XXXI. 

The wretched man gan then avise^ too late. 
That love is not where most it is profest ; 
Too truely tryde in his extremest state I 
At last, resolv'd likewise to prove the rest, 
He to C(»rddia himselfe addrest, 
Who with eo^re affection him receav'd, 
As §at her syre and king her seemed best ; 
And after all an army strong she leav'd,^ 
To war on those which>him had of his Reahne bereaved 

XXXII. 
So to his ciowne she him restord againid ; 
In which he dyde, made ripe for death by eld,® 
And after wild it should to her remaine : 
Who peaceaUy the same long time did weld,^ 
And all mens harts in dew obedience held ; 
1111 that her sasters children, woxen strong, 

> Weeke^ wick. * Leav'dj levied. 

* Begimenty goyenunent. * Eld, tige, 

' Tho, then. 7 WM, wield. 
^ Jiwim, reflect 



XXX. 4. *- His drotgdng day.'] Hii deelini^s yaan. 



0« s. ms^ KAianc 



Througb foood amUtkin against benarikdd. 
And Gvmsamaaesa kept ia pi»xi long^. 
Till weaff ^ tbat wi^tched life beiwlfe sba hon^* 

txxni. 

Then gan ihe bloodjr h retlm ak hottn taniami 
But fieiee Cundah gan shocdy to enrf 
His brother Morgan, prickt with jmxid disdaine 
To have a pere inpfft of sovcrainijF ; 
And, kinffing coles of crueH eonui^, 
Raisd warre, and lum^ in batteil oreithiev: 
Whenee as he to those woodjr Ullea did flyv 
Which hight ^ of Irnn Glamorgan, thne him- skmr 2 
Then did he raigne akxie, when he none equal kneV* 

XXXIV. 

His Sonne Rivall'.fais dead fowme (fid svqftpljr; 
In whose sad time blood^did tmm hes^rfa rsplo^ 
Next great Gurgustusj then faire Caecily, 
In constant peace thai kingdomes did cootajmet 
After whom Lago and Kinmarke did isayne,,^ 
And Grorbogud, tiU &r in years he gfew : 
Then ins amotions sonnes unto tbem fwayne 
Airaught^ the lule, and from their &ther df^w; 
Stout Ferrex and steroe Poaex lum in piisjom tfacciw^ 

XXXV. 

But O ! the greedy thiist of loyaB cro^lne^ 
That knowes no kkued, nor risgardes no rigblir 
Stird Porrex up to put lus Ixother downe ; 

^ Eight, are<$idled. ' JtrMnight;^wam&&, 



XXXrV. 9. — Stout Ferrex and steme Porrex.'] Ferrex and Form 
kftve afforded the siibject of the earliest tragedy in the Engliab lan- 
ga/Lge, written by Lord Buckhunrt and Thoe. Norton, caSed ** Oor- 
boduc," ot sometiniea " Fenrez and PerrecE." 

8» 



Wboy unto him assemblbg haeigjae might) 
Made warre on him, and fell hknselfein fight: 
Whose death t' avenge, hb mother mercilesse^ 
Most mercilesse of women, Wyden hight,^ 
Her other sonne &st sleeping did oppresses 
And with most cruell hand him murdied pittilesse« 

XXXVI. 
Here ended Biutus sacred progeny, 
Which had seven hundred years this scepter home 
With high renowme and great felicity : 
The noble braunch fioai th' antique stocke was toUie 
Through discord, and the roiall throne finlome.^ 
Thenceforth this Realme was into factions rent^ 
Whilest each of Brutus boasted to be bome^ 
That in the end was left no monim^t 
Of Brutus, nor of Britons glorie auncient 

XXXVII. 
Then up arose a man of matchlesse might. 
And wondrous wit to menage high affiiyres, 
Who, stird with pitty of the stressed ^ plight 
Of this sad Realme, cut into sondry shayres 
By such as claymd themselves Brutes rightfull hayres. 
Gathered the princes of the people loose 
To taken counsell of their common cares ; 
Whoj with his wisedom won, him streight did choose 
Their Kmg, and swore him fealty to win or loose. 

XXXVIII. 

Then made he head against his enemies, 
And Ymner slew of Logris miscreate ; 
Then Ruddoc and proud Stater, both allyes, 

* IRghtf named. ' Forlome, left vacant. ^ Stressed, 



XXXVII. 6. — Loose.'] Who were dispersed or scattered. 
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This of Albany newly nommate^ 
And that of Cambry King confinn^ late^ 
He overthrew through bis owne valiaunce ; , 
Whose countries he redus'd to quiet state. 
And shortly brought to civile goveroauncei 
Now one, which earst ^ w^e many made through variaiiDce« 

XXXiX. 
Then made he sacred kwes, which some men say 
Were unto him reveald in vision ; 
By which he freed the travellers high-way^ 
The churches part, and ploughmans portion^ 
Restraming stealth and strong extortion ; 
The gratious Numa of great Britariy : 
For, till hi3 dayes, the chiefe dominion 
By strength was wielded without poUicy : 
Therefore he first wore crowne of gold for dignity. 

XL. 
DonwaUo dyde (for what may live for ay ?) 
And left two sonnes, of pearelesse prowesse both. 
That sacked Rome too dearely did assay, 
The recompence of their periured oth ; 
And ransackt Greece wel tryde, wh^i they wexe wroth ; 
Besides subiected France and Genmany, 
Which yet their praises speake, all ^ be they lolb, 
And inly tremble at the memory 
Of Brennus and Belinus, kinges of Britany. 

XLI. 

Next them did Gurgunt, great Belinns soDne, 

> Earsty formerly. ' JiUf although. 



XL. 5. — Ransackt Greece, &c.] * Greece^ ransacked and well tried, or 
tested by them in their anger, too dearely did assay, or learn by ezperi- 
», that they were of peerless prowess.' 



In nile succeede, and eke in £itheis praise ; 
He Easterland snbdewd, and Denmarke woimey 
And of them both did Ibjr ^ and tribute rai9e, 
The which was dew m hb dead &theis daoes : 
He also gave to fogitirees of Spayne^ 
Whom he at' sea found wandring iBtxn their waies, 
A seate in Ireland safely to remayne, 

Which they riiould hold of Um as subiect to Ritayne. 

XLII. 
After him raigned Guithdine his hayre, 
The iustesi man and tiewest in Us daies^ 
Who had to wife Dame M^rtia the &yre, 
A wcHnan worthy of immortall p^ise^ 
Which for this Reakne foand ^ many goodly layes,' 
And wholesome statutes to her husband broug^ : 
Her mfliiy deemd to hare beene of the Fayes, 
As was Aegeri6 that Num& tought : 

Those yet of her be Mertian lawes both namM and tfaought. 

XLIII. 
Her Sonne SifiUus after her did rayne ; 
And then Eimans ; and then Danius : 
Next whom Movbdus did die crowne sustayne ; 
Who, had he not wkb wrath outrageous 
And ciuellf rancour dim'd his vakrous 
And mightie deedes, should, matched haye the best : 
As well in that same field victorious 
Against the forreine Monnxfe he exprest ; 
Tet lives his ■lemeiie, thoo^ carcas sleepe in rest 

XLIV. 

I^ve senses he left begotten of one wife> 
All which successively by tumes did rayne : 

> Jby, (fih ^O •negiance. * Fmrnd, MtaUwIied. * Lt§itf Itvpt. 



Fust Ooiboman, a manof vertuous life; 
N^t Ajscbigald, who for his pofoiad disdajno 
Deposed was fimi pnncedQiiie soverajne, 
And pitteous Elidure put in his ated ; 
Who shortly it to him re^tord afajmo. 
Till hy his death he it recoFeced; 
But Pmduie and Vigent hkn disthpQiU^: 

In wretched piison loQig he did teMune^ 
Tin thqr out-nigped had thmr utqaost^dFit^ 
And then therem resmed^ was agame^ 
And ruled kmgwitfa hcHioiable citatey 
Till he smreodred lealme juul life |o fitte* 
lliea all the soones of these five bretluen Eayad 
By dew successe^^ mul all their iM^bewes ^ lale.; 
Even thrise deven jdescsenU the ^mwoe; »et<iy ndy 

TSl aged Hdy hy dew heritage it gaynd. 

XI-VL . 
He had two sovm^Sr whose eldestrddkid I^idt 
Ij^ (of his life moat femous luemoryy 
And oidlesse monimenta of his great good : 
The ruin'd wals be did reiedifye^ 
Of Tioy]io?ant, gaiii9t foice of enimy. 
And built that Gate which of his name is Ivght^* 
By whiefa he lyes entcHubed solenmly : 
He left two sooneSi too yous^ to. rule ari^t, 

Andiogeus and Tenantius, pictures of his might 

^ Resdzed, reinstated. * R$^f^lj^yet rebuild. 

' SuccMM, succeMiqn. * Highly called. 



■^p»T"— ^-ip»*i»»^iT^— •^^^p^w^i"'^^*i"^i^r"^^"^«^ 



XLVI. 5 — TVoyMOMi.] This is Lcmdoa, aad the gale mrvtidfied 
ia the next line is Ludgate. 
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XLvn. 

WhDst they were young, Cas^balane their erne ^ 
Was by the people chosen m their sted, 
Who CB him tooke the roiall diademe, 
And goodly well, long time it governed ; 
TiU the prowde Romanes him disquieted. 
And warlike Caesar, tempted with the name 
Of this sweet Island never conquered, 
And envying the Britons blazed fiime, 
(O hideous hunger of dominion 1) hether came. 

XLvin. 

Yet twise diey were repulsed backe againe, 
And twise renibi^ backe to their diips to 6j ; 
The whiles with blood they all th6 shore did staine. 
And the gray ocean into purpledy : 
Ne had they footmg found at last perdie,^ 
Had not Androgeus, false to native soyle, 
And envious of uncles soverainde, 
Betrayd his country unto i(»Teine spoyle. 
Nought els but treason fiom the first this land did fisijrle'I 

XLIX. 
So by him Caesar got the ^ctory. 
Through great bloodshed and many a sad assay, 
In which himselfe was charged heavily 
Of ^ hardy Nennius, whom he yet did slay, 
But lost hid sword, yet to be seene this day. 

1 Erne, nncle. ' Fatfie^ defisat, oonquer. 

• Perdie^ trulj. * O/, by. 



XL VII. 1 . — Cassibalane.} Cassivdlaunua was the name of a 
prince, who fought bravely against Julius Caesar. 

XLVIII. 2. «- Ra^arst,^ This is in aU the editions. The 
seems to require arforgt^ or enforud. 
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Tbenc^xth this Land was tributarie made 
T' ambitious Rome, and did their rule obay. 
Till Ardiur all that reckoning defrayd : 

Yet oft the Bnton Kings against them strongly swayd.^ 

L. 
Next him Tenantius raignd ; then Eimbetine, < 
What time th' Etemall Lord in fleshly slime 
Enwombed was, fixm wretched Adams line 
To purge away the guilt of sinfull crime. 
O ioyous memorie of happy time^ 
That heavenly grace so plenteously displayd i 
O too high ditty ^ fcnr ray simple rime ! — 
Soone after this the Romanes him warrayd^ ; 

For that their tribute he refijisd to let be payd. 

LI. 
Clood Claudius, that next was Emperour, 
An army brought, and with him battdle fought, 
In which the King was by a treachetour^ 
Disguised slaine, ere any thereof thought : 
Ter ceased not the bloody fight fiur ought : 
For Arvirage his brothers place supjdyde- 
Both in his armes and crowne, and by that draught ' 
Did drive the Rcxnanes to the weaker syde, 
That they to peace agreed. So all was pacifyde. 

Lii: 

Was never King more highly magnifide. 



> Sttmiyd^ resisted. « TVeodk^ftwr, traitor. 

* IKtty, theme. * Draughty resemblance. 

' Wkrraydf wkrred upon. 



L. 1 . — Ktmbdine.] This is Sfaakspeare's Cymbeline. 
LI. 1. — Good Gaudna, ^f^.] Claudius was the next emperor, who 
invaded Britain after Julius Cnsar. He has Utile claim to the title of 



/ 



Nor dredd ' of RomaneB, thea^ vms Airoage ; 
F(Nr wUch the Emperour to him alEde 
Hb daughter GeBiW m maniage : 
Yet shcntty be venoiBist the tassallagB 
Of Rome againe, who bether hastly sent 
Yespasiaoy diat with gmat sfoSe and rage 
Forwasted ^ aJl, till Genuissa gmt ^ 
Persuaded: Um to oeasNse, and ber lord to rdaaU 

UII. 
He dide ; and him ^ooeeded*M«nRi3» 
Who wfi his daye!^ in gpeat traiu^lity. 
Then Coy 11 ; and a&er him good Ijicius, 
That fiist recetved Chcisliaiuty, 
The sacrad^jdedge of Christes Evangely. 
Yet true it is, that long before that day 
Hither came loseph of Arimatby, 
Who brought ^with tim the Holy Grayle, (tbey say,) 
And preacht die tnidi ; but sbce it greatly did deoay. 

LIV- 

This good King shortly witboat issew dide. 
Whereof great trouble in, the Kii^dome gisew, 
That did beiselie in sondiy parts divide. 
And with lier powre her owne selfe overthrew, 
WUlest Romanes daily did; die weake subdew : 
Which seeing, stout Bunduca up arose, 

> Dredd, dreaded. ' Forwasted, laid waste. 

* nmi, ^aa. « Gent, geatle. 



1 



LII. 7. — Vespasian.] In the rei^ of Claudius, Vespasian, afterwards 
emperor, distinguished himself by his military achievements in Britain. 

LIII. 8. — The Holy GrayU.} The cup of the last supper, repreaented 
m «0Dtaaning the mysterious wine. It is spelt in the eaviier xomancea 
^8angrtel,' (i. e. the real blood of our Lord ;) subsequenUy traasmnted 
into * San greal,' * Saint Graal ; ' whence Spenser's < Holy Grayle.' 

LIV. 6. — ButtdueaJ] More generally known as Boadieea. She waa 
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And taking armes the Britons to her drew ; 
With whom she marched straight against her £)eft, 
And them unwares besides the Seveme did enclose. 

LV. 
There she vnih them a cruell batteill tiyde, 
Not with so good successe as shee deserv'd <, 
By reason that the captaines on her syde, 
CoWiipted by Paulinus, fiom her swerv'd : 
Yet such, as were through former flight preserved, 
Gathering againe, her host she did renew, 
And with fresh corage on the victor serf A : 
But being all defeated, save a few, 
Rath^ than fly, or be captiv'd, herselfe she slew. 

LVI. 
O famous monimeht of womens prayse ! 
Matchable eitb(^ to Semiranus, 
Whom antique history so high doth rayse, 
Or to Hypsiphil'j or to Thomiris : 
Her host two hundred thousand numbred is ; 
Who, whiles good fortune favoured her might, 
Triumphed oft against her enemis ; 
And yet, though overcome in haplesse fight, 
Shee triumphed on death, in enemies despight. 

Lvn. 

Her relives Fulgent having gathered, 

an lustorical personage, who bravely resisted the Romans, and was 
defeated by Paulas Suetonius, A. D. 61, and poisoned herself. 

LVI. 4. — Or to HypsiphU \ or to Thomiris.] HypsiphUe was a quei^n 
of Lemnos, who headed an attack made by her feih&le subjects upon 
their male relations. — Thomiris, or Thomyris^ was a queen of the Mea- 
sagetffi, who, according to some accounts, defeated Cyrus, and threw 
his head into a vessel of blood. 

LVn. l. — FuLgenJt.l Pulgeatius is said to be the name of a Cale- 
ibnian chief, who headed the antoites which tiie Enipetor Severtii wm 

TOL. II. 9 
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Fought with Severus, and him overthrew ; 

Yet in the chace was slaine of them that fled ; 

So made them victors whome he did subdew. 

Then gan Carausius tirannize anew, 

And gainst the Romanes bent their proper * powre ; 

But him Allectus treacherously slew, 

And tooke on him the robe of Emperoure : 

Nath'lesse the same enioyed but short happy howre : 

LVIII. 
FcM* Asclepiodate him overcame, 
And left ingloripus on the vanquisht playne. 
Without or robe or rag to hide his shame : 
Then afterwards he in his stead did raigne ; 
But shortly was by Coyll in batteill slaine: 
Who after long debate, since Lucies tyme, 
Was of the Britons first crownd Soveraine : 
Then gan this Realme renew her passed prime : 

He of his name Coylchester built of stone and lime. 

LIX. 
Which when the Romanes heard, they hether sent 
Constantius, a man of mickle ^ might, 

^ Their proper, iheir own. ^ Mickle, mxLch. 



in his march into Caledonia. But this was a hundred and fifty yean 
after the time of Boadicea, and he is probably a fabulous person. 

LVII. 5. — Carattsius.^ Carausius was a Belgian or Briton, a skil- 
ful nayal commander in the Roman service in the joint reign of Dio- 
cletian and Maximinian, A. D. 288. He was sent against some pirates 
in the Baltic, and, after subduing them, rebelled against Rome, and 
went with his fleet to Britain, where he became an independent sove- 
reign. He was murdered by Allectus, a Briton, who succeeded to his 
insular empire, and was defeated by the Romans after a reign of three 
years. 

LIX. 2. — Constantius.'] Constantius Chlorus, the father of Con- 
stantine, died at York, (then Eboracum,) A. D. 306. His wife (the 
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With wh(»iie King Coyll made an agreement. 
And to him gave fof wife his daughter bright, 
Fayre Helena, the &irest living wight, 
Who in all godly thewes ^ and goodly praise 
Did &r excell, but was most famous bight ^ 
For skil in musicke of all in her dales. 

As well in curious instruments as cunning laies ' : 

LX, 
Of whom he did great Constantme begett, 
Who afterward was emperour of Rome ; 
To which whiles absent he his mind did sett,^ 
Octavius here tept into his roome. 
And it usurped by unrighteous doome : 
But he his title iustifide by might. 
Slaying Traheme, and having overconie 
The Romane le^n in dreadfull fight : 

So settled he his kingdome, and confined his right: 

LXI. 
But, wanting yssew msde, his daughter deare 
He gave in wedlocke to Maximian, 
And him with her made of his kingdome hejrre, 
Who soone by meanes thereof the Empire wan, 
Till murdred by the fireends of Gratian. 
Then gan the Hunnes and Picts invade this Land, 
During the raigne of Maximinian ; 
Who dying left none heire them to withstand ; 
But that they overran all parts with easy hand. 

» Thewesy gifts, faculties. ■ Hf^A«, reputed. 

' LfueSy songs, or vocal music. * Sett, apply. 

mother of Constantine) was named Helena, and is said by some wnten 
to haFB been a British princess. 
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LXII. 

The weary Britons, whose war-hable ^ youth 
Was by Maximian lately ledd away, 
With wretched miseryes and woefiill ruth 
Were to those Pagans made an open pray, 
And daily spectacle of sad decay : 
Whome Romane warres, which now fowr hiindied yetaes 
And more had wasted, could no whit dismay ; 
Til, by consent of Commons and of Pearei^, 
They crownd the second Constantine with ioyous teai^ : 

LXIII. 
Who having oft in batteill vanquished 
Those spoylefaU Picts, and swarming Easterlings, 
Long time in peace his Realme established, 
Yet oft annoyd with sondry bordragings * 
Of neighbour Scots, and forrein scatterlings ' 
With which the world did in those dayes abound : 
Which to outbarre, with painefull pyonings * 
From sea to sea he heapt a mighty mound, 
Which fix)m Alcluid to Panwelt did that border bowtid. 

LXIV. 
Three sonnes he dying left, all under age ; 
By meanes whereof their uncle Vortigere 
. Usurpt the crowne during their pupillage ; 
Which th' infants tutors gathering to feare,^ 

* War-haAle, able to serve in war. * PyoningSy works of pioneers. 
■ Bordragings, border forays. * To fear e, to-fere, together. 

' ScatterlingSf vagrants. 



LXII. 9. — T%e second Constantine.'] A common soldier of the name 
of Constantine was made emperor in Britain at the beginning of the 
fifth century. 

LXIII. 2. — Easterlings.'] The northern nationii. 
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Them closely into Amiorick did beare : 
For dread c^ whom, and for those Picts annoyes. 
He sent to Gennany straunge aid to reare ; 
Fiom whence eftsoones ^ arrived here three hoyes ^ 
Of Saxons, whom he for his safety imployes. 

LXV. 
Two brethren were their capitayns, which hight^ 
Hengist and Horsus, well approved in wane, 
And both of them men of renowmed might ; 
Who making vantage of their civile iarre, 
And of those forreynens which came fixxn fiure^ 
Grew great, and got large portions of land, 
That in the Realme ere IcHig th^y stronger aire 
Then^ they which sought at first their helpmg hand. 
And Yortlger enforst the Kingdome to aband.^ 

LXYI. 
But, by &e belpe of Vortimere his sonne, 
He is againe unto his rule restord ; 
And H^gist, seeming sad fi>r that was donne. 
Received is to grace and new accord, 
Through his faire daughters face and flattring wonL 

^ Eftsoones, immediately. ^ Then, than. 

* Hoyesj boatir. ^ Ahtmdy abandon. 

* Hkgkt, were named^ 



liXIV. ^.-^^rmorick.'] Armorica, or Brittany, in France. 

IiXV. 2. — Hengist and Horsus.] Hengist and Horaa were two 
noted Sazon ehie&, who, about the puddle of the fifth century, were 
invited by Vortiger, a British chief, to assist his people in repelling 
the iayaaion of the Ficts and Scots, and afterwards established them- 
•dves in Britain, and founded the Sazon dynasty. 

LXVI. 5. — Through his faire daughters face, &c.] Vortiger is 
^ajkd ^> have fallen in love with Rowena, the daughter of Hengist, and 
ilWKrie4 her, by which alliance tile Saxons were materially aided in 
obtaining a permanent foothold in Britain. Hengist, too, is sqid to 

9* 
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Soone after which, three hundred lords he slew 
Of British blood, all sitting at his bord ; 
Whose dolefiill moniments who list to rew,* 

Th' etemaD maifcs of treason may at Stonheng vew. 

LXVII. 
By this the sonnes of Constantine, which fled, 
Ambrose and Uther, did ripe yeares attayne. 
And, here arrivbg, strongly challenged 
The crowne which Vortiger did long detayne ; 
Who, flying fixwn his guilt, by them was slayne : 
And Hengist eke soone brought to shameiull death. 
Thenceforth Aurelius peaceably did rayne, 
Tfill that through poyson stopped was his breath ; 

So now ^itombed lies at Stoneheng by the heath. 

LXVllI. 
After him Uther, which Pendragon hight,^ 
Succeedmg — There abrupdy did it end, 
Without full point, or other cesure ^ right ; 
As if the rest some wicked hand did rend, 
Or th' author selfe could not at least * attend 

^ Idst to reWy wishes to pity. ^ Cesure^ (cesura^ Lat.) stop. 
' Hightj was named. * Least, last. 



haTe invited tlie British chieftains to a feast, and treacherously slain 
them all, except Vortiger. The truth of hoth of these accounts is 
matter of dispute among historians. It is certain that there were de- 
vastating wars between the Saxons and Britons, in which the latter 
were conmianded sometimes by Vortiger, and sometimes by his son 
Vortimer . See Turner's History of the Anglo-Saxons, yol. i. pp. 253 — 
S65. 

LXVII. 6. — And Hengist^ &c.] The events in this stanza are fabu- 
lous. Hengist founded the kingdom of Kent, which he transmitted to 
his posterity. 

LXVIII. 2. — 7%er« abrupdy did it end.^ The history is brought 
down to Uther Pendragon, the father of Arthur, and there ends. 
Prince Arthur was at that time ignorant of his parentage. 
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To finish it : that so untimely breach 
The Prince himselfe halfe seemed to offend ; 
Yet secret pleasure did offence empeach/ 
And wonder of antiquity long stopt his speach. 

LXIX. 
At last, quite ravisht with delight to heare 
The royall ofepring of his native land, 
Cryde out ; " Dear Countrey ! O how dearely deare 
Ought thy remembraunce and perpetuall band 
Be to thy foster childe, that fix>m thy hand 
Did cbmmun breath and nouriture receave ! 
How brutish is it not to understand 
How much to Her we owe, that all us gave ; 
That gave unto us all whatever good we have ! " 

LXX. 

But Guyon all this while his booke did read, 
Ne yet has ended : for it was a great 
And ample vuhiini;, that ^ioih far excead 
My leasure so long leaves here to repeat : 
It told how first Prometheus did create 
A man, of many parts fiom beasts deiyv'd, 
And then stole fire fix)m heven to animate 
His worice, for which he was by love depryv'd 
Of life himselfe, and hart-strings of ^ an aegle ryVd.® 

LXXI. 
That man so made he called Elfe, to weet 
Quick, the first author of all Elfin kjmd ; 
Who, wandring through the world with wearie feet, 

* Empeod^y prevent. • Cfy by. ' Ryv'df torn. 



LXX. 9. — Cf life himselfe.'] Prometheus was not deprived of life 
by Jupiter, unless Spenser uses the word in the sense of the enjoy- 
ment of life. 
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Did in the gardins of AdcHUS fynd 
A goodly creature, whom he deemd in mynd 
To be no earthly wight, but either spright, 
Or angell, th' authour of all woman kynd ; 
Therefore a Fay he her according hight,^ 
Of whom all Faryes spring, and fetch their lignage light. 

LXXII. 
Of these a mighty people shortly grew, 
And puissant kinges which all the world waiiayd^^ 
And to themselves all nations did subdew : 
The first and eldest, which that scepter swayd. 
Was Elfin : him all India obayd, 
And all that now America men call : 
Next him was noble Elfinan, who laid 
Cleopolis foundaticHi first of all : 
But Elfiline enclosd it with a golden wall. 

LXXIIl. 

His Sonne was ESfin^l, whu uverumne 

The wicked Gobbelines in bloody field : 
But Elfant was of most renowmed fame, 
Who all of christall did Panthea build : 
Then Elfar, who two brethren gyauntes kild, 
The one of which had two header, th' other three : 
Th^i Elfiinor, who was in magick skild ^ 
He built by art upon the glassy see 
A bridge of bras, whose sound hevens thunder seem'd to be. 

LXXIV. 

He left three sonnes, the which in order raynd. 
And all their ofspring, in their dew descents ; 
Even seven hundred princes, which mainta3nid 
With mighty deedes their sondry governments : 

> Higkty called. * Warrayd, warred «poB. 
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That were too 'long their infinite cooteiitB 
Here to record, ne much materiall : 
Yet skGuM the^ be meet famous monimeiitB) 
And brave ensample, both of maitiall 
And oinjl nde, to kinges aad states impefiail. 

After nil ^ese l^ficieoe did rayne, 
The wise $^leo3 in girettt msuestie. 
Who mightily that scepter did sustayne. 
And with rich spoyles and famous victorie 
Did high advaunce the crowne of Faery : 
He left two sonnes, of which faire Elferon, 
The eldest brother, did untimely dy ; 
Whose emptie place the mightie Obafon 
Doubly supplide, in spousall and dominion. 

LXXYl. 
Great was his power and glorie over all 
Which; him before, that sacred seate did fill, 
That yet lemames his wide memoiiall : 
He dying left the fairest Tanaquill, 
Him to succeede therem, by his last wHl : 
Fairer and nobler liveth none this howre, 
Ne like in grace, ne like in learned skill ; 
Therefore they Glorian call that glorious flowre : 
Long mayst thou, Glorian, live in glory and great powre ! 

LXXVII. 
Beguyld thus with deUght of novelties, 

LXXy. 1. — E^£leos.^ In this and the succeeding stanza there are 
obvioiis allusions to history. ^ Elficleos " is Henry VII. ; **• Elferon " is 
Prince Arthur, his son, who died young; ^^Oberon" is Henry VUI., 
who married his brother's betrothed bride ; and " Tanaquill," or <* Glo- 
riana," his daughter, is Queen Elizabeth. It will be obseired that no 
mention is made of Edward VI. or Queen M«iy. 
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And naturall dedre of Countiyes state. 
So long they redd in those antiquities, 
That how the time was fled they quite fixgate ; 
Till gentle Alma, se(»ng it so late, 
Perforce their studies broke, and th^n besought 
To thinke how supper did them long awaite : 
So halfe unwilling fix>m their bookes them brought. 
And fiiyrely feasted as so noble Knightes she ought. 
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CANTO XI. 

The Enimies of Temperaunce 

Besiege her dwelling place ; 
Prince Arthure them repelles, and fowle 

Maleger doth deface. 

I. 
What warre so cniell, or what siege so sore^ 
As that, which strong Affections ^ doe apply 
Against the fi»te of Reason evermore, 
To bring the sowie into captivity ! 
Their force is fiercer through infinnity 
Of the fiaile flesh, relenting to their rage ; 
And exercise most bitter tyranny 
Upon the partes, brought into their bondage : 
No wretchednesse is like to smfull vellenage.^ 

n. 

But in a body which doth iireely yeeld 
His partes to Reasons rule obedient, 
And letteth Her that ought the scepter weeld, 
All happy peace and goodly government 
Is setled there in sure establishment. 
There Alma, like a Virgm Queene most bright, 
Doth florish m all beautie excellent ; 
And to her guestes doth bounteous banket dight,^ 
Attempred goodly well for health and for delight. 



paarioni. » VdUnage^ seryitude. * DiglU, fomieh. 
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m. 

Early, before the Mome with cremosin ^ ray 
The windowes of bright heaven opened had, 
Through which into the world the dawning Day 
Might looke, that rnaketb erery oreature glad. 
Uprose Sir Gruyon in bright armour clad. 
And to his purposd ioumey him prepar'd : 
With him the Palmer eke in habit sad ^ 
Himselfe addrest to that adventure bard : 

So to the rivers syde they bolh togslbfft &r'd : 

IV. 
Where them awsuted ready at the ford 
The F«mman^ as Alma had bdiight,^ 
With lu9 wellnngged bote : They goe abord^ 
And he efisoones ^ gan Immch his baike fordv^^. 
Ere long they rowed were quite CMOt of sig^ 
And fast the land behynd them fled away. 
But let them pas, whiles winde and wether right 
Doe serve their tumes : here I a wlvle must stay. 

To see a oiueU fight doen by the Priaoe tbis liay. 

V. 

For, all so soone as Guyoii thence was gon 
Upon his voyage with his tnistie Guyda, 
That wicked band of Villems fresh begon 
That Castle to assaile on every side. 
And lay strong siege about it &x and wyde. 
So huge and infinite their numbers were. 
That aU the land they under them did hyde ; 
So fowle and ugly, that exceeding feare 
Their visages imprest, when they approohed neaie. 

^ Cremosin, crimson. ' Behight, directed. 

* Sadf grave. * MfistHmes, i 
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VI. 

Them in twelve Troupes their Captem did dispart, 
And round about in fittest steades ^ did place, 
Where each might best offend his proper part, 
And his contrary obiect most deface, 
As every one seem'd meetest in that cace. 
Seven of the same against the Castle-6ate 
In strong entrenchments he did closely place, 
Which with incessaunt force and endlesse hate 
They battred day and night, and entraunce did awate. 

vn. 

The other Five five sonAy wayes he sett 
Against the five great Bulwarkes of that pyle. 
And unto each a Bulwarke did arrett,^ 
T' assayle with open force or hidden guyle,** 
In hope thereof to win victorious spoile. 
They all that charge did fervently apply ^ 
With greedie malice and importune * toyle, 
And planted there their huge artillery. 
With which they dayly made most dreadfiill battery. 

VIII. 
The first Troupe was a monstrous rablement 
Of fowle misshapen wightes, of which some were 
Headed like owles, with beckes * uncomely bent ; 
Others like dogs ; others like gryphons dreare ; 
And some had wings, and some had clawes to teare : 

* Steades, positions. ^ JmporUmey troublesome, restlesa. 
' Arretty appoint. ^ Beckes, beaks. 

' 'Spply, observe. 



VI. 6. — Seieen, &c.] These, according to Upton, represent the seven 
deadly sins, and the Fiw menti<»ied in the next stanza, the vices that 
attack the senses. 

VOL. U. 10 
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And every one of them had lynces eyes ; 
And every one did bow and airowes beare : 
All those were lawlesse Lustes, corrupt Env^esj 
And covetous Aspects, all cruell enimyes. 

IX. 
Those same against the Bulwarke of the Sight 
Did lay strong siege and battailous assault, 
Ne once did yield it respitt day nor night ; 
But soone as Titan gan his head exault, 
And soone againe as he his light withhault/ 
Their wicked engins they against it bent ; 
That is, each thing by which the eyes may fiiult : 
But two then ^ all more huge and violent, 
Beautie and Money, they that Bulwaike sorely rent. 

X. 

The second Bulwarke was the Hearing Sence, 
Gainst which the second Troupe dessignment ^ makes ; 
Deformed creatures, in straunge difference : 
Some having heads like harts, some like to snakes, 
Some like wild bores late rouzd out of the brakes ; 
Slaunderous Reproches, and fowle Infamies, 
Leasinges,^ Backb]rtinges, and vain-glorious Crakes,^ 
Bad Counsels, Prayses, and false Flatteries : 
All those against that Fort did bend their batteries. 

XI. 
Likewise that same third Fort, that is the Smell, 
Of that third Troupe was cruelly assayd ; 
Whose hideous shapes were like to feendes of hell, 

^ WithhauUj withdrew. * Leasinges, fiilsehoods. 

• Tfien, than. » Crakes^ boastings. 

^ Dessignment^ attack. 



IX. 7. — MayfavU.'] May offend or be in fault. 
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Some like to houndes, some like to apes, dismayd ^ ; 

Some, like to puttockes,^ all in plumes arayd ; 

All shap't accoi-diug ^ their conditions : 

For, by those ugly formes weren pourtrayd 

Foolish Delights, and fond ^ Abusions,^ 
Which doe that Sence besiege with light illusions. 

XII. 

And that fouith Band which cruell battry bent 

Against the fourth Bulwarke, that is the Taste, 

Was, as the rest, a grysie ® rablement ; 

Some mouth'd like greedy oystriges ; Bome faste "^ 

Like loathly toades ; some fashioned in the waste 

Like swine : for so deformd is Luxuiy, 

Surfeat, Misdiet, and unthriftie Waste, 

Vaine Feastes, and ydle Superfluity : 
All those this Sences Fort assayle incessantly. 

XIII. 
But the fift Troupe, most horrible of hew 
And feice of force, b dreadfoll to report ; 
For some like snailes, some did like spyders shew, 
And some like ugly urchins ® thick and short : 
CrueUy they assayled that 6A Fort, 
Armed with dartes of sensuall Delight, 
With stinges of camall Lust, and strong efiort 
Of feeling Pleasures, with which day and night 
Agsunst that same fift Binlwarke they continued fight. 

XIV. 

Thus these twelve Troupes with dreadiuU puissaunce 
Against that Castle restlesse siege did lay, 

1 Dismaydy ill made. * Ahunons, abuaes. 

' PuUoekes, kites. ' Grysie, filthy, or squalid. 

* Aeeordmg, according to. "* FasU^ faced. 

« Fofu2, foolish. * Urchins^ hedgehogs. 
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And evermore their hideous ordinaunce ^ 
Upon the Bulwarkes cruelly did play, 
That now it gan to threaten neare decay : 
And evermore their wicked Capitayn 
Provoked them the breaches to assay, 
Sometimes with threats, sometimes with hope of gayn, 
Which by the ransack of that Peece ^ tiiey should attayn. 

XV. 

On th' other syde, th' asseiged ^ Casdes Ward * 
Their stedfast stonds ^ did mightily maintained 
And many bold repulse and many hard 
Atchievement wrought, with perill and with payne, 
That goodly Frame from mine to sustaine : 
And those two brethren Gyauntes did defend 
The walles so ^stoutly with their sturdie mayne,^ 
That never entraunce any durst pretend, 
But they to direful death their groning ghosts did send. 

XVI. 
The noble virgin, Ladie of the place, 
Was much dismayed with that dreadiiil sight, 
(For never was she in so evill cace,) 
Till that the Prince, seeing her wofiiU plight, 
Gan her recomfort from so sad affright, 
OfGnag his service and his dearest life 
For her defence agamst that Carle to fight. 
Which was their Chiefe and th' authour of that strife : 
She him remercied "^ as the patrone of her life. 

* Ordinaunccj battering engines. ^ StondSf stations. 

* PeecCf castle. « Mayne, force. 

8 Asseigedf besieged. ' Remerdedy thanked. 

* Ward, guard. 



XV. 6. — Brethren Gyaimtes.^ Prince Arthur and his squire, giants 
in courage and prowess. 
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XVII. 
Eftsoones ^ himselfe in glitterand anues he dight. 
And his well proved weapons to him hent ^ ; 
So taking courteous conge ^ he behight * 
Those gates to be unbar'd, and forth he went. 
Fayre mote he thee, the prowest ^ and most gent,® 
That ever brandished bright Steele on hye ! 
Whom soone as that unruly rablement 
With his gay Squyre issewing did espye. 
They reard a most outrageous dreadfiill yelling cry : 

XVIII. 
And therewithall attonce at him let fly 
Their fluttring arrowes, thicke as flakes of snow, 
And round about hinl flocke impetuously, 
like a great water-flood, that tombling low 
From the high raountaines, threatea to overflow 
With suddein fury all the fertile playne. 

And tlie sail husbaondmans laog hope doth duow 

Adowne the streame, and all his vowes make vayne ; 
Nor bounds nor banks his headlong mine may sustayne. 

XIX. 

Upon his shield there heaped hayle he bore, 

And with his sword disperst the raskalP flockes. 

Which fled asonder, and him fell before ; 

As withered leaves drop fix)m their dryed stockes, 

When the wroth western wind does reave ® their locks : 

And underneath him his courageous steed, 

^ Eftsoanesy immediately. * Protbest, bravest. 

^ Hentf took. '^ GeiUj accomplished. 

' Conge, leave. ^ RaskaU, base, or low. 

^ Behight, ordered. ^ Reave, strip. 



XVII. 5. — Fayre mote he thee.^ V^ell may he prosper. 
10* 
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The fierce Spumador, trade them downe like docks ^ ; 
The fierce Spumador borne of heavenly seed ; 
Such as Laomedon of Phoebus race did breed. 

XX. 

Which suddeine honour and confused cry 
When as their Capteine heard, in haste he yode^ 
The cause to weet,^ and fault to remedy : 
Upon a tygre swift and fierce he rode, 
That as the winde ran underneath his lode. 
Whiles his long legs nigh raught * unto the ground : 
Full large he was of limbe, and shoulders brode ; 
But of such subtile substance and unsound, [bound : 

That like a ghost he seem'd whose grave-clothes were un- 

XXI. 
And in his hand a bended bow was scene, 
And many arrowes under his right side, 
All deadly daungerous. all cruell keene, 

Headed wkh flint, and feth^srs Woocl^ dide 5 

Such as the Indians in their quivers hide : 
Those could he well direct and streight as line, 
And bid them strike the marke which he had eyde ; 
Ne was there salve, ne was th^e medicine 
That mote recure their wounds ; so inly they did tine.* 

XXII. 
As pale and wan as ashes was his looke ; 
His body leane and meagre as a rake ; 
And skin all withered like a dryed rooke ; 

* Docks y weeds. * Raught, reached. 

' Yode, came. ^ Tine, inflame. 

•' Weity learn. 



XIX. T.-^ Spumador. '] So called from the Latin spuma, foam. 
XIX. 9. — Such as Laomedon^ &c.] Laomedon was a king of Troy, 
who had a fine breed of horses, which sprang from those of the sun. 
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Thereto ^ as cold and drery as a snake ; 
That seemd to tremble evermore and quake : 
All in a canvas thin he was bedight,^ 
And girded with a belt of twisted brake : 
Upon his head he wore an helmet light, 
Made of a dead mans skull, that se^nd a ghastly sight : 

XXIII. 
Maleger was his name : And after' him 
There foUowM fast at hand two wicked Hags, 
With hoary lockes all loose and visage grim ; 
Their feet Unshod, their bodies wrapt in rags, 
And both as swift on foot as chased stags ; 
And yet the one her other legge had lame. 
Which with a staffe all full of litle snags ' 
She did support, and Impotence her name : 
But th' other was Impatience armd with raging flame. 

XXIV. 
Soone as the Carle from far the Prince espydc 

Glistring in armes and warlike ornament. 

His beast he felly prickt on either syde. 

And his mischievous bow full readie bent. 

With which at him a cruell shaft he sent : 

* TkeretOf besides. * Bedightf dressed. 

^ SnagSf knobs, or protaberant points. 



XXIII. 1. — Maleger toas his name.} Maleger iis compounded of two 
Latin words, signifying badly diseased ; and from this and the descrip- 
tion given of him, he seems to represent the various diseases which an 
indulgence in those " fleshly lusts which war against the soul " gives 
birth to. 

XXIII. 6. — Her other legge.} Other , according to Upton, means 

XXIIl. 6. — Had lame.} The lameness of Impotence, that is, weak- 
ness, or want of restraining power, expresses the want of the capacity 
of self-support. 
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But he was wane, and it warded well 
Upon his shield, that it no further went, 
But to the ground the idle quarrel ^ fell : 
Then he another and another did expell.^ 

XXV. 

Which to prevent, the Prince his inortall speare 
Soone to him raught,^ and fierce at him did ride, 
To be avenged of that shot whyleare ^ : 
But he was not so hardy to abide 
That bitter stownd,^ but, turning quicke aside 
His light-foot beast, fled fast away for feare : 
Whom to poursue, the Infant^ after hide''' 
So fast as. his good courser could him beare ; 
But labour lost it was to weene approch him neare. 

XXVI. 
Far as the Wmged wind his tigre fled. 
That vew of eye could scarse him overtake, 

Nc scarse his feet on ground w^erc scene to tred ; 
Through hils and dales he speedy way did make, 
Ne hedge ne ditch his readie passage brake, 
And in his flight the Villeine tum'd his face 
(As wonts the Tartar by the Caspian lake, 
Whenas the Russian him in fight does chace,) 
Unto his tygres taile, and shot at him apace. 

XXVII. 
Apace he shot, and yet he fled apace. 
Still as the greedy Knight nigh to him drew ; 
And oftentimes he would relent ® his pace. 
That him his foe more fiercely should poursew : 

^ Q^arrd, bolt. ^ Stovmdy assault. 

' Expell, throw. " InfarU, prince. 

' Bought^ reached, or seized. "^ Hide, hied, went 

* Whyleare, just before. ^ Rdent, slacken. 
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But, when his uncouth * manner he did vew, 
He gan avize 2 to follow him no more, 
But keepe his standing, and his shaites eschew, 
Untill he quite had spent his perlous ^ store^ 

And then assayle him fresh, ere he could shift for moi^. 

XXVIII. 
But that lame Hag, still as abroad he strew 
His wicked arrowes, gathered them againe, - 
And to him brought, fresh batteill to renew ; 
Which he espying cast ^ her to restrsdne 
From yielding succour to that cursed Swaine, 
And her attaching ^ thought her hands to tye ; 
But, soone as him dismounted on the plaine 
That other Hag did far away espye 

Binding her Sister, she to him ran hastily ; 

XXIX. 
And catching hold of him, as downe he lent,® 
HGm backeward overthrew, and downe him stayd '' 
With their nide handes and gryesly graplement ® : 
Till that the Villein, comming to their ayd, 
Upon him fell, and lode upon him layd : 
Full litle wanted, but he had him slaine, 
And of the battell baleiull end had made, 
Had not his gentle Squire beheld his paine. 
And commen to his reskew ere his bitter bane. 

XXX. 

So greatest and most glorious thing oh ground 
May often need the helpe of weaker hand ; 

* Uncouth, ettunge. ® Lcni, stooped. 

• Avize, determine. "^ Staijd, held. 

' Perlous, perilous. * Gryesly graplement, fearful 

♦ Cast, resolved. gnisPf or clutch. 



• 



Attaching, seizing. 
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So feeble is mans state, and life unsound, 
That in assuraunce it may never stand, 
Till it dissolved be fix)m earthly band ! 
Proofe be thou, Prince, the prowest man alyve. 
And noblest borne of all in Briton land ; 
Yet thee fierce Fortune did so nearely drive. 
That, had not Grace thee blest, thou i^ouldest not survive. 

XXXI. 

The Squyre arriving, fiercely in his. annes 
Snatcht first the one, and then the other Jade, 
His chiefest letts ^ and authors of his harmes. 
And them perforce withheld with threatned blade, 
Least that his Lord they should behinde invade ; 
The whiles the Prince, prickt with reprochfiil shame, 
As one awakte ou;t of long slombring shade, 
Revivyng thought of glory and of fame, 
United all his powres to purge himselfe fix)m blame. 

XXXII. 
Like as a fire, the which in hollow cave 
Hath long bene underkept and down supprest, 
With murmurous disdayne doth inly rave. 
And grudge, in so streight ^ prison to be prest, 
At last breakes forth with fiirious unrest. 
And strives to mount unto his native seat ; 
All that did earst ^ it hinder and molest, 
Yt now devoures with flames and scorching heat. 
And carries into smoake with rage and horror great. 

XXXIII. 

So mightely the Briton Prince him rouzd 
Out of his holde, and broke his caytive bands ; 
And as a beare, whom angry curres have touz'd,^ 

* LettSj obstractions. ^ Earst, before. 

• Strdghi, confined. * Touz'd^ worried. 
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Having off^bakt them and escapt their hands, 
Becomes more fell, and all that him withstands 
Treads down and overthrowes. Now had the Carle 
Alighted firom his tigre, and his hands 
Discharged of his bow and deadly quar'le,^ 
To seize upon his foe flatt lying on the marle.^ 

XXXIV. 

Which now him tumd to disa vantage deare ' ; 
For neither can he fly, nor other * harme, 
But trust unto his strength and manhood meare, 
Sith ^ now he is far fiom his monstrous swarme, 
And of his weapons did himselfe disarme. 
The Knight, yet wrothfull for his late disgrace. 
Fiercely advaunst ^ his valorous right arme, 
And him so sore smott with his yron mace. 
That groveling to the ground he fell, and fild his place. 

XXXV. 

Wei weened hee that field was then his owne, 
And all his labor brought to happy end ; 
When suddein up the Villeine overthrowne 
Out of his swowne arose, fresh to contend. 
And gan himselfe to second battaill bend, 
As hurt he had not beene. Thereby there lay 
An huge great stone, which stood upon one end, 
And had not bene removed many a day ; 
Some land-marke seemd to bee, or signe of sundry way : 

* Q^ar'lej bolts. * Other y any other person. 

' Marie, ground. ^ * Sithf since. 

^ Deare, grievous. ^ Advaunsty raised. 



XXXIV 9. — Fild his place.'] Covered with his bodj the place where 
he lay. 

XXXV. 9. — Or signe of sundry loay.] Or a sign-post denoting the 
direction of various cross-roads. 



/ 
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XXXVI. 

The same he snatcht, and with exceeding sway * 
Threw at his foe, who was right well aware 
To sbonne the en^n of his meant decay ; 
It booted not to thinke that throw to beare, 
But grownd he gave, and lightly lept areare * ; 
Eft ^ fierce retouming, as a faulcon fajnre, 
That once hath failed of her souse * fUl neare, 
Remounts againe into the open ayre, 
And unto better fortune doth herselfe prepayre : 

XXXVII. 
So brave retouming, with his brandisht blade, 
He to the Carle hiraselfe agayn addrest, 
And strooke at him so stemely, that he made 
An open passage through his riven brest, 
That halfe the Steele behind his backe did rest ; 
Which drawing backe, he looked eyermore 
When the hart blood should gush out of his chest. 
Or his dead corse should fall upon the flore ; 
But his dead corse upon the flore fi^l nathemore ^ : 

XXXVIII. 
Ne drop of blood appeared shed to bee, 
All ^ were the wownd so wide and wonderous 
That through his catcas one might playnly see. 
Halfe in amaze with horror hideous. 
And halfe in rage to be deluded thus, 
Again through both the sides, he strooke him quight, 

* Sway, force. * Souse^ swoop, or attack. 

• Areare, back. » Nathemore^ none the more. 
' Efty again. • All^ although. 



XXXVI. 3. — 77te engin of his meant decay.'] <The engine which 
Wi8 intended to kill him.' 
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That made his spright to grone foil piteous ; 
Yet nathemore ^ forth fled his groning spright. 
But freshly, as at first, prepard himselfe to fight. 

XXXIX. 

Thereat he smitten was with great affiight, 
And trembling terror did his hart apall ; 
Ne wist ^ he what to thinke of that same sight, 
Ne what to say, ne what to doe at all : 
He doubted ^ least it were some magicall 
niusicMi that did beguile his sense. 
Or wandring ^ost that wanted fiinerall. 
Or aery spirite under false pretence. 
Or hellish feend raysd up through divelish science. 

XL. 
ifis wonder fax exceeded reascms reach, 
That he began to doubt his dazeled sight. 
And oft of eiTor did himsdfe appeach ^ : 
Flesh without blood, a person- without spright. 
Wounds without hurt, a body without might. 
That could doe hanne, yet could not harmed bee, 
That could not die, yet seemd a mortall wight, 
That was most strong in most infirmitee ; 
Ldke did he never heare, like did he never see. 

XLI. 
Awhile he stood in this astonishment. 
Yet would he not for all his great dismay 
Give over to effect his first intent. 
And th' utmost meanes of victory assay, 

^ Jfathemore, none the more. ' DauJbUd^ feared. 

' Wist, knew. ^ Appeach, accuse. 



XU. 4,-- And th' uttMtt, &c.] He was lesolTed to being the «QB- 
TOL. 11. 11 



I 
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Or th' utmost yssew of his owne decay. 

His owne good sword Mordure, that never fayld 

At need till now, he lightly threw away, 

And his bright shield that nought him now avayld ; 
And with his naked hands him forcibly assayld. 

XLII. 

Twixt his two mighty amies him up he snatcht, 

And crusht his carcas so against his brest. 

That the disdainiull sowle he thence dispatcht, 

And th' ydle breath all utterly exprest ^ : 

Tho,^ when he felt him dead, adowne he kest ' 

The lumpish ^ corse unto the sencelesse grownd ; 

Adowne he kest ^ it with so puissant wrest,* 

That backe againe it did alofte rebownd, \ 

And gave against his mother Earth a gronefoU ® sownd. . 

XLIII. 
As when loves hamesse^bearing '^ bird from hye 
Stoupes at a flying heron with proud disdayne, 
The stone-dead quarrey ® falls so forciblye, 
That yt rebownds against the lowly playne, 
A second fall redoubling backe agayne. 
Then thought the Prince all peril sure was past, 
And that he victor onely did remayne ; 
No sooner thought, then ^ that the Carle as fast 
Gan heap huge strokes on him, as ere he down was cast. 

^ Exprestf pressed out. ' GronefuUf groanful, moumfiil. 

' ThOj then. ^ Hamesse^bearing^ armor bearing. 

• Kestf cast. * Quarrey ^ game. 

• Lumpishj heavy. • Tkeiij than. 

• Wrestj wrist, or force. 



test to an end, by resorting to every means to gain the victory, or by 
exposing his own life to the most extreme peril. 
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XLIV. 

Nigh his wits end then woxe th' amazed Knight, 
And thought his labor lost, and travell ^ vayne. 
Against this lifelesse shadow so to fight : 
Yet life he saw, and felt his mighty mayne, 
That, whiles he marveild still, did still him payne ; _ 
Forthy ^ he gan some other wayes advize, 
How to take life from that dead-living swayne, 
Whom still he marked freshly to arize 
Fiom tb' earth, and from her womb new spirits to reprize.' 

He then remembred well, that had bene sayd, 
How th' Earth his mother was, and first him bore ; 
She eke, so often as his life decayd. 
Did life with usury to him restore. 
And reysd ^ him up much stronger then ^ before. 
So soone as he unto her wombe did fall : 
Therefore to grownd he would him cast no more, 
Ne him committ to grave terrestrial], 

But beare him farre from hope of succour usuall. 

XLVl. 
Tho ^ up he caught him twixt his puissant hands, 
And having scruzd '^ out of his carrion corse 
The lothfuU life, now loosd fixim sinfoll bands, 
Upon his shoulders carried him jperforse 
Above three furlongs, taking his fall course, 
Until he came unto a standing lake ; 
Him theremto he threw without remorse, 
Ne stird, till hope of life did liim forsake : 

So end of that Carles days and his owne paynes did make. 

' 7Vaoett,trayaUy labor. ' Fott&y, theiefore. ' Reprize, take Bgain, 
* Reysdj raked. « TTben, than. > 7%o, then. ^ Scruzd^ pieBWcL 
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XLvn. 

Whidi when those wicked Hags fifom far did spye, 
like two mad dogs they ran about the lands ; 
And th' one of them with dreadfull yelling crye, 
Throwing away her broken chaines and bands. 
And having quencht her burning fier-loands, 
Hedlong herselfe did cast into that lake : 
But Impotence with her owne wilftdl hands 
One of M alegers cursed darts did take, 
So ryv'd^ her trembling hart, and wicked end did make. 

XLVIII. 
Thus now alone he conquerour remaines : 
Tho,* cumming to his Squ)rre that kept his steed, 
Thought to have mounted ; but his feeble vaines 
Him faild thereto, and served not his need. 
Through losse of blood which from his wounds did Ueed, 
That he began to faint, and life decay : 
But his good Squyre, him helping up with speed. 
With stedfast hand upon his horse did stay. 
And led him to the Castle by the beaten way. 

XLIX. 

Where many Groomes and Squiers ready were 
To take him from his steed fiill tenderly ; 
And eke the fayrest Alma mett him there 
With balme, and wine, and costly spicery. 
To comf(»t him in his iniSrmity : 

* Ryv*d, divided, pierced. * Tho, then. 



XLVIl. 1. — Which when, &c.] When disease is expelled from the 
frame, the impatience arid irritability which are its eonsequeniies tilso 
depart. 

XLIX. 4. — And costly spicery.'] This probably means a beverage 
in which spices had been infrised or steeped. 
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Eftesoones ^ she causd him up to be convayd^ 
And of his armes despoyled easily 
In sumptuous bed shee made him to be layd ; 
And, al the while his wounds were dressing, by him stayd. 

> EJUsooneSj ixnmediatdly. 

11* 



186 THK rAKBHE aUKEHK. B. H. 



CANTO XII. 



Guyon, by Palmers govemauDce, * 

Passing through perilles great, 

Doth overthrow the Bowre of Blis, 
And Acrajsy defeat 

I. 

Now ^nes^ that goodly frame of Temperaunce 
Fayrely to rise, and her adorned hed 
To pricke ^ of highest prayse forth to advauncey 
Formerly grounded and fast setteled 
On firme foundation of true bountyhed ^ : 
And this brave Knight, that for this vertue fightes, 
Now comes to point of that same perilous sted,^ 
Where Pleasure dwelles in sensuall delights, 
Mongst thousand dangers and ten thousand magick mights. 

II. 
Two day es now in that sea he sayled has, 
Ne ever land beheld, ne living wight, 
Ne ought save perill, still as he did pas : 

' CHnneSj begins. ' Bountyhed j goodness, yirtoe. 

' Prickcj pitch, point. * Sted, place. 



I. 4. — Formerly grounded,'] Being, first of all, grounded, or estab- 
lished. 

1. 6. — And this Wave Knight j] i.e. Sir Guyon, whose adTentures 
are resumed from the beginning of the preceding canto. 

I. 8. — Where PUasure^ &c.] This is Acrasia 
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Tho,^ when appeared tlie third Morrow bright 

Upon the waves to spred her trembling lights 

An hideous roring far away they heard, 

That all th«r sences filled with affight ; 

And streight they saw the raging surges reard 
Up to the skyes, that them of drowning made afieard. 

III. 

Said then the Boteman, " Palmer, stere aright, 

And keepe an even course ; for yonder way 

We needes must pas (God doei us well acquight !) 

That is the Gulfe of Greedinesse, they say, . 

That deepe engorgeth ^. all this worldes pray ; 

Which having swallowd up excessively. 

He soone in vomit up againe doth lay,^ 

And belcheth forth his superBuity, 
That all the seas for feare doe seeme away to fly. 

"IV. 
" On th' other syde an hideous Rock is pight * ' 
Of mightie magnes stone,^ whose craggie clift 
Depending fix)m on high, dreadfiill to sight, 
Over the waves his rugged armes doth lift, 
And threatneth downe to throw his ragged rift 
On whoso Cometh nigh ; yet nigh it drawes 
All passengers, that none from it can shift : 
For, whiles they fly that Gulfe's devouring iawes, 
They on the rock are rent, and sunck in helples wawes.® '* 

» Tho, then. * Pight, placed. 

* Engorgeth y swallows. * Magnes-stoney magnet. 

' Lay, spread, throw. • Wawes, waves. 



ni. 3. — God doe us weU acquight. 1^ *May God bring us safelj 
through.* 

IV. 5. — Ragged rift.} Uneven or broken fragments. — Rift means, 
literally, a rent, or chasm. 
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V. 

Forward they passe^ and strongly he them lowes, 
Untill they nigh unto that Gulfe arryve, 
Where streame more violent and greedy growies : 
Then he with all hb puisaunce doth stryve 
To sttike his oares, and mightily doth dryve 
The hollow vessell through the threatflill wave ; 
Which, gapbg wide to swallow them alyve 
In th' huge abysse of his engulfing grave, 

Doth rore at them in vaine, and with great tenrour rave. 

VI. 
They, passing by, that grisely ^ mouth did see 
Sucking the seas into his entralles deepe, 
That seemd more horrible than hell to bee. 
Or that darke dreadfuU hole of Tartare steepe 
Through which the damned ghosts doen oft^ creep 
Backe to the world, bad livers to torment : 
But nought tliat falles into this direfull deepe, 
Ne that approcheth nigh the wyde descent, 

May backe retoume, but is condemned to be drent.^ 

VII. 
On th' other side they saw that perilous Rocke, 
Threatning itselfe on them to ruinate,^ 
On whose sharp cliftes the ribs of vessels broke ; 
And shivered ships, which had beene wrecked late, 
Yet stuck with carcases exanimate * 
Of such, as having all their substance spent 
In wanton ioyes and lustes intemperate. 
Did afterwardes make shipwrack violent 

Both of their life and fame for ever fowly blent.** 

» Grisdy, grisly, terrible. * Exanimate, lifelefls. 

' Drentf drenched, drowned. ^ BUntf pollutied, diagraced. 

' RuinaUf fall. 
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Vlli. 

Forthy ^ this hight^ the Rock of vile Reprocb, 
A daungerous and detestable place, 
To which nor 6sh nor fowle did once approch, 
But yelling meawes,^ with seagulles hoars and bace, 
And ccMmoyraunts, with birds of ravenous race, 
Which still sat .wa3rting on that wastfuU clift 
For spoile of wretches, whose unhappy cace, 
After lost credit and consumed thrift, 
At last them driven hath to this despairefiiU diifl. 

IX. 

The Palmer, seeing them in safetie past, 
Thus saide ; " Behold th' ensamples in our sightes 
Of lustfiill luxurie and thrifdesse wast ! 
What now is left of miserable wightes 
Which spent their looser daies in leud delightes, 
But shame and sad reproch, here to be red 
By these rent reliques speaking their ill plightes ! 
Let all that livei hereby be counselled 
To shunne Rock of Reproch, and it as death to dread ! " 

X. 

So ferth they rowed ; and that Ferryman 
With his stiffe oares did brush the sea so strong, 
That tbe hoare * waters from his fiigot ran. 
And the light bubles daunced all along, 
Whiles the salt brine out of the billowes sprong. 
At last far off they many Islandes spy 
On every side floting the jfloodes emong : 

* J^orthyf hence. ' Meatoes, sea-mews. 

* m^hif is called. * Hoare, white with foam. 



VIII. 9. — JTUs despairefuU <2n/2.] This miserable course or di' 
leotioii. 
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Then said the ^Knight : " Lo ! I the land descry ; 
Therefore, old Syre, thy course doe thereunto apply," 

XI. 
" That may not bee," said then the Ferryman, 
" Least wee unweeting ^ hap to be fordonne ^ : 
For those same Islands, seaming now and than, 
Are not firme land, nor any certein wonne,^ 
But stragling plots,^ which to and fro doe ronne 
In the wide waters : therefore are they hight ^ 
The Wandring Islands ; Therefore doe them shonne ; 
For they have oft drawn many a wandring wight 
Into most deadly daunger and distressed plight. 

XII. 
" Yet well they seeme to him, that ferre doth vew. 
Both faire and fruitfuU, and the grownd dispred 
With grassy greene of delectable hew ; 
And the tall trees with leaves appareled 
Are deckt with blossoms dyde in white and red. 
That mote the passengers thereto allure ; 
But whosoever once hath &stened 
His foot thereon, may never it recure,® 
. But wandreth evermore uncertein and unsure. 

XIII. 
" As th' isle of Delos whylome,'^ men report, 

* Unweetingy unknowing. ^ Hight, called. 

' Fordarme, undone. ^ Recttre, reoover. 

' Wonne, habitation. ^ Wkylome, foimerlj. 

* Plots, pieces of ground. 

XI. 3. — Seeming now^and than.'] Appearing now and then. 

XIII. 1. — As th' isle of Delos , &c.] This island is represented by 
the ancients as haying been floating under water until it was made to 
appear and remun fixed, in order tliat Latona might giye birth there 
to Apollo and Diana, the earth having been bound by an oath impofed 



J 
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Amid th' Aegaean sea long time did stray, 
Ne made for shipping any certeine port, 
Till that Latona traveiling that way, 
Flying fix)m lunoes wrath and hard assay ,^ 
Of her fayre twins was there delivered. 
Which afterwards did rule the night and day ; 
Thenceforth it firmely was established, 
And for ApoUoes temple highly herried.^ " 

XIV. 
They to him hearken, as beseemeth meete ; 
And passe on forward : so their way does ly, 
That one of those same Islands, which doe fleet ^ 
In the wide sea, they needes must passen by. 
Which seemd so sweet and pleasaunt to the eye. 
That it would tempt a man to toucben there : 
Upon the banck they sitting did espy 
A daintie Damsell dressing of her heare, 
By whom a little skippet ^ floting did appeare. 

XV. 

She, them espying, loud to them gan call. 
Bidding them nigher draw unto the shore, 
For she had cause to busie them withall ; 
And therewith lowdly laught : But nathemore * 
Would they once turne, but kept on as afore : 
Which when she saw, she left her loekes undight,* 

^ Assay^ pursuit. ^ Skippet, skifF. 

• Herriedj honored. * Nathemore, none the more. 

* Fleet f float. ^ Undighty undressed, loosely. flowing. 



by Juno not to give her a resting-place, by which oath this island was 
not deemed to be bound. Hence the name of Delos, which is a Greek 
wordy meaning manifest. 

XIV. 3. — One of those stmu islands.^ This was the island to which 
Guyon had been carried by Phedria, as described in the sixth canto. 
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And running to her boat withouten ore, 
From the departing land it launched light, 
And after them did drive with all her power and might. 

XVI. 
Whom overtaking, she in merry sort 
Them gan to bord/ and purpose diversly ^ ; 
Now faining dalliaunce and wanton sport, 
Now throwing forth lewd wordes immodestly ; 
Till that the Palmer gan full bitterly 
Her to rebuke for being loose and light : 
Which not abiding, but more scomfiilly 
Scoffing at him that did her iustly wite,^ 
She tumd her bote about, and £hom them rowed quite. 

XVII. 

That was the wanton Phaedria, which late 
Did ferry him over the Idle Lake : 
Whom nought regarding they kept on their gate,* 
And all her vaine allurements did forsake ; 
When them the wary Boteman thus bespake ; 
" Here now behoveth us well to avyse,^ 
And of our safety good heede to take ; 
For here before a perlbus ^ passage lyes. 
Where many M ermayds haunt mddng false mdodies : 

XVIII. 
" But by the way there is a great Quicksand, 
And a Whirlepoole of hidden ieopardy ; 

1 Bord, accost. * GaU, way. 

* Purpose diver^yy gpeak of Tsri' * AvysCf consider. 

ous things. ' PerlauSj perilous. 
' WUe,hlam.e. 



XV. 7. — Withouten ore.'] This boat, it will be remembeied, was 
moTed by tnming a pin. See canto VI. stanza V. 
XVII. 1 . — WkUik late.] See canto VI. 



Therefore, Sir Palmer, keepe an even hand ; 
For twixt them both the narrow way doth ly." 
Scarse had he saide, whai hard at hand they spy 
ThaX Quicksand nigh with water covered ; 
But by the checked * wave they did descry 
It plaine, and by the sea discoloured : 
It called was the Quidsesand of Unthriftyhed. 

xrx. 

They, passbg by, a goodly «hip did see 
Laden from far with precious merchandize. 
And bravely fiimished as ship might bee. 
Which through great disaventure, or mesprize,^ 
Herselfe had ronne into that hazardize ^ ; 
Whose manners and merchants with much toyle 
Labour'd in vaine to have recur^d * their prize, 
And the rich wares to save from pitteous spoyle ; 
But neither toyle nor travdll might her backe recoyle. 

XX. 
On th' other side they see that perilous Poole, 
That called was the Whirlepoole of Decay ; 
In which fall many had with haplesse doole ^ 
Beene suncke, of whom no memorie did stay : 
Whose circled waters rapt with whirling sway, 
like to a restlesse wheele, still ronning round. 
Did covet, as they passed by that way, 
To draw their bote within the utmost ® bound 
Of his wide labyrinth, and then to have them dround. 

^ Checked f checkered. * Recur* d, recovered. 

' Mesprizei mistake. ^ Doole, sorrow. 

' Mazardize, hazardous situation. ^ Utmost^ outmost. 



XIX. 9. — Might her backe recoyle."] Might cause her to go back, or 
be lemoyed. off the quicksand. 
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XXI. 

But tb' heedfiil Boteman strongly forth did stretch 
His brawnie armes, and all his bodie straine, 
That th' utmost sandy breach they shortly fetch, 
Whiles the dredd daunger does behind remaine. 
Suddeine they see fix>m midst of all the maine 
The surging waters like a mountaine rise, 
And the great sea, puft up with proud disdaine, 
To swell above the measure of his guise, 
As threatning to devoure all that his powre despise. 

XXU. 
The waves come rolling, and the biUowes rore 
Outragiously, as ^ they enraged were, 
Or wrathful! Neptune did them drive before 
His whirling charet for exceeding feare ; 
For not one puffe of winde there did appeare ; 
That all the three thereat woxe much afrayd, 
Unweeting ^ what such horrour straunge did reare.' 
Eftsoones ^ they saw an hideous hoast arrayd 
Of huge sea-monsters, such as living sence dismayd : 

XXIII. 
Most ugly shapes and horrible aspects. 
Such as dame Nature selfe mote feare to see, 
Or shame,^ that ever should so fowle defects 
From her most cunning hand escaped bee ; 
All dreadfull pourtraicts of deformitee : 

^ Asy 88 if. ^ EfisooneSj immediately. 

' Unweeting, unknowing. * Shame, be ashamed. 

* Reare, raise, make. 



XXI. 3. — TTiat th' utmost sandy breach, &c.] Tbey come to the 
outside or extreme edge of the quicksand, which is called a ** sandy 
breach,*' because the sea breaks over it. 

XXI. 8. — The measure of his gtdse.} Its usual or average level. 
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Spring-headed hydres ; and sea-shouldring whales, 
Great whirlpooles, which all fishes make to flee ; 
Bright scolopendraes armd with silver scales ; 
Mighty monoceros with immeasured ^ tayles ; 

XXIV. 
The dreadiiil fish, that hath deserv'd the name 
Of Death, and like him lookes m dreadfiill hew ; 
The griesly wasserman, that makes his game 
The flying ships with swiftnes to pursew ; 
The horrible sea-satyre, that doth shew 
His fearefiiU face in time of greatest storme ; 
Huge ziffius, whom mariners eschew 
No lesse than rockes, as travellers informe ; 
And greedy rosmarines with visages deforme : 

^ Innneasuredf immeasundble. 



XXIII. 6. — Spring-headed hydres.'] Hydras with heads springmg 
from their bodies. 

XXIII. 6. — Sea-shouldring whales.'] So called from the qaantitj of 
water they displace in moving. 

XXIll. 7. — Great whirlpixdes.] Whirlpool, a large fish of the whale 
kind ; a genera] name, like leviathan, for any large fish. 

XXIII. 8. — Scolopendraes.] Scolopendra is the name of the centi- 
pede, and is also applied to a sea-fish resembling it. 

XXIII. 9. — Monoceros.] The sea^unicom, or perhaps the sword- 
fish. The word is a Greek on0, meaning ' one-horned.' 

XXIV . 1 . — 7%c dreadful fish.] This is the Walrus, or Morse, (Mors 
being the Latin for death,) a marine quadruped found in the polar 
regions. 

XXIV . 3. — The griesly wasserman.] This is an imaginary monster 
supposed to dwell in the sea, in the shape of a man. 

XXIV. 5. — Horrible sea-satyre.] This fish, too, is a creature of the 
fimcy. 

XXIV. 7. — Huge ziffius.] Probably Xiphias, which is the sword- 
fish. Olaus Magnus, however, describes under the name of Ziffius a 
huge and formidable fish, which, as he truly says, is like nothing else. 

XXIV. 9. — Greedy rosmarines.] This is an imaginary sea-animal 
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XXV. 

All these, and thousand thousands many more. 
And more deformed monsters thousand fold, 
With dreadfiill noise and hollow rombling rore 
Came rusliing, in the fomy waves enrold,^ 
Which seem'd to fly for feare them to behold : 
Ne wonder, if these did the Knight appall ; 
For all that here on earth we dreadfull hold, 
Be but as bugs to fearen ^ babes withall. 
Compared to the creatures in the seas entrall.^ 

XXVI. 

" Feare nought," then saide the Palmer well aviz'd, 
" For these same monsters are not these in deed. 
But are into these fearefiiU shapes disguiz'd 
By that same wicked Witch, to worke us dreed, 
And draw from on this ioumey to proceed." 
Tho,'* lifting up his vertuous staflfe on bye. 
He smote the sea, which calmed was with speed. 
And all that dreadfull armie fast gan flye 
Into great Tethys bosome, where they hidden lye. 

XXVII. 
Quit from that danger forth their course they kept ; 
And as they went they heard a ruefull cry 
Of one that wayld and pittifuUy wept, 
That through the sea th' resounding plaints did fly : 

^ Enroldy enveloped. ^ ErOrdU, entrails, depths. 

* Feareriy frighten. * TTiOt then. 



described hy Olaos Magnus. One of its accomplishments is that of 
climbing with its teeth to the top of rocks, to feed upon the dew, 
whence its name, from rosj dew, and marmusj marine. 

XXVI. 4.— Wicked WUch.] Acrasia. 

XXVI. 5. — .^nd draw from, <&c.] * And draw us from proceeding 
on our journey.' 
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At last they in an Island did espy 
A seemely * Maiden, fitting by the shore, 
That with great soitow and sad agony 
Seemed some great misfortune to deplose, 
And lowd to, tiberp for succour called f^yenoore. 

XXVIII. 

Which Guyon hearing, streight his Palmer bad 
To $tere the bote towards that dolefuU Mayd, 
That, he might know and efuse her sorrow sad : 
Who, him avizmg better, to him sayd ; 
'^ Faire Sir, be not displeasd if disobayd : 
For ill it were to hearken to her cry ; 
For she is inly nothing ill apayd ^ ; 
But onely womanish fine forgery, 
Four stubbome hart t' affect with firaile infiimity : 

XXIX. 
" To which when she your courage ^ hath inclind 
Through foolish pitty, then her guilefiill bajrt 
She will embosome deep^ in your mind, 
And fcff your ruiae at the last awayt." 
The Knight was ruled, and the Boteman strajrt 
Held on his course with stayed ^ stedfastnessQ, 
Ne ever shroncke, ne ever sought to bayt*. 
His tryed amies for toylesome wearinesse : 
But with his oares did sweepe the watry wildemesse. 

XXX. 

And now they nigh approched to the sted ^ ^ 

Whereas Aose Merraayds dwelt : It was a still 
And calmy bay, on th* one side sheltered 

^ Seemdy^ comely. * Stayedi constant* 

* HI apa%fdi distressed. ^ Bayt^ rest. 

' Qnar^e^ heait, mind. ' SUd, fil^fip* 

12 • 
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With the brode shadow of an hoarie hill ; 
On th' other side an high rocke toiH^d still, 
That twixt them both a pleasaunt port they made, 
And did like an halfe theatre fulfill : 
There those five Sisters had condnuall trade,^ 
And usd to bath themselves in that deceiptiiill shade. 

XXXI. 

They were faire Ladies, till they fondly striv'd 
With th' Heliconian Maides for maystery ; 
Of whom they over-comen were deprived 
Of their proud beautie, and th' one moyity 
Transform'd to fish for their bold surquedry ^ ; 
But th' upper halfe their hew retayned still, 
And their sweet skill in wonted melody ; 
Which ever after they abusd to ill, 
T' allure weake traveillers, whom gotten they did kill. 

XXXII. 
So now to Guyon, as he passed by. 
Their pleasaunt tunes they sweetly thus applyde ; 
" O thou fayre sonne of gentle Faery, 
That art in niightie armes most magnifyde 
Above all Knights that ever batteili tryde, 
O tume thy rudder hetlierward awhile : 

' Tradef occupation, employment. ' Surquedry, insolence. 



XXX. 7. — An halfe ^uatre fulfill.] * And did enclose the whole, like 
an amphitheatre.' 

XXXI. 1. — Faire Ladies.'] These are the sirens of mTthologj, who 
were, however, three in number. Spenser makes them five, to cor- 
respond with the five senses. They were also shaped partly like 
women, and partly like birds, and not like mermaids, as is here 
represented. Some say that they contended with the muses in singing, 
who yanquished them and deprived them of their wings ; bat there is 
nothing in mjrthology about the " sea-change " which Spenser gives to 
them. 
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Here may thy storaie-bett vessell safely ryde ; 
This is the Port of rest from troublous toyle, 
The wOTldes sweet In ^ from paine and wearisome tuimoyle." 

XXXIII. 
With that the rolling sea, resounding soft, 
In his big base them fitly answered ; 
And on the rocke the waves breaking aloft 
A solenme meane '^ unto diem measured ; 
The whiles sweet zephyrus lowd whisteled 
His treble, a straunge kinde of- harmony ; 
Which Guyons senses softly tickeled, 
That he the Boteman bad row easily, 
And let him heare some part of their rare melody. 

XXXIV. 
But him the Palmer from that vanity 
With temperate advice discounselled, 
That they it past, and shortly gan descry 
The land to which their course they levcdled ^ ; 
When suddeinly a grosse fog over spred 
With his dull vapour all that desert has, 
And heavens chearefuU face enveloped, 
That all things one, and one as nothing was. 
And this great univeise seemd one coniiised mas. 

XXXV. 

Thereat they greatly were dismayd, ne wist * 
How to direct theyr way in darkenes wide, 
But feard to wander in that wasteiuU mist, 
For tombling into mischiefe unespyde : 
Worse is the daunger hidden then ^ descride. 

' In, resting-place. ' Meane, tenor. ' Levelled, aimed. 
* Wist, knew. * TAeii, than. 



XXXV. 4. — Far trnnbUngJ] Lest they should tomhle or fall. 
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Suddeinly an mQumerable flight 
Of harmefiin fowles about them fluttering cride, 
And with (hdr wicked wings them ofte did snnght, 
And sore annoyed, groping in that griesly night. 

XXXVI. 

Even all the nation of unfortunate 

And fatall birds about thera flocked were, 

Such as by nature men abhorre and hate ; 

The ill-faste ^ owle, deaths dreadfiill messengere ; 

The hoars night-raven, trump of doleiull drere^; 

The lether-winged batt, dayes enimy ; 

The ruefoll strich,^ still waiting on the here * ; 

The whistier shrill, that whoso heares doth dy ; 
The hellish harpy es, prophets of sad destiny : 

XXXVII. 

All those, and all that ^ does horror breed, 

About them flew, and fild their sayles with feare ; 

Yet stayd they ndt, but forward did proceed, • 

Whiles th' one did row, and th' other stifly ^ steaie. 

Till that at last the weather gan to cleare, 

And the faire land itselfe did playnly show. 

Said then the Palmer ; " Lo ! whwe does appeare 

The sacred ^ soile where all our perills grow ! 
Therefore, Sir Knight, your ready arms about you throw." 

xxxvm. 

He hearkned, and hb aimes about him tooke, 
The whiles the nimble bote so well her sped, 
That with her crooked keele the land she strooke : 

* JU-faste, ill-faced. * Bere^ bier. 

• Drerfif norrow. * Stifly, resolutely. 

^ S^rich, the screech-owl. ^ Sacred, cursed^ or, perhaps, enchanted. 



XX^YIJ. %<-^fild Utidr 9ayle9 vfith feare.} A bold metaphor, like 
Milton's 

" Built in th* eclipse and rigged with cunes dark.", 



\ 
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Then forth the noble Qujoa sallied^ 
And his sage Paimer that him goveraed ; 
But th' other by his bote behmd did stay. 
They inarched fayrly forth, of nought ydred^^ 
Both firmely armd fx every hard as^y, 
With constancy and care, gainst daunger and dismay. 

XXXIX. 

Eire long they heard an hideous bellowing 
Of many beasts, that loard outrageously, 
As if that hungers poynt or Venus stbg 
Had them enraged with fell sunyiedrys ; 
Tet nought they feard, but past on hardily, 
Untill they came in vew of those wilde beasts, 
Who all atfeonce, gaping full greedily. 
And reaiii^ feicely their upstaring ^ crests. 
Ran towards to devoure those unexpected guests. 

XL. 
But, soone as they apfHocht with deadly threat, 
The Palmer over them his staffe upheld, 
£Bs mighty staf&, that could all charmes defeat : 
Eftesoones ^ their stubbome corages were queld, 
And high advaunced crests downe meekely feld ^ ; 
Instead of fraying ® they themselves did feare. 
And trembled, as them passing they beheld : 

* Ydred^ afraid. * Eftesoones, instantly. 

• Surquedry, insolence. ^ * Feld, were feUed, 

> Upstaring, high-<adyanced. * Fraying ^ teirifyin^. 



XL. 3. — His staffe upheldJ] In the fifteenth book of the Jerusalem 
Delivered, (from which Spenser has drawn some of the incidents and 
descriptions of this canto,) the knights Charles and Ubaldo encounter 
various wild beasts on their way to the Ghurdens of Armida, which are 
rendered harmless by holding a charmed rod over them. The yirtues 
of this staff express that power over the inferior appetites, which swings 
ftoita habits of temperance and self-control. 
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Such wondrous powre did in that staffe appeare, 
All monsters to subdew to him that did it beare. 

XLI. 
Of that same wood it fram'd was cunningly, 
Of which Caduceus whiiome ^ was made, 
Caduceus, the rod of Mercury, 
With which he wonts the Stygian realmes invade 
Through ghastly horror and etemall shade ; 
Th' infernal! fefends with it he can asswage. 
And Orcus tame, whome nothing can persuade, 
And rule the Furyes when they most doe rage : 
Such vertue m his stafie had eke this Palmer sage. 

XLII. 
Thence passing forth, they shortly doe arryve 
Whereas the Bowre of Blisse was situate ; 
A place pickt out by choyce of best alyve, 
That natures worke by art can imitate : 
In which whatever in this worldly state 
Is sweete and pleasing unto living sense. 
Or that may dayntest ^ fantasy aggrate, ^ 
Was poured forth with plentiful! dispence,* 
And made there to abound with lavish affluence. 

XLIII. 
Goodly it was enclosed rownd about. 
As well their entred guestes to keep within. 
As those unruly beasts to hold without ; 
Yet was the fence thereof but weake and thin ; 
Nought feard their force that fortilage * to win, 

* WhUome, formerly. ^ Dispence, expense. 

* Dayntest, daintiest, most delicate. ^ Fortilage^ fortrew. 
' ^gg^oUy delight. 



XLIII. 5. — J^ougkt feard^ Acl Their forces did not apprehend 
danger from the assault of any power, except the power of wisdom u&d 
the might of temperance. 
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But Wisedomes powre, and Temperaunces might, 
By which the mightiest things eflS)rced bin ^ : 
And eke the gate was wrought of substaunce light, 
Rather for pleasure then for battery or fight. 

XLIV. 
Yt framed was of precious yvory, 
That seemd a worke of admirable witt; 
And therein all the femous history 
Of lason and Medaea was ywnritt ; 

Her mighty charmes, her furious loving fitt ; • 

His goodly conquest of the golden fleece, 
His falsed fayth, and love too lightly flitt ^ ; 
The wondred ^ Argo, which in venturous peece 
Krst through the Euxine seas bore all the flowr of Greece. 

XLV. 

Ye might have scene the frothy billowes fry * 

Under the ship as thorough them she went, 

That seemd the waves were into yvory, 

Or yvory Jnto the waves were sent ; 

And otherwhere ^ the snowy substaunce sprent ® 

With vermeil,'^ like the boyes blood therein shed, 

^ Bifiy been, are. ^ Otherwhere^ in another place. 

' FIxtt, departed. ^ Sprent, sprinkled. 

' Wondred, wondered at or admired. ^ VermdL, vermilion. 
* Fry, foam. 



XLIV. 1. — Yt framed was, &c.] Tasso describes the gates of the 
palace of Armida as being of silver, on which were wrought the stories 
of Hercules and lole, and of Antony and Cleopatra. — Jer. Del., canto 
XVI. 

XLIV. 8. — In T^enturous peeeeJ] Peeep was formerly used to desig- 
nate a castle, or any large structure. Hence it is here applied to a 
ship. 

XLV. 6. — The boyes hlood.'\ Medea put to death the children she 
had by Jason, and presented Creusa, the destined wife of Jason, with 
an enchanted garment, which consumed her to ashes. 
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A piteous spectacle did represent ; 
And oiherwhiles with gold besprinkeled 
Yt seemed th' enchaunted flame, which did Creusa wed. 

XLVI. 
All this and more might in that goodly gate 
Be red, that ever open stood to all 
Which thether came : but in the porch there sate 
A comely personage of stature tall, 
And semblaunce pleasing, more then natural!, 
That traveilers to him seemd to entize ; 
His looser garment to the ground did fall. 
And flew about his heeles in wanton wize, 
Not fitt for speedy pace or manly exercise. 

XLVII. 
They in that place him Genius did call : 
Not that celestiall Powre, to whom the care 
Of life, and generation of all 
That lives, perteines in charge particulare. 
Who wondrous things concerning our welfare. 
And straunge phantomes, doth lett us ofte foresee, 
And ofte of secret ills bids us beware : 
That is our Selfe, whom though we do not see, 
Yet each doth in himselfe it well perceive to bee : 

XLVIII. 
Therefore a god him sage Antiquity 
Did wisely make, and good Agdistes call : 

XLVII. 1. — Genius.^ This personage, called GeniuSftepreBeniB what 
is called the genius of the place, and is here a loose reveler. The " ce- 
lestiall Powre " is tiiat genius or spirit which the ancients supposed 
was assigned to each individual, to watch over him, of which the 
*^ demon " of Socrates is an example. 

XLVII. 8. — Our Sdfe.] Our soul. 

XLVIII. 2. — Agdistes.'] Agdistes Was a name given hy the Gieelu 
to the genius or demon. He was a being of a double sex, bom, 



yj 
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But this same was to^at quite contraiy. 
The foe of life, that good envies to all, 
That secretly doth us procure to fall 
Through guileiiill semblants,^ which he makes us see : 
He of this Gardin had the govemall,^ 
And Pleasures Porter was devizd to bee, 
Holding a stafie in hand for more formalitee. 

XLIX. 
With diverse .flowres he daintily was deckt, 
And strowed rownd about ; and by his side 
A mighty mazer ^ bowle of wine was sett. 
As if it had to him bene saciifide ; 
Wherewith all new-come guests he gratyfide : 
So did he eke Sir Guycm passing by ; 
But he his ydle qurtesie defide, 
And overthrew hb bowle disdamiiiQy, j.t.r • '- * 

And broke his staffe, with whiph lie;, oiiarmed semblants sly. 

L. 
Thus being entred, they behold arownd 
A large and spacious plaine, on every side 
Strowed with pleasmms^ ; whose &yre grassy grownd 
Mantled with greene, and goodly beautifide 
With all the ornaments of Floraes pride, 
Wherewith her mother Art, as halfe in scome 
Of mggard Nature, like a jpompous bride 

^ SemitlUaUff phantoms, appeanuices. ' Govemallf goyemment. 
' MazeTf made of maple. ^ PUasauns, objects inspiring pleasuM*. 

say of Jupiter and Terra, and others^ of Jupiter and a woman int» 
wliom the Rock Agdns had been changed, which rock supplied the 
fragments which Deucalion and Pyrrha used in repeopling the world. 
XUX. 9. — « fls charmed sembUuUs s2y .] * Ha conjused up thin phao- 

VOL. n. 13 
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Did decke her, and too lavishly adome, 
When forth fix)m virgin howre she comes in th' early mome. 

LI. 

Thereto ^ the heavens alwayes joviall 

Lookte on them lovely, still in stedfast state, 

Ne suffied storme nor frost on them to fall, 

Their tender buds or leaves to violate ; 

Nor scorching heat, nor cold intemperate, 

T' afBict the creatures which therein did dwell ; , 

But the milde ayre with season moderate 

Gently attempred, and disposd so well, 
That still it breathed forth sweet spirit ^ and holesom smell : 

LII. f 

More sweet and holesome then the pleasaimt hill 
Of Rhodope, on which the nimphe, that bore 

A ^j ^- '^* babe, herselfe for griefe did kill ; 

Or the Thessalian Temp*rj where of yore 

Fayre Daphne Phoebus hart with love did gore ; 

Or Ida, where the gods lov'd to repayre, 

Whenever they their heavenly bowres forlore ^ ; 

Or sweet Pamasse, the haunt of Muses fayre ; 
Or Eden selfe, if ought with Eden mote compayre. 

LIII. 

Much wondred Guyon at the fayre aspect 

Of that sweet place, yet suffied no delight 

» TTiereto, also. « Spirit, breath. * Forlore, forsook. 

LII. 2. — Of Bhodope.] Rhodope was the wife of Hemus, king of 
Thrace, and was changed into the mountain of the same name. She 
had by Neptune the giant Athos, afterwards changed into » moun- 
tain of the same name. I presume that Rhodope is the * nimphe ' men- 
tioned in the text, but 1 can find no account of her killing herself for 
grief. 



C. XII. THE FAERIE ^UEENE. 147 

To sincke into his sence, nor mind affect; 
But passed forth, and lookt still forward right, 
Brydling his will and maystering ^ his might : 
Till that he came unto another gate : 
No gate, but like one, being goodly dight^ 
With bowes and braunches, which did broad dilate 
Their clasping armes in wanton wreathings intricate : 

LIV. 
So fashioned a porch with rare device, 
Archt over head with an embracing vine, 
Whose bounches hanging downe seemd to entice 
An passers-by to taste their lushidus wine, 
ABd did themselves into th«r hands incline. 
As freely offering to be gathered ; 
Some deepe ^npurpled as the hyacine,' 
Some as the rubine * laughing sweetely red, 
Some like faire emeraudes,^ not yet well ripened : 

LV. 
And them amongst some were of bumisht gold, 
So made by art to beautify the rest, 
Which did themselves emongst the leaves enfold. 
As lurking from the vew of covetous guest. 
That the weake boughes with so rich load opprest 
Did bow adowne as overburdened. 
Under that porch a comely Dame did rest 
Clad in fayre weedes ^ but fowle disordered. 
And gaim^its loose that seemd unmeet for womanhed : 

LVI. 
In her left hand a cup of gold she held. 
And with her right the riper fruit did reach, 

' MaysUfring, controlliiig. ^ JSuHne, ruby. 

* Dight^ adorned. '^ EmerauAes, emeralds. 

* ByaevMy hyacinth, or jacinth. * WeedeSf clothes. 
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Whose sappy liquor^ that with fiihiesse sweld, 
Into her cup she scruzd ^ with dabtie breach 
Of her fine fingers, without fowle empeach,^ 
That so faire wbepresse made the wme more sweet: 
Thereof she usd to ^ve to drinke to each^ 
Whom passmg by she happened to meet : 
It was her guise all straungers goodly so to greet* 

LVII. 

So she to GuyoB oflSred it to tast ; 
Who, taking it out of her tender bond, 
The cup to ground did violently cast. 
That all in peeces it was bioken fond,' 
And with the liquor stained all the lond : 
VHiereat Excesse exceedinly was wroth, 
Tet no'te^ the same amend, ne yet with3toQd| 
But suffered him to passe, all ' were she loth ; 
Who, nought regarding her displeasure, forward gpth* 

LVIII. 
There the most daintiie paradise on ground 
Itselfe doth offer to his sober eye. 
In which all pleasures plenteously abownd, 
And none does others happinesse envye ; 
The painted flowres ; the trees upshooting bye ; 
The dales for shade ; the hilles for breathing space ; 
The trembling groves ; the christall running by ; 

* Samxd^ squeezed. ^ Empeaeh, injury, or dmfii^remeiii, 
' Fand^ found. « Jfo'U, could not. * jSU, althongfa. 

LVI. 5. — Without fovAe trnpeack.'] She pressed the firuit so deli- 
cstel J with her Hdr fingers that there wss nothing distasteful or oflfen- 
siye in the sight. 

LVIII. 1.— 7%ere t*e mojC, &c.] Compare Tmso^ Jer. D^ canto 
XVI. staBiaa IX. X. 
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And, that which a]I fdre woikes doth most aggrace/ 
The art, which all that wrought, appeared in no place. 

LIX. 
One would have thought, (so cunningly the rude 
And scorned partes were mingled with the fine,) 
That Nature had for wantonesse ensude ' 
Art, and that Art at Nature did repine ; 
So strivmg each th' other to undermine. 
Each did the others worke mate beautify ; 
So diff'ring both in willes agreed in fine^ : 
So all agreed, through sweete diversity. 
This Gardin to adome with all variety. 

LX. 
And in the midst of all a fountaine stood. 
Of richest substance that on earth might bee, 
So pure and shiny that the silver flood 
Through every channell running one might see ; 
Most goodly it with curious ymageree 
Was over-wrought, and shapes of naked boyes^ 
Of which some seemd with livdy iollitee 
To fly about playing thdr wanton toyes,* 
Wfaylest others did themselves embay ^ in liquid idyes. 

LXL 

And over all of purest gold was spred 
A trayle of yvie in his native hew ; 
For the rich metall was so coloured. 
That wight, who did not well avis'd it vew, 

> ^ggracBy gi?e grace to. ^ Toyes, sporti. 

• Bnsade, followed, or imitaled. * Embmy^ batha. 

' Infinity in the end. 



LXI. 4. — That wigkty &c.] < That any one who did not view it With 

13* 
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Would surely deeme it to bee yvie trew : 
Low his lascivious araies adown did creepe, 
That themselves dipping in the silver dew 
Their fleecy flowres they fearefiilly did steepe, 
Which drops of christall seemd for wantones to weep. 

LXII. 

Infinit streames continually did well ^ 
Out of this fountaine, sweet and faire to see^ 
The which into an ample layer fell, 
And shortly grew to so great quantide, 
That like a litle lake it seemd to bee ; 
Whose depth exceeded not three cubits hight, 
That through the waves one might the bottom see. 
All pav'd beneath with jaspar shining bright. 
That seemd the fountaine in that sea did sayle upright. 

Lxm. 

And all the margent round about was sett 
With shady laurell trees, thence to defend ® 
The sunny beames which on the billowes bett, 
And those which therein bathed mote offend. 
As Guyon hapned by the same to wend,^ 
Two naked Damzelles he therein espyde. 
Which therein bathing seemed to contend 
And wrestle wantonly, ne car'd to hyde 
Their damty partes finom vew of any which them eyd. 

LXIV. 
S(»netimes the one would lift the other quight 
Above the waters, and then downe againe 

1 Wdl, flow. * Drfend, keep off. > Wend, go. 



LXIII. 6. ' — Two naked DamzeUes, &c.] The incident of the dam- 
■ek bathing in the fonntain is taken from Taaso, Jer. Del., canto XY. 
Many of the stanzas are cloaely imitated firom the Italian. 
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Her plong, as over-maystered by might, 
Where both awhile would covered remaine, 
And each the other fiom to rise restraine ; 
The whiles their snowy limbes, as through a vele, 
So through the chiistall waves appeared plaine : 
Then suddeinly both would themselves unhele,* 
And th' amorous sweet spoiles to greedy eyes revde. 

LXV. 
As that iaire ^tarre, the messenger of mome, 
IBs deawy face out of the sea doth reare : 
Or as the Cyprian goddesse^ newly borne 
Of th' ocean's fruitfuU fit>th, did first appeare : 
Such seemed they, and so their yellow heare 
Christalline humor dropped downe apace. 
Whom such when Guyon saw, he drew him neare. 
And somewhat gan relent ^ his earnest pace ; 
His stubbome brest gan secret pleasaunce to embrace. 

LXVI. 
The wanton Maidens him espying, stood 
Gazing awhile at his unwonted guise ; 
Then th' one herselfe low ducked in the flood, 
Abasht that her a straunger did avise ^ : 
But th' other rather higher did arise, 
And her two lilly paps aloft displayd. 
And all, that might his melting hart entyse 

^ Unhdey expose. * Rdent, slacken. ' Avise, perceiye. 



LXV. 1 . — As that faire starre, &c.] 

<< As when the morning star escaped and fled 
From greedy waves with dewy beams upflies ; 
Or as the queen of love, new-born and bred 
Of th' ocean's firuitfixl froth did first arise." 

Fairfax's Tasso^ canto XV. stanza LX. 



1 
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To her delights^ she unto him bewntyd ; 
The rest, hidd underneath, him more desirous made. 

LXVII. 
With that the other likewise up arose, 
And her faire lockes, which formerly were bownd 
Up in one knott, she low adowne did lose, 
Which flowmg long and thick her cloth'd arowndi 
And th' yvorie in golden mantle gownd ^ : 
So that faire spectacle fitxn him was reft,* 
Yet that which reft^ it no lesse faire was fownd: 
So hidd in lockes and waves bom lookers theft. 
Nought but her lovely face she for hb looking left. 

Lxvin. 

Withall she laughed, and she bhisht withall, 
That blushing to her laughter gave more grace, 
And laughter to her blushing, as did fall.^ 
Now when they spyde the Knight to slacke his pace 
Them to behold, and in his sparkling face 
Hie secrete signes of kindled lust appeare. 
Their wanton merriments they did encreace, 
And to him beckned to approch more neare, 
And shewd him many sights that c(»*age ^ cold could reare ^ : 

- LXIX. 
On which when gasdng him the Palmer saw, 
He much rebukt those wandring eyes of his. 
And counseld well him forward thence did draw. 
Now are they come nigh to the Bowre of Blis, 
Of her fond favorites so nara'd amis ; 
When thus the Palmer ; " Now, Sr, well aviso • ; 

* Gaumd, enclofled. * Corage^ heart, mind. 

* Refty taken awaj. ■ Reare,, raise, exhilarale. 

* FaUf befidl, or happen. • Am$e^ reflect 
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For here the end ot all our traveill is : 
Here wonnes ^ Acrasia, whom we must surprise, 
Els she will slip away, and all our drift ^ despise." 

LXX. 

Eftsoones ^ they heard a most melodious sound, 
Of all that mote delight a daintie eare, 
Such as attonce might not on living ground, 
Save in this paradise, be heard elsewhere: 
Right hard it was for wight which did it heare. 
To read * what manner musi&ke that mote bee ; 
For all that pleasing is te living eare 
Was there consorted in one harmonee ; 
Birdes, voices, instrum^its^ windes, waters, all agree : 

LXXI. 

The ioyous birdes, shrouded in chearefuU shade, 
Their notes unto the vmce attempred sweet ; 
Th' angelicall soft trembling voyces made 
To th' instruments divine respondence meet ; 
The sflver-sounding instruments did meet 
With the base murmure of the waters fell ; 
The waters fall with difference discreet, 
No^ soft, now loud, unto the wind did call ; 
The gentle warbling wind low answered to all. 

LXXII. 
There, whence diat musick seemed heard to bee^ 
Was the faire Witch hersdfe now solacbg 

> IFbttneJr, dweUs. * Eftsoones^ imiiiediaiely. 

' Drift, *i™9 purpoee. ■ ^ Readj explain. 



LXX. 1. — Eftsoones, Slc] Nothing can be eofnceived of more ad- 
mirable than the rich and elaborate bannony of this and the 8ucceedin|f 
■tanza. The same thought ia contuned in a stanta of Teuno ; but Spen- 
■er has gtehUkf expanded and* enibellidied it from his own affluent 
fimey. 
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With a new lover, whom, throu^ sorceree 
And witchcraft, she finom farre did thether bring ; 
There she had him now laid a slombermg 
In secrete shade after long wanton ioyes ; 
Whilst round about them pleasauntly did smg 
Many faire ladies and lascivious boyes, 
That ever mixt their song with light licentious toyes.^ 

LXXIII. 
And all that while right over him she hong 
With her false ^ eyes fest fixed in his sight, 
As seeking medicine whence she was stong, 
Or greedily depasturing delight ; 
And oil inclining downe with kisses light, 
For feare of waking him, his lips bedewd, 
And through his humid eyes did sucke his spright, 
Quite molten into lust and pleasure lewd ; 
Wherewith she sighed soft, as if his case she rewd.' 

LXXIV. 
The whiles some one did chaunt this lovely lay ; 
Ah! see, whoso fayre thing doestfaine to «ce,* 

* ToyeSf sport. s Rmodf pitied. 

' False, deceiying, or betraying. * Fadne to see, gladly see. 



LXXIII. 2. — Fixed in his sight.] * Fixed upon his eyes.* 
LXXIV .1. — The toJtUes, &o.] The song which follows is translated 
from Tasso, Jer. Del., canto XVI. stanzas XIV. XV., where it is song 
by a bird in a human voice. I have subjoined the two stanzas in the 
beautiful version of Fairfax, that the reader may compare them. 

*^ The gently>budding rose, quoth she^ behold, 
That first scant peeping forth with virgin beams, 
Half ope, half shut, her beauties doth unfold 
In their clear Leaves, and less seen, fairer seems; 
And after spreads them forth more broad and bold, 
Then languisheth and dies in last extremes ', 
Nor seems the same, that decked bed and bower 
Of many a lady, late, and paramour. 
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In springing flovrre the image of thy day! 
Ah ! see the virgin rose, how sweetly she 
Doth first peepe foorth toith bdshJvM modestee^ 
Thai fairer seemes the lesse ye see her may ! 
Lo ! see soone after how more bold and free 
Her bared bosome she doth broad display ; 
Lo! see soone after how she fades andfaUs away! 

LXXV. 
Sopassethy in the passing of a day, 
OfmortaU life the Uafe, the bud, theflowre; 
Ne more dothflorish after first decay. 
That ^ earst ^ was sought to deck both bed and bowre 
Of many a lady, and many aparamowre ! 
Gather therefore the rose whitest yet is prime, 
For soone comes age that wUl her pride dejUywre : 
Gather the rose of love whihst yet is time, 
Whilest loving thou mayst loved be tvith equaU crime.^ 

LXXVI. 
He ceast ; and then gan all the quire of birdes 
Their diverse notes t' attune unto his lay, 
As in approvaunce ^ of his pleasmg wordes. 

^ 7%at, that which. ^ With equaU crime, tq an equal degree. 
' Earst, before. ^ Approvaunu, approval. 



" So, in the passing of a day, doth pass 
The bud and blossom of the life of man, 
Nor ere doth flourish more, but like the grass 
Gut down, becometh withered, pale and wan ; 
O gather then the rose while time thou hast, 
Short is the day, done when it scant began; 
Gather the rose of love, while yet thou may'st, 
Loving, be loved; embracing, be embraced." 

LXXIV. 3. — The image of thy day.^ * The emblem of thy life.' 
LXXV. 6. — WhUest yet is prime.} * While it is yet early.' 
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The constant ^ Pajre heard all that he did say, 
Yet swanred not, but kept their forward way 
Through many covert groves and thickets close, 
Iq which they creeping did at last display^ 
That wanton Lady with her lover lose, 

Whose sleepie head she iii her lap did soft dispose. 

LXXVII. 
Upon a bed of roses she was layd, - 
As famt througb heat, or dight ^ to pleasant sia ; 
And was arayd, or rather disarayd, 
An in a vele of silke and silver thio, 
That hid no whit h^ alablaster skin, 
But rather shewd nx>ie while, if uKxre might bee : 
More subtile ^ web Arachne cannot spin ; 
Nor the fine nets, which oft we woven see 

Of scorched deaw, do not in th' ayre more lightly flfie* 

Lxxvra. 

Her snowy brest was bare to ready spoyle 
Of IwHiigiy mes, whioh ii'ote>^ therawilb be fild ; 
And yet through languour of her late sweet tc^le,. 
Few drops, more cleare then nectar, forth distikt. 
That like pure orient perles adowne it trild ^ ; 
And her faire eyes, sweet smyling in deli^, 
Moyst^iied their fierie beames, with which she thrild^ 

' Constanif resolute. * Jfate^ coqld not, 

' Display, discoTer. ' IHld^ flowed. 

' Dightf prepared. ' ThrUdj J»ieiced. 
« SukOe, thin. 



LXXVI. 8. — Fine neU.] This allodes. to the gossamer, which, 
when laden with dew-drops, falls to the ground, and is then observed 
firom its sparkling in the sun. When it floats in the air, it is dry. 
Hence Spenser fancifully represents it as. consisting of socrcllied or 
pticheddew. 
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FraSe harts, yet quenched not ; like starry light, [fari^t 
Which, sparckling on the silent waves, does seeme more 

LXXIX. 
The young man, sleeping by her, seemd to be 
Some goodly swayne of honorable place ^ ; 
That certes* it great pitty was to see 
Him bis nobility so fowle deface : 
A sweet regard and amiable grace, 
Mixed with manly stemesse, did appeare, 
Yet sleeping, in his well-proportiond face ; 
And <m his tender lips the downy heaie 

Did now but freshly spring, and silken blossoms bean. 

LXXX. 
I£s warlike armes, the ydle instnunents 
Of sleeping praise, were hong upon a tree ; 
And lus brave shield, full of old moniments,^ 
Was fowly ras't,^ that none the signes might see ; 
Ne for diem ne for honour cared bee, 
Ne ou^t that did to his advauncement tend ; 
But in lewd loves, and wastfLdl luxuree. 
His dayes, his goods, his bodie he did spend : 

O horrible enchantment, that him so did blend ' I 

LXXXI. 

The noble Elfe and carefull Palmer drew 

So nigh them, minding nought but lustfiill game, 

That suddeine forth they cm them rusht, and threw 

A subtile net, which only for that same 

The skilfiill Palmer formally^ did frame: 

^ Place f rank. * Bas*t, enied. 

* CerUMf certainly. * Blend, blind. 

' MommenU^ marks, or memorials. * ForfnaUyf expiealj. 



LXXXI. 4. — For that jame.] * For that purpose.' 
VOL. II. 14 
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So held them under &3t ; the whiles the rest 
Fled all away for feare of fowler shame. 
The faire Enchauntresse, so unwares opprestj 

Tiyde all her arts and all her sleights thence out to wrest ' ; 

LXXXII. 
And eke her lover strove ; but all in vame : 
For that same net so cunningly was wound, 
That neither guile noi^ force might it distrame.^ 
They tooke them both, and both them strongly bound 
In captive bandes, which there they readie found : 
But her in chaines of adamant he tyde ; 
For nothing else might keepe her safe and sound : 
But Verdant (so he hight ^) he soone untyde, 

And counsell sage in steed thereof to him applyde. 

LXXXIIl. 
But all those pleasaimt bowres, and pallace brave,^ 
Guyon broke downe with rigour pittilesse : 
Ne ought their goodly worismanship might save 
Them fix)m the tempest of his wrathiulnesse. 
But that their blisse he tum'd to baleflilnesse, 
Their groves he feld ; their gardins did deface ; 
Their arbers spoyle ; their cabinets * suppresse ; 
Their banket-houses bume ; their buildings race^ ; 
And, of the fayrest late, now made the fowlest place. 

LXXXIV. 

Then led they her away, and eke that Knight 
They with them led, both sorrowfiill and sad : 
The way they came, the same retourn'd they right, 
Till they arrived where they lately had 

* Wrestf escape. * Brave, fair, beautiful. 

' Distraine, rend. ^ Cabinets, cottages. 

' Highly was called. * Baee, raze. 
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CharmM those wild beasts that rag'd with furie mad ; 
Which, now awaking, fierce at them gan fly, 
•As in their Mistresse reskew, whom they lad^; 
But them the Palmer soone did pacify. [did ly. 

Then Guyon askt, what meant those beastes which there 

LXXXV. 

Sayd he ; " These seeming beasts are men in deed, 
Whom this Enchauntresse hath transformed thus ; 
Whylome^ her lovers, vhich her lustes did feed, 
Now turned into figures hideous. 
According to their mindes like monstruous." 
" Sad end," quoth he, " of life intemperate, 
And moumefiill meed of ioyes delicious I 
But, Palmer, if it mote thee so aggrate,^ 
Let them returned be unto their former state." 

LXXXVI. 
Streightway he with his vertuous staffe them strooke. 
And streight of beastes they comely men became ; 
Yet being men they did unmanly looke. 
And stared ghastly ; some for inward shame. 
And some for wrath to see their captive Dame : 
But one above the rest in speciall * 
That had an hog beene late, hight ^ Grylle by name, 
Repyned greatly, and did him miscall ® 
That had fix)m hoggish forme him brought to naturall. 

^ Lad, led. * In speciaU, especially. 

* Wkylome^ fonnerly. ^ Hight, called. 

3 Jiggrate, please. ^ Miscall, abuse. 



LXXXVI. 7. — Hight Grylle.] In a dialogue by Plutarch, Gryllus, 
a companion of Ulysses, who had been changed into a swine by Circe, 
holds a conyersation with him, and refuses to be restored to his human 
shape. 



LXXXYll. - 

Saide Guyon ; '* See the mind of beastly maiii 
That Lath so soone forgot the excellence 
Qf his creation, when he life began, 
That now he chooseth with vile difference 
To be a beast, and lacke intelligence ! " 
To whom the Palmer thus ; " The donghill kmde 
Delightes in filth and fowle incontbence : 
Let Grjll be Giyll, and have his hc^^sh minde ; 
But let us hence depart whitest wether serves and wmde/* 



THE THIRD E BOOKE 



0¥ 



THE FAERIE QUEENE 



COlfTATiriNG 



THE LEGEND OF BBITOMAKTIS, OR OF CHASRTr. 

xT flails me here to write of Chastity, 
That fayrest vertue, far above the rest : 
For which what needes me fetch from Faery 
Forreine ensamples it to have exprest ? 
Sith ^ it is shrined in my Soveraines brest. 
And fbrmd so lively in each perfect part, 
That to all Ladies, which have it profest, 
Need but behold the pourtraict of her hart ; 
If pourtrayd it might bee by any living art : 

II. 

But living art may not least part ei^presse, 
Nor life-resembling pencill it can paynt : 
All ^ were it Zeuxis or Praxiteles, 
His dsdale ^ hand would faile and greatly fajmt, 

* Siih, since. * M, although. ' Dadale, BkilfVil. 



1. J. — /( fallt me here to write of Chastity.} The mbject of thii 
book enables the poet, in his introdnction, to pay some delicate coid* 
pliments to the '^ Virgin Queen," to whom it is addressed. 

14* 
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And her perfections with his error taynt : 
Ne poets witt, that passeth pamter farre 
In picturing the parts of beauty daynt,^ 
So hard a workemanship adventure darre, 
For fear through want of words her excellence to maire. 

III. 
How then shall I, apprentice of the skill 
That whilome^ in divinest wits did rayne, 
Presume so high to stretch mine humble quill ? 
Yet now my luckelesse lott doth me constrayne 
Hereto perfiwce : But, O dredd Soverayne, 
rhus far forth pardon, sith ^ that choicest witt 
Cannot your glorious pourtraict figure playne, 
That I in colourd showes may shadow itt, 
And antique praises unto present persons fitt. 

IV. 

But if in living colours, and right hew, 
Thyselfe thou covet to see pictured. 
Who can it doe more lively, or more trew. 
Then * that sweete verse, with nectar sprinckeled, 
In which a gracious servaunt pictured 
His Cynthia, his heavens fayrest light ? 
That with his melting sweetnes ravished, 
And with the wonder of her beames bright, 
My sences lulled are m slomber of delight. 



* Dayntf dainty. • Sith, since. 

• WkUome^ formerly. * Theuy than. 



III. 4. — iMckdesse Z^<.] Luckless, because he aj^rehends he shall 
not do justice to the subject. 

IV. 6.^A gradousservaunt.] This was Sir Walter Raleigh, who 
wrote a poem eulogizing Queen Elizabeth, called " Cynthia.'* 



J 
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V, 

But let that same delitious poet lend 
A little leave unto a rusticke Muse 
To sing his Mistresse prayse ; and let him mend, 
If ought amis her liking may abuse : 
Ne let his fayrest Cynthia refuse. 
In mirrours more then ^ one herselfe to see ; 
But either Gloriana let her chuse, 
Or in Belphoebe fashioned to bee ; 
In th' one her rule, m th' other her rare chastitee. 

' Theny than. 
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CANTO I. 

Guyon enconntreth Britomait: 

Fayre Floiimell is cfaaced : 
Dttessaes traines and Malecas- 

taes champions are defaced. 

1. 
The famous Briton Prince and Faery Knight, 
After long ways and perilous paines endur'd, 
Having their weary Hmbes to perfect plight 
Restord, and sory wounds right well recur'd, 
Of the faire Alma greatly were procured ^ 
To make there lenger * soioume and abode ; 
But, when thereto they might not be allur'd 
From seeking praise and deeds of armes abrode. 
They courteous conge ^ tooke, and forth together yode.* 

II. 
But the captiv'd Acrasia he sent, 
Because of traveill long, a nigher way, 

' Procured, entreated. ' C^ng^f ikrewell. 

' Lenger f longer. ^ Yodt^ went. 



Arg. 3. — Malecastaes.l The meaning of the word Malecasta (un- 
chaste) expresses the vice which she typifies. 

1. 1. — The famous Briton Prinee.'] The narrative is resumed from 
the second book. Prince Arthur remained in the house of Alma till 
the wounds he had received in his encounter with Maleger were healed. 
Sir Guyon, after destroying the Bower of Bliss, returned to the house 
of Alma, from which he and Prince Arthur now set forth. Sir Guyon 
has provided himself with a new steed, in place of his own, which had 
been stolen, but we are not informed how. 
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With a strcmg gard, all reskew to prevent^ 
And her to Faery Court safe to convay ; 
That her for witnes of his hard assay 
Unto his Faery Queene be might present : 
But he himselfe betooke another way, 
To make more triall of his hardiment,^ 
And seek adventures, as he with Prince Artbure went* 

III. 
Long so they trav^ed through wastefiiU wayes. 
Where daimgers dwelt, and perils most did wonne,^ 
To hunt for glory and renowmed prayse : 
Full many countreyes they did overronne, 
From the uprising to die setting sunne, 
And many hard adventures did atchieve ; 
Of all the which they honour ever wonne,- 
Seeking the weake oppressed to relieve, 
And to recover right for such as wrong did grieve. 

IV. 

At last, as through an open plaine they yode,^ 
They spide a Knight that towards pricked fayre ; 
And him beside an aged Squire there rode, 
That seemd to couch ^ imder his shield threetsquare, 
As if that age*badd him that burden spare, 
And yield it those that stouter could it wield : 
He, them espying, gan himselfe prepare. 
And on his arme addresse his goodly shield 
That bore a lion passant in a golden field. 

V. 
Which seemg good Sir Guyon deare besought 
The Prince, of grace, to let him ronne that tume. 

* BmrdimaU wmmge, ' Yode, we^t. 

* IVonney dwell. « Cotuh^ bend. 



u 



166 THE FAERIE I^UEENE. B. III. 

He graunted : then the Faery quickly raught ^ 
His poynant^ speare, and sharply gan to spume ^ 
His fomy steed, whose fiery feete did bume 
The verdant gras as he thereon did tread ; 
Ne did the other backe his foote Tetume, 
But fiercely forward came withouten dread, 

And bent his dreadful speare against the others head. 

VI. 
They beene ymett, and both theyr points arrived ; 
But Gruyon drove so fiirious and fell, 
That seemd both shidld and plate it would have riv'd ; 
Nathelesse it bore hb foe not fix)m his sell,* 
But made him stagger, as ^ he were not well : 
But Guyon selfe, ere well he was aware. 
Nigh a speares length behind his crouper fell ; 
Yet in his fall so well himselfe he bare. 

That mischievous mischaunce his life and limbs did spare. 

VII. 
Great shame and sorrow of that fall he tooke ; 
For never yet, sith ^ warlike armes he bore 
And shivering speare in bloody field first shooke. 
He fownd himselfe dishonored so sotc. 
Ah ! gendest Knight, that ever armor bore, 

^ Raught f reached. * Sdiy saddle. 

^ Poynantf piercing, sharp. ^ Jtsy as if. 

* Spume^ spur. • -SitA, since. 



VI. 1. — l^y beene ymettj &c.] They met, and each one's spear 
struck; or pierced his antagonist. 

VI. 6. — BtU Guyon f &c.] In this encounter between Guyon and 
Britomart Upton discovers an historical allusion to the Earl of Es- 
sex's presuming to match himself with Queen Elizabeth, and adds, 
<* And has not the poet with the finest art managed a very dangerous 
and secret piece of history.? " 
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Let not thee grieve dismounted to have beene, 
And brought to grownd, that never wast before ; 
For not thy fault, but secret powre unseene ; 
That speare enchaunted was which layd thee on the greene ! 

VIII. 
But weenedst thou what wight thee overthrew, 
Much greater griefe and shamefiiller regrett 
For thy hard fortunte then thou wouldst renew, 
That of a single Damzell thou wert mett 
On equall plaine, and there so hard besett : 
Even the famous Britomart it was. 
Whom straunge adventure did fiom Britayne fett ^ 
To seeke her lover (love far sought alas !) 
Whose image shee had scene in Venus looking-glas. 

IX. 
Full of dbdainefoU wrath, he fierce uprose 
For to revenge that fowle reprochefuU shame. 
And snatching his bright sword began to close 
With her on foot, and stoutly forward eaine ; 
Dye rather would he then ^ endure that same. 
Which when his Palmer saw, he gan to feare 
His toward ^ perill, and untoward blame,^ 
Which by that new rencounter he should reare ^ ; 
For Death sate on the point of that enchaunted speare : 



> Fettf fetch. * BloTne, injury. 

' Then J than. ^ Reare, raise, bring upon himself. 

3 Toward, near at hand. 



VII. 9. — TktU speare enchaunted.'] This spear, as we are subse- 
quently informed, was made by Bladud by ^* magic art." See book III. 
canto III. stanza LX. 

VIII. 9. — Whose image, &c.] This incident is told at length in the 
next canto. * 
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X. 

And basting towards him gan fayre perswade 
Not to provoke misfortune, nor to weene 
Hb speares default to mend with cruell blade ; 
For by bis mightie science he had scene 
The secrete vertae of that weapon keene, 
That mortall puissaunce mote not withstond : 
Nothing on earth mote alyi^aies happy ^ beene ! 
Great hazard were it, and adventure fond^^ 
To loose long-gotten honour with one evill hond.^ 

XI. 
By such good meanes he him discounselled 
From prosecuting his revenging rage : 
And eke the Prince like treaty handeled. 
His wrathfull will with reason to aswage ; 
And laid the blame, not to his carriage, 
But to his starting steed that swarv'd asyde. 
And to the ill purveyaunce ^ of his Page, 
Tliat had his furnitures ^ not firmely tyde : 
So b hb angry corage ^ fayrly pacifyde. I 

XII. i 



Thus reconcilement was betweene them knitt, 
Through goodly temperaunce and aflection chaste ; 
And eitb^ vowd with all their power and witt 
To let not others honour be defaste 
Of "^ friend or foe, whoever it embaste,® 



* Happy, Baccesafiil. * FumiiureSf eqaipments. 

* Fondf rush. ' Corage, heart, mind. 
' Hondf adventure, enterprise. ' Of, by. 

* Puneyaunee, management, provision. * EmbasU, dishonored. 

XI. 3. — LUu treaty handded.l Employed the same solicitations or 
ai;§ruments. 
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Ne armes to bear against the others syde : 
Iti which accord ^ the Prince was also plaste, 
And with that golden chaine of concord tyde : 
So goodly all agreed, they ferth yfere^ did ryde. 

XIII. 
O, goodly usage of those antique tjmes. 
In which the sword was servaunt unto right ; 
When not for malice and contentious crymes, 
But all for prayse, and proofe of manly might. 
The martiall brood accustomed to fight : 
Then honour was the meed of victory, 
And yet the vanquished had no despight : 
Let later age that noble use ^ env^,^ 
Vyle nuncor to av<ud and cruel surquediy ' ! 

XIV. 
Long they thustraveiled in friendly wise, 
Throu^ countreyes waste, and eke well edifyde,^ 
Seeking adventures hard, to exercise 
Their puissaunce, whylome'' fiill demly ^ tryde: . 
At lengdi they came into a forest wyde, 
Whose hideous horror and sad trembling sownd 
Full griesly ^ seemd : Therein they Icmg did ryde, 
Yet tract of living creafture none they fownd. 
Save beares, lycxis, and buls, which xomed them aiownd. 

XV. 

All suddenly out of the thickest bnishi 
Upcm a milk-white palfrey all alone, 



^ Atfi&rdy agreement. * Edffydej built, or peopled. 

* Yfere^ together. ^ WkytamSy formerly. 
' Use, custom. " Demly, earnestly. 

* Envy, emulate. * Chriedy, grisly, terrible. 
'* Sttrquedry, insolenoe. 

VOL. II. 15 



1 



V 



170 THE FAERIE <^UEEN£. B. III. 

A goodly Lady did foreby ^ them rush, 
Whose fece did seeme as cleare as christall stone. 
And eke, through feare, as white as whales bone : 
Her garments all were wrought of beaten gold, 
And all her steed with tinsell trappings shone. 
Which fledd so fast that nothing mote him hold, - 
And scarse them leasure gave her passing to behold. 

XVI. 
Still as she fledd her eye she backward threw. 
As fearing evill that poursewd her fast ; 
And her faire yellow locks behind her flew, 
Loosely disperst with puff of every blast : 
All as a blazing starre doth fane outcast 
His hearie ^ beames, and flaming lockes dispredd. 
At sight whereof the people stand aghast ; 
But the sage wisard telles, as he has redd, 
That it importunes ^ death and dolefull dreryhedd.^ 

XVII. 
So as they gazed after her awhyle, 
Lo ! where a griesly foster^ forth did rudi, 
Breathmg out beastly lust her to defyle : 
His tjnreling ® jade '' he fiersly forth did push 
Through thicke and this, both over banck and bush, 
In hope her to attaine by hooke or crooke. 
That from his gory sydes the blood did gush : 
Large were his limbes, and terrible his looke, 
And in his clownish hand a sharp bore-speare he shooke. 

' Fareby, hard by. * Foster, forester. 

' HeartB, hairy. ' TSfrding, vreaxy, 

' Impdrtunesy threatens. ^ Jade, horse. 
* Dreryhedd, disaster. 



XV. 3. — A goodly Lady, &«.] This is Florimell, of wjiom we hear 
orach in the subseqaent cantos. 

1 
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XVIII. 

Which outrage when those gentle Knights did see. 
Full of great envy and fell gealosy . 
They stayd not to avise ^ who first should bee, 
But all spurd after, fast as they mote fly, 
To reskew her fiom shameful! villany. 
• The Prince and Guyon equally bylive ^ 
Herselfe pursewd, in hope to win thereby 
Most goodly m.eede, the fairest Dame alive: 
But aftar the foule foster ^ Timias did strive. 

XIX. 
The whiles faire Biitomart, whose constant mind 
Would not so lightly follow Beauties chace, 
Ne reckt of Ladies love, did stay behynd ; 
And them awayted there a certaine space. 
To weet * if tbey would turne backe to that place : 
But, vfhbn she saw them gone, she forward went, 
As lay her ioumey, through that perlous * pace, 
With sted&st corage and stout hardiment ^ ; 
Ne evil thing she feard, ne evill thmg she meat. 

XX. 
At last, as nigh out of the wood she came, 
A stately Castle (ar away she spyde, 

* Avise, consider. ♦ Weet^ learn. 

* Byltve, instantly. * Periou8y perilous. 

' Foster, forester. * HdrdimefU, boldness. 



XVIII. 2. — Full of great envy, &c.] Envy I take here to be used 
in the sense of emulaiion, and gealosy, of indignation. 

XVIII. 6.^" The Prince and Guyon, &c.] These adyentores are 
resomed in canto IV. stanza XLV. and canto VI. stanza LIV. 

XVIII. 9. — Timias.'] Timias is Prince Arthur's squire, supposed to 
represent Sir W. Raleigh. 

XIX. 7.— Pace.] This is oonjectored to be the French woi 
ewmtryf Anglicized. 
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To which her steps directly she did firame.^ 
That Castle was most goodly edifyde,^ ^ 
And plaste for pleasure nigh that forrest syde : 
But faire before the gate a spatious playne. 
Mantled with greene, itselfe did spredden ^ wyde, 
On which she saw six Knights, that did darrayne^ 
Fiers battaill against (xie with cruell might and mayne. 

XXI. 

Mainely ^ they all attonce upon him laid, 
And sore beset on every side aiownd, 
That nigh he breathlesse grew, yet nought dismaid, 
Ne ever to them jrielded foot of grownd, 
All ^ had he lost much blood through many a wownd ; 
But stoutly dealt his blowes, and every way, 
To which he turned in his wrathiiill stownd,^ 
Made them recoile, and fly fiom dredd decay. 
That none of all the m before him durst aSsay : 

XXll. 
Ldke dastard curres, that, having at a bay 
The salvage beast embost ® in wearie chace, 
Dare not adventure on the stubbome pray, 
Ne byte before, but rome fiom place to place 
To get a snatch when turned is his face. 
In such distresse and doubtfiiU ieopardy 
When Bfitomart him saw, she ran apace 

' Framej adjust, direct. * Mainely. strongly, yiolentlj. 

** Edijyde, built. * Ml, although. 

' Spredden, spread. ' SUnond, assault. 

'* Darrayne, prepare. " Embost, hard pressed. 



XX. ^.^ Against one.] This is thb Red-cross Knight of flie finrt 
book. 

XXI. 9. — Before him durst MP^.] Dtirst attack him in fioi^ 
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Unto his reskew, and with earnest cry 
Badd those same sixe forbeare that single enimy. 

XXIII. 
But to her cry they list not lenden eare, 
Ne ought the more their mightie strokes suiceasse * ; 
But, gathering him rownd about more neare, 
TTjot direiuU rancour rather did encreasse ; 
Till that she rushing through the thickest preasse^ 
Perforce disparted ^ their compacted gyre,* 
And soone compeld to hearken unto peace : 
Tho^ gan she myldly of them to inquyre 
The cause of their dissention and outrageous yre. 

XXIV. 

Whereto that single Knight did answere frame ; 
" These six would me enforce, by oddes of might, 
To chaunge my liefe,^ and love another dame ; 
That death me liefer '^ were then such despight, 
So unto wrong to yield my wrested right : 
For I love one, the truest one on grownd, 
Ne list me chaunge ; she th' Elrrant Damzell hight ® ; 
For whose deare sake full many a bitter stownd^ 
I have endurd, lEuid tasted many a bloody wownd." 

xxv. 

" Certes,^'* " said she, " then beene ye sixe to blame, 
To weene your wrong by force to iustify : 

> Sureeasse, leave off. * LUfey loye. 

' Preassey press. ^ Liefer, preferable, 

s DisparUd^ broke. * BigJU, is ealled. 

« Oyrey circle. * iStomuI, aamiilt. 

* 7%o, then. >* CerUs^ certainly. 

XXIV. 7.^ 7%' EmnU DamzeU.^ This is Una, who is also calM 
the EfrmU JktmoxeU in book II. canto I. stansa XIX. 

15* 
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For Knight to leave his Lady were great shame 

That faithfiill is ; and better were to dy. 

All losse is lesse, and lesse the infamy, 

Then ^ losse of love to him that loves but one : 

Ne may Love be compeld by maistery ^ ; 

For, soone as maistery ^ comes, sweet Love anone 

Taketh his nimble winges, and soone away is gcme." 

XXVI. 
Then spake one of those six ; " There dwelleth hero 
Within this castle-wall a Lady fayre, 
Whose soveraine beautie hath no living pere ; 
Thereto ^ so bounteous and so debonayre,* 
That never any mote with her compayre : 
Sie hath ordaind this law, which we approve, 
That every Knight which doth this way repayre, 
In case he have no Lady nor no Love, 

Shall doe imto her service, never to remove : 

XXVII. 

" But if he have a Lady or a Love, 
Then must he her forgoe with fowle defame,^ 
Or els with us by dint of sword approve, 
That she is fairer than our fairest Dame ; 
As did this Knight, before ye hether came." 

> 7Va, than. ' MaisUnff superior power. ' Thereto j beiidet. 
* Debonayrey gracious. ^ Defame^ dishonor. 



XXV. 7. — JVe may Love^ &c.] 

<* Love wolle not be constreyned by maistery ; 
When maistery cometh, the god of love anone 
Betith his winges, and farevell he is gone." 

Chavcsb. 
" Love, free as air, at sight of human ties, 
Spreads his light wings, and in a moment flies.*' 

Popi. 
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" Perdy," ^ said Britomart, " the choise-is hard ! 
But what reward had he that overcame ? " 
" He should advaunced bee to high regard/' 
Ssdd they, ^^ and have our Ladies love for his reward. 

xxyiii. 
" Therefore aread,^ Sir, if thou have a Love." 
" Love have I sure," quoth she, " but Lady none ; 
Yet will I not fix) mine owne Love remove, 
Ne to your Lady will I service done,^ 
But wreake your wronges wrought to this Knight alone, 
And prove his cause." With that, her mortall speare 
She mightily aventred^ towards one. 
And downe him smot ere well aware he weare^ ; 
Then to the next she rode, and downe the next did beare. 

XXIX. 

Ne did she stay dll three on ground she layd, 
That none of them himselfe could reare againe : 
The fourth was by that other Knight dismayd,' 
All ® were he wearie of his former paine ; 
That now there do but two of six remaine ; 
Which two did yield befoie she did them smight. 
" Ah ! " said she then, " now may ye all see plame. 
That Truth is strong, and trew Love most of might, 
That for his trusty servaunts doth so strongly fight." 

XXX. 

" Too well we see," saide they, " and prove too well 
Our faulty weakenes, and your matchlesse might : 

* Perdy f truly. * Weare, were. 

' Jlread, explain, declare. ' Dismaydy subdued. 

' Done^ do. "^ JiUf although. 

* Aveniredy pushed at a yentuie. 



XXYIII. 5. — Bvt voreake, &c.] * But ayenge the wrongs you baye 
done to this knight in attacking him alone.' 
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Forthy/ faire Sir, yours be the DamozeU, 
Which by her owne law to your lot doth light. 
And we your liegemen faith unto you plight." 
So underneath her feet their swords they mard,^ 
And, after, her besought, well as they might. 
To enter in and reape the dew reward : 
She graunted ; and then in they all toge&er fiur'd* 

xxs:i. 

Long were it to describe the goodly frame 
And stately pent of Castle Joyeous, 
(For so that Castle hight ^ by common name,) 
Where they were entertaynd with courteous 
And comely glee of many gratious 
Faire Ladies, and of many a gentle Knight ; 
Who, through a chamber long and spacious, 
Eftsoones ^ them brought imto their Ladies sight, 
That of them cleeped ^ was the Lady of Delight. 

XXXII. 

But, for to tell the sumptuous aray 
Of that great chamber, should be labour lost ; 
For living wit, 1 weene, cannot display 
The roiall riches and exceeding cost 
Of every pillour and of every post. 
Which all of purest bulHon framed were. 
And with great perles and pretious stones embost® ; 
That the bright glister of their beames cleare 
Did sparckle forth great light, and glorious did appeare. 

1 Fartky, therefore. « Fftsoones, inmiediately. 

' Mard^ cast. * Cleeped, called. 

' Hightf is caUed. ' Enibost, adorned. 



XXXI. 2. — Castle Joyeous.] This is the name of Sir Lanoelot'i 
Castle in the Morte d* Arthur. 
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XXXIII. 

These stranger Knights, through passbg,,forth were led 
Into an inner rowme, whose royahee 
And rich purveyance^ might uneath^ be red ^ ; 
Mote Princes place beseeme so deckt to bee. 
Whkh. stately manner whenas they did see, 
The image of sup^uous riotize. 
Exceeding much the state of meane * degree. 
They greatly wondred whence so sumptuous guize 
Might be maintaynd, and each gan diversely devize. 

XXXIV. 
The wals ware round about apparielled 
With costly clothes of Arras and of Toure j " 
In which with cunning ^ hand was pourtrahed 
The love of Venus and her paramoure, 
The fayre Adonis, turned to a flowre ; 
A worke of rare device and wondrous wit. 
First did it shew the bitter balefiiU stowre,* 
Which her assayd with many a fervent fit. 
When first her tender hart was with his beautie smit : 

XXXV. 

Then with what sleights and sweet allurements she 
Entyst the boy, as well that art she knew, 

* Purveyaneeffaimhaie. ' * Meane, modenJte. 

* Uneath, scarcely. ^ Cunning, skilful. 
' Red, described. ^ SUnore, passion. 



XXXIII. 4. — Mote Princes, &c.] The meaning of the line is, that 
the style of embellishment would be suitable to a prince's palace. 

XXXIV. 2. — Clothes of Arras and of Toure."] Tapestry made at the 
cities of Arras and Tours. — Warton censures Spenser for this anach- 
ronism, which reminds one of the fault found by certain philosophers 
with Plato fbr alluding to the ring of Gyges, which made the wearer 
in7isible, because there never was such a ring, in point of fact. See 
Whateley V Rhet. p. 67. 



> 
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And wcx>ed bim her paramoure to bee ; 
Now making girlonds of each flowre that grew, 
-To crowne his golden lockes with honour dew; 
Now leadmg him into a secret shade 
From his beauperes/ and from bright heavens vew, 
Where him to sleepe she gently would perswade, 
Or bathe him in a fountaine by some covert glade : 

XXXVI. 

And, whilst he slept, she over him would spred 
Her mantle colour'd like the starry skyes, 
And her soft arme lay underneath his bed, 
And with ambrosial! kisses bathe his eyes ; 
And, whilst he bath'd, with her two crafty spyes* 
She secretly would search each daintie lim. 
And throw into the well sweet rosemaryes, 
And fragrant violets, and paunces ^ trim ; 
And ever with sweet nectar she did sprinkle him. 

XXXVII. 

So did she steale his heedelesse hart away, 
And ioyd his love in siecret unespyde : 
But for ^ she saw him bent to cruell play, 
To hunt the salvage beast in forrest wyde, 
Dreadfull ^ of daunger that mote him betyde 
She oft an4 oft adviz'd him to refraine 
From chase of greater beastes, whose brutish pryde 
Mote breede him scath ® unwares : but all in vaine ; 
For who can shun the chance that dest'ny doth ordaine ? 

XXXVIII. 
Lo ! where beyond '^ he lyeth languishing, 

' BeaupereSf fair companions. * Dreadfidl, fearful. 

' 9pyc8f eyes. * Scatk^ injury. 

* Paunces, pansies. ^ Beyond, at a distance. 

* For, because. 
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Deadly engored of a great wilde bore ; 
And by His side the goddesse groveling 
Makes for him endlesse mone, and evermore 
With her soft garment wipes away the gore 
Which staynes his ^nowy skin with hatefull hew : 
But, when she saw no helpe might him restore, 
Him to a dainty flowre she did transmew,^ 
Which in that cloth was wrought, as if it lively grew. 

XXXIX. 

So was that chamber clad in goodly wize : 
And rownd about it many beds were dight,^ 
As whyloine ^ was the antique worldes guize. 
Some for untimely ease, some for delight. 
As pleased them to use that use it might : 
And all was full of Damzels and of Squyres, 
Dauncing and reveling both day and night. 
And swimming deepe in sensuall desyres ; 
And Cupid still emongest them kindled lustful! fyres. 

XL. 
And all the while sweet Musicke did divide 
Her looser notes with Lydian harmony ; 
And all the while sweete birdes thereto applide 
Their daintie layes and dulcet melody, 
Ay caroling of love and ioUity, 
That wonder was to heare their trirn consort.* 

* TransmeiDy change. ' Whylomey fonnerly. 

* Dight, prepared. * Trim consdrt, pleasing concert. 



XXX VIII. 8. — A dainty jlowre.1 The anemone. 
XL. 2. — With Lydian harmony.'] The Lydian music was supposed 
to be of a soft and voluptuous character. Thus Dryden — 

<< Softly sweety in Lydian measures, 
Soon he soothed his soul to pleasures." 



-n 
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Which when those Knights beheld, with scomefiiU eye 
They sdeigned ^ such lascivious disport, 

And loatli'd the loose demeanure of that wantcxi sort.^ 

XLI. 
Thence they were brCRight to that gi^t Ladies vew, 
Whom they found sitting on a sumptuous bed 
That glistred all with gold and glorious shew, 
As the proud Persian queenes accustomed : 
She seemd a woman of great bountyhed 
And of rare beautie, saving that askaunce 
Her wanton eyes (ill signes of womanhed) 
Did roll too lightly, and too often glaunce, 

Without regard of grace or comely amenaunce.^ 

XUI. 
Long worke it were, and needlesse, to devize ^ 
Their goodly entertainement and great glee : 
She caused them be led in courteous wize 
Into a bowre,^ disarmexl for to be, 
And cheared well with wine and spiceree : 
The Redcrosse Knight was soon disarmed there ; 
But the brave Mayd would not disaimed bee, 
But onely vented up her umbriere, 
And so did let her goodly visage to appere. 

XLIII. 
As when feyre Cynthia, in daikesome night. 
Is in a noyous ^ cloud enveloped, 
Where she may finde the substance thin and light, 

^ Sdeignedf disdained. * Devize, describe. 

• Sorty company. • Bawre, chamber. 

' AmenaunMy behavior. ' Ifoyous, unpleasing, or disagreeable. 



XLII. 8. — VtfnUd up her umhrigre.'] Lifted up the visor of her hel- 
met. — Umkriere is so called from its shading the face, derived from 
umibraf Lat, shadow. 
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Breakes forth her silver beaines, and her InighC bed 
Discovers to the world discomfited ; 
Of the poore traveiler that went astray 
With thousand blessings she is beiied ^ : 
Such was the beautie and the lAining ray, 
With which fayre &itomart gave light unto the day. 

XLIV. 
And eke those inx, which lately with her fought, 
Now were disarmd, and did themselves present 
Unto her vew, and company unsought ; 
For they all i^eemed courteous and gent,' 
And all sixe brethren, borne of one par^it. 
Which had them (raynd in all civilitee. 
And goodly taught to tilt and tumam^it ; 
Now were they liegmen to this Ladie fi-ee, 
And her Knights-service ooght,^ to hold of h^ in fee. 

XLV. 
The first of them by name Gardanti hight,^ 
A ioUy ^ person, and erf comely vew ; 
The second was Parlante, a bold Knight ; 

* Heriedf praised. * Gent, acecmplished. ' Oughts owed. 
* HighJty called. * lolly, handsome. 



XLIII. 5. — Discomfited^] Disconcerted at the temporary obscura- 
tion of the moon. 

XLIV. 9. — KnigktS'senriee ought.'] The tenure by knigbts-seryice 
was the most honorable one known to the English law. To constitute 
it, a determinate quantity of land, called a ** knight's fee," was neces- 
sary ; and the tenant was obliged to attend the lord of whom he held to 
the war forty days in every year, if called upon. 

XLV. 1. — The first of them, &c.] The names of these six persons 
are appropriate to the attendants upon Matecasta, or Incontinence. 
Oardanti means a gazer, or ogler; Parlanti, a prattler; loeanti, a 
jester; Basdanti, one who kisses; Bacchant^, a drinker of wine, and 
yoetant^, a reveller by night. 

VOL. n. 16 



182 THE FAERIE QUEENS. B* lU. ^ 

And next to him locante did ensew ^ ; 
Basciante did himselfe most courteous shew ; 
But fierce Bacchante seemd too fell and keene ; 
And yett in armes Noctante greater grew : J 

An were faire Knights, and goodly well beseene ; 
But to faire Britomart they all but shadowes beene. 

XLVI. 
For shee was full of amiable grace 
And manly terror mixed therewithall ; 
That as the one stird up afiecdons bace, 
So th' other did mens rash desires apall, 
And hold them backe that would in error fall : 
As hee that hath espide a vermeill rose, 
To which sharp thomes and breres^ th^ way forstall,' 
Dare not for dread his hardy hand expose. 
But, wishing it far off, his ydle wish doth lose. 

XLVII. 
Whom when the Lady saw so faire a wight, 
All ignorant of her contrary sex, 
(For shee her weend a firesh and lusty Knight,) 
Shee greatly gan enanwured to wex. 
And with vaine thoughts her falsed ^ fancy vex : 
Her fickle hart conceived hasty fyre, 
like sparkes of fire which fall in sclender flex, 
That shortly brent ^ into extreme desyre. 
And ransackt all her veines with passion entyre.® 

XLVIII. 
Eftsoones ' shee grew to great impatience, 



* Efisewj follow. • Brent^ burnt. 

* BrereSf briers. • Entyre, inward. 

' ForsiaUj obstruct. ' Eftsoones^ immediately. 

* FdUed, deceived. 

XLVII. 7. — Sclender JUz,] Thm flax. 
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And into termes of open outrage brust/ 
That plaine discovered her incontinence ; 
Ne reckt shee who her meaning did mistrust ; 
For she was given all to fleshly lust, 
And poured forth in sensuall delight, 
That all regard of shame she had discust,® 
And meet respect of honor put to flight : 
So shamelesse beauty soone becomes a loathly aght. 

XLIX. 
Faire Ladies, that to love captived arre. 
And chaste desires doe nourish in your mind. 
Let not her fault your sweete affections marre ; 
Ne blott the bounty ^ of all womankind 
'Mongst thousands good, one wanton dame to find : 
Emongst the roses grow some wicked weeds : 
For this was not to love, but lust, inclind ; 
For love does alwaies bring forth bounteous * deeds, 
And in each gentle hart desire of honor breeds. 

L. 

Nought so of love this looser Dame did skill,^ 
But as a cole to kindle fleshly flame. 
Giving the bridle to her wanton will, 
And treading under foote her honest name.: 
Such love is hate, and such desire is shame. 
Still did she rove® at her with crafty glaunce , 
Of her false eies, that at her hart did ayine. 
And told her meaning in her countenaunce ; 
But Britomart dissembled it with ignoraunce. 

^ Brustf burst. * Bowateous^ generous, noble. 

* Discuat, thrown off. ^ Skill, understand. 
' Bounty, goodness. ' Rove, shoot. 



L. d.-^Dissemhled it tnth ignoraunce.] Appeared as if she did not 
perceive or understand her conduct. 
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LI. 

Supper was shortly dight,^ and downe they satt ; 
Where they were served with all sumptuous fare, 
Whiles fiuitfull Ceres and Lysus &tt 
Pourd out thdr plenty, without spight^ or spare; 
Nought wanted there that dainty was and rare : 
And aye the cups thek bancks did overflow ; 
And aye betweeue the cups she did prepare 
Way to her love, and secret darts did throw ; 
But Britomart would not such guilfiill message koow. 

LII. 
So, when they slaked had the fervent heat 
Of appetite with meates of every sort, 
The Lady did faire Britomart entreat 
Her to disarme, and with delightM sport 
To loose her warlike limbs and strong effiat : 
But when shee mote not thereimto be wonne, 
(For shee her sexe under that straunge purport ^ 
Did use to hide, and plaine apparaunce shonne,) 
In playner wise to tell her grievaunce she begonne ; 

LIII. 
And all attonce discovered her desire 
With sighes, and sobs, and plaints, and piteous griefe, 
The outward spaikes of her in-burning fire : 
Which spent in vaine, at last she told her briefe,^ 

* Dightf prepared. ' Purportf disguise. 

' Spight, reluctance. * Brufty briefly. 



. I 



LI. 3. — Lyaus."] A name of Bacchus, used here for wine, as *• Ceres ' 
is for food. 

LI. 6. — 77l« cups their bancks did owrfiow.'] ' Were emptied of their 
contents.' 

LII. 4. — JETer to disarmef <S^.] To lay aside her arms, and relax the 
sternness of her demeanor. 
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That, but if ^ she iid lend her short reliefe 
Add doe her comfert, she mote algates^ dye* 
But the chaste DamzeU, that had never priefe ' 
Of such malengme^ and fine fivgerye,^ 
Did easely beleeve her strong extreontye* 

UV. 
Full easy was £xr her to have beliefe, 
Who by seif^feeling of heat feeble sexe. 
And by long triall of the inward griefe 
Wherewith impeiious love her hart did vexe. 
Could iudge what paines doe loving harts perplexe. 
Who means no guile, be guiled soonest shall. 
And to fiure semblaunce doth light ® faith annexe : 
The bird, that knowes not the false jfowlers call. 
Into bis hidden nett full easely doth &11. 

LV. 
Forthy "^ she would not in discourteise wise ^ 
Scome the faire offer of good will piofest ; 
For great rebuke ' it is love to despise, 
Or ruddy sdeigne ^® a gende harts request ; 
But with &ire countenaunce, as beseemed best, 
Her enterta3nid ; nath'lesse shee inly deemd 
Her love too light, to wooe a wandring guest ; 

^ But %fy unless. * Lights ready. 

* AlgaUs, at aU events. ^ Forthy, therefine. 

* Priefef proof. ' DiscamUut tetts, discourteoQily. 

* MalengifUf guile. * Rekuke, rudeness. 

* Fergery^^ deceit. ^ SdmgnB, disdiin. 



LV. 6.— AVit&7esM «ftee vdy de9md.'\ Britomart treated MiOeoasU 
oMuteonslyy but deemed her love to be of a Tory light and fiiyolous 
character) to be proffered to a chance guest like herself; while Male- 
easta interpreted the courtesy of Briiomart to be evidence of a like pw- 
tioa in the breast of the supposed knight. 

16* 
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Which she miscoDstruing, tliereby esteemd 
That from like inward fire that outward smoke had steqjid. 

LVl. 
Therewith awhile she her flit ^ fancy fedd, 
Till she mote winne fit time for her desire ; 
But yet her wound still inward freshly bledd. 
And through her bones the false instilled fire 
Did spred itselfe, and venime close ^ inspire. 
Tho^ were the tables taken all away ; 
And every Knight, and every gende Squire, 
Gan choose his Dame with hascwmani gay, 
With whom he ment to make his sport and courdy play. 

LVII. 
Some fell to daunce ; some fell to hazardry * ; 
Some to make love ; some to make mer3rment ; 
As diverse witts to diverse things apply : 
And all the while faire Malecasta bent 
Her crafty engins to her close intent. 
By this th' etemall lampes, wherewith high love 
Doth light the lower world, were halfe yspent, " 
And the moist daughters of huge Adas strove 
Into the ocean deepe to drive their weary drove. 

LVIII. 
Ugh time it seemed then for everie wight 

1 Flit, rapid. " Tko, then 

* Close, secret. ^ Haxardry, gaming. 



LVI. 8. — Basdamani gay."] * With kissing her hands ' — an Italian 
word. 

LVII. 5. — Close intent.'] Deep-seated purpose. 

LVII. 8. — And tke nufist daughters, &c.] The Hyades, a constella- 
tion of seven stars in the head of Taurus, supposed by the ancients to 
occasion rain. They were the daughters of Atlas, and pined away^ with 
grief for the death of their brother, Hyas, and were changed into stan. 
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Them to betake unto their kindly rest : 
Eftesoones ^ long waxen torches weren light 
Unto their bowres ® to guyden every guest : 
Tho,' when the Britonesse saw all the rest 
Avoided quite, she gan heiselfe despoile, 
And safe committ to her soft fethered nest ; 
Wher through laag watch, and late dales weary toils, 
She soundly slept, and carefiiU thoughts did ^uite assoile.^ 

LIX. 
Now whenas all the world in silence deepe 
Yshrowded was, and every mortall wight 
Was drowned in the depth of deadly sleepe ; 
Faire Malecasta, whose engrieved spright 
Could find no rest in such perplexed plight, 
Lightly arose out of her wearie bed, 
And, binder the blacke vele of guilty night, 
Her with a scarlott mantle covered 
That was with gold and ermines fiiire enveloped. 

LX. 

Then panting softe, and trembling every ioynt, 
Her fearfiill feete towards the bowre^ she mov*d, 
Where she for secret purpose did appoynt 
To lodge the warlike M aide, unwisely loov'd ; 
And, to her bed approchbg, first she piX)OV*d 
Whether she slept or wakte : with her softe hand 
She softely felt if any member moov'd, 

' Eftesoones, immediatelj. ^ AssoUe, put off. 

' Bowres, chambera* ^ Bowre, chamber. 

» 7^, then. 



LVIII. 5. — , '■. .-.' all the rest 

Avoided jwite.] That all the others had departed, or, 
that she was alone. 
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And lent her wary eare to understand 
If any puflb of breath or signe of sence shee fond. 

LXI. 
Which whoias none she fond, with easjr shifte. 
For feare least her unwaies she should abrayd/ 
Th' embroder'd quilt she lightly up did lifte, 
And by h&t i»de herselfe she softly layd, 
Of eFery finest fingers Couch affiayd ; 
Ne any noise she made, ne woide she spake, 
But mly sighd. At last the royall Mayd 
Out of her quiet slomber did awake, 
And chaungd her weary side the better ease to take. 

LXII. 
Where fedmg one close couched by her side, 
She lightly lept out of her filed ^ bedd. 
And to her weapon ran, in minde to gride^ 
The loathed leachour : but the Dame, halfe dedd 
Through sudddne feare and ghasdy drerihedd,^ 
Did shrieke alowd, that through the hous it rong, 
And the whole famSy therewith adredd ^ 
Rashly ^ out of their rouzed couches sprong, 
And to the troubled chamber all in armes did throng. 

LXIII. 
And those sixe Knightes, that Ladies champions, 
And eke the Redcrosse Knight ran to the stownd,*^ 
Halfe armd and halfe unarmd, with them attons ^ : 
Where when confusedly they came, they fownd 

^ J^raydf awake. * Jidredd, distoibed. 

' Filedf defiled. ' Raahlyf incoiuiderately. 

' Qridey pierce. "* Stowndy alann. 

^ Drerikeddf horcor. ^ Attons, together. 



LXI. 1 . — Easy sk{fte,] Light movemeat. 
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Their Lady lying xm the sencelesse gfownd : 
On th' other side they saw the warlike Mayd 
Al in her snow-white smocke, with locks unbownd, 
Tbreatning the point of her avenging blade ; 
That with so troublous terror they were all dismayd. 

LXIV. 
About their Ladye first they flockt arownd ; 
Whom having laid in comfortaUe couch, 
Shortly they reard out of her irosen swownd ; 
And afterwardes they gan with fowle reproch 
To stirre up strife, and troublous contecke^ bioch*: 
But, by ensample of the last dayes losse, 
None of them rashly durst to her approch, 
Ne in so glorious spoile themselves embosse ^ : 
Her succourd eke the Champion of the Bloody Crosse. 

LXV. 

But one of those sixe knights, Gardante hight,^ 
Drew out a deadly bow and arrow keene, 
Which forth he sent with felonous despight^ 
And fell mtent against the Virgin sheene * : 
The mortall Steele stayd not till it was scene 
To gore her side^ yet was the wound not deepe. 
But lightly rased her soft silken skm. 
That drops of purple blood thereout did weepe, 
Which did her lilly smock with staines of vermeil steep. 

LXVI. 

Wherewith enrag'd she fiercely at them flew, 

^ Conteekey contention. * Eighty named. 

' Brechf broach, commence. * Fdanoug despight, wicked malice. 

' Embosse, adorn. ' Sheene, shining, bright. 



LXm. 5. — Lying on the seneeUsse grotond.'] Lying senseleM on 
the floor. 
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And with her flammg sword about her layd, 
That none of them foule mischiefe could eschew,^ 
But with her dreadiull strokes were all dismayd : 
Here, there, and every where, about her swayd 
Her wrathfiill Steele, that none mote it abyde ; 
And eke the Redcrosse Knight gave her good ayd, 
Ay ioynmg fix>t to fix>t, and syde to syde ; 
That in short space their foes they have quite t^iifyde. 

LXVII. 
Tho,^ whenas all were put to shamefull flight, 
The noble Britomards her arayd. 
And her bright armes about her body dight ^ : 
For nothing would she lenger ^ there be stayd. 
Where so loose life, and so ungentle trade,^ 
Was usd of® Knightes and Ladies seeming gent^: 
So, earely, ere the grosse earthes gryesy ® shade 
Was all disperst out of the firmament. 
They tooke their steeds, and forth upon their ioumey went. 

' EscheWj avoid. > Trade, treatment, conduct 

» ThOfihen. • Of, by. 

' Dight, put on. ^ Gent, courteous. 

* Linger, longer. > Gryesy, mobt, or foggy. 

JLiXyi. 9.-^ Qittte terrtfyde,'] Frightened away, or driven olE 
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CANTO II. 

The Redcrosse Knight to Britomart 

Describeth Artegall : 
The wondrous Myrrhour, by which she 

In love with him did Ml, 

1. 
Here have I cause in men iust blame to find. 
That in their proper praise too parUall bee, 
And not indifferent ^ to woman kind, 
To whaok no share in armes and chevaLree 
They doe impart, ne maken memoree 
Of their brave gestes ^ and prowesse martiall : 
Scarse doe they spare to one, or two, or three, 
Rowme in their writtes ^ ; yet the same writing small 
Does all their deedes deface, and dims their glories all. 

U. 
But by record of antique times I finde 
That wemen wont in warres to beare most sway, 
And to all great exploites themselves inclin'd, 
Of which they still the girlond bore away ; 
Till envious men, fearing their rules decay, 
Gan coyne streight * lawes to curb their liberty : 
Yet, sith ^ they warlike armes have laide away, 

> Indifferentf impartial. ^ Streight, strict. 

' OesteSy deeds. * SUh, since. 

* Writtes, writings. 



n. 5. — Their ndes decay.} The decline of their own anthority. 
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They have exceld in artes and pollicy, 
That now we foolish men that prayse gin eke t' env^. 

III. 
Of warlike puissaunce in agesi spent,^ 
Be thou, faire Britomart, whose prayse I wryte ; 
But of all wisedom bee thou precedent, 
O soverame Queene, whose prayse I would endyte, 
Endite I would ^is dewtie doth excyte ; 
But ah ! my rymes too rude and ragged aire, 
When in ^ so high an obiect they doe ly te. 
And, striving fit to make, I feare, doe maire : 
Thyselie thy prayses tell, and make them knowen Sure. 

IV. 
She, traveiling with Guyon, by the way 
Of sondry tfainges (aire purpose ^ gan Co &id, 
T' abridg their ioumey long and lingring day : 
Mongst which it fell into that Fairies inind 
To aske this Briton Maid, what uncouth ^ wind 
Brought her into those partes, and what inquest^ 
Made her dissemble her disguised kind ^ : 
Faire Lady she him seemd like Lady drest. 
But fairest Knight alive when armed was her brest 



^ Spent, passed. * UncouUiy strange. 

' Itif on. B Inquest, que«t, or ad^entote. 

' Purpose, discourse. ' Kind, sex. 



III. 2. — Be thou J faire Britomart.'] Precedent is understood. 
III. 4. — O soveraine Q^eene.'} This is an invocation to Queen 
£lizabeth. 

III. 8. — Jind, striving, &c.] * And, in endeavoring to ^at the sub- 
ject in a proper manner, I fear I only mar it.' 

IV. 1. — TraveiUng %oith Guyon.] This is a mistake. Guyon went 
in quest of Florimel, in the first canto, and Britomart is now in com- 
pany ivith the Ked-csoss Knight. 
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V. 
Thereat she sighing softly had no powre 
To speake awhile, ne ready answere make ; 
But with hart-thrilling throbs and bitt^ stowre,^ 
As if she had a fever fitt, did quake, 
And every dsuntie limbe with horrour shake ; 
And ever and anorie the rosy red 
Flasht through her face, as ^ it had beene a flake ^ 
Of lightning through bright heven fiilmined : 
At last^ the passion past, she thus him answered : 

VI. 
" Faire Sir, I let you weete,"* that fiom the howre 
I taken was fiom nourses tender pap, 
I have been trained up in warlike stowre,^ 
To tossen ® speare and shield, and to affiap "^ 
The warlike ryder to his most mishap ; 
Sithence ® I loathed have my life to lead, 
As Ladies wont, in Pleasures wanton lap, 
To finger the fine needle and nyce thread ; 
Me lever ^ were with point of foemans speare be dead, 

vn. 

^^ All my delight on-deedes of armes is sett, 
To hunt out perilles and adventures hard. 
By sea, by land, whereso they may be mett, 
Onely for honour and for high regard, 

1 Sunore, emotion. • Tossen^ toss, bmndkh. 

' Asy as if. ' Afff'^Pi strike down. 

' Flake, flash. ^ Sitkenecj since. 

* Let you weete, inform you. ' Me lever, I would rather. 

* Statore, exercises. 



VI. 4. — And to affrap, &e.] And to strike down the warlike rider 
in such a way as most effectually to disable him. 
VOL. II. 17 
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Without respect of richesse or reward : 
For such intent into these partes I came, 
Withouten compasse or withouten card, 
Far fro my native soyle, that is by name 
The Greater Biytayne, here to seeke for praise ^and feme. 

VIII. 
^' Fame blazed hath, that here in Faery Lond 
Doe many &mous Knightes and Ladies wonne,^ 
And many straunge adventures to bee fixid. 
Of which great worth and worship ^ may be wonne : 
Which to prove, I this voyage have begonne. 
But mote I weet ^ of you, right courteous Knight, 
Tydings of one that hath unto me donne 
Late foule dishonour and reprochfiill spight. 
The which I seek to wreake,^ and Arthegall he hight^ '' 

IX. 
The worde gone out she backe againe would c^. 
As her repenting so to have missayd, 
But that he, it uptaking ere the fall, 
Her shortly answered ; ^^ Faire martiall Mayd. 
Certes ® ye misavised "^ beene t' upbrayd 
A gentle Knight with so unknightly blame : 
For, weet ^ ye well, of all that ever playd 



' Wotme^ dwell. * Btght, ia called. 

' Warship, honor. * Certes^ certainly. 

' Weet^ learn. ^ Misavised^ misinformed, 

* Wreakey avenge. or ill-counselled. 



VII. 9.«-7%« Oreater BrytayneJ} Chnreh says that this means 
Wales, and is so called to distinguish it frcmi Lesser Brittany, in 
France. Fairy Land is England proper. 

IX. 3. — Ere tkefaU.] Immediately ; befoie the words had ftllen to 
the ground. 
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At tilt or tourney, or like warlike game, 
The noble Artbegall hath ei^er borne the name. 

'* Forthy ^ great wonder were it, if such shame 
Should ever enter in his bounteous ^ thought, 
Or ever doe that mote des^rven blame : 
The noble corage ^ never weraeth ou^t 
That may unworthy of itsdfe be thought. 
Therefore, faire Damzell, be ye w^ aware, 
Least that too farre ye have your sorrow sought : 
You and your Countrey both I wish welfiure. 
And honour both ; for each of other worthy are.'' 

XL 
The royall Maid woxe inly wondrous glad, 
To heare her Love so highly magnifyde ; 
And ioyd that ever she affixed had 
H^ hart on Knight so goodly glorifyde. 
However finely she it faind to hyde. 
The lovbg mother, that nine monethes did beare 
In the deare closett of her painefoll syde 
Her tender babe, it seeing safe appeare. 
Doth not so mlioh reioyce as she rmoyced theare. 

XII. 
But to occa^on him to fiirther talke, 
To feed her humor with his pleasing style, 

* Forthy f therefore. ' Bounteous, generous, noble. 

' Corage, heart, mind. 



IX. 9. — Borne the name."] That is, of gentle, or accompliBhed. 

X. 4. -•- T%e noUe eorage, &c.] ' The noble mind never entertains a 
thought unworthy of itself. Therefore, iair damsel, be careful to 
ascertain the truth, lest you should discoyer that you have been 
already too far on a wrong course in search of the cause of your 



196 THE FAERIE ^UEENE« 9* lUt 

Her list ^ in stryfull ^ teimes with him to balke,^ 
And thus replyde ; " However, Sir, ye fyle * 
Your courteous tongue his prayses to compyle,* 
It ill beseemes a Knight of gentle sort, 
Such as ye have him boasted, to beguyle 
A simple Maide, and worke so hainous tort,^ 
In shame of Knighthood, as I largely can report. 

XIII. 
" Let bee '^ therefore my v^igeaunce to disswade, 
And read,® where I that Faytour ® felse may find.*' 
'^ Ah ! but if reason faire might you perswade 
To slake your wrath, and mollify your mind," 
Said he, " peibaps ye should it better find : 
For bardie thbg it is, to weene by might 
That man to hard conditions to bind ; 
Or ever hope to match in equall fight. 
Whose prowesse paragone saw never living wight. 

XIV. 
^< Ne soothlich ^® is it easie for to read ® 
Where now on earth, or how, he may be fownd ; 
For he ne wonneth ^^ in one certeine stead,^^ 
But restlesse walketh all the world arownd, 
Ay doing thinges that to his fame redownd, 

^ Her Ustf she was pleaaed. ^ Let bee, omit. 

' StryfuJU, contentious. ^ Ready declare. 

' Balke, deal in cross-purposes. ' FayUnur, villain. 

* FyUy smooth, polish. ^ Soothlich, truly. 

^ Compyle, heap up. ^^ Wonneth, dwelleth. 

• Tort, wrong. " Stead, place. 



XII. 9. — ^ I largely can rqitart.'] 'As I can amply assert or 
maintain^' 

XIII. 9. — Whose prowesse^ &c.] * WJioee prowess no living wight 
ever saw equalled.' 
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Defending Ladies cause and Orphans right, 
Whereso he heares that any doth confownd 
Them ccMnfortlesse through tyranny or might ; 
So is his sovemine honour raisde to hevens hight/' 

XV. 

His feeling wordes her feeble sence much pleased, 
And softly sunck into her molten hart : 
Hart, that is inly hurt, is greatly eased 
With hope of thing that may allegge ^ his smart ; 
For pleasing wordes are like to magick art. 
That doth the charmed snake in slomber lay : 
Such secrete ease felt gentle Britomart, 
Yet list ^ the same effi>rce ^ with faind gainesay ; 
(So disch(»d ofte in musick makes the sweeter lay ;) 

XVI. 
And sayd ; " Sir Knight, these ydle termes forbears ; 
And, sith ^ it is uneath ^ to find his haunt, 
Tell me some markes by which he may appeaie, 
If chaunce I him encounter paravaunt ^ ; 
For perdy ^ one shall other slay, or daunt : [stedd. 

What shape, what shield, what armes, what steed, what 
And whatso else his person most may vaunt ^ ? " 
All which the Redcrosse Knight to point ared,^ 
And him in eyerie part before her fashioned. 

XVII. 
Yet him m everie part before she knew, 

1 MUggty alleyiate. ' PmravawU^ peradventiue. 

• Idst, preferred. ' Perdy, truly. 

' Efforee, struggle against. " Vaunt, display. 

^ Sithy since. ' To point ared, exactly described. 

• Vneath, difficult. 



XVI. 6. — What sUddJ] What manner of person . 

17* 
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However list ^ her now her knowledge fayne, 
Sith ^ him whylome ^ in Britayne she did vew. 
To her revealed in a Mirrhour playne ; 
Whereof did grow her first engraffed^ payne. 
Whose root and stalke so bitter yet did taste. 
That, but the fiuit more sweetnes did contayne, 
Her wretched dayes in dolour ^ she mote waste, 
And yield the pray of love to lothsome death at last. 

XVIII. 
By straunge occasion she did him behdd, 
And much more straungely gan to love his sight, 
As it in bookes hath written beene of old. 
In Deheubarth, that now South- Wales is hight,® 
What time king Ryence raign'd and dealed right, 
The great Magitien Merlin had deviz'd, . 
By his deepe science and hell-dreaded might, 
A Lookmg-glasse, right wondrously aguiz'd,'' [niz'd.^ 
Whose vertues through the wyde worlde soone were solem- 

XIX. 
It vertue had to shew in perfect sight 
Whatever thing was in the world contaynd. 
Betwixt the lowest earth and hevens hight. 
So ^ that it to the looker appertajrnd : 
Whatever he had wrought, or firend had faynd, 
Therein discovered was, ne ought mote pas, 
Ne ought in secret fixxn the same remaynd ; 
Forthy ^® it round and hollow shaped was, 
Like to the world itselfe, and seemd a World of Glas* 

> List Aer, she was pleased. ' £^At, called. 

' SUhy since. ' Agnized, cofntriTed. 

' Wh^oTne, fonnerly . ^ Solemmz*d, made ftmom. 

* Engm^sdj fixed, planted. * So, provided. 

* DoUmr^ grief. ^ Forthy, therefore. 
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Who wonders DOt, that reades so wondrous woike ? 
But who doe& wonder, that has red the Towie 
Wherem th' Aegyptian Phao long did lurke 
From all mens vew, that none might her discouie,' 
Yet sbe might all men vew out of h^ bowre^ ? 
Great Ptolixnaee it for his Lemans sake 
Tbuilded all of gbsse, by magicke powre, 
And also it impregnable did make ; 
Tet, when his Love was fijse, he with a peaze ^ it brake. 



Such was the glassy Globe that Merlin made, 
And gave unto king Ryence for his gard,^ 
That never foes his kingd(»ne might invade, 
But he it knew at home before he hard ^ 
Tydings thereof, and so them still debar'd : 
It was a famous present for a Prmce, 
And worthy worke of infinite reward. 
That treasons could bewray, and foes convince ^ : 
Happy this realme, had it remayned ever since ! 

XXII. 
One day it fortuned fayre Britomart 

' DUeoure^ discoyer. * Gardy protection. 

' Bovore, chamber, apartment. * Hardy heard. 

' Feaze^ violent blow. * CowoiitMy overthrow. 



XX. 6. — QreiU PtoU)ma$C\ This in probably Ptolemy the astrono- 
mer, who, like Virgil, was probably invested with the honors of a 
magician, daring the middle ages. The source from which Spenser 
derived the story 1 have not been able to ascertain. 

XXI. r. — TkB gUusy Globe.] Magic globes or mirrors are fire- 
qnently mentioned in romantic literature. The reader will recollect 
the beautiful verses in " The Lay of the Last Minstrel," describing an 
interview between the ESarl of Surrey and Cornelius Agrippa, in which 
the latter showed him the Lady Geraldine in one of these mirrors. 
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Into her fathers closet to repayre ; 
For nothing he from her reserved apart. 
Bring his onely daughter and his hayre ; 
Where when she had espyde that Mirrfaour &]rre, 
Heiselfe awhile therein she vewd in vaine : 
Tho,^ her avizing ^ of the vertues rare 
Which thereof spoken ware, she gan againe 
H^ to hethinke of that mote to herselfe pertaioe. 

XXIII. 

But as it falleth, in the gentlest harts 
Imperious Love hath highest set his throne, 
And tyrannizeth in the bitter smarts 
Of them, that to him buxome ^ are dnd prone : 
So thought this Mayd (as maydens use to done) 
Whom fortune £>r hex husband would aUot ; 
Not that she lusted after any one, 
For she was pure from blame of sinfijll blott ; 
Tet wist ^ her life at Is^t must lincke in that same knot. 

XXIV. 

Eflsoones ^ there was presented to her eye 
A comely Knight, all ami'd in complete wize,^ 
Through whose bright ventayle '^ lifted up on hye 
His manly &ce, that did his foes agrize ^ 
And frends to termes of gentle truce entize, 
Lookt foorth, as Phoebus face out of the east 
Betwixt two shady mountaynes doth arize : 



^ ThOf then. * I^ooneSf immediately. 

* Her avizing, conaidering. . ' Wize^ manner. 

« Buxomcy {biegsam, Ger.,) ' Ventayle, front part of the hehnet. 

obedient, yielding. " Agrize, terrify. 

Wistj knew. 



XXII. 6. — In vaine.] Because, looking into it without any definite 
porpoee, she saw nothing but her own image. 
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Portly his person was, and much increast 
Through his beroicke grace and honorable gest.^ 

XXV. 
(lis crest was covered with a couchant hownd, 
And all his armour seemd of antique mould. 
But wondrous massy and assured sowod, 
And round about yfretted ^ all with gold, 
In which there written was, with cyphers old, 
Achilles armes which Arthegall did unn : 
And on his shidd enveloped sevenfold 
He bore a crowned litde ermilin,^ 
That deckt the azure field with her fayre pouldred ^ skm. 

XXVI. 

The Damzell well did vew his personage,^ 
And liked well ; ne iiirther fastned not, 
But went her way ; ne her unguilty ^ age 
Did weene,"^ unwares, that her unlucky lot 
Lay hidden m the bottome of the pot : 
Of hurt unwist ® most daunger doth redound : 
But the false archer, which that arrow shot 
So slyly that she did not feele the wound, 
Did smyle iiill smoothly at h^ weetlesse ^ wofiill stound.^® 

XX VU. 
Thenceforth the fether in her lofty crest, 

> Gest, demeanor. ^ UnguiUy, imsuspeeting. 

• Yfretted, adorned with fret-work. * WecTiey think. 

• Ermilin, ermine. ^ Unwist j unknown. 

* Potddred, spotted. ^ Weetiesse, unconscious. 

* Personage, personal appearance. *° Stound, grief. 



XXV. 6. — JichiUea armes, &c.] Arthegall is the hero of the fifUi 
book ; but we are not informed how he came by the anna of Achilles. 

XXVI. 2. — JVtf fartker fastned noe.] Her thoughts dwelt no more 
upon it. 
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Rufied ^ of Love, gan lowly to ayaile ^ ; 
And her piowd portaunce^ and her princdy gest/ 
With which she earst® trydmphed, now did quaile: 
Sad, solemne, sowre, and full of fancies fraile. 
She woxe ; yet wist ® she nether how, nor why ; 
She wist ® not, ally Mayd, what she did sale, 
Yet wist** she wasiiot well at ease percfy '^ ; 

Yet thought it was not love, but some melancholy. 

XXVIIL 
So soone as Night had with her pallid hew 
Defaste ® the beautie of the shyning skye, 
And refie fitsn men the worides desired vew, 
She with her nourse adowne to sleepe did lye ; 
But sleepe fidl far away fiom her did fly : 
Instead thereof sad sighes and sorrowos deepe 
Kept watch and ward about her warily ; 
That nought she did but wayle, and oflen steepe 

Her dabty couch with teares which closely ^ she did weepe* 

XXIX. 

And if that any drop of slombring rest 

Did chaunce to still ^® into her weary spright, 

When feeble nature felt herselfe opprest, 

Streightway with dreames, and with fantastick sight 

Of dreadfiill thmgs, the same was put to flight ; 

That oft out of her bed she did astart. 

As one with vew of ghastly feends affiight : 

1 Buffed, raffled. • fFitt, knew. 

* AvaiUf sink. ^ Perdy, truly. 

' Portawneef port. " DrfasU, defiused. 

^ Gest, demeanor. ' CZo«€2y, secretly. 

* Earst, before. ^ SHU, drop, flow. 
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Tho ^ gan she to renew her former smart, 
And thinke of that fajre visage written in her hart. 

XXX. 

One night, when she was tost with such untest, 
Her aged nourse, whose name was Glauce hight,^ 
Feeling her leape out of her loathed nest, 
Betwixt her feeble armes her quickly keight,^ 
And downe againe in her warme bed her dight* : 
" Ah t my deare daughter, ah ! my dearest dread,^ 
What uncouth ® fit," sayd she, " what evill plight 
Hath thee opprest, and with sad drearyhead ^ 
Chaunged thy lively cheare, and Kving made thee dead ? 

XXXI. 
'^ For not of nought these suddein ghastly feares 
All night afflict thy naturall repose ; 
And all the day, whenas thine equall peares 
Their fit disports with fiure dehght doe chose, 
Thou in dull comers doest thyselfe inclose ; 
Ne tastest princes pleasures, ne doest spred 
Abroad thy besh youdis fayrest flowre, but lose 
Both leafe and finite, both too untimely shed, 
As one in wilfiiU bale® for ever buried. 

XXXII. 
" The time that mortall men their weary cares 
Do lay away, and all wilde beastes do rest. 
And every river eke his course forbeares, 
Then doth this wicked evill thee infest, 
And rive with thousand throbs thy thrilled ® brest : 

^ Tho, then. * Uncouth, strange. 

* Hightf cdled. ' Drearyhead, sorrow. 
' Keight, canght. * Bale, affliction. 

^ Digkt, placed, disposed. * ThriUed, pierced. 

* Dread, object of regard. 
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Like an huge Aetn' of deepe engulfed gryefe^ 
Sorrow is heaped in thy hollow chest, 
Whence foorth it hreakes in sighes and anguish ryfe,* 
As smoke and sulphure mingled with coniiised stiyfe. 

XXXIII. 

" Ay me ! how much I feare least love it bee ! 
But if that love it be, as sure I read 
By knowen signes and passions which I see. 
Be it worthy of thy race and royall sead,^ 
Then I avow, by this most sacred head 
Of my dear foster childe, to ease thy griefe 
And win thy will : Therefore away doe dread ; 
For death nor daunger fix>m thy dew reliefe 
Shall me debane : Tell me therefore, my liefest liefer ! " 

XXXIV. 
So having sayd, her twixt her armes twaine 
Shee streighdy ^ strajmd, and colled ^ tenderly ; 
And every trembling ioynt and every vaine 
Shee soitly felt, and rubbed busily, 
To doe the fix)sen cold away to fly ; 
And her faire deawy eies with kisses deare 
Shee ofte did bathe, and ofte againe did dry : 
And ever her importund not to feare 
To let the secret of her hart to her appeare. 

XXXV. 

The Damzell pauzd ; and then thus fearfiilly ; 

" Ah ! nurse, what needeth thee to eke ^ my payne ? 

Is not enough that I alone doe dye, 

But it must doubled bee with death of twaine ? 

^ Ryfcj life f fail ftttundBLnt. * StreighUy,cloeBly. 

* Seady seed. ^ CoUed^ fondled. 

' Utfest Uefdf dearest love. ' Eke^ increase. 



For nought for me but death there dptb ifemame V^ 
" O daughter deare^" said she, " despeire no whit ; 
For never sore but ipight a salve obtaine : 
'Riat blinded god, which hath ye blindly smit. 
Another arrow hath your Lovers hart to bit." 

XXXVJU 

" But mine is not," quoth she, " Uke oth^ wownd ; 

For which no reason can finde remedy." 

^* Was never such, but mote the like be fownd," 

Said she ; " and though no reason may apply 

Salve to your sore, yet Love can higher stye ^ 

Then ® Reasons reach, and oft bath wonders donne,'* 

" But neither god of love nor god o:f skye 

Can doe," said she, " that which cannot be donne." 

" Things oft impossible," quoth she, " aeeme ere begonne.'* 

XXXVII. 
" These idle wordes,^*' said she, " doe nought aswage 
My stubbome smart, but more annoiaunce breed : 
For no, no usuall fire, no usuall rage 
Yt is, O nourse, which, on my life doth feed. 
And sucks the blood which from my hart doth bleed. 
But since thy faithiiill zele jets me not hyde 
My crime, (if crime it be,) I will it reed.^ 
Nor prince nor pere it is, whose love hath gryde ^ 

My feeble brest of late, and launched this wound wyde : 

XXXVIII. 
" Nor man it is, nor other living wight ; 
For then s5me hope I might unto me draw ; 

^ Stye, mount. ' Reedy declare. 

' T%enf than. ^ Gryde, pierced. 

XXXVI. 9. — Things oft impossible, &c.] Things 'often seem im- 
pOBsible before they are begun or attempted. 
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But tb' only shade and semblant ^ of a Knight, 
IVhose shape or person yet I never saw, 
Hath me subiected to Loves ciuell law : 
The saitie one day, as me nusfortune led, 
I in my fiithen wondrous Minbour saw, 
And, pleased with that seeming goodlyhed,^ 
Unwaies the hidden hooke with baite I swallowed : 

XXXIX. 

*^ Sithens' it hath infixed faster hold 
Within my bleeding boweUs, and so sore 
Now ranckleth in thb same firaile fleshly mould, 
l^at air mine entrailes flow with poisnous gore. 
And th' ulcer groweth daily more and more ; 
Ne can my ronning sore finde remedee. 
Other than my hard fortune to deplore, 
And languish as the leafe fiJn from the tree. 
Till death make one end of my dales and miseree ! '' 

XL. 
« Daughter," said she, " what need ye be dismayd ? 
Or why make ye such monster of your minde ? 
Of much more uncouth ^ thing I was affiayd ; 
Of filthy lust, contrary unto kinde * : 
But this affection nothing straunge I finde ; 
For who widi reason can you aye reprove 
To love the semblaunt ^ pleasing most your minde. 
And yield your heart whence ye cannot remove ? 
No guilt in You, but in the tyranny of Love. 

* SembUmtf appeaiance. ' Goodlyked, goodly appearance. 
* SUkms, since. ^ Uncouth, strange. * Kinde, nature. 



XL. S. — Or why make^ &c.] Why speak of your passion as if it 
were monstrous or unnatural? 
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" Not so th' Arabism Myrrhe did sett her mjmd ; 
Nor so did Biblis speed her pining hart ; 
But lovM their native flesh against al kynd,^ 
And to thdr puqpose used wicked art : 
Yet playd Pasiphae a more monstrous part, 
That lov'd a bull, and leamd a beast to bee: 
Such shamefiill lustes who loaths not, which depart 
From course of nature aiid of modestee ? 
Swete Love such lewdnes bands^ fix>m his faire companee. 

XLII. 
^^ But thine, my deare, (wel&re thy heart, my deate !) 
Though straunge beginning had, yet fixed is 
On one that worthy may perhaps appeare ; 
And certes^ seemes bestowed not amis : 
loy thereof have thou and eteraall Uis! " 
With that, upleaning on her elbow weake, 
Her alablaster brest she soil did kis, 
Which all that while shee felt to pant and quake, 
As it an earth-quake were : at last she thus bespake ; 

XLIII. 
^' Beldame, your words doe worke me lide ease ; 
For though my love be not so lewdly bent 
As those ye blame, yet may it nought appease 
My raging smart, ne ought my flame relent, 

> Kyndf nature. * Bandg, baaishea. ' Cartes^ truly. 



/ 



XLI*. 1. — J%* Arabian Myrrhe, &c.] Myrrha and Biblis are names 
associated with classical tales of incestuons passion. Alfieri has made 
the story of Myrrba the subject of a tragedy. The monstrous fable of 
Pasiphae is well known. 

XLIII. 1. — Bddame.'] Bddame means literally <fiur dame,' (Fr. 
BdU dame,) and is used here, and generally in Spenser, as a respectful 
epithet. 
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But rather doth my helpeledse griefe augment. 
For they, however shamefull and unkrnde^^ 
Yet did possesse their hoirible intent t 
Short end of sonowes they therfoy did finde $ 
So was their fortune good, though wicked were tbeiif minde. 

*' But wicked fortune mke, though minde be good. 
Can have no end nor hope of my desire. 
But feed on sbadowes whiles I die for food. 
And like a shadow wexe, whiles with entire ^ 
Af^tion I doe languish and expire. 
I, fonder ^ then ^ Cephisus foolish chyld. 
Who, having vewed m a fountaine shere ^ 
His face, was with the love thereof beguyld ; 
I, fonder,^ love a shade, the body &r exyld." 

XLV. 

^^ Nought like," quoth shee ; ^^ for that same wretched boy 
Was of himselfe the ydle paramoure, 
Both Love and Lover, without hope of ioy ; 
For which lie faded to a watry flowre. 
But better fortune thine, and better howre,® 
Which lov^st the shadow of a warlike Knight ; 
No shadow, but a body hath in powre : 
That body, wheresoever that it light,^ 
May learned be by cyphers, or by magicke might. 

' Unkindej unnatural. ■ * Entire, inward. ^ FondgTy more foolish. 
* Tlienj than. * Shere, clear. ® Hotore, lot. ' Light, happens to be. 



XLIV. 6. — Cephisua focUth ekt^d."] Narcissus. 

XLV. 1. — JX'ought Zi^e.] The cases are not similar. 

XLV. 4. — Watry fiotore.'] The narcissus, or daffodil, called * -wvXcj,* 
because thriving best in moist situations. 

XLV. 7. — JVb shadow, &cJ] * There is no shadow which hat not a 
body belonging to it.* 
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XLVI. 

" But if thou may with reason yet represse 
The growing evill, ere it strength have gott, 
And thee abandond wholy do possesse ; 
Against it strongly strive, and yield thee nott 
Til thou in open fielde adowne be smott ^ : 
But if the passion mayster thy fraile nugfat, 
So that needs love or death must be thy Idit, 
Then I avow to thee, by wrong or right 
To compas thy desire, and find that loved Knigbt." 

XLVII. 
Her chearefiill words much cheard the feeble spright 
Of the sicke Virgin, that her downe she layd 
In her warme bed to sleaepe, if that she ra^ht ; 
And the old-woman carefiiUy displayd^ 
The clothes about her round with busy ayd ; 
So that at last a litle creeping skepe 
Surprizd her sence : Shee, therewith wdl apayd,^ 
The dronk^Q lamp down in the oyl did steepe, 
And sett her by to watidi, and sett her by to weepe. 

Xi-Vlll. 
Earely, the morrow next, before that Day 
His ioyous face did to the world revde, 
They both uprose and tooke their ready way 
Unto the c][KU!ch, their {tfaiers to app^,'^ 



» SmoU, smitten. ' '^patfd, satisfied. 

« Displaydf spread. * ^ppeU, offer. 



XLVII. 8.— The dronken lampf &c.] The lamp is called drmkeUf 
because it drinks or eonsumes the oil, Upton says that she does not 
blow out the'lamp because that was ill ominous, but steeps it in the oil, 
and thus extinguishes it. 

18* 



. I 



With great devotion, and with litle zde : 
For the faire Damzetl bota the holy herse ^ 
Her love-fflcke hart to other thoughts did steale ; 
And that old Dame said many an idle verse, 
Out of her daughters hart fond fancies to reverse.* 

XLIX. 
Retoumed home^ the loyall In&nt fdl 
Into her former fitt; for why ? no powre 
Nor guidaunce of hecselfe in her did dwell. 
But th^ aged nourse, her callbg to her bowie,^ 
Had gathered rew, and savine, and the flowre 
Of camphoitt, and calamint, and dill ; 
All which she in a earthen pot did poure, 
And to the brim with coltwood did it fill, 
And many drops of milk and blood through it did^pll* 

L. 
Then, takmg thrise three heares fix»n off her head, 
Than trebly breaded m a threefold lace, 
And round about the pots mouth bound the thread ; 
And, after having whispered a space 
Certein sad words with hoBow voice and bace,^ 
Shee to the Virgm sayd, thrise sayd she itt ; 
^^ Come, daughter, come ;^ coniie, spit upon my foce ; 
Spitt thrise upon me, thrise upon me spitt ; 
Th' uneven n(»nber 6x this busmes is most fitt." 

^ Hersej ceremonial. * Bcwr€^ chamber. 

* SeverWf cause to return or depart. ^ Baee, low. 

XLVIIl. 5. — WUh great devotuntf dtc.] With great apparent deiFO- 
tion, but little true zeal. 

L. 1. — 7%en, taking, &c.] The classic poets, especially Theocritos 
and Virgil, hare supplied Spenser with the irarious processes of 
GUnee'f incantation. 
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That sayd, her rownd about she fixim her tomd, 
She turned her contrary to the sunne ; 
Thrise she her tumd contraryy and retumd 
• All contrary ; for ^e the right did shunne ; 
And ever what she did was streight ^ undonne. 
So thought she to undoe her daughter's love : 
But love, that is in gentle brest begonne, 
No ydle charmes so lightly may remove ; 
That well can witnesse, who by tryall it does prove. 

LII. 
Ne ought it mote the noble Mayd avayle, 
Ne slake the fury of her crueU flame^ 
But that shee still did waste^ and still did wayle, 
That, through long languour and hart-bummg brame' 
She shortly like a pyned ghost became 
Which long hath waited by the Stygian strond : 
That when old Glance saw, for feare least blame 
Of her miscarriage should in her be fond, 
She wist^ not bow t' am^id, xior how it to withstond. 

1 Strmghif immediately. ' Brame^ severe. 



I 

LII. 6. — HotA vmUed.'] Because the body had not been buried. 
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CANTO III. 

Meriin bewrayes ^ to Britomart 

The state of Arthegall : 
And shewes the famous progeny, 

Which from them springen shalL 

I. 
Most sdcred fyre, that bumest mightBy 
In living brests, yldndled first above 
Elmongst th' etemall spheres and lamping * sky, 
And thence pourd into men, which men call Love ; 
Not that same, which doth base affections ^ move 
In brutish mindes, and filthy lust inflame ; 
But that sweete fif^ that doth true beautie love, 
And choseth Vertue for his dearest Dame, 
Whence spring all noble deedes and never-<lying feme : 

II. 
Well did Antiquity a god thee deeme. 
That over mortaU mindes hast so great might, 
To order them as best to thee dodi seeme, 
And all their actions to direct aright : 
The fatall * purpose of divine foresight 
Thou doest efi^t in desdned descents, 
Through deepe impression of thy secret might, 
And stirredst up th' heroes high intents. 
Which the late world admyres for wondrous moniments. 

» ■ • 
^ BewraifeSy reveals. ' Lamping, Bhining. ' Affections, pasnons. 
^ FU, passion. ' Fatall, ordained by fate. 
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III. 

But thy dredd dartes in none doe triumph more, 
Ne braver proofe m any of thy powre 
Shewd'st thou, then ^ in this royall Maid of yore, 
Making her seeke an unknowne Paramoiire, 
From the worlds end, through many a bitter stowre^: 
From whose two loynes thou aft^wardes did, rayse 
Most famous fruites of matrimoniall bowre. 
Which through the earth have spredd their living prayse, 
That fame in tromp of gold eternally displayes/ 

IV. 
Begin then, O my dearest sacred Dame, 
Daughter of Phoebus and of Memorye, 
That doest ennoble with immortall name 
The warhke worthies, from antiquitye, 
In thy great volume of Etemitye ; 
Begin, O Clio, and recount fix)m h^ice. 
My glorious Soveraines goodly Auncestrye, 
Till that by dew degrees, and long protense,^ 
Thou have it lastly brought unto her Excellence. 

V. 

Full many wayes within her troubled mind 
Old Glauce cast to cure this Ladies griefe ; 
Full many wayes s^e sought, but none could find, 
Nor herbes, nor charnaes, nor counsel that is chiefe 
And choicest med'cin^ for sick harts reliefe : 
Forthy * great care she tooke, and greater feare, 

^ Therij than. ^ Protensey extension. 

• Stoiorey peril. * Forthy, therefore. 



IV. 2. — Daughter of Phcebus, &c.] This is the second time that 
Spenser has spoken of the Muses as being the daughters of Phoebus, 
instead of Jupiter. See book I. canto II. stanza V. 

V. 6. — Great care she tooke.] She felt great concern. 
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Least that it should h^ turne to fowle repriefe ^ 
And sore reproch, whenso her father deare 
Should of his dearest daughters hard nusfortune heare. 

VI. 

At last she her avisde^^ that he which made 
That Mirrhour, wherein die i»cke Damosell 
So straungely vewed her straonge lovers shade. 
To weet, the learned Merlin, well ^oiold tell 
Under what coast of heaven the Man did dwell, 
And by what means his love might best be wrought : 
For, though beyond the Afiick Ismael 
Or th' Indian Peru he were, she thought 
Ifim forth through infinite endevour to have sought. 

VII. 

Forthwith themselves disguising both in straunge 
And base attyre, that none might them bewray,^ 
To Maridunum, that is now by chaunge 
Of name Cayr-Merdin cald, they tooke their way : 
There the wise Merlin whylome * wont (they say) 
To make his wonne,^ low underneath the ground 
In a deepe delve,* farre from the vew of day. 
That of no living wight he mote be found, 
Whenso he counseld with his sprights encompast round. 

VIII. 
And, if thou ever happen that same way 

' Repriefej reproof. * Whylome, formerly. 

' Aoisdt, bethought. * Wonne, dwelling. 

• Beioray, discoyer. • Ddve, cave. 



VI. 7.— 7%« Afiick IsfiMgl.'] The Moors, Bedouin Arabs, &c., 
inhabiting the northern parts of Africa, are supposed to be descendants 
of Ishmael. 

VII. 4. -^ Cayr-MeTdin,'\ Caermarthen, in Wales, the supposed resi- 
dence of Merlin. 
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To traveill, go to see that dreadful places 
It is an hideous hollow cave (they say) 
Under a rock that lyes a litle space 
From the swiil Bany, tombling downe apace 
EmoQgst the woody hilles of Dyneuowre: 
But dare thou not, I charge, in any cace 
To enter mto that same halefiill bowre,^ 
For feare the crudl feendes should thee Unwates devowtdt 

IX. 
But standing high, aloft low lay thine eare> 
And there such ghastly noyse of yron chaines 
And brasen caudions thou shalt rombling heare, 
Which thousand sprights with long enduring paines 
Doe tosse, that it will stonn thy feeble braines ; 
And oftentimes great grones, and grievous stownds,^ 
When too huge toile and labour them constraines ; 
And oftentimes loud strokes and ringing sowndes 
From under that deepe rock most hoiiibly rebowndes. 

The cause, Bome say, is this : A litle whyle 
Before that Merlin dyde, he did mtend 
A brasen wall in compas to compyle ^ 
About Cairmardin, and did it commend 
Unto these sprights to brmg to perfect end : 
During which woike the Lady of the Lake, 

^ Baunref chamber, dwelling. ' StomuU, noifles. 

' Camp^f pile together, construct. 

K.6.^The Lady qf the Lake.^ The Ladj of the Lake is a well- 
known personage in the romances relating to King Arthur. Lancelot 
du Lac, one of the Knights of the Round Table, was educated by her. 
The leader will recollect her ^appearance in Sir Walter Scott's ^ Kenil- 
worth," in the description of the festivities in honor of Queen Elizabeth, 
at Kenilworth Castle Merlin is represented as enamored of her ; but 
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Whom long he k>v'd, fer him in hast did send ; 
Who, thereby fixst his workemen to forsake, 
Them bownd, till his retoume, their labour not to slake.^ 

xr. 

In the meane time dnougli that fidse Ladies traine^ 
He was surpnsd, and buried under beare, 
Ne ever to his worke retumd againe : 
Nath'lesse those feends may not their woik forbeare, 
So greatly his commandement they feare, 
But there doe ioyle and traveile day smd night, 
Untill that brasen wall they up doe reare : 
For M^^lin had in magick more insight 
Then ^ ever him before or after bving wight : 

Xll. 
For be by wordes could call out of the sky 
Both sunne and moone, and make them him obay ; 
The land to sea, and sea to maineland dry, 
And daiksom night he eke could tume to day ; ' 
Huge hostes of men he could alone dismay, 
And hostes of men of meanest thinges could fiame, 
Whenso him list * his enimies to fray ^ : 
That to this day, for tenor of his fame. 
The feendes do quake when any him to them does name. 

XIU. 
And, sooth,^ men say that he was not the sonne 

> SUtkt^ slack. * TVotne, artifice. ' Then, than. 
* Htm Ust, he pleased » Fratf, terrify. » Sooth, indeed. 

she did not return his passion, and made use of her power over him to 
enclose him in a rocky cavern. The story of the brazen wall, Warton 
says, was borrowed by Spenser from Giraldus Cambrensis, who, 
during his progress through Wales, in the twelfth century, picked it 
up among the other traditi(ms propagated by the British bards. 

Xl. 2. — BwrwL under beare.] Buried under something which en- 
closed him like a coffin or bier. 
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Of mortal! syte or other living wi§^t, 
But wondrously begott^i, aad begonne 
By felse illuaon of a guilefiill spright 
On a faire lady Nonne, that whilcxne ^ bight' 
Matilda, dangfater to Pubidius 
Who was the k»d 6f Mathtiiaval by right. 
And cooseik unto king Ambroaius ; 
Whence he indued was with skill so merreilous. 

XIV. 
Tbey, hetre arriving, staid awhile without, 
Ne durst adventure rashly in to wend,^ 
But of their first intent gan make new dout 
For dread (^ daunger, which it might ^ortaid : 
Untill the hardy Mayd (with Love to finend) ^ 
First entering, the dreadfiill Mage ^ there fownd 
Deepe busied ^bout worke of wondjtnis end, 
And writing stralmge chark^ters in the giownd, 
With which the stubbome feendes he to his service bownd. 

He nought was moved at their entraunce bold, 
For of their oommbg weU hewist^ afore; 

' WkUome^ formerly. * Tofrcnd, for a friend. 

* Hight, was named. ' Mage, magician. 

* Wend, go. • Witty knew. 



XIU* 3* — Wondrously begotten.'] The father of Merlin was & de- 
mon, and his mother an English maiden of distinction, who afterwards 
became a nun. The reader will find a full account of his extra- 
ordinary origin and birth in the first Tolome of Ellis's Specimens of 
Evly English Metrical Romances. See also Dunlop's History of 
lection, Tol. I. p. 204. 

XIII. 7.^Mathtraval.] " Roderic the Great (see stanza XL VIII.) 
ctivided Wales into three provinoesy Abevfiraw, Dineyowr, and Math- 
liival/' — Cbuhch. 

XrV. 3. — Oan make new dovJt.] Began to feel new apprehensionf. 

VOL. n. 19 



318 THE FAEBIE qUEENE. B. HI. 

Yet list tbem bid their buanesse to unfoldi 
As if ought in this world in secrete store 
Were from him hidden, or unknowne of yore. 
Then Glance thus ; '^ Let not it thee offend, 
That we thus rashly through thy daiksom dare 
Unwares have prest ; for either &tall end, 

Or other mightie cause, us two did hether send." 

XVI. 
He bad tell on : And then she thus began ; 
" Now have three moones with bonowd brothers Ught 
Thrise shined fidre, and thrise seemd dim and wan, 
Sith ^ a sore evill, which this Virgin bright 
Tormenteth and doth plonge in dolefoll plight, 
First rooting tooke ; but what thing it mote bee, 
Or whence it sprong, I cannot read ^ aright : 
But this I read,^ that, but if ^ remedee 

Thou her aflbrd, ftdl shordy I her dead shall see.'' 

XVII. 

Therewith th' Enchaunter soiUy gan to smyle 
At her smooth speeches, weeting * inly well 
That she to him dissembled womanish guyle, 
And to her said ; " Beldame, by that ye tell 
More neede of leach-crafte * hath your Damozell, 
Then • of my skill : who helpe may have elsewhere. 
In vaine seekes wonders out of magick spell." 
Th' old woman wox half blanck' those wordes to heare ; 
And yet was loth to let her purpose plaine appeare ; 

^ Sitk, since. ' Readj learn. ' But if, imlefw. 

^ Weeting, knowing. * Leaeh-erafte, medical skill. * Then, than 

7 Blanek, confounded, or out of countenance. 



XV. 8. — FataU emf.] Decree of the fates. 
XVII. 3. — Dissembled womanish gwt^J] Concealed the truth 
womanish artifice 
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. XVIII. 

And to him sayd ; ^^ Yf any leaches skill, 
Or other learned meanes, could have redrest 
This my deare daughters deepe-engraffed iU, 
Certes ^ I should he loth ihee to molest : 
But this sad evill, which doth her infest, 
Doth course of naturall cause farre exceed, 
And housed is within her hollow brest, ^ 

That either seemes some cursed witches deed. 
Or evill spright, that in her doth such torment breed." 

XiX. 
The Wisard could no lenger beare her bord,* 
But, bursting forth in laughter, to her sayd ; 
" Glauce, what needes this colourable word 
To cloke the cause that hath itselfe bewrayd ^ ? 
Ne ye, fayre Britomartis, dius arayd. 
More hidden are then * sunne in cloudy vele ; 
Whom thy good fortune, having fate obayd. 
Hath hether brought for succour to appele ; 
The which the Powres to thee are pleased to revele." 

XX. 

The doubtfiill Mayd, seeing herselfe descryde. 
Was all abasht, and her pure yvory 
Into a cleare carnation suddeine dyde ; 
As &yre Aurora, lysing hastily. 
Doth by her blushing tell that she did lye 
AU night in old Tithonus fiozen bed. 
Whereof she seemes ashamed inwardly : 
But her olde nourse was nought dishartened, 
But vauntage made of that which Merlin had ared ^ ; 

1 Certes, certainly. * Bord, jest, or pretence. 
* Bewrofdf roTealed. « Then, than. * Ared, explained. 
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XXI. 

And sayd ; '^ Sidi ^ then thou knowest all our griefe, 
(Fot what doest not thou knowe ?) of grace I ptay, 
Pitty our playnt, and yield us meet reliefe ! " 
With that the Prophet still awhile did stay^ 
And then his spjrite thus gan foorth display ; 
" Most noble Virgin, that by fiitall ^ lore 
Hast leam'd to love, let no whit thee dismay 
The hard beginne ^ that meetes thee in the doroi 
And with sharpe fits thy tender hart oppresseth soro: 

xxn. 

^^ For so must all things excell^oit begin ; 
And eke enrooted deepe must be that tree, 
Whose big embodied braunches shall not lin ^ 
Till they to hevens bight forth stretched bee. 
For irom thy wombe a femous progenee 
Shall spring out of the auncient Trojan blood. 
Which shall revive the sleeping memoree 
Of those same antique peres, the hevens brood, 
Which Crieeke and Asian rivers stayned with their blood. 

xxill. 
^' Renowmed kings, and sacred emperoiirs. 
Thy fiuitfiill ofspring, shall fiom thee descend; 
Brave captaines, and most mighty waxriours, 
That shall their conquests through all lan.ds extend, 
And their decayed kingdomes shall amend : 
The feeble Britons, broken with long warre. 
They shall upreare, and mightily defend 
Agamst their fonen foe that commes from fiiire. 
Till universall peace compound all eivill iarre* 



1 SUhf usee. > Begimu, 

s IkuA, ocdflaned by fiite. «Lt»,itop. 
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XXIV. 

^' It was not, Britomart, thy wandiing eye 
GlaunciDg unwares in cfaaimed Lookiag-^a% 
But the streaght course of bevenly destiny. 
Led with EtemaU Providence, that has 
Guyded thy glaudce^ to iHing HGs Will io ptas: 
Ne is thy &te, ne is thy fintune ill, 
To love the prowest ^ Knight that ever was : 
There&re submit thy ^wayes unto His Will, 
And doe, by all dew meanes, thy destiny fiilfill." 

XXV. 

" But read,^ " saide Gkuce, ^^ thou Magitian, 
What meanes shall she out-^seeke, or what waies tako^? 
How shall she know, how shall she finde the Man ? 
Or what needes her to toyle, sith ^ fates can make 
Way for themselves their purpose to pertake ? " 
Then Mwlin thus ; ^^ Indeede the fates are firme, 
And may not shrinck, though all the world do shake i 
Yel oii^ht mens good endevours them confiime. 
And guyde the heavenly causes to thdr constant teixne. 

XXVI. 
^^ The Man, whom heavens have ordaynd to bee 
The spouse of Biitomart, is Arthegall : 
He wonneth^ in the land of Fayeree, 
Yet b no Fary borne, ne sib *^ at all ♦ 

To Elfes, but sprong of seed terrestriall, 

^ Prowestf bravest. * Rsad, explain. ' 9Uh^ sinee. 
* Wannedk, dwelleth. » 51i5, related to. 



JCXV, 5. — Their purpose to pertake.'i To make her partake of their 
purposes, or include her in their plans. 

XXVI. l.— The Man, &c.] The fabulous chronicle of British kinga 
is here resumed from the tenth canto of the Second book. The narrar 
tiye there ceases before the reign of Arthur, and commences here after it 

19* 
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And whylome ^ by fiJse Fanes stolne away, 

Whyles yet in mfant cradle be did crall ; 

Ne otber to bimselfe is knowne tbis day, 
But tbat be by an Elfe was gotten of a Fay : 

XXVII. 

^< But soQtb^ he is tbe sonne of Gorloiis, 

And brotber unto Cador, Comish king ; 

And for bis warlike feates renowmed is, 

From wbere tbe day out of tbe sea dotb sjHJng, 

Untill tbe <3losure of tbe evening : 

From tbence bim, firmely bound witb faitbfull band, 

To tbis bis native soyle tbou backe sbalt brings 

Strongly to ayde bis countrey to withstand 
Tbe powre of forreine Paynims wbicb invade tby land. 

XXVDI. 
*^ Great ayd thereto bis mighty puissaunce 
And dreaded name shall give in tbat sad day ; 
Wbere also proofe of tby prow ^ valiaunce * 
Tbou then sbalt make, t' increase thy Lover's pray : 
Long time ye both in armes shall beare great sway, 
Till thy wombes burden thee fjx)m them do caH, 
And his last fate him fixxn thee take away ; 

WhylomBy formerly. ' Prow, (preuxy Fr.,) brave and loyal. 
Sooth, truly. ^ VaUaunee,, yalor. 



XXVII. l,-^Qorlots.'\ This Gorloie wa« the Duke of Cornwall. 
Arthur Pendragon, the king of Britain, became enamored of his wife 
Igana, and haying, by Merlin's help, assumed the person of Gorlois, he 
became by her the father of Arthur; and afler the death of Gorlois he 
married her. By Gorlois she had also a son Cador. So far the 'chroni- 
cles and romances. Spenser represents her as having another son by 
Gorlois, that is, Arthegall. 

XXVII.. 6. — From tAem.] From Fairy land. 
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Too rathe ^ cut off by practise criminall 
Of secrete SoeSy that him shall make in mischirfe &11. 

XXIX. 

^^ With thee yet shall he leave, for memory 
Of his late puissaunoe, his ymage dead. 
That living him in all activity 
To thee shall represent : He^.ftom the head 
Of his coosen Constantius, without dread 
Shall take the crowne that, was his fathers right. 
And therewith crowne himselfe in th' others stead : 
Then shall he issew forth with dreadfull might 
Against his Saxon foes in bloody field to fight. 

XXX. 

<^ Like as a lyon that in drowi»e cave 
Hath long time slept, himselfe so shaU he shake ; 
And, comming forth, shall spred his banner brave 
Over the. troubled South, that it shall make 
The warlike Mertians for feare to quake : 
Thrise shall he fight with them, and twise shall win ; 
But the third time shall fayre accordaunce make : 
And, if h^ then with victorie can lin,^ 
He shall bis dayes with peace bring to his earthly In* 

XXXI. 

'^ His Sonne, hi^t ^ Vortipore, shall him succeede 
In kingdome, but not in feUcity : 
Yet shall he long time warre with happy speed, 
And with great honour many batteills try ; 
But at the last to th' importunity 

1 Baths, early. * lift, stop. ^ JJight, called. 



XXX. 5. — Mertians.} Mercia was one of Uie kingdoniM of the 
Saxon Heptaiehy. 
XXX. 9. — Earthly /it.] Death, or the gzaTe. 
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Of fixyward fortune shall be forst to yield : 
But his SKmne Malgo shall fiill mightily 
Avenge his &thers losse with speare and shield. 
And his proud &>es discomfit in victorious field. 

XXXII. 

" Behold the Man ! and tell me, Bntomait, 
If ay more goodly creature thou^ didst see ? 
How 13ce a gyaunt in each manly pait 
Besbres he himselfe with portly maiestee. 
That one of th' old h^»es seemes ta beel 
He the six Islands, comfUfovinciaH ^ 
In auncient times unto great Britainee, 
Shall to the same reduce, and to him call 
Their sondry kings to do their homage s^veialL . 

xxxm. 

*^ All wluch his s(xine Careticus awhile 
Shall well defend, and Saxons powre suj^prease^ 
Untill a straunger king, fix)m ui^nowoe soyle 
Arriving, him with multitude ofq>resse ; 
Great 6<HTBond, having with huge mightmesse 
Ireland subdewd, and therein fixt his throne, 
Like a swift otter, fell through emptinesse,^ 
Shall overswim the sea with many one 
Of his Norveyses,^ to assist the Britons fone.* 

^ Comprovindall to^ conteiiued in ike none pravinoe wiih. 

' FtU through emptiiussBy cni^l through hanger* 

• JforveyseSf Norwegians. * Fone, foes. 

XXXII. 6. — Tfte six Isiands."] These islands are stated to be lie- 
land, Iceland, (Gothland, the Orkneys, Jforway, and Dooa. 

XXXIII. 5. — Great GormondJ] This Gormond is called a king of 
ike Afsiea«s, and yet, by a strange confiunon of latitude, is represcmted 
as the captain of the Norwegian pirates. 



XXXIV. 
'^ He in Ms fiirie aQ shall ov«M»Dney 
And holy church with fidtUesse handes defiu^. 
That thy sad people, utterly fordoime,^ 
ShaU to the utmost mountaines fly apace : 
Was never so great waste in any place. 
Nor so fowle outrage doen by living men ; 
For all thy cittles they shall sacke and race,^ 
And ^ greene grasse that grow^ they shall Iwea,' 
That even the wilde beast shall dy m starved den^ 

XXXV. 
*^ Whiles thus Ay Britons doe in languour pittie^ 
Proud Etheldred sbaU from the Nixrth arise, 
Serving th' ambitious will of Augustine, 
And, passmg Dee, with hardy enterprise 
Shsdl backe repulse the valiaunt Brockwett twise, 
And Bangor with massacred mar^rs fill ; 
But the third time diaU rew ^ his fool-han&e : 
For Cadwauj pittying his peoples ill, 
Shall stoutly him defeaty and thousand Saxons kiB. 

XXXVI. 

'^Butj aftei^ him, Cadwallin mightily 

On his Sonne Edwin all those wrongs diall wieake ; 

Ne shall availe the ^cked sorcery 

^ Fordonnef undone. ' J2ao0, nsEe, - ' Bren, bum. * Rew^ pity. 

XXXV. 2. — Proud Ethddred.] In this stanza we have a glimmering 
of authentic history. In the beginning of the sereiiih century, Ethel- 
frith, the king of Bernicia, defeated the Welsii under Broemail, near 
Bangor, with great slaughter. T\imer*s Aholo-Sazohs, vol. i. 333. — 
But this was not until after l3ie death of St. Augustine, who introduced 
Christianity among the Anglo-Saxons. 

X:t;XVI. l,-^CadwaUm migkiUy.J In 633, Edwin, the kiii|^ of 
Northumbria, wfl# defeated by Gadwa]loii,.kmg of North Wales^^and 
ilain. 
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Of false Pellite his purposes to breake, 
But him shall slay, and on a gallowes bleak 
Shall give th' enchaunter his unhappy hire : 
Then shall the BriUHis, late dismayd and weake. 
From their long vassallage gm to respire, 
And on their Paynim foes avenge their ranckled ire. 

XXXVII. 

" Ne shall he' yet his wrath so mitigate, 
Till both the sonnes of ISdwin he have slayne, 
Offiicke and Osricke, twinnes unfortunate. 
Both slaine in battaile upon Laybume playne, 
Together with the king of Louthiane, 
Hight ^ Adin, and the king of Orkeny, 
Both ioynt partakers of their fatall payne : 
But Penda, feareiiill of like desteney. 
Shall yield Umselfe his liegeman, and sweare fealty : 

XXXVIII. 
^^ Him shall he make his fatall instnimetit 
T' afflict the other Saxons unsubdewd : 
He marching forth with fiiry insolent 
Against the good king Oswald, who indewd 
With heavenly powre, and by angels teskewd, 
All holding crosses in their hands on bye, 
Shall him defeate withouten blood imbrewd : 
Of which that field for endlesse memory 
Shall Hevenfield be cald to all posterity. 

XXXIX. 

" Whereat Cadwallin wroth shall fortli issew, 
And an huge hoste into Northumber lead, 

1 JSghty called. 



XXXVIII. A. —King Oswald.^ In 634, Cadwallon was totally do- 
ftated hj Oswald, king of Beinicia, and slain in battle. 
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With which he godly Oswald shall subdew^ 
And crowae with martiredome his sacred head : 
Whose brother Oswifi, daunted with like dread. 
With price of silver shall his kingdome buy ; 
And Penda, seeking him adowne to tread, 
Shall tread adowne, and doe him fowly dye ; 
But shall with gifb his lord Cadwallin pacify. 

XL. 
^^ Then shall Cadwallin die; and then the raine 
Of Britons eke with him attonce shall dye ; 
Ne shall the good Cadwallader, widi pame 
Or powre, be hable it to remedy. 
When the full time, prefixt by destiny, 
Shall be expird of Britons regiment ^ : , 
For Heven itselfe shall their successe enirf. 
And them with jdagues and murrins pestilent 
Consume, dll all their warlike puissaunce be spent* 

XLI. 
'^ Yet after all these sonowes, and huge hflb 
Of dying people, dvtring eight yeares space, 
Cadwallader, not yielding to his Sis, 
From Armoricke, where long in wretched cace 
He liv'd, retouming to his native place, 
Shal be by viaon staide from his intent : 
For th' Heavens have decreed to displace 
The Britons for their sinnes dew punishment. 
And to the Saxons over-give^ thdr government. 

XLII. 
" Then woe, and woe, and everiasting woe. 
Be to the Briton babe that shal be borne 
To live in thraldome of his fathers foe ! 

^ Regimentf government. ' Over-gw^^ give over. 
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Late kiDgy wnr captive; l«te l<»d, now fodome^ ; 
The worlds repioch ; the eruell victois scorne ; 
Banisht fiom priocely bowre to wasteiiil wood ! 
O ! who shall helpe me to lament and moiune 
The royall seed^ the itfitique Trojan blood. 
Whose empire lenger ^ here then ever any stood ! " 

XLIIL 
The Damzell was full deepe empassbned 
Both for Us griefe, and fat her people^ sake. 
Whose futi]i» woes so plaine he fiisbioned; 
And, sigh'ing sore, at length, him thus bespake ; 
*< Ah ! but will Hevena fiiry never slaka. 
Nor vengeaunce huge rekut kseUe at last? 
Will not long misery late meicy make, 
But shall tbrir name for ever be deftste, 
And quit* bom. off the earth th^ memocy be raste' ? " 

XLIV. 
^^ Nay but the tenne/' sayd he, " is limited. 
That in this tfamldome Bikons shall abide; 
And the hut revolution measured ^ 
That they as stiaungers shal be notifide: - 
For twise fowre hundredi yeares shall be supplide, 
Ere they to Ibnner nde restcxr'd shal^ bee, 
And their imp6rtime^ &tes all satisfide: 
Yet, during this their most obscuiitee, [may see. 

Their beames shall ofte breake forth, that men th^n faire 

XLV. 
" For Rhodoricke, whose surname shal be Great, 
Shall of himselfo a brave ensample shew, 
That Saxon kings his friendship shall intreat ; 

^ Forlomef ruined. ' RasU, erased. 

* Ltngetf longer. * ImforUmty fnU of dooble. 
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And Howell Dha shall gpodif well indew 
The salva^ lEiinds with skill of iust and trow: 
Then Gfi%th Gonaii^ abo ^tmO. vtp^eam 
His dreaded head, and the: <rid sparkes nwiew 
Of native coragey that his foes shall Smim. 
Least backe againe the kingdonL be fiooi tfaott shflnlibtare. 

XLVI. 

'^ Ne shaM the Saxois advcis aU peaceaUjir 
Enioy the crowne^ which tihey &am Biikona wonoe 
Fiisc tB, and fs6& iid«d wkskedQy : 
For, ere two hundred yeares be fiill outronne, 
There shall m Ravefn^ hi bom limog. siome^ 
With his wide wings< upon tbtm &exedy %*, 
And hid his fikhioase eUolsens ^ a?enniiBie 
The fruitfiiH< {>lainea^aod} with fell ciMeky 
In their avenge tiead downe die vietois surquedry.^ 

XI^VIL 

" Tet shifi a TUrd both: these and thine subdew ; 

There shall a Iiioir from the searbord wood 

Of Neustria come Kiring, wid& a (new 

Of hungry whelpes, his battailous bold brood, 

Whose elawea were wmly dipifr in eiuddy ^ blood. 
. That from the Daniske Tynttits head shall rend 

Th' usurped crowne^ as if that he were wood,* 

And the spoile of the countrey conquered 
Emongst his young ones shall divide with bountyhed. 

' FaUhlease cMdtens, heathen brood. ' Surquedry, msolence. 
* Cruddy, curdled. * Woody mad. 



XLVI. 5. — A BcLven.'i This refers to the ia^vmeioii of the Danes 
XLYII. 2.— jfLum.] This is William of Normafidy. JVtasMi 
the ancient name of the north-west part of France. 
XLY n. %^The sea-hord toood.} The woods bordering on the tmu 

VOL, II. 20 
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XLvm. 

'^ Tho,^ when the terme is fiill accomplisUd, 
There shall a sparke of fire, which hath longwhile 
Bene in his ashes raked up and hid, 
Bee freshly kmcfled in the froitfiill De 
Of Mona, where it lurked in exile ; 
Which shaU breake forth, into bright burning flame. 
And reach into the house that beares the stile 
Of royall maiesty and soveraine name : 
So shall the Briton blood thdr crowne againe redame. 

XLIX. 
^^ Thenceforth etemall union shall be made 
Betweene the nations di^rent afore, 
And sacred Peace shall lovingly persuade 
The warlike minds to leame her^goodly ktte^ 
And civile armes to exercise no more : 
Then shall a Royall Virgin raine, which shall 
Stretch her white rod over the Belgicke shore. 
And the great Castle smite so sore withall, 
That it shall make him shake, and shortly learn to 'foil : 

L. 
" But yet the end b not " — There Medin stayd. 
As overcomen of the spirites powre. 
Or other ghastly spectacle dismayd, 

1 ThOf then. 



XLVIII. 2.— 2%«r« shaUy &c.] Llewellyn, the last of the native 
Welsh princes, made an unsuccessful resistance to Edward 1., and 
was defeated and killed. Edward soon after created his own in&nt 
■on Prince of Wales. 

XLIX. 6.—^ BatfoU Virgin.^ This is Queen Elizabeth, who as- 
sisted the Belgian proTinces, and defeated the Armada. 
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That secredy he saw, yet note ^ discoure^ : i 

Which suddein fitt and halfe extatick stoure ^ J 

When the two fearefull wemeQ saw, they grew 

Greatly confused in behaveoure : 

At last, the fiuy past, to fonner hew 
Hee turod againe> and chearfiill lod&s aa earst ^ did shew* 

U. 

Then, when themselves they well instructed had 

Of all that needed them to be inquird. 

They both, conceiving hope of comfort glad, 

With lighter hearts mito their home retird ; 

Where they in secret counsell close conspird, 

How to effect so hard an enterprize. 

And to pqssesse * the purpose they desird : 

Now this, now that, twixt them they did devize, 
And diverse plots did frame to maske in strange disguise. 

LU. 
At last the nourse in her fool-hardy wit 
Conceived a bold devise, and thus bespake ; 
" Daughter, I deeme that counsel aye most fit. 
That of the time doth dew advauntage take : 
Te see that good king Uther now doth make 
Strong warre upon the Paynim brethren, bight ® 
Octa and Oza, whome hee lately brake 
Beside Cayr Verolame in victorious fight, ' 

That now all Britany doth bume in armes bright. 



' JVote, conld not. ^ £ar^, before. 

' Diseouref discover. * Possesses accomplish. 

' Stoure, paroxysm. > ' Hight, called. 



LII. 5. — King Uther.'] He, it will be remembered, was the father 
of Prince Arthur. See ante, stanza XXVII. 
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LHI. 

<^ That thefttee nought our pasisage maj empeadi/ 

Let us la fisigoed annes ouiselves disguize, 

And our weake hands (Nioed makes good schoUeis) 

teach 
The dbeadiiil speare and shield to exercize: 
Ne certes,^ daughter, that same warlike wize, 
I weene, would you misseeme ; for ye beene tall 
And large of limbe t' atchieire an hard emprize ; 
Ne ought ye want but skil, which practize small 

Win bring, and shordy make you a Mayd mardall. 

LIV. 
^' And, sooth,^ it ought your corage much inflame 
To heare so often, in that royaU hous. 
From whence to none inferior ye came^ 
Bsurb tell of many wemen valorous. 
Which have full many feats adventurous 
Performd, in paragcme ^ of proudest men : 
The bold Bunduca, whose victorious 
Eixployts made Rome to quake ; stout Guendolen ; 

Renowmed Martia ; and redoubted Elmmilen ; 

LV. 

" And, that which more then all the rest may sway. 
Late dayes ensample, which these eies beheld : 
In the last fidd before Menevia, 
Which Uther with those forrein Pagans held. 



^ Empeaehf {(BmpetktTf Fr.,) prevent. * CerUs^ certainly. 

* Soatk^ truly. « Paragons, rivalry. 



LIY. 7. — BM BwndMca.l Or Boadicea, of whom see book II. 
oucto X. Btaina. LIV. QumuAolmi is mentioned in the same canto, 
stanza XVIl., and Martia in stanza XLII. 



c m. rum vakmb %usbke. 

I saw a Saxon vizigpn, tbe.which Mi 
Great Ulfia thnse upon the bloodjr playne ; 
Andy had not Carados her band withheld 
From mak revenge, sdie had him surely ahtyne ; 

Tet Carados himselfe fion her escapt with payne.*' 

LVI. 
'<Ah! read/" <p]0thBr]toma]t^''howisshefa%ht*?" 
" Fayre Aiigeb," qaotb she, ^ men do her call, 
No whit ksse &yre iixeia ^ terriUe in fi^t : 
She hath the leading of' a mattiall 
And oiightie~<peopl^ dreaded more then^ all 
The other Saxons, which doe, tot her soke 
And love, themselves of her name Jbigles caU. 
Therefore, iidre In&nt, her ensample mako 

Unto thyselfe, and equall corage to thee take.** 

Lvn. 
Her harty ^ wonles so deepe into the mynd 
Of the young Damz^ sunke, that great desire 
Of warlike arraes in her ferthwith they t3md,' 
And generous stout courage did inspyie. 
That she resolved, unweeting ^ to. her syie^ 
Advent'rous knighthood on herseUe to don "^ ; 
And counseld with her noiiise her maides attyre 

^ Readj explain. * Tt/nd, kindted.. 

* Highly called. * thiwtelxng, unknown. 

* 7%«»,-tliaa. V JPiM, d» on, pat 0^ 
^ Zforty, ke«rt]f, soaloiu. 



LV. 5. — A Saxon virgin,'] " This Sucon virgin is, I believe, entbrdj 
of Spenmr'o own fet^tiSmg." -^Vmrtt, 

LVI. 7. •— .Aii^iiM.} The jfn^latf were a Qeaam tribe wfeo^aiifed the 
SazoB» in enbjngatiilg Britain. Spenser'* derivMion of the name 
reminds us of that he gives of Germany, in book 11. canto X. stania 

20* 
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To tume into a massy habeargeon ^ 
And bad her all things put in readiness anon. 

LVIII. 
Th' old woman nought that needed did omit ; 
But all thinges did conveniently punray. 
It fortuned (so time their tume did fitt) 
A band of Britons, rydmg on forray 
Few dayes before, had gotten a great pray 
Of Saxon goods ; emcmgst the wUch was seene 
A goodly armour, and full rich aray, 
Which long'd ^ to Angela, the Saxon queene. 
All fretted^ jxmnd with gold and goodly wel beseene. 

LIX. 
The same, with all the other ornaments, 
King Ryence caused to be hanged by 
In his chiefe church, for endlesse moniments 
Of his sucoesse and g^adfiill victory : 
Of which herselfe avizing ^ readily. 
In th' evening late old Glauce thether led 
Faire Britomart, and, that same armory 
Downe taking, her therein appareled 
Well as she might, and with brave bauldrick^ garnished. 

LX. 
Beside those armes there stood a migbtie speare, 
YHiich Bladud made by magick art of yore. 
And usd the same in batteill aye to beare ; 
Sith ^ which it had beene here preserved in stoi^, 

^ Hahergeony sleeveless coat of mail ; diminutiye of haiuberk. 
* Long'd^ belonged. > Fretted^ wrought with fret-work. 

^ SvisiMgy bethinking. > Bavldricky belt. ' Sithf since. 



LX. 3.— BldMbMl.] Of Bladnd, see book II. canto X. stanza XXV. 
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For bis great virtues proved long afore : 
For never wight so fast in sell ^ could sit, 
But him perforce unto the ground it bore : 
Both speare she tooke and shield which hong by it ; 
Both speare and shield of great powre, for her purpose fit. 

LXI. 
Thus when she had the Virgin all arayd, 
Another hamesse which did hang thereby 
About herselfe she dight,^ that the yong Mayd 
She might in equall amies accompany, 
And as her Squyre attend her carefully : 
Tho' to their ready steedes they clombe full light ; 
And through back waies, that none might them espy. 
Covered with secret cloud of silent night, 
Themselves they forth convaid, and passed forward right. 

LXII. 

Ne rested they, till that to Faery Lond 
They came, as Merlin them directed late : 
Where, meeting with this Redcrosse Knight, she fond 
Of diverse thinges discourses to dilate,^ 
But most of Arthegall and his estate. 
At last their wayes so fell, that they mote part: 
Then each to other, well^ affectionate, 
Frendship professed with unfained hart : 
The Redcrosse Knight diverst^ ; but forth rode Britomart. 

> Sell, saddle. * JHUUe, enlarge upon. 

' Dight, put, dispoae. * WM, veij, like the French titn. 

* Tko, then, * Diversty diyerged, turned off. 
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CANTO IV. 



Bold MazineU of Britomart 
Is throwne on the Rich Strond : 

Faiie F)||pime]l of Arthur is 
Long followed, bat not fond. 

I. 

Whchs is the kntique glory now become. 
That whylome^ wont m wemen to appeare? 
Where be the brave atchievements doen by some ? 
Where be the batteilles, where the shfeld and speare, 
And all the conquests which them high did reare, 
That matter made for famous poets verse, 
And boastfiiU men so oft abasht to heare ? 
Beene &e^ all dead, and laide in doleiull herse ? 
Or doen they onely sleepe, and shall againe reverse * ? 

II. 
If they be dead, then woe is me therefore ; 
But if they sleepe, O let them soone awake! 
For all too long I biniie widi envy sore 
To beare llie watike featesr wMch Homere spake 
Of bold Penthesilee, which made a lake 
Of Gh:eekKrii blood so ofte m Trojan plaine ; 

^ Wht^ome, formerly. ' lUoene^ return. 



n. 5. — Bald PentJkenlM.] Penthesilea is not mentioned by Homer. 
She came to the assistance of Priam during the latter years of the 
T^an war. 
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But when I rea<fe> how stout Debora stnke 
Proud Siseni, and bow Camill' hath daine 
The huge Oisilochus, I swell wi^ greal disdaina. 

m. 
Yet these, and all that ds had puissaunce, 
Cannot with noble. Britcnnart compare, 
Aswell for glorie of great valiaunce, 
As for pure chasdtee and vertue rare. 
That all her goodly deedes doe well declare. 
Well worthie stock, from which the branches sprong 
That in late yeares so faire a blossome bare, 
As tbee, O Quewe, the matter of my song, 
Whose lignage ficHn this Lady I derive along I 

IV. 
Who when, through speacbes with the Redcrosse Knight, 
She learned had tb^ estate of Arthegall, 
And m each pdnt herselfe informd aright, 
A friendly league of love perpetuall 
She with him bound, and conge ^ tooke withall. 
Then he forth on his ioumey did proceede, 
To seeke adventures which mote him befall. 
And win him worship through his warlike deed. 
Which alwaies of his pames he made the chiefest meed. 

V. 
But Britomart kept aa her former course, 

' Congif farewell. 



U. 7. — Siont Debora stroke.'] This was done by Jael, and not 
Deborah. See Judges iv. 21. • 

n. 9. — Buge OrsiloekusJ] He was killed by Camilla, as mentioned 
in the £neid, book VI., 690. 

III. 8. — O QueeM.] Queen Elizabeth. 

IV. 9.— Which alwaies^ &c.] Which (that is, worship or renown) 
he always esteemed the principal reward of his pains or perils. 
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Ne ever dofie ^ her armes ; but all the way 
Grew pensive through that amorous discourse, 
By which the Redcrosse Knight did earst ^ display 
Her Lovers shape and chevalrous aray : 
A thousand thoughts she fashiond in her mind ; 
And in her feigning fiincie did pourtray 
Km, such as fittest she f6r love could find, 
Wise, warlike, p^sonable, courteous, and kind. 

VI. 
With such selfe-pleasing thoughts her wound she fedd, 
And thought so to beguile her grievous smart ; 
But so her smart was much more grievous bredd. 
And the deepe wound more deep engoh] her hart. 
That nought but death her dolour ^ mote depart.^ 
So forth she rode, witliout repose or rest, 
Searching all lands and each remotest part, 
FoUowbg the guydance of her blinded guest, 
TUl that to the sea-coast at length she her addrest.' 

VII. 
There she alighted fitMn her light-foot beast, 
And, sitting downe upon the rocky shore, 
Badd her old Squyre unlace her lofty creast : 
Tho,® having vewd awhile the surges bore 
That gainst the craggy cliits did loudly rore. 
And in their raging surquedry'' disdaynd 
That the fast earth affionted ^ them so sore. 
And their devouring covetize restraynd ; 
Thereat she sighed deepe, and after thus compla3md : 

^ Dofie, put off. * Jtddrestj directed her course. 

» Earstf before. • Tho, then. 

' DoUmTf grief. ^ Surquedryy insolence. 

^ Depart, remove. " Affronted, opposed. 



VI. 8. — Her blinded guest,"] Lore. 
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VIII. 

*^ Huge sea of sonow and tempestuous griefe, 
Wherein my feeble barke is tossed long 
Far from the hoped haven of reliefe. 
Why doe thy cruel billowes beat 30 strong, 
And thy moyst mountaines each on others throng, 
Threatning to swallow up my fearefuU lyfo.? 
O, doe thy craell wrath and spightfoll wrong 
At length allay, and stint ^ thy stormy strife, 
Which in these troubled bowels raignea and rageth ryfe ! 

IX; 

" For els my feeble vessel], crazd and crackt 
Through thy strong bufl^ts and outrageous blower, 
Cannot endure, but needes it must be wrackt 
On the rough jocks, or on the sandy shal16wes, 
The whiles that Love it steres, and Fortune rowes : 
Love, my lewd ^ pilott, hath a restlesse minde ; 
And Fortune, boteswaine, no assuraunce knowes ; 
But saile withouten starres gainst tyde and winded : 
How c^ they other doe, sith ^ both are bold and blinde ! 

X. 

'< Thou god of windes, that raignest in the seas, 
That radgnest also in the continent. 
At last blow up some gentle gale of ease. 
The which may bring my ship, ere it be rent, 
Unto the gladsome port of her intent ! 
Then, when r shall mysdfe in safety see, 
A table, for etemall moniment 

^ Stintf stop. ' Lewdj ignorant. ' SUh, since. 



X. 7. — A tahUf &c.] It was the custom among the Romans for any 
one who had escaped shipwreck to express his gratitade by hanging up, 
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Of thy great grace and my great ieopardee, 
Great Neptune, I etow to hallow unto thee I " 

XI. 

Then laghing softly aore, and inly deepe, 
She shut up aU her plaint in privy griefe ; 
(For her great courage would not let her weepe ;) 
Till that old Glauce gan^ with sharpe repiiefe ^ 
Her to restrained and give her good reliefe 
Through hope of those, which Meilin had her told 
Should of her name and naticm be chiefe, 
And fetch their being fiom the sacred mould 
Of her immoitall womb, to be in heven enrcdd. 

XII. 
Thus as she her recomfixted, she spyde 
Where far away oae^ all b armour blight, 
With hasty gallop towards her did ryde: 
Her dolour^ soone she ceast, and cm her dight^ 
Her helmet, to her courser mounting light : 
H» fisrmer sorrow into sudden wrath 
(Both coosen ^ passicHis of distroubled spiight) 
Converting, forth she boates the dusty path : 
Love and despight attonce her c<»rage kindled hath. 

XIII. 
As, when a foggy mist hath overcast 
The face of heven and the cleare ayre engroste,^ 
The world in darknes dweb ; till that at last 
The watry southwinde fixxn the seabord coste 



^ Rqrriefey reproof. * Dolour ^ grief. ' Dight, put. 
* Coosen^ kindred. ^ EngrosU, made thick. 

in the temple of Neptune, a tablet or {>ietiiie representing the cncnm- 
■tanees of hi« danger and escape. 
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Upblowing doth disperse die vapour lo'ste/ 
And poures iidselfe fotth in a stonny ^wre; 
So the fayre Britomart, having disclose ^ 
Her dowdy care into a wrathfull stowre,^ 
The mist c^ griefe dissolved dkl into vengeance powre. 

XIV. 

Eftsoones^^ her goodty shield addressing ^ fayre, 
That mortall speare she in her hand did take, 
And unto battaill did h^selfe prepayre. 
The Knight, approching, sternely her bespake ; 
" Sir Knight, that doest thy voyage rashly make 
By this fodrbidden way in my despight, 
Ne doest by othos death ensample take ; 
I read^ thee soone retyre^ whiles thou hast might, 
Least aft^iwards k be too late io take thy ffi^t." 

XV. 

Ythrild'^ with deepe disdaine of his proud threat, 
She shortly thus ; " Fly they, that need to fly ; 
Wordes fearen ^ babes : I meane not thee entreat 
To passe ; but maugre ^ thee will passe or dy : " 
Ne lenger^® stayd for th' other to reply. 
But with sharpe speare the rest made dearly knowne. 
Strongly the straunge Knight ran, and sturdily 
Strooke her foil on the brest, that made her downe 
Declme her head, and touch her crouper with her crown. 

^ Lo^sUy dissolved. ' Read, adyise. 

* DwcZofte, unclosed, let loose. ^ Ythrildy thrilled, pierced, moved. 
> StawrBj passion. ^ Fearen, frighten. 

* liftsootus, immediately. ' Maugre, in spite of. 
' Addressings adjusting. ^^ Lenger, longer. 



XIV. 6. — IJus forbidden way.'\ In the romances of chivalry, it is 
not nnfre^pient for a knight to 'station himself at some particuiar spot, 
and to compel every ome who passes to joust with him. 

VOL. u. 21 
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XVI. 

But she againe him in the shield did ^te 
With so fierce fiirie and great puissaunce, 
That, through his three-square scuchin^ percing quite 
And through his mayled hauberque,^ by mischaunce 
The wicked Steele through his left side did glaunce : 
Him so transfixed she before her bore 
Beyond his croupe, the length of all her launce ; 
Till, sadly soucing ^ on the sandy shore. 
He tombled on an heape, and wallowd m his gore. 

XVH. 
Like as the sacred oxe that carelesse stands 
With gilden homes and flowry girlonds crownd, 
Proud of his dying honor and deare bandes, 
Whiles th' altars fiime with frankincense aiownd, 
All suddeinly with mortall stroke astownd 
Doth groveling fall, and with his streaming gore 
Distaines the pillours and the holy grownd, 
And the faire flowres that decked him afore : 
So fell proud Marinell upon the Pretious Shore. 

XVIII. 
The martiall Mayd stayd not him to lament, 

But forward rode, and kept her ready way 
Along the Strond ; which, as she over-went, 
She saw bestrowed all with rich aray 
Of pearles and pretious stones of great assay,^ 
And all the gravell mixt with golden t)wre : 
Whereat she wondred much, but would not stay 
For gold, or perles, or pretious stones, an howre, 
But them despised all ; for^all was m her powre. 

' Scuckin, escutcheon on his shield. 

' Haiuberquey sleeveless coat of mail. ' Saucmg, falliog. 

^ Assay^ value. * For^ notwithstanding 
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XIX. 

"Whaes thus he lay in deadly stonishment, 
Tydings hereof came to his mothers eare ; 
Ks mother was the blacke-browd Cymoent, 
The daughter of great Nereus, which did beare 
This warlike sonne unto an earthly peare, 
The famous Dumarin ; who on a day 
Findmg the nymph asleepe m secret wbeare,^ 
As he by chaunce did wander that same way, 

Was taken with her love, and by her closely lay. 

XX. 
TTiere he thb Knight of her begot^ whom borne 
She, of his fether, Marinell did name ; 
And in a rocky cave as wight forlome 
Long time she fostred up, till he became 
A mighty man at armes, and mickle ^ fame 
Did get through great adventures by him donne : 
For never man he suflBred by that same 
Rich Sttond to travell^ whereas he did wonne,^ 

But that he must do battail with the Sea-nymphes sonne. 

XXI. 
An hundred Knights of honorable name 
He had subdew'd, and them his vassals made : 
That through all Faerie Lond his noble fame 
Now blazed was, and feare did all invade, 
That none durst passeri through that perilous glade : 
And, to advaunce his name and glory more, 

1 Wheare, retired place. • MiekUy much. » Wowne, dwell, 

XX. 2. — JtfaWn«K.] Upton conjectures that Lord Howard, the 
Lord High Admiral of England, is imaged under, the character of 
Marinell, and that there is, in stanza XXII., an alhision to the rich 
prizes taken by him from the Spaniards. 
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Her sea-god syre she dearely did perswade 
T' endow her sonne with threasure and rich store 
Bove all the sonnes that were of earthly wombes ybote.^ 

XXII. 

The god did graunt his daughters deare demaund. 
To doen his nephew^ m all riches flow : 
Efisoones^ his heaped waves he did commaund 
Out of their hollow bosome forth to throw 
All the huge threasure, which the sea below 
Had in his greedy gulfe devoured deepe, 
And him enriched through the overthrow 
And wreckes of many wretches, which did weepe 
And often wayle their wealth which he fixxn them ^d keepe. 

XXIII. 
Shortly upon that Shore there heaped was 
Exceeding riches and all pretious things. 
The spoyle of all the world ; that it did pas^ 
The wealth of th' East, and pcxnpe of Persian Ungs : 
Gold, amber, yvorie, perles, owches,* rings, 
Aiid all that els was pretious and deare, 
The sea unto him voluntary brings ; 
That shortly he a great Lord did appeare. 
As was in all the Lond of Faery, or elsewheare. 

XXIV. 
Thereto ^ he was a doughty dreaded Knight, 
Tryde often to the scath of many deare, 
That none m equall armes him matchen might : 
The which his mother seeing gan to feare 

* Ybore, bom. * PaSf surpaas. 

* J^epkaif, gnmdion. * (hoehea, jewels. 
' Ilftsoones, imiaediately. • 7%«reto, besidefl. 



XXIV. 2. — Tryde qften, Ac,} Often dearly tried to the wath or 
hurt of many. 
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Least his too faaughtie bardines ^ might reaie 
Some hard mishap in hazard of his life : 
Forthy* she oft him counseld to forbeare 
The bloody batt^, and to stirre up stiife, 
Bat after all his warre to rest his we^e knife : 

-XXV. 

And, for his more assuramice, she inquired 
One day of Proteus by his mighty spell 
(For Proteus was with prophecy inspired) 
Her deare sonnes destiny to her to tell, 
And the sad end of her sweet Marinell : 
Who, through foresight of his etemall skill, 
Bad her fix)m womankind to keepe him well ; 

- For of a woman he should have much ill ; 

A Vir^ straung^ and stout him should dismay • or kill. 

XXVI. 

Forthy ^ she gave him warning every day 
The love of women not to entertaine ; 
A lesson too, too hard for living clay. 
From love in course of nature to refiraine I 
Yet he his mothers lore did well retaine. 
And ever from fayre Ladies love did fly ; 
Yet many Ladies feyre did oft complame, 
That they for love of him would algates * dy : 
I)y, whoso list for him, he was Loves enimy. 

XXVII. 
But ah ! who can deceive his destiny, 
Or weene by warning to avoydhis fete? 
That, when he sleepes in most security 
And safest seemes, him soonest doth amate,* ^ 



* ffardinety feoldn««. ■ F&rtky, therefore. ' DiwmMf^ defeit 
« AlgaUSy at any rate. '^ JimaUj gabdoe. 

21 • 
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And findeth dew effect or soone or late ; 
So feeble is the powre of ^eshly arine ! 
His mother bad him wemens love to hate. 
For she of womans force did feare no haime ; 
So weenmg to have arm'd him, she did quite disaime. 

XXVIII. 
This was that woman, this that deadly wownd, 
That Proteus prophecide should him dismay ; 
The which his mother vainely did ^spownd 
To be hart-wownding love, which should assay 
To bring her sonne unto his last decay. 
So tickle ^ be the termes of mortall state 
And full of subtile sophismes, which doe play 
With double sences, and with false debate, 
T' approve the unknowen purpose of etemall fiite« 

XXIX. 

Too trew the famous Marinell it fownd ; 
Who, through late triall, on that Wealthy Strond 
Inglorious now lies in sencelesse swownd. 
Through heavy stroke of Britomartis bond. 
Which when his mother deare did understond, 
And heavy ddings heard, whereas she playd 
Amon^ her watry sisters by a pond, 
Gathering sweete dafiadilly^s, to have made 
Gay girlonds from the sun their forheads fkyr to shade ; 

XXX. 

Eitsoones ^ both flowres and girlonds far away 
She flong, and her faire deawy lockes yrent ; 
To sorrow huge she tumd her former play, 

^ Tii^cUf uncertaui. ' EftsoaneSj immediately. 



XXVUI,S,-^ False debate,] Coatest or imcertainty between two 
meanings. 
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And gamesmn merth to grievous dreriment^ : 
Shee threw herselfe downe on the continent,^ 
Ne word did speake, but lay as in a swowne. 
Whiles all her sisters did for her lament 
With yelling outcries, and with shrieking sowne ; 
Knd every one did teare her girlond fiom her crowne. 

XXXI. 

Soone as she up out of her deadly fitt 
Arose, she bad her charett to be brought ; 
And all her sisters, that with her <Sd sitt, 
Bad eke attonce their charetts to be sought : 
Tho,^ full of bitter griefe and pensive thought, 
She to her wagon clombe ; clombe all the rest, 
And forth together went, with sorow firaugbt : 
The waves obedient to theyre beheast 
rhem yielded ready passage, and their rage surceast.^ 

XXXII. 
Great Neptune stoode amazed at their sight. 
Whiles on his broad rownd backe they softly slid. 
And eke himselfe moumd at their mournful plight, 
Yet wist not what their wailing ment, yet did. 
For great compassion of their sorow, bid 
His mighty waters to them buxome * bee : 
Eflesoones ® the roaring billowes still abid,'' 
And all the griesly monsters of the see 
Stood gaping at their gate,® and wondred them to see. 

XXXIII. 
A teme of dolphins raunged in aray 
Drew the smooth charett of sad C jhnoent ; 
They were all taught by Triton to obay 

* Drenmenty sorrow. • Buxomey yielding. 

' Continent, ground. * Eftesoonesy immediately. 

* T%o, then. "* Ahid, abode, or remained. 

« ^Mrc0W<, entirely ceased. * ChKi, prooeflSMQ, or paiiaf0. 
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To the long raynes at her eommaundeoirait: 
As swifte as swallowes on the waves they went, 
That th^ biode flaggy ^ finnes np feme did reare, 
Ne bubling rowndell^ they behinde them sent; 
The ce^t, of other fishes drawea weare, 
Which with their &my oajfs the swelling sea did sJbe^iDer* 

XXXIV. 

Soone as they bene arriv'd upon the brim 

Of the Rich Strond, their charets they forl<»re,^ 

And let their temed ^ fishes softly swiin 

Along the margent of the ibmy shore, 

Least they their finnes should bruze, and suibate® 

sore 
Their tender feete upon the stony grownd : 
And comming to the place^ where all in g(Mre 
And ci;u4dy'' blood enwallowed they fownd 
The lucklesse M arinell lying in deadly swownd, 

XXXV. 

His mother swowned thrise, and tjie third time 
Could scarce recovered bee out of her paine ; 
Had she qot beene devoide of mortal! slime,^ 
She should not then have bene rely v'd ^ againe : 
But, soone as life recovered had the raine, 
Shee made so piteous mone and deare wayment/® 
That the hard rocks could scarce £rom tears refiraine : 
And all her sister nymphes with one consent 
Supplide her sobbing breaches with sad complement. 

^ Flaggy J loose. * SkirbaU, batter. 

' RowndeUy bubbles, or clustera of foam. "* Cruddy, curdled, 

* Skeare, divide. ® Slime, clay. 

* Forlore, left. ^ Rdyv* d,hTOVight to hSs. 
^ Temedj yojsed in a team. ^^ Waymeat, lamei^tation. 



XXXV. 8. — .^fu2 all her sister nymphes^ &c.] Her sister nymphs 
fill up the intervalB of her soldiing ^ith their own lamentatioi;i9. 
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XXXVI. 

** Dears mage of myselfe," she sayd, " that is 
The wretched sonne of wretched mollier borne, 
Is this thine high advauncement ? O ! is this 
Th' immortall name, wkh which thee yet unbcnrne 
Thy grandsire Nereus piomist to adorae? 
Now lyest thou of life and honor refte ^ ; 
Now lyest thou a himpeof earth forlome ; 
Ne of thy late life memoiy is lefte ; 
Ne can thy irrevocable desteny bee wefte !' 

XXX vir. 

^' Fond'^ Proteus, father of false prof^ecis ! 

And they more fond ^ that credit to thee give ! 

Not this the worke of womans hand ywis,^ 

That so deepe wound through these deare members 

drive, 
I feared love ; but they that love doe live ; 
But dhey that dye, doe nether love nor hate : 
Nath'lesse to thee thy folly I forgive ; 
And to myselfe, and to accursed fate. 
The guilt I doe ascribe : deare wisedom bought too late 1 

xxxvni. 

^^ O ! what availes it of immortall seed 
To beene ybredd * and never borne to dye ? 
Farre better I it deeme to die with speed 
Then ® waste in woe and waylfiiU miserye : 
Who dyes, the utmost dolor ''^ doth abye ® ; 
But who that lives, is lefte to waile his losse : 
So life is losse, and death felicity : 

' R^fUj deprived. ' Weftey waived, or avoided. 

' Fondj foolish. * YtoiSy gaiely. 

* To beene ybredd^ to have been bred, or created. 

* JheHy than. ^ Dalor^ grief. ^ Mye^ abide, endues 
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Sad life worse than glad death ; and greater crosse 
To see frends grave, then dead the grave selfe to engrosse.^ 

XXXIX. 

" But if the heavens did his days envie, 
And my short blis maligne* ; yet mote they well 
Thus much affi>rd me, ere that he did die, 
That the dim eies of my deare M arinell 
I mote have closed, and him bed farewell, 
Sith ^ other c^ces for mother meet 

They would not graunt 

Yett ! maulgre * them, farewell, my sweetest Sweet ! 

Farewell, my sweetest sonne, sith ^ we no more shall meet ! " 

XL. 
Thus when they all had sorowed their fill, 
They softly gan to search his griesly wownd : 
And, that they might him handle more at will, 
They him disannd ; and, spredding on the grownd 
Their watchet ^ mantles iirindgd with silver rownd, 
They softly wipt away the gelly blood 
From th' orifice ; which having well upbownd. 
They pourd in soveraine balme and nectar good, 

Good both for erthly med'cine and for hiBvenly fixxl. 

XLl. 

Tho,^ when the lilly-handed liagore 
(This liagore whilome'' had learned skill 
In leaches craft, by great ApoUoes lore, 
Sith 3 her whilome "^ upon high Pmdus hill 



* Engrosse, occupy. * WaUhet, blue. 

* Maligne, grudge. • I%o, then. 

' SUh, since. ' WhUomt^ fonnerly. 
^ Maidgre, in spite of* 



XXXVIII. 8. — Arid gteaUr crosse^ &c.] < And 'tis a greater mi*- 
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He loved, and at last her wombe did fill 
With hevenly seed, whereof wise Paeon sprong,) 
Did feele his pulse, shee knew there stsued still 
Some litle life his feeble sprites emong ; 
Which to his mother told, despeyre she from her flong. 

XLII. 
Tho,^ up him taking in their tender hands, 
They easely unto her charett beare : 
Her teme at her commaundement quiet stands, 
Whiles they the corse into h«p wagon reare. 
And strowe with flowres the lamentable beare : 
Then all the rest into their coches dim. 
And through the brackish waves their passage sheare ^ ; 
Upon great Neptunes necke they softly swim. 
And to her watry chamber swiftly carry him. 

XLIII. 
Deepe in the bottome of the sea, her bowre ^ 
Is built of hollow billowes heaped hye. 
Like to thicke clouds that threat a stormy showre, 
And vauted ^ all within like to the skye, 
In which the gods doe dwell eternally : 
There they him laide in easy couch well dight * ; 
And sent in haste for Tryphon, to apply 
Salves to his wounds, and medicines of might : 
For Tryphon of sea-gods the soverabe leach is bight.® 

1 UiOf then. * Vauted, vaalted. 

• Sheare, cut. • J^g^t disposed. 

*^ Bowre, chamber, dwelling. ' Bight, called. 



fortune to see the grave of a friend, than, dead, to engross or occupy 
the grave itself.' 

XLIU. 9. — For Tryphon of sea-gods, &c.] Trjphon's medical 
diploma is of Spenser's own conferring. There is no <^ leech of the 
sea-gods " in classical mythology. 
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XLIV. 

The whiles the oympbes sitt all about him rownd, 
Lamenting hb mishap and heavy plight ; 
And oite his mother, vewing his wide wownd. 
Cursed the hand that did so deadly smight 
Her dearest sonne, her dearest harts delight : 
But none of all those curses overtooke 
The warlike M aide, th' ensample of that might ; 
But fa}rrely well she thry vd, and well did brooke ^ 
Her noble deedes, ne her right course for ought forsooke^ 

XLV. 
Tet did false Archimage her still pursew, 
To bring to passe his mischievous intent, 
Now that he had her singled from the crew 
Of courteous Knights, the Prince and Fary gent,' 
Whom late in chace of Beapty excellent 
Shee lefte, pursewing that same foster ^ strong ; 
Of whose fowle outrage they impatient, 
And fiill of firy zele, him followed long, 
To reskew her from shame, and to revenge her "wrong. 

XLVl. 
Through diick and thin, through mountains and through 
playns, 

^ Brooky bear. * Gent^ accompliBhed. ' Foster, forester. 



XLIV. 5. — Her dearest harts delight J] This portion of the narrative 
is resumed in the elevenUi canto of the fourth book. 

XLIV. 7. — Th' ensample of that might.^ Who had given this speci- 
men of her power. 

XLIV. a — WeUdid brooke 

Her noble deedes."] Found nothing to reproach herself 
with in her noble deeds. 

XLV. 4. — 7%e Prince and Fary gent.} Prince Arthur and Sir 
Quyon. The narrative is resumed from canto I. stanza XVIII. 
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Those two great Champions did d^toace puosevw 
The fearefiill Damzell with incessant payss y 
Who from them fled, as ligbt*fix)t haj:e jGcooi. revr 
Of hmitey swifte and seQt ^ of howndes trevr. 
At last they came unto a double way ; 
Where, doubtfull which la take^ her to< resk&w^ 
Themselves they did dispact,^ eac^ to assay 
Whether more happy were to win so? goody pray. - 

' XLVIi, 
But Timias, the Prisees gentle SqMyre,. 
That Ladies love unto; Us Lcnrd fcMrlent,^ 
And with proud envy and ladi^aot yre 
After that wicked foster ^ fiercely went : 
So beene they Three thijee sondry wayes yboit : 
But fayrest fortune to the Prince befeU ; 
Whose chaunce it was, that soone he did i»pent, 
To take that way in which that Damozell 
Was fledd afore, affiraid of him as feend of hdl. 

XLVm. 
At last of her lar off he gained vew : 
Then gan he freshly pricke his fomy ste^. 
And ever as he nigher to her drew, 
So eveimore he did increase his speed, 
And of each turning still kept wary heed: 

1 Sentj scent. ' Forlent, g9.Ye up. 

• Dispartf divide. * Foster j forester. 



XLVII. 5. — They T%ree.] That is, Prince Arthur and Sir Guyon, 
who were both- pursuing the lady, and Timias, who was in chase of the 
forester. 

XLVIi. 7. — Tkat soone he did repent.'] This is a parenthesis. It 
chanced to Prince Arthur to take the way the lady had gone, which, 
however, he had occasion to repent or regret, because (as will be seen 
directly) his hopes were raised only to be disappointed. 
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Alowd to her he oftentimes did call 
To doe away vaine doubt and needlesse dreed : 
Full myld to her he spake, and oft let fall 
Many meeke wordes to stay and comfort h^ withall. 

XLIX. 
But nothing might relent ^ her hasty flight ; 
So deepe the deadly feare of that foule swaine 
Was eaist^ impressed in her gentle spright: 
like as a fearefull dove, which through the raine ^ 
Of the wide ayre her way does cut amaine, 
Having farre off espyde a tassell gent, 
Which after her his nimble winges doth straine, 
Doubleth her hast for feare to bee for-hent,^ 
And with her pineons cleaves the liquid firmament. 

L. 
With no lesse hast, and eke with no liesse dreed, 
That fearefiiU Ladie fledd ficMn him that ment 
To her no evill thought nor evill deed ; 
Yet former feare of being fowly shent ^ 
Carried her forward with her first intent : 
And though, oft lookkig backward, well she vewde 
Herselfe fireed fix>m that foster ^ insolent. 
And that it was a Knight which now her sewde,^ 
Yet she no lesse the Knight feard then^ that Villein rude. 

^ Rdent, slacken. '^ Skentj outraged. 

• Earst, before. • Foster^ forester. 
' Raine, kingdom, realm. ^ Seiode, pursued. 

* Far-hentf taken before she ^ T%en, than. 

cin escape. 



XLIX. 6. — TiisseU gent.'] Or tassel gentle, as it is called in Ro- 
meo and Juliet, act II. scene II. — a kind of gosshawk, called ^ent2e, 
firom the ease with which it is tamed, and its attachment to man. 
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LI. 

His uncouth ^ shield and straunge aimes her dismayd. 
Whose like in Faeiy Lond w^re seldom seene ; 
That fast she fiom him fledd, no lesse afrayd 
Then ^ of wilde beastes if she had chased beene : 
Yet be her followd still with corage keene 
So long, that now the golden Hesperus 
Was mounted high in top of heaven sheene,^ 
And wamd his other Inrethren ioyeous 
To light their blessed lamps in loves etemall hous. 

LII. 
All suddeinly dim wox ^ the dampish ayre, 
And griesly shadowes covered heaven bright. 
That now with thousand starres was decked fiiyre : 
Which when the Prince beheld, a lothiiill ^ sight, 
And that perforce, for want of lenger ^ light. 
He mote '^ surceasse ® his suit and lose the hope 
Of his long 4abour ; he gan fowly wyte ® 
I£s wicked fortune that had tumd aslope, 
And cursed Night that reft fix>m him so goodly scope. 

LIII. 
Tho,^" wh^n her wayes he could no more descry. 
But to and fix) at disaventure strayd ; 
like as a ship, whose lodestar suddeinly 
Covered with clouds her pilott bath dismayd ; 

^ Uncovih, unknown, strange. ^ Lenger^ longer. 

' Then, than. ' Mote, must. 

3 Sheene, shining. ^ Surceasse, cease from. 

♦ Wox, waxed. • Wyte, reproach 

* Lothfidlf unpleasant. ^^ Tho, then. 



LI. 1. — His vncauth shield.] Prince Arthur's shield, it will be recol- 
lected, was covered with a veil. 
LII. 9. — So goodly scope.} 8o ftir an object. 
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His wearisome puisuit peifoice he stayd, 
Andfiom his loftie steed dismountmg low 
Did let him forage : downe himselfe he lajd 
Upon the grassy ground to sleepe a throw ^ ; 

The cold eairth was hjs couch, the hard Steele hid pill6w. 

LIV.^ 
But gentle Sleepe ei^vyde him any rest ; 
Instead thereof sad sorow and disdaine 
Of his hard hap did vex his noble brest, 
And thousand Fancies bett his ydle brayne 
With their light wings, the sights of semblants ^ vaine : 
Oft did he wish that Lady faire mote bee 
His Faeiy Queene, for whom he did complaine ; 
Or that his Faery Queene were such as shee : 

And ever hasty Night he blamed bitterlie : 

LV. 
'^ Night ! thou foule mother of annoyaunce sad, 
Sister of heavie Death, and nourse of Woe, 
Which wast begot in heaven, but for thy bad 
And brutish shape thrust downe to hell below, 
Where, by the grim floud of Cocytiis slow. 
Thy dwelling is in Herebus black hous, 
(Black Herebus, thy husband, is the foe 
Of all the gods,) where thou ongratious 
Halfe of thy dayes doest lead in horrour hideous ; 

LVI. 
" What had th' Etemall Maker need of thee 
The world in his contlnuall course to keepe. 
That doest all thinges deface, ne lettest see 
The beautie of his worke ? Indeed in sleepe 
The slouthiiill body that doth love to steepe 

^ Throw, a while. * Semblants^ phantoms. 



C. IT. THE rAEBIII QUEENS. iB57 

His lusdesse^ limbes, and diovvne his baser jaaodf 
Doth praise thee oft, and oft from Stygkm deepe 
Calles thee his goddesse, m his errour bG&d, 

And great dame Natures faandmaide eliearing every kind. 

LVir. 
^^ But well I wote ' that to an heavy hart 
Thou art the opote and ncmrse of bitter cares^ 
Breeder of new, renewer of old smarts : 
Instead of rest thou l^ulest rayling ^ teaves ; 
Instead of sleepe thou sendest troublous feares 
And dreadfull visions, in the which aUve 
The dreaiy image of sad Death appeaies : 
So from the wearie spirit thou doest drive 

Desired rest, and men of happinesse deprive. 

LVIII. 
'^ Under thy mantle black there hidden lye 
light-shonning Thefte, and traiterous Intent, 
Abhorred Bloodshed, and vile Felony, 
Shamefiill Decdipt, and Daunger immm«it| 
Fowle Horror, and eke hellish Dreriment^ : 
All these I wote^ in thy protection bee, 
And light doe shonne, for feue of bdng shent': 
For light ylike is lothM of them and thee : 
And all, that lewdnesses love, doe hate the light to see. 

LIX. 
'^ For day discovers all dishonest wayes, 
And sheweth each thing as it is in deed : 
The prayses of High God he faire displayes. 
And EBs large bounde rightly doth areed ^ ; 

^ LudUsse, listless. ' SkrnU, blamed| shamed. 

' WotSf know. * LewdnesM, eyil generally. 

' RayUngf rolling, flowing. ^ Areed, teach. 
* Dreriment, sorrow. 

22* 
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Dayes dearest children be the bless^ seed 
Which Darimesse shall subdue aad heaven wii) : 
Tnith is his daughter ; he her first did breed 
Most sacred Virgin without spot of sinne : 
Our life is day ; but death with darkne^ doth begin. 

LX. 
'^ O, when will Day then tume to me againe, 
And bring with him his long-expected light ! 
O Titan ! hast to reare thy ioyous waine ; 
Speed thee to spred abroad thy beames bright, 
And chace away this too long lingring Night ; 
Chace her away, &xn whence she came, to hell : 
She, she it is, that hath me done despight : 
There let her with the damned spirits dwell, 
And yield her rowme to Day, that can it goveme well." 

LXI. 

Thus did the Prince that wearie night outweare 
In restlesse anguish and unquiet paine ; 
And earely, ere the Morrow did upreare 
His deawy head out of the ocean maine. 
He up arose, as halfe in great disdaine, 
And clombe unto his steed : So forth he went 
With heavy looke and lunipbh ^ pace, that plaine 
In him bewrajd great grudge and maltalent ^ : 
His steed eke seemd t' apply his steps to his intent. 

^ Lumpishy slow. ' Maltalent, ill-will. 



LXI. 9. — Tapply his steps to Ms inUnt.l To accommodate his pace 
to his state of feeling. 
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CANTO V. 

Prince Arthur hears of Florimell : 
Three fosters > Timias wound ; 

Belphoebe findes him ahnost dead, 
And reareth out of swownd. 

I. 

Wonder it is to see in diverse mindes 
How diversly Love doth his pageaunts play. 
And shewes his powre in variable kmdes ^ : 
The baser wit, whose ydle thoughts alway 
Are wont to cleave unto the lowly clay, 
It stiireth up to sensuall desire, 
And in lewd slouth to wast his carelesse day ; 
But in brave sprite it kindles goodly fire. 
That to all high desert and honour doth aspire. 

il. 
Ne suffereth it uncomely Idlenesse 
In his fi^e thought to build her sluggish nest ; 
Ne sufifereth it thought of ungentlenesse 
Ever to creepe into his noble brest ; 
But to the highest and the worthiest 
Ldfieth it up that els would lowly tall . 
It lettes not fell, it lettes it not to rest ; 
n lettes not scaise this Prince to breath at all. 
But to his first poursuit him forward still doth call : 

^ Fosters, foresters. ' Variahle landeSf yarious modes. 



U.d.—ButtohisfirstpaursuiUtAie.] See book I. canto IX. stanza XY. 
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III. 

Who long time wandred through the forest wyde 
To finde some issue thence ; till that at last 
He met a Dwarfe that seemed terrifyde 
With some late perill which he hardly past, 
Or other accident which him aghast^ ; 
Of whom he asked, whence he lately came, 
And whether now he travelled so fast : 
For sore he swat, and, ronning through that same 
Thicke forest, wto bescracht, and both his feet nigh lame. 

IV. 

Panting for breath, and almost out of hart, 
The Dwarfe him answerd ; ^' Sir, ill mote I stay 
To tell the same : I lately did depart 
From Faery Court, where I have many a day 
Served a gentle Lady of great sway 
And high acccxnpt throughout all Elfin Land, 
Who lately left the same, and tooke this way: 
Her now I seeke ; and if ye understand 
Which way she fared hath, good Sir, tell out of hand.* " 

V. 

" What mister wight,^ " saide he, " and how arayd? " 

" Royally clad," quoth he, " m cloth of gold. 

As meetest maybeseeme a noble mayd; 

Her faire lockes in rich circlet be enrold, 

A fayrer wight did never sunne behold; 

And on a palfrey rydes more white then * snow, 

Tet she herselfe is whiter manifold ; 

' Aghast, terrified. ' MisUr toight, tort of person. 

' Out of hand, immediately. ^ Then, than. 



III. 3. — He mat a Dwtuft,'\ Who this dwarf was is told us in hook 
T. CMOto II. fltajuft III. 
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The surest signe^ whereby ye may her know, 
Is, that she is the fairest wight alive, I trow.'' 

VI. 

"Now certes, Swaine,** saide he, "such one, I weene. 
Fast flying through this forest fix>m her fo, 
A foule ill-favoured foster,^ J have seene; 
Herselfe, well as I might, I reskewd tho,^ 
But could not stay ^ ; so fast she did foregoe,^ 
Carried away with wings of speedy feare." 
"Ah! dearest God," qaoih he, "that is great woe. 
And wondrous ruth ^ to all that shall it heare : 
But can ye i^ead,^ Sir, how I may her finde, or where?'' 

VII. 
" Perdy me lever were to weeten that," 
Saide he, " then ransome of the richest Knight, 
Or all the good that ever yet I gat: 
But fioward fortune, and too forward*^ night, 
Such happinesse did, maulgre, to me spight. 
And 60 me reft both life and light attone.^ 
But, Dwarfo, aread ^ what is that Lady bright 
That through this forrest wandreth thus alone ; 
For of h^ enour straunge I have great ruth ^ and mone." 

* Foster, forester. • Read, inform. 

' Tho, then. ^ Toofortoard, coming on too ftst 

' Stay, stop, catch. ^ Mtane, at once. 

* Forego, go forwaid. ^ Aread, declare. 

* Ruth, pity. 



VII. 1. — Perdy me lever, &c.] ' Indeed I would prefer to know that, 
than to receive enough to ransom the richest knight.' 

VII. 5. — MavilLgrei\ Todd considers this an adverb of imprecation 
— " Curse on it." 

VII. 9. — For of her errour, &c.] * I am greatly concerned that she 
should wander in such a maimer.* — Errov/r is used in the sense of the. 
Latin word error, wandering. 
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vm. 

« That Ladie is," quoth he, " whereso she bee, 
The bouDtiest Virgin and most debonaiie^ 
That ever living eye, I weene, did see: 
lives none this day that may with her cc»npaie 
In stedfast chastitie and vertue raxe. 
The goodly ornaments of beauty bright; 
And is ycleped^ Florimell the feyre, 
Faire Florimell belov'd of many a Knight, 
Yet she loves noae but one, that Marinell is bight' ; 

IX. 
" A Sea-nymphes sonne, that Marinell is bight,' 
Of my deare Dame is loved dearely well ; 
In other none, but him, she sets delight ; 
All her delight is set on Marinell ; 
But he sets nought at all by Florimell : 
For Ladies love his mother long ygoe 
Did him, they say, forwame through sacred spell : 
But fame now flies, that of a forreine foe 
He is yslaine, which is the ground of all our woe. 

X. 

" Five daies there be since he (they say) was slaine, 
And fowre since Florimell the court forwent,^ 
And vowed never to retume againe 
Till him alive or dead she did invent.* 
Therefore, faire Sir, for love of knighthood gent® 

i 

1 DeboTiairef gracious. * Forwent, left. * 

' Ydeped, named. * hwenty find. 

' Higktj named. • Gentj accomplished. 



VIII. 8. — Faire Florimell.'] This name is compounded of two 
Latin words, signifying honey and floit>ers, and is expressive of the 
sweetness and sensitive delicacy of her character. 
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And honour of trew Ladies, if ye may 
By your good counsell, or bold hardiment,^ 
Or succour her, or me direct the way, 

Do one or other good, I you most humbly pray : 

XI. 
" So may ye gaine to you fall great renowme 
Of all good Ladies through the worlde so wide. 
And haply in her hart finde highest rowme^ 
Of whom ye seeke to be most magnifide ! 
At least etemall meede shall you abide." 
To whom the Prince ; " Dwarfe, comfort to thee take ; 
For, till thou tidings leame what her betide, 
I here avow thee never to forsake : 

El weares he amies, that nill ^ them use for Ladies sake.^ 

XII. 
So with the Dwarfe he back retoum'd againe, 
To seeke his Lady, where he mote her finde ; 
But by die way he greatly gan coraplaine 
The want of his good Squire late left behinde, 
For whom he wondrous pensive grew in minde. 
For doubt * of daunger which mote him betide ; 
For him he loved above all mankinde. 
Having him trew and &ithfall ever tride,^ 
And bold, as ever Squyre that waited by Knights side : 

XIII. 
Who all this while fall hardly was assayd • 
Of deadly daunger which to him betidd "^ : 
For, whiles his Lord pursewd that noble Mayd, 

^ Hardiment, courage. ^ JHde, experienced. 

' Rotomey place. * Assayd, assailed. 

' JViH, will not. ^ Betidd, happened. 
* Doubt, fear. 

XII. 4. — LbeU l^t helwn4e.1 See canto IV . stanza XLVII 
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After that foster ^ fbwle he fiercely ridd 
To bene avenged of the shame he did 
To that faire Damaell : Him be chaced long 
Through the thicke woods wherem he Would have Ud 
I£s shamefuU head from his avengement strong, 
And oft him threatned death (ot his outrageous wrong. 

XIV. 
Nathlesse the villdn sped himselfe so weO, 
Whether through swiflnesse c^ bis speedie beast. 
Or knowledge of those woods where he did dwell, 
That shordy he from daunger was releast, 
And out of sight escaped at the least ^ ; 
Tet not escaped from the dew reward 
Of his bad deedes, which daily he increast, 
Ne ceased not, till him oppressed hard 
The heavie plague that for such leachours is prepaid. 

XV. 
For, soone as he was vanisht out of sight, 
His coward courage gan emboldned bee, 
And cast ^ t' avenge him of that fowle despight 
Which he had borne of his bold enimee : 
Tho'* to his brethren came, (for they were three 
Ungratious children of one gracdesse syre,) 
And unto them complayned how that he 
Had used beene of that foole-hardie Squyre : 
So them with bitter words he stird to bloodie yre. 



> Foster^ forester. ' Caaty purposed. 

* At the least, at last. ^ Jho, then. 



XrV. 2. — Smftnesse of his speedie beast.] The poet does not recol- 
lect that he had hefore represented him as riding on an exhausted 
Bteed. See canto I. stanza XVII. 



O. T. THE FAKRIE <^UEENE. 98$ 

XVI. 

Forthwith tfaemselTes with tiieir sad instnuneots 
Of spoyle and murder they gan aime bylive/ 
And with him foorth inio the fonrest went 
To wreake the wrath, which he did earst^ revive 
In there steroe brests, on him which late did drive 
Their brother to reprodi and shamefiill flight : 
For they had vow'd that never he alive 
Out of that forest should escape thdr mi^t ; 

Vile rancour thdr rude harts had fild with such despight 

XVII. 
Widiin that wood there was a covert glade, 
Foreby ^ a narrow foord, to them well knowne, 
Through vrbkh k was uneath * for wi^t to wade ; 
And now by fortune it was overflowne : 
By that same way they knew that Squjrre unknowne 
Mote algates ^ passe ; forthy ^ themselves they set 
There in await with thocke woods overgiowne, 
And all the while th^ malice diey did whet 

With cruell threats Us passage dirou^ the foird to let^ 

XVIII. 
It fortuned, as diey devized had, 
The gentle Squyre came ryding that same way, 
Uoweeting^ of their wile and treason bad, 
And through die ford to passen did assay ; 
But that fierce foster,® which late fled away. 
Stoutly foorth stepping on the further shore. 
Him bddly bad his passage .there ta stay, 

1 B^ive^ irnxoediat^j. ' Forthy, therefore. 

* Esir^, juBt befbie. ^ Let, hinder. 

' Foreby, near to. * Unweeting, unknowing. 

^ Uneath, hardly possible. ' Foster, forester. 

* jUgaUB, «t all e¥ent8. 
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mi he had made amends, and fiiU restore ^ 
For all the damage which he had him doen afixre. 

XIX. 
With that, at him a quivering dait he threw 
With so fell force, and villeinous despite, 
That through his haberieon ' the forkehead flew, 
And through the lii&ed mayles empi^fced quite. 
But had no powre in his soft flesh to bite : 
That stroke the hardy Sqtnre did sore displease, 
But noore that him he could not come to smite ; 
For by no meanes the high banke he could sease,^ 
But laboured long in that deepe 6xd with yaine disease.^ 

XX. 

And sdll the foster^ with his long bore-speare 
Him kept fiom landing at his wished will : 
*Anone one sent out of the thicket neare 
A cruell shaft headed with deadly ill, 
And feth^red with an unlucky quill ; 
The wicked stede stayd not till it did light 
In his left thigh, and deepely did it thriU ^ ; 
Exceeding griefe that wound in him empight,'' 
But more that with his foes he could not come to fighc 

xxi. 

At least, dirough wrath and vengeaunce, making way 
He on the bancke any vd with mickle ^ payne ; 
Where the third brother him did sore assay, 
And drove at him with all his might and mayne 
A forest-bill, which both his hands did strayne ; 

^ Restore, restitutioxi. * Foster, forester. 

* fiofterteon, coat of mail. < TTlriU, pierce. 

' Sease, reach. ^ Empighly excited. 

^ Disease, nneasinem. ' Mickle, mach. 



XXI. 5. — A Jbrest-biU.'] A biU is a kind of hatchet or axe, with a 
liockadpoiiLt 
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But waiily he did avoide the blow, 
And with his speare pequited him agayne, 
That both his sides were thrilled^ with the throw,' 
And a large streame of bloud aat-of the wound did flow. 

XXII. 
He, tombling downe, with gnashing teeth did bite 
The bitter earth, and' bad to lett him in 
Into the balefiill house of endlesse night. 
Where wicked ghosts doe waile their former sin. 
Tho ^ gan the battaile freshly to begin ; 
For nathemore ^ for that spectacle bad 
Did th' other two their cruell vengeaunce blin,^ 
But both attonoe on both, sides him bestad,^ 
And load upon him layd, his life for ta have had* 

XXIII. 

Tho ^ when that villayn he aviz'd,'' which late 
Affiighted had the fairest Florimell, 
Full of fiers iiiry and bdignant hate 
To him he turned, and with rigor foil 
Smote him so rudely on the panliikell,® 
That to the chin he clefte his head in twaine : 
Downe on the ground his carkas groveling fell ; 
His sinfuli sowle with desperate disdaine 
Out of her fleshly ferme ^ fled to the place of paine. 

xxnr. 
That seeing, now the cmly last of three 

1 IkriUed^ pierced. * Bestad, beset 

• Throw, thrust. ^ Amt'd, perceiyed. 

> T%o, then. ' PanmkeU, (pameuUif Lat.,) crest 

^ Jfatkemore, none the xnore. * Ferme, lodging. 

* SUn, cease. 



XXII. 9. — Amd load, dsc.] Laid a load or weight of blows upon 
him in order to take his life. 
XXIY. l.^Tkat seeing, &c.] * He who was now the only one of 
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Who with that wicked sh&fte him wounded had, 
Tremhlmg with honor, (as that did foresee 
The fearefull end of his aveng^nent sad, 
Through which he follow should his brethren bad,) 
His bootelesse bow in feeble hand upcaught, 
And therewith shott an arrow at the Lad ^ ; 
Which fiiyntly fluttnng scarce his hebnet raught,* 
And glauncmg fel to ground, but him annoyed naught. 

XXV. 
With that, he would haye fled into the wood ; 
But Timias him lightly overhent,^ 
Right as he entring was into the flood, 
And strooke at him with force so violent, 
That headlesse him mto the foord he sent ; 
The carcas with die streame was carried downe, 
But th^ head fell backeward on the continent^ ; 
So mischief fel upon the meaners crowne : [nowne: 

They dnree be dead with shame ; the Squire lives with re- 

XXVI. 
He lives, but takes small ioy of his renowne ; 
For of that cruell wound he bled so sore, 
That fixim his steed he fell in deadly swowne ; 
Tet still the blood forth gusht in so great store. 
That he lay wallowd all m his owne gore. 
Now God thee keepe ! thou gentlest Squire alive, 
Eb shall thy loving Lord thee see no more ; 

1 LadjjovLih. * OverAent, overtook. 

' Ravgkty reached. ^ CowUnenty^ dry land. 



the three left, and who had before wounded hJLm with an anow, trem- 
bling with horror/ &c. 

XXV. 8. — The meaners eroieneJ] This may signify either the head 
«f him who was mean or base, or the head of him who meant the mis- 
chief. 
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But both of comfort him thou idialt depriye. 
And eke thys^e of honor which thou didst atohire. 

xxvn. 

Providence hevenly passeth living thought, 
And doth for wretched mass reliefe make way ; 
For loe ! great grace or £»rtune thether brought 
Comfort to him that comfortlesse now lay. 
ia those same woods ye weU remember may 
How that a noble hunteresse did wonne,^ 
Shee, that base Braggadochio did afSray,^ 
And made him fast out of the forest ronne ; 
Belphoebe was her name, as iaire as Phoebus sunne* 

XXVIII.^ 
Shee on a day, as shee pursewd the chace 
Of some wUde beast, which with her anowes keene 
She wounded had, the same along did trace 
By tract of blood, which she had freshly seone 
To have besprinclded all the grassy greene ; 
By the great persue which she there pei^ceav'di 
Well hoped shee the beast engor'd-^ had beene, 
And made more haste the life to have baDeav'd : 
But ah ! her expectation gready was deceaVd. 

XXIX. 

Shordy she came whereas that woefull Squire 
With blood deformed lay in deadly swownd ; 
In whose &ire eyes, like lamps of quenched fire, 
The christaQ humor stood congealed rownd ; 

1 Waim^f dwell. * A/ray^ teirify. ' Engar'd^ wounded. 



XXVII. 5 Ye loeU rMMm&er may.] See book II. eanto IIL stania 

XXI., Ac. 

XXVIII. 6. — Pdrsiu.'] Church says that this word meanji pursmt; 
but it wenoB rather to signify the flow of blood* 

23* 
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His locks, like &ded leaves fallen to grownd, 
Knotted with blood in bounches rudely ran ; 
And his sweete lips, on which before that stownd ^ 
The bud of youth to blossome &ire began, 
Spoild of their rosy red, 7^^^ woxen^ pale and wan. 

XXX. 

Saw never living eie more heavy »ght, 
That could have made a rocke of stone to rew,^ 
Or rive in twaine : which when that Lady bright, 
Besides all hope, with melting eies did vew. 
All suddeinly abasht shee chaunged hew, 
And with steme horror backward gan to start : 
But, when shee better him beheld, shee grew 
Full of soft passion and unwonted smart : 
The point of pitty perced through h^ tender hart. 

' XXXI. 

Meekely shee bowed downe, to weete ^ if life 
Yett in his bosea members did remaine ; 
And, feeling by his pulses beating rife ^ 
That the weake sowle her seat did yett retaine, 
Shee cast to c(»nfort him with busy paine ^ : 
His double-folded necke she reard upright, 
And rubd his temples and each trembling vame ; 
His mayled haberieon "^ she did undight,^ 
And fiom his head his heavy burganet ^ did light.^® 

XXXII. 
Into the woods thenceforth in haste shee went, 

^ Stotondf misfortune. * PamSf eagerness, anxiety. 

' Woxeoj w&zed, or become. ' Haberieon^ coat of mail. 

• Rew, pity. * Undight, remove. 

• Weete, know. * Burganet, helmet 

• Rtfe, frequent. » Light, take off. 



XXX. 4. — Besides aU hope.] Having no hope that he was alive. 
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To seeke fcft hearbes that mote him remedy ; 
For shee of herbes had great int^idiment,^ 
Taught of the nymphe which fiiom her in&ncy 
Her nourced had in trew nobility : 
There, whether yt divine tobacco were, 
Or panachsea, or polygeny, 
She fownd, and brought it taher patient deare, 
Who al this while lay bleding out his hart-blood neare. 

XXXIII. 
The soveraine weede betwixt two marbles plaii^^ 
Shee pownded small, and did in peeces bruze ; 
And then atweene her lilly handes twaine 
Into his wound the juice thereof did scruze ^ ; 
And round about, as she could wdl it uze, 
The flesh therewith she suppled ^ and did steepe, 
T' abate all spasme and soke the swelling bruze ; 
And, after having searcht the mtuse ^ deepe. 
She with her scarf did bind the wound, fiom cold to keepe. 

XXXIV. 
By this he had sweet life recur'd* agayne, 
And, groning mly deepe, at last his eies, 
EQs watry eies drizling like deawy rayne. 
He up gan lifte toward the azure skies, 
From whence descend all hopdesse "^ remedies : 

1 hUendzmenty knowledge. ^ Iwtuse^ contusion. 

■ Plaine, smooth. • Recur'd, recovered. 

' Seruze, squeeze. ^ Hopdtsse^ unexpeoted. 
^ Suppled^ made supple, moistened. 



XXII. 6. — Dimne tobacco.'] Waiton conjectures that this honorable 
mention of tobacco was intended as a compliment to Sir Walter Ra- 
leigh, bj whom it had shortly before been introduced into England. 

XXXIII. 5. — j35 she covld wett U uze.] As she well knew how 
to do. 
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Therewith he sagh'd ; and, tuntmg him aside, 
The goodly Maide fiill of diyinides 
And gifts of hearenly grace he by him spide. 
Her bow and gilden quiver lying him beside. 

XXXV. 

'^ Mercy ! deaie Lord," said he, ^^ what grace is this 
That thou hast shewed to me sm&jSl wight. 
To send thine AngeQ 6am her bowre of blis 
To comfort me in my distressed plight ! 
Angell, or goddesse, doe I call thee right? 
What service may I doe unto thee meete, 
That hast fiom darkenes me retumd to light, 
And with thy hev^ly salves and med'cines sweete 
Hast drest my sinfull wounds ! I kiss^ thy blessed feete.'' 

XXXVI. 

Thereat she blushing said ; ^^ Ah ! g^ide Squire, 
Nor goddesse I, nor angell ; but the mayd 
And daughter of a woody nymphe, desire 
No service but thy safety and ayd ; 
Which if thou gaine, I shal be well apayd.^ 
W-ee mortall wights, whose lives and fortunes bee 
To ccHnmun accidents stil open layd, 
Are bownd with cofnmim bond of firailtee, 
To succor wretched wights whom we captived see," 

XXXVII. 

By this her damzells, which the former chace 

Had undertaken after her, any v'd, 

As did Belphoebe, in the bloody place. 

And thereby deemd the beast had bene deprived 

Of life, whom late their Ladies arow ryr'd* : 

Fortby^ the bloody tract they followd fast, 

» Apayd, repaid- • Ryv*df pierced. » Fartky, therefore. 



C. y. THE FAEBIE QUEENS. 973 

And every one to ronne the swiftest strjrv'd ; 
But two of them the rest far overpast, 
And where their Lady was arrived at the last. 

XXXVlll. 
Where when they saw that goodly Boy ^ with blood 
Defowled, and their Lady dresse his wownd, 
They wondred much ; and shordy understood 
How him in deadly cace their Lady fbwnd, 
And reskewed out of the heavy stownd.® 
Eftsoones ^ his warlike courser, which was strayd 
Farre in the woodes whiles that he lay in swownd, 
She made those damzels search ; which bemg stayd, 
They did him set thereon, and forth with them convayd. 

XXXIX. 

Into that forest farre they thence him led 
Where was their dwelling ; in a pleasant glade 
With raountaines rownd about environed 
And mightie woodes, which did the valley shade, 
And like a stately theatre it made 
Spreading itselfe into a spa^ous plaine ; 
And m the midst a little river plaide 
Emc^gst the pumy* stones, which seemd to plaine** 
With gentle murmure that his course they did restraine.- 

XL, 
Beside the same a dainty place there lay, 
Planted with mirtle trees and laurells greene, 
In which the birds song many a lovely lay 
Of Gods high praise, and of their sweet loves teene,® 
As it an earthly paradize had beene : 

* Boiff youth. * Pvmy, poroiu. 

' Sunmd, affliction. * Plaine, complain. 

* Eftsoones, ixnmediatelj. * Teen/t, pun. 
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In whose enclosed shadow there was pight^ 
A faire pavilion, scarcely to be seene, 
The which was al within most richly dight,^ 
That greatest princes living it mote well delight 

XLI. 
Thether they brought that wounded Squyre, and layd 
In easie couch his feeble limbes to rest. , 
He rested him awhile ; and then the mayd 
His readie wound with better salves new drest : 
Daily she dressed him, and did the best, 
His grievous hurt to guarish,^ that she might ; 
That shortly she his dolour ^ hath redrest, 
And his foule sore reduced to faire plight : 
It she reduced, but himselfe destroyed quight. 

XLII. 

foolish physick, and unfiuitiuU paine,*'' 
That heales up one, and makes another wound 1 
She his hurt thigh to him recurd ® againe. 

But hurt his hart, the which before was sound, 
Through an unwary dart which did rebownd 
From her faire eyes and gratious countenaunce. 
What bootes it him from death to be unbownd. 
To be captived in endlesse duraunce "^ 
Of sorrow and despeyre without aleggeaunce ® ! 

XLIII. 
Still as his wound did gather, and grow hole,® 
So still his hart woxe ^® sore, and health decayd ; 
Madnesse to save a part, and lose the whole ! 

1 Fighty placed. • Recurd, restored. 

• Dight, ornamented. ^ Durmtncey bondage. 

» Chiarish, (jgueriry Fr.,) heal. • AUeggeauncey alleviatioii 

* DoUmr, pain. • Hale, sonnd. 
» Ptune, labor. » Woxe, waxed. 
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Still whenas he beheld the heavenly Mayd, 
Whiles daily playsters to his wownd she layd, 
So still his malady the more increast, 
The whiles her matchlesse beautie him dismayd.^ 
Ah God ! what oth^ could he do at least, 
But love so fayre a Lady that his life releasr! 

XLIV. 
Long while he strove m his corageous biest 
With reascm dew the passion to subdew, 
And love for to dislodge out of his nest : 
Still when her excellencies he did vew, 
Her sov^raine bountie ^ and celestiaU hew. 
The same to love he strongly was constraynd : 
But, when his meane estate he did revew, 
He from such hardy boldnesse was restraynd, 
And of his lucklesse lott and cruell love thus playnd : 

XLV. 
^^ Unthankfull wretch/^ said he, ^'is this the meed| 
With which her soverain mercy thou doest quight ' ? 
Thy life she ^ved by her gratious deed ; 
But thou doest weene with villeinous despight 
To blott her honour and her Jieavenly light ;^ 
Dye ; rather dye then ^ so disloyally 
Deeme of her high desert, or seeme so light : 
Fayre death it is, to shonne more shame, to dy : 
Dye ; rather dye then * ever love disloyally. 

XLVI. 
" But if, to love, disloyal^ it bee, 

^ Diamayd, subdued. " ^^^) requite. 

* BauntUf goodneie. ^ T^en, than. 



XLV. 8.— Fayre dsath, dec.] Fair death it is to die in order to 
avoid a greater dii^graoe. 
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Shall I tben hate her that from deathes dore 
Me brought ? ah ! faire be such repfoch fro mee ! 
What can I lesse doe then ^ her love therefivre, 
Sith^ I her dew reward cannot restc»e ? 
Dye ; rather dye, and dying doe her serve ; 
Dying her serve, and living her adcnre ; 
Thy life she gave, thy life she doth deserve : 
Dye ; rather dye then ^ ever from her service swerve. 

XLVII. 
" But, foolish boy, what bootes thy service bace 
To b^, to whom the hevens doe serve and sew ^? 
Thou, a meane Squyre of meeke and lowly place ; 
She, hevenly borne and of celestiall hew. 
How then ? of aU Love taketh equall vew : 
And doth not Kghest God vouchsafe to take 
The love and service of the basest crew? 
If she will not, dye meekly for her sake : 
Dye; rather dye then^, ever so faire love fixsakef 

XLVIII. 

Thus warreid he long time against his will ; 
Till that through weaknesse he was fixst at last 
To yield himselfe unto the mighde 31, 
Which, as a victouY proud, gaa ransack fiist 
His inward partes, and all his entrayles wast, 
That neidier blood in face nor life in hart 
It left, but both did quite dzye up and blast ; 
As percing levin,^ which the inner part 
Of every thing consumes and calcineth by art. 

1 Tkm, than. * Sew, follow, obej. 

. * Sfi^, since. * Levin, lightning. 



XLVII. S.—Jfshevna not.] That is, < will not ▼oachB&& to taka 
thy love and aeryice.' 
XLVIII. 9.— aOoMA hf art] This may nfeean aitber hy ili 
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XLIX. 

Which seeing fayre Belphcebe gan to feare 
Least that his wound were inly well not heald, 
Or that the wicked Steele empoysned were : 
Litle shee weend that love he dose conceald. 
Yet still be wasted^ as the snow congeald 
When the bright sunne his beams thereon doth beat: 
Yet never he his hart to her reveald ; 
But rather chose to dye for sorow great 
Then ^ with dishonourable termes her to entreat. 

She, gracious Lady, yet no paines did spare 
To doe him ease, or doe him remedy: 
Many restoratives of vertues rare 
And costly cordialles she did apply. 
To mitigate his stubbome malady : 
But that sweet cordiall, which can restore 
A love-sick hart, she did to him envy ^ ; 
To him, and to all th' unworthy world forlore,^ 
She did envf ^ that soveraine salve in secret store. 

LI. 

Thai; dainde rose, the daughter of her monie. 
More deare then ^ life she tendered, whose flowre 
The girlond of her honour did adome : 
Ne suffied she die middayes scorching powre, 
Ne the sharp northerne wmd thereon to showre ; 
But lapped up her silken leaves most chayre,^ 
Whenso the froward skye began to lowre ; 

1 Then, ^haa. * FoHor^ fgrlMn, fomkea. 

' Envy, grudge, deny. ^. Chayre, chary. 



nature or quality, or as completely as if it were done by an artifieial 
procew. 

TOii* II* 94 
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But, soone as calmed was the christall ayre. 
She did it hjre dispred and let to florish fayre. 

LIl. 
Etemall God, m his almightie powre, 
To make ensample of his heavenly grace, 
In paradize whylome ^ did plant this Howre ; 
Whence he it fetcht out of her native place, 
And did in stocke of earthly flesh enrace,^ 
Tliat mortall men her glory should admyre. 
In gentle Ladies breste and bounteous race 
Of woman-kind it fayrest Flowre doth spyre,^ 
And beaieth fruit of honour and all chast desyre. 

LIII. 
Fayre ympes* of beautie, whose bright shining beames 
Adojme the world with like to heavenly light. 
And to your willes both royalties and reames ^ 
Subdew, through conquest of your wondrous might ; 
With this fayre Flowre your goodly girlonds di^t ^ 
Of Chastity and Vertue virginall, 
That shall embellish more your beautie bright. 
And crowne your heades with heavenly coronall, 
Such as the Angels weare before God's tribunall ! 

LIV. 
To youre faire selves a fiure ensample ' frame 
Of L feire Vii^, this BelphcEbe fayre ; 
To whom, in perfect love stnd spotlesse feme 
Of Chastitie, none living may compayre : 
Ne poysnous Envy iustly can empayre 
The prayse of her fresh-flowring M aydenhead ; 
Forthy ® she standeth on the highest stayre 

^ WkifierMf formerly. ' Aeome^, realms. 

' Enrace^ implant. ' I^ht^ adorn. 

' Spyre, shoot forth, ^ Ensamplef model. 

^ Ympes, daoghtem. * Forthy, therefore. 
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Of th' honorable stage of womanhead. 
That Ladies all maj follow her ensample dead. 

LV. 

In so great prayse of stedfast Chastity 
Nathlesse she was so courteous and kynde, 
Tempred with Grace and goodly Modesty, 
That seemed those two v<»rtues s^ve to fynd 
The higher place in her heioick mynd : 
So striving each did other more augment, 
And both encreast the prayse of womankynde, 
And both encreast her beautie excellent : 
So all did make in her a perfect complement.^ 

^ Complementf complete character. 



LIV. 9. — Her engample dead."] The example of her dead. 

LV. 9. — ^ peifeet complement.] The affection of Timias for Bel- 
phcBbe is supposed to allude to Sir Walter Raleigh's pretended admirar 
tion of Queen Elizabeth. 



880 TBS FASBIE ^UEENE. B. UI* 



CANTO VI. 

The Biith of %re Belphobe aod 

Of Amorett is told : 
The Gardins of Adonis fhiught 

With pleasures manifold, 

1. 
Well may I weene, faire Ladies^ all this while 
Ye wonder how this noble Damozell 
So great perfections did in her ^ compile^* 
Sith ^ that in salvage forests she did dwell, 
So &rre fiom Court and rojall Citadell, ' 
The great schoolmaistresse of all Courtesy : 
Seemeth that such wilde woodes should far expell 
All civile usage and gentility, 
And gentle sprite deforme with rude rusticity. 

II. 
But to this &ire Belphcebe in her Berth 
The hevens so favorable were and free, 
Looking with myld asptet upon the earth 
In th' horoscope of her nativitee, 
That all the gilts of grace and chastitee 
On her they poured forth of plenteous home : 
love laught on Venus from his soverayne see,* 
And Phcebus with &ire beames did her adome, 
And all tiie Graces rockt her cradle being borne. 

^ flisr, herself. ' Sith, since. 

' CompUe, combine.. ^ Su, dwelling. 
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III. 

Her Berth was of tbe wcxnbe of moniiDg dfinr. 
And her conception of the iayous prime ; 
And aQ her whole creation did her i^ew 
Pure and unspotted fiom all loathly crime 
That is bgenerate in fleshly slime. 
So was this Vii^ borne, so was^she hred^ 
So was she trayned op fiom time to time 
In all chaste vertue and true boimtihed,^ 
Till to her dew perfection she w^^ ripened. 

IV. 
Her mother was the iaire Chrysogonee, 
The daughter of Amphisa, who by race 
A Faerie was, ybome of Mgh degree : 
She bore Belphoebe ; she bore in like cace 
Fayre Amoretta in the second place: 
These two w^e twinnes, and twixt them two didshaie 
The heritage of all cdestiall grace ; 
That all the rest it sepmd they robbed bare 
Of bounty, and of beautie, and all r^rtues rare. 

V. 

It were a goodly storie to declare 
By what straunge accident faire Chrysogone 
Conceived these in&nts, and how them she bare 
In this wilde fortest wandring all alone. 
After she had nine moneths fulfild and gone: 
For not as other wemens commune brood 
They were enwombed m the sacred throne 

^ Boutttihed, goodness. 



IV. 1. — T%e faire Ckryaogtmee.'] This mythological pedigiee u 
entirely fanciful, and though Belphcebe is Qneen Elizabeth, Chxysogo- 
nee is not Anne Boleyn. 

24* 
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Of her chaste bodie ; nor with commune food, 
As other wemens babes, they sucked vitall blood: 

VI. 
But wondrously thej were begot and bred 
Through influence of th' hevens fruitfiiU ray, 
As it in antique bookes is mentioned. 
It was upon a sommers shinie day, 
When Titan faire his beames did display, 
In a fresh fountaine, far from all mens vew, 
She bath'd her brest the boyling heat t' allay ; 
She bath'd with roses red and violets blew. 
And all the sweetest flowers that in the faaest grew: 

VII. 
Till faint through yikesome wearines adowne 
Upon the grassy ground herselfe she layd 
To sleepe, the whiles a gentle slcxnbring swowne 
Upon her fell all naked bare displayd: 
The sunbeames bright upon her body playd. 
Being through former bathing mollifide, 
And pierst into her wombe; where they embayd^ 
With so sweet sence and secret powre unspide. 
That in her pregnant flesh they shortly fructffide. 

VIII. 
Miraculous may seeme to him that reades 
So straunge ensample of conception ; 
But reason teacheth that the fruitiiill seades 
Of all things living, through impression 
Of the sunbeames in moyst complexion. 
Doe life conceive and quickned are by kynd ^ : 
So, after Nilus inundation, 

1 Eftthayd, bathed. ' Kynd, natme. 



Vm. 7. — SOf afUr JfUus, &c.] Egypt has always been the land of 
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Infinite shapes of creatures men doe fynd 
Informed ^ in the mud on which the sunne hath shynd. 

IX. 
Chreat father he of generation 
Is righdjr cald, th' authour of life and %ht ; 
And his &ire sister for creation 
M inistreth matter fit, which, tempred right 
With heate and humour, breedes the living wight. 
So sprong these twinnes in womb of Chrysogone ; 
Yet wist^ she nought thereof, but sore ajffinght 
Wondred to see her belly so upblone, 
Which still increast till she her teime had full outgone. 

X. 

Whereof conceiving shame and foule disgrace, 
Albe ^ her guiltlesse ccmscience her cleard, 
She fled into the wildemesse a space, 
Tin diat unweeldy burden she had reard,^ 
And shund dishonor which as death she feard : 
Where, wearie of long travail, downe to rest 
Herselfe she set, and comfortaUy cheard ; 
There a sad cloud of sleepe her overkest,^ 
And seized every sence with sorrow sore oppiest 

XI. 
It fortuned, frire Venus having lost 

> htformedf imperfeoUj fonned. ' Wigi, knew. ' j92&0, altlioggh. 
* Reard, brought to fulness or maturity. * Overkut, oreroast 



wonde». Among the stories fonnd in the classical writers is tfaif 
which Spenser mentions, that animals of various kinds are generated 
by the rays of the sun falling upon the fertilizing deposit left by the 
Nile. 

IX. 3. — Hisfaire tisier.] The moon. 

XI. 1. — Venus having loat, &c.] This incident was suggested by a 
very pretty idyl of Moschus, called '^Love a fugitive." 
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Her litde aoDne, the winged god of love^ 
Who for some light displeasure, which him crost. 
Was fix>m her fled as flit as ayeiy dove, 
And left her blisfiill bowre of ipy above ; 
(So fixMn her often he had fled away, 
When she for ought him sharpely did reprove, 
And wandred in the woild in straunge aray, 
Disguiz'd in thousand shapes, that none might him bewray ;) 

XII. 
Km far to seeke, she left her heavenly hous. 
The house of goodly formes and faire aspects. 
Whence all the world derives the glorious 
Features of beautie, and all shapes select. 
With which High God his workmanship hath deckt ; 
And searched everie way through which his wings 
Had borne him, or his tract she mote detect: 
She promist lasses sweet, and sweeter things, 
Unto the man that of him tydbgs to her brings. 

xm. 
First she him sought in Court, where most he usM 
Whylome ^ to haunt, but there she found him not ; 
But many there she found which sore accus'd 
His falshood, and with fowle infamous blot 
His cruell deedes and wicked wyles did spot * : 
Ladies and Lordes she every where mote heare 
Complayning, how with his empoysned shot 
Their wofoll harts he Wounded had whyleare,^ 
And so had left them languishing twixt hope and feare. 

XIV. 
She then die Cities sought fiom gate to gate. 
And everie one did aske. Did he him see? 

^ ffh/UmUj formoily. ' Sp&t, blame. ' Wk^ear$, a while a^. 
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And eyerie one her answerdj that too Ii^te 
He had him seene, and felt the crueltee 
Of hb sharpe dartes and whot^ aitilleree: 
And everyone threw forth repioches life' 
Of his mischi^voua deedes, and sayd that hee 
Was the disturber of all civill life. 
The enimy of peace, and authour of aH strife. 

XV. 
Then in the Countrey she abroad him sought, 
And in the rurall cottages inquir'd ; 
Where also many plaintes to b^ were brought, 
How he their heedelesse harts with love had fir'd, 
And his feka vepim through their veb«. inspir'd; 
And eke the gentle shepheard swajrnes, which sat 
Keepbg dieir fleecy flockes as they were hyr'd. 
She sweedy heard complaine both how and what 
Her Sonne bad to them doen ; yet she did smile thereat. 

XVI. 
But, when in. none of all these she hkn gol, 
She gan avize ^ where els he mote him hyde: 
At last she her bediought that ^he had not 
Yet sought the salvage Woods and Foiedts wyde, 
In which full many lovely Nymphes abyde ; 
Mongst whom might be that he did closely ^ lye. 
Or that the love of some of them him tyde : 
Fordiy ^ she thether cast her course t' apply. 
To search the secret haunts of Dianes company. 

XVII. 
Shordy unto the wastefull woods she came, 
Whereas she found the ooddesse with her crew, 

* What, hot. * dosdyt BecreiXy, 

* RtfBf abundant. * Forthy, therefore. 
' Avixe^ consider. 
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After late chace of their embrewed ^ game, 
Sitting beside a fountaine in a rew ^ ; 
Some of them washing with the liquid dew 
From off their dainty limbs the dusty sweat 
And soyle, which did-defoilne their lively hew ; 
Others lay shaded fixxn the scorching heat ; 
The rest upon her person gave attendance great. 

XVIII. 
She, having hong upon a bough on high 
Her bow and painted quiver, had unlaste 
Her ffllver buskins fiom her nimble thigh, 
And h^ lanck loynes^ ungirt, and brests unbraste, 
After her heat the breathbg cold to taste ; 
Her golden lockes, that late in -tresses bright 
Embreaded^ were for hmdiing of h^ haste. 
Now loose about her shoulders hong undight,^ 
And were with sweet Ambrosia all besprinckled light. 

XIX. 

Soone as she Venus saw behinde her backe. 
She was asham'd to be so loose surpriz'd ; 
And woxe ® halfe wroth against her damzels slacke, 
That had not h^ thereof before aviz'd, 
But suffied her so carelesly disguiz'd 
Be overtaken : Soone her garments loose 
Upgath'ring, in her bosome she compriz'd 
Well as she might, and to the goddesse rose ; 
Whiles all her nymphes did like a girlond her enclose* 

XX. 

Goodly she gan faire Cytherea greet. 

And shordy asked her what cause her brought, 

> Embretoed, W6t with blood. * EmbreadeA, braided. 

* IteWf row. ^ UiuUghty ungathered, undieased. 

' Lanck loyruSf slender waist. * Wbze, waxed; 
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Into that wildemesse for her unmeet. 
From her swei^te bowres and beds with pleasures fraught : 
That suddein chaung ' she straung adventure thought. 
To whom halfe weeping she thus answered ; 
Thiat she her dearest sonne Cupido sought, 
Who in his frowardnes from her was fled ; 
That she repented sore to have him angered. 

XXI. 
Thereat Diana gan to smile, in scome 
Of her vabe plajnt, and to her scoffing sayd ; 
"Great pitty sure that ye be so forlome * 
Of your gay sonne, that gives you so good ayd 
To your disports ; ill mote ye bene apayd ! " 
But she ^as more engrieved, and replide * 
" Fvire sister, ill beseemes it to upbrayd 
A doleilill heart with so disdainfuU pride ; 
The like that mine may be your paine another tide.^ 

XXII. 
" As you in woods and wanton ^ wildemesse 
Tour glory sett to chace the salvage beasts ; 
So my delight is all in ioyfulnesse. 
In beds, in bowres, in banckets, and in feasts : 
And ill becomes you, with your lofty creasts. 
To scome the ioye that love is glad to seeke : 
We both are bownd to follow heavens beheasts, 
And tend our charges with obejsaunce meeke : 
Spare, gentle sister, with reprocb my paine to eeke ^ ; 

^ Chaungf change. ^ Wanton, wild. 

* Forlome, bereft. * Eek&, inczeue. 

' Tide, time. 



XXI. 5. — III mote ye bene apaydJ] You could hardly be oompen- 
■ated for this loos. 
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xxm. 

*< And tell me if that ye my sonne have heaid 
To Imke emongst your nimphes m secret wiase, 
Or keepe their cabins : much I am a£&ard 
Least he like one of them himselfe disguize^ 
And tume las arrowes to th^r exercize : 
So may he long himselfe iiiU easie hide ; 
For he is &ire, and firesh in &ce and guize 
As any nimphe ; let not it be enirida" 
So saying every nimph full nanowly shee eide. 

XXIV. 

But Phoebe therewith sore was angered, 
And sharply saide ; " Gtoe, dame ; goe, seeke your boy, 
Where you him lately lefte, in Mars his bed : 
He c<Mnes not here ; we scome his foolish ioy, 
Ne lend we leisure to his idle toy : 
But, if I catch him in this company, 
By Stygian lake I vow, whose sad annoy 
The gods doe dread, he dearly shall abye ^ : 
He clip his wanton wings that he no more shall flye.' 

XXV. 
Whom wh^ias Venus saw so sore displeasd, 
Shee inly sory was, and gan rdent ^ 
What shee had said : so her shee soone appeasd 
With sugred w<^s and gende blandi^mi^it. 
Which as a fountaine icom her sweete lips went 
And welled goodly forth, that m short space 
She was well pleasd, and forth her damzells sent 



}» 



' My&^ sufier. * Relent, soften, qnaliiy. 

XXIII. 8. —^ Let not it he envide.'] An ezpresiBion equivalent to * With 
yonr leave/ or * Pardon me." 

XXIV. 3. — Mars his.} Man's. 
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Through all the woods, to search fix)m place tp place 
If any tract of him or tidings they mote trace. 

XXVI. 

To search the god o£ love her nimpbes she sent 
Throughout the wandring forest every where : 
And after tl^em herselfe eke with her went 
To seeke the fiigitive both farre and n^re. 
So long they sought, till they arrived were 
In that same shady covert whereas lay 
Fjure Crysogone in dombry traunce whilere ^ ; 
Who in her sleepe (a womkous thing to say) 
Unwares had borne two Babes as faire as springing day. 

XXVII. 
Unwai^ she them conceivd, unwaress she bore : 
She bore withouten pakie, that she conceiv'd 
Without^ pleasure ; ne her need impl(»re 
Lucmaes aide : Which when they both perceived, 
They wore' through wonder nigh of sence berey'd. 
And gazing each on other nought Jiespak^ : 
At last they both agreed her seeming grieved 
Put of h^ heavie swowne not to awake, 
But jGx>m her loving side the tender Babes to take* 

XXVIII. 

Up they them tooke, each one a Babe uptooke, 
And with them carried to be fostered : 
Dame Phoebe to a njrmphe her Babe betooke® 
To be upbrought in perfect Maydenhed, 
And, of herselfe, her name Belphoebe red ^ : 

> WkUerty a little while before. ' Betooksy delivered. 

^ Redy declared. 



ZXVI. p. -*- JJiroiigkina the wmdring forest J] WftHd^nng tbroi]gjb- 
oat the finest 
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But Venus here thence far away convayd, 
To be upbrought in goodly womanhed ; 
And, in her litle Loves stead which was strayd. 
Her Amoretta cald, to comfort her ^ dismayd.^ 

XXIX. 

She brought her to her ioyous Paradize 
Wher most she wonnes,^ when she on earth does dweD, 
So fsure a place as nature can devize : 
Whether in Paphos, or Cytheron hill, 
Or it in Gnidus bee, I wote * not well ; 
But well I wote ^ by triall, that this same 
All other pleasaunt places doth excell, 
And called is, by her lost lovere name, 
The Gardin of Adonis, far renowmd by fame. 

XXX. 

In that same Gardin all the goodly flowres, 
Wherewith dame Nature doth her beautify 
And decks the girlonds of her paramoures, 
Are fetcht : There is the first seminary 
Of all things that are borne to live and dye, 
According to their kynds.* Long woike it were 
Hete to account the endlesse progeny 

' Her, herself. ' WowMSy dwells. 

* Dismayd, grieved. ^ WaUf know. 

^ Kyndsif natures. 



XXIX. 4. — In Paphos, or Cytheron AtQ.] Paphos was a town in the 
island of Cyprus. Cytheron is Cythera, an island near Laconia, now 
Cerigo. Gnidus, or Cnidus, was a town of Caria, in Asia Minor. All 
of these were favorite resorts of Venus. 

XXX. 1. — In that same Gardin, &c.] In the fahle of Venus and 
Adonis, Adonis has been generally supposed to represent the sun, and 
hence was regarded as the type of the procreative or productive princi- 
ple ; and this garden of Adonis is described to ns by the poet as con- 
taining the seminal principles of all things. 
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Of all the weeds that bud and blossome there ; 
But so much as doth need must needs be counted nere 

XXXI. 
It sited ^ was in fruitful! soyle of dd, 
And girt in with two walls on either side , 
The one of yron, the other of bright gold, 
That none might thorough breake, nor. overstride : 
And double gates it had which opened wide, 
By which both in and out men moten^ pas ; 
Th' one faire and fresh, the other old and dride : 
Old Genius the porter of them was, 
Old Genius, the which a double nature has. 

XXXIL 
He letteth in, he letteth out to wend^ 
All that to come into the world desire : 
A thousand thousand naked babes attend 
About him day and night, which doe require 
That he with fleshly weeds would them attire : 
Such as him list, such as etemall fate 
Ordained hath, he clothes with sinfiiU mire,* 
And Bendeth fordi to live in mortall state. 
Till they agayn returne backe by the hinder gate. 

XXXIII. 
After that they- againe retoumed beene, 

^ SUed, situated. ' Moten, might. ' Wendf go. * Mire, clay. 

XXXI. 8. — Old Genius.'] This is the same Genius — a being of a 
doable sex — described under the name of Agdistes, in book II. eanto 
Xn. stanza XLVIII. 

XXXIII. 1. — After that, &c.] In this and the ibllowing stanzas, 
the Pythagorean and Platonic doctrines of metempsychosis are ex- 
pounded. The reader may compare with them the passage in the 
nzth book of the JEneid (line 724) beginning, 

** Principio, ccBlum ac terras, camposque liquentep." 
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They m that Gardm planted bee agayne, 
And grow afresh, as they had never seene 
Fleshly corruption nor mortall payne : 
Some thousand yeares so doen ^ they there remayne, 
And then of him sie clad with other hew, 
Or sent into the chaiingefull worM agayne, 
Till thether they retoume where first they grew : 
So, like a wheele, arownd they ronne from old to niew. 

XXXIV. 

Ne needs there gardiner to sett or sow. 
To plant or prune ; for of their owne accord 
All things, as they created were, doe grow, 
And yet remember well the Mighty Word 
"Which first was spoken by th' Almighty hoirdy 
That bad them to increase and muUifh/ : 
Ne doe they -need, with water of the fiad^ 
Or of the clouds, to moysten their roots dry ; 
For in themselves etemalL moisture they imply.' 

XXXV. 

Infinite shapes of creatures there are bred, 
And uncouth formes, which none yet ever knew : 
And every sort is in a sondry bed 
Sett by itselfe, and ranckt in comely rew* ; 
Some fitt for reasonable sowles t' indew ; 
Some made for beasts, some made for birds to weaie; 
And all the fruitfuU spawne of fishes hew 
In endlesse rancks along auaunged were, 
That seemd the ocean cbuld not ccxitame them 4hero« 

XXXVI. 

Daily they grow, and daily forth are sent 
Into the "^orld, it to replenish more; 

^ Doen, do, do remain. ' Iniply, contain. 

■ For<2, stream. * J^,r6w. 
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Yet is the stocke not less^ed nor $pent» 
But still remaines in everlastbg store 
As it at first created was of yore : 
For in the wide wpmbe of the world there lye% 
In h^te&iU darknes and m deep honxure. 
An liilge eternall Chaos, which supplyes 
The substaunces of Natures finitiiill progenyes. 

XXXVII. 
AU things from-thenGe doe thdr first being £btch, 
And borrow matter whereof they are made ; 
Which, whenas forme and feature it does ketch, 
Betomes a body, and doth then invade ^ 
The state of life out of the griesly ^ade. 
That suhstaunce is eteme, and bideth so ; 
Ne, when the life decay es and-forme does fede^ 
Doth it ccHisume and into nothing goe. 
But chaunged is and often altred to and firoe. 

XXXVHI. 
The suhstaunce is not chaungd nor altered. 
But th' only forme and outward fashion ; 
For every suhstaunce is conditioned 
To chaunge her hew, and sondry formes to don,^ 
Meet for her temper and complexion : 
For formes are variable, and decay 
By course of kinde^ and by occasion ; 
And that faire flowre of beautie &des away, 
As doth the Hlly firesh he&se the sunny ray. 

XXXIX. 

Great enimy to it, and to' all the rest 

That in the Gardm of Adonis springs. 

Is wicked Time ; who with his scyth addrest* 

* Juvade, come into. ^ ' Kitide, nature. 

' Don, put on. * Addrest^ anned* 

25* 



%9^ 
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Does mow the flowring herbes and goodly things, 
And all their glory to the ground downe flings, 
Where they do wither and are fowly mard : 
He flyes about, and with his flaggy ^ wings 
Beates downe both leaves and buds without regard, 
Ne ever pitty may rel^t his malice hard. 

XL. 
Yet pitty often did the gods relent,* 
To see so faire thingee mard and spoiled quight : 
And their great mother Venus did lament 
The losse of her deare brood, her deare delight : 
Her hart was pierst with pitty at the sight, 
When walking through the Gardm them she spyde, 
Yet no'te ^ she find redresse for such despight : 
For all that lives is subiect to that law : 
All things decay in time, and to their end doe draw. 

XLI. 

But were it noi that Time their troubler is, 
All that in this delightiull Gardin growes 
Should happy bee, and have immortall blis : 
For here all plenty and all pleasure flowes ; 
And sweete Love gentle fitts ^ emongst them thiowes. 
Without fell rancor or fond gealosy : 
Franckly each paramour his leman knowes ; 
Each bird his mate ; ne any does envf 
Their goodly meriment and gay felicity. 

XLII. 
There is continuall spring, and harvest there 

1 Flaggy, loose-hanging. » JVb'ie, cotild not 

• Relent, soften. * fVto, emotions. 



XL. 6. — Spyde,} ^ So in all the editions. The rhyme zeqnizes 
* them she saw,^ " — ^ Church. 
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Contmuall, both meeting at ^ne tyme: 
For both the boughes doe laughing blossonis beaie, 
And with fresh colours decke the wanton pryme,^ 
And eke attonce the heavy trees they clyme, 
Which seeme to labour under their fruites lode : 
The whiles, the ioyous birdesf make their pastyme 
Emongst the shady leaves, their sweet abode, 
And their trew loves without suspition tell abrode. 

XLlil. 
Right in the middest of that Paradise 
There stood a stately nK>unt, on whose round top 
A gloomy grove of mirde trees did rise, 
Whose shady boughes sharp Steele did never lop, 
Nor wicked beastes their tender buds did crop, 
But like a girlond compassed the hight. 
And from their fruitfiiU sydes sweet gum did drop, 
That all the ground, with pretious deaw bedight,^ 

Threw forth most dainty odours and most sweet delight. 

XUV. 
And in the thickest covert of that shade 
There was a pleasant arber, not by art 
But of the trees owne inclination made, 
Which knitting their rancke ^ braunches part to part, 
With wanton yvie-twine entrayld * adiwart. 
And eglantine and caprifole^ emong, 
Fashiond above within their bmost part, 
That nether Phoebus beams could through them throng, 

Nor Aeolus sharp Uast could worke them any wrong. 

XLV. 
And all about grew every sort of iBowre, 

> PrymCf spring. ' Bedight, decked, covered. 

' Raneke^ luxuriant. ^ Entrayld^ twisted. * Ca^nifoU, woodbine* 



} 
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To which sad lovecs were transfonnde of yore ; 
Fresh Hyacinthus^ Phoebus paramoure 
And dearest love ; 

Foolish Naicisse, that likes the watry shore ; 
Sad Amaranthus, made a flowre but htte, 
Sad Amaranthus, m whose purple gore 
Me seemes I see Amintas wretched fate, 
To whom sweet poets Terse hath given endlesse. date. 

XLVI. 
There wont fayre Venus often toenioy 
Her deare Adonis ioyous company, 
And reap sweet {Measure of the wanton boy : 
There yet, some say, in secret he does ly. 
Lapped in flowres and pretious spycery. 
By her hid from the world, and from the skill 
Of Sty^n gods, which doe her love envf ; 
But she herselfe, whenever that she will, 
Possesseth him, and of his sweetnesse takes her fill : 

XL VII. 
And sooth,^ it seemes, they say ; fw he may not 
For ever dye, and ever buried bee 
In balefuU night where all thinges are forgot ; 
All* be he subiect to mortalitie, 
Yet is eteme in mutabilitie. 
And by succession iffade perpetuall. 
Transformed oft, and chaunged diverslie : 
For him the father of aU formes they call ; 
Therfore needs mote he live, that living gives to all. 

> Sooth, troth. * ^U, altlioiigk. 



XLV. 8. — Amintas toretcked fate.'] This in supposed to allude to 
tiie untimely death of Sir Philip Sydney, upon which, yolumes of 
poetry were written. 
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XLVIII. 

There now he liveth in eternal folis, 
loying his goddesse, and of her enioyd ; 
Ne feareth he henceforth that foe of his, 
Which with his cruell tuske him deadly cloyd ^ : 
For that wild bore, the which him once annoyd, 
She firraely hath empriscHied for ay, 
(That her sweet Lbve his malice mote avoyd,) 
In a strong rocky cave, which is, they say, 
Hewen underneath that mount, that none him losen ^ may. 

XLIX. 
There now he lives in everlasting ioy, 
With many of the gods in company 
Which theth^ haunt^ and ^h the winged boy, 
Sporting himselfe in safe felicity : 
Who wh^i he hath with spoiles and cruelty 
Ransackt the world, and in the wofull harts 
Of many wretches set his triumphes hye, 
Thether resortes, and, laying his sad dartes 
Asyde, with faire Adonis playes his wamon partes. 

L. 
And his trew Love faire Psyche with him playes, 
Fayre Psyche to him latdy reconcyld. 
After long troubles and unmeet upbrayes,^ 
With which his mother Venus her revyld. 
And eke himselfe h^ cruelly exyld : 
But now in sted&st love and happy state 
She with him lives, and hath him bome a ehyld, 

> da^ pfeiced. ' LoMrn, looaen, iet ftee, 

' Upbrayes, upbraidings. 

XLVni. 5. — For tkM %t&d bore.'\ Adonis repfenentiiig the produo- 
tive im mgy ef natiivS) the wild bear is a type ef winter, during which 
that energy ia auapended. 
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Pleasure, that doth both gods and men aggrate/ 
Pleasure, the daughter of Cupid and Psyche late. 

LI. 
Hether great Venus bnHight this In&nt fiiyre, 
The yonger daughter of Crysogonee, • 

And unto Psyche with great trust and care 
Committed her, yfostered to bee 
And trained up in trew feminitee ^ : 
Who no lesse careiiilly her tendered 
Then ^ her owne daughter Pleasure, to whom shee 
Made her companion, and her lessoned ^ 
In all the lore of love and goodly womanhead. 

LII. 
In which when she to perfect ripenes grew^ 
Of grace and beautie noble paragone. 
She brought her forth mto the worldes yew, 
To be th' ensample of true love alone. 
And lodestarre of all chaste affectione 
To all fayre Ladies that doe live on grownd. 
To Faery Court she came ; where many one 
Admyrd her goodly haveour,^ and Ibwnd 
Ks feeble hart wide launched with loves cruel wownd. 

LIII. 
But she to none of them her love did cast, 
Save to the noble Knight, Sir Scudamore, 
To whom her loving hart she linked fast 
In faithfull love, t' abide for eveimore y 
And for his dearest sake endured sore 
Sore trouble of an hainous enimy. 
Who her would forced have to have finlore® 

^ Aggntit^ chann. « Lummedy instructed. 

' Fenuniteef womanhood. * fliatveour, mannen, deportment 

' T%€nf than. * Forlort^ abandoned. 
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Her fotmer love and stedfast loialty ; 
As 76 may d^where reade that ruefull history. 

LIV. 
But well I weene ye first desire to leame 
What end unto that feareiull Damozell, 
Which fledd so fast from that same foster ' steame 
Whom with his brethren Timias slew, befell : 
That was, to weet, the goodly Florimell ; 
Who wandring for to seeke her lover deare, 
Her lover deare, her dearest M aiinell, 
Into misfortune fell, as ye did heare, 
And fix)m Prince Arthure fled with wings of idle^ fears. 

* Foster f forester. * Idle, cauaeleM. 



LIII. 9. — jSs ye may dswhere.'] See the eleventh and twelfth cantoi 
of thiB book. 

LIV. 8. — Jis y did keare^ See canto I. stania XVI. and the con- 
diuion of canto IV. 
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CANTO VII. 

The Witches sonne loves Florimell : 

She flyes ; he faines to dy. 
Satyrane saves the Squyre of Dames 

From Gyaonts tjrramiy. . 

I. 
Like as an hjnd forth singled from the heaid. 
That hath escaped from a ravenous beast. 
Yet flyes away of her owne feete afeard ; 
And every leafe, that shaketh with the leasts 
Murmure of winde, her terror hath encreast : 
So fledd fiiyre Florimell from her vaine feare, 
Long after she from perill was releast : 
Each shade she saw, and each noyse she did heare. 
Did seeme to be the same which she escapt wfaileare.^ 

11. 
All that same evening she in flying spent, 
And all that night her course continewed : 
Ne did she let dull sleepe once to relent^ 
Nor wearinesse to slack her hast, but fled 
Ever alike, as if her former dred 
Were hard behind, her ready to arrest : 
And her white palfrey, having conquered 
The maistiing ^ raines out of her weary wrest,^ 
Perforce her carried where ever he thought best. 

^ WhUearey shortly before. ' Maistnngf mastering, or ooDtroUisg. 
* JMeiK, slacken. « Wrett^ wrist 
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111. 

So long BB breadi and hable puiaBaunoe 
Did native corage unto Um supply, 
His pace he fineshly forward did advauiice) 
And carried h^ beycmd all ieopardj ; 
But nought that wanteth rest can kmg abj ^ ; 
He, having through incessant traveiU spent 
His force, at last parfaice adowne did ly^ 
Ne foot could fiirther move: The Lady gent ^~ 
Thereat was suddein stfook with gteat astonishmeiit ; 

IV. 

And, htst t'ali^, on foot mote algates ^ &ie 
A traveiler unwonted to such way ; 
Need teacheth her this leaxu hard and rare^ 
TTiai Fidrtune dU in equall lamtce ^ doth swaj/f 
And mortaU inmriei 4»ih make her jilay. 
So long ibe trav^d, till at length she came 
To an hUIea side, which did to her bewray 
A lide valley siibiect^> to the same. 
All coverd with thick woodes that ^pnte it ov<aioame.^ 

V. 
Ilirottgh th' tops of the high trees she cKd descsy 
A litle smoke, whose vapour thin and light 
Reekmg aloft uproUed to the sky: 
Which chearefoU signe did send unto her sig^t 
That in the same did wonne '* some living wight. 
Eftsoones ® her steps she thereunto applyd, 
And came at last in weary wretched plight 



' Gent, gentle. * Overcame, came oyer. 

* JUgMet^ at aU atMita. "* Wonne, dwell. 

* Launee, balattoe. * EftsoontB^ isottediataly* 
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Unto the plac^ to which her hope did guyde 
To finde some refuge there^ and redt her wearie syde. 

VI. 
There in a gloomy hollow glen she found 
A little cottage, built of stickes and reedes 
In homely wize, and wald with sods around ; 
In which a Witch did dwell, in loathly weedes ^ 
And wilfiill want, all carelesse of her needes ; 
So choQ^g soUtaiie to abide 
Far fix)m all neighbours, that her divelish deedes 
And hellish arts fiom people she might hide, 

And hurt far off unknowne whomever she envide. 

VII. 
The Damzell there arriving entred in ; 
Where sitting on the flore the Hag she fixmd 
Busie (as seem'd) about some wicked gin^ : 
Who, soone as she beheld that suddein stound,^ 
Lightly upstarted fixxn the dustie ground, 
And with fell looke and hollow, deadly gaze 
Stared on her awhile, as one astound, 
Ne had one word to speake for great amaze ; 

But shewd by outward signes that droad her sence did daze.^ 

VIII. 

At last, turning her feare to foolish wrath. 
She askt, What devill had her thether brought, 
And who she was, and what unw(»ited path 
Had guided her, unwelcomed, unsought ? 
To which the Damzell full of doubtfull thought 
Her mildly answer'd ; " Beldame, be not wroth 
With silly Virgin, by adventure brought 

1 Weedes^ dress. * Staundf startlmg appeannoe. 

* Otn, contriyanoe. ^ Daxe, dazzle, coDlbimd. 



_j 
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Unto your dwelling, ignorant and loth, 
That crave but rowme to rest while tempest ovwblo'lh." 

IX. 

With that adowne out of her christall eyne 
Few trickling teares she $ofUy forth let &11, 
That like two orient perles did purely shyne 
Upon her snowy cheeke ; and therewithall 
She dghed soft, that none so bestiall 
Nor salvage hart but ruth ^ of her sad plight 
Would make to melt, or pitteously appall ; 
And that vile Hag, all ^ were her whole delight 
As mischiefe, was much moved at so pitteous sight ; 

X. 

And gan recomfort her, in her rude wyse, 
With womanish compassion of her plaint, 
Wiping the teares fix>m her sufKised eyes. 
And bidding her sit downe to rest her iaint 
And wearie limbs awhile : she nothing quaint ^ 
Nor 'sdeigniiill of so homdy ftshion, 
Sith ^ brought she was now to so hard constraint, 
Sate downe upon the dusty ground anon ; 
As glad of that smail rest, as bird of tempest gon.^ 

XI. 

Tho ® gan she gather up her garments rent. 
And her loose lockes to dight '^ in order dew 
With golden wreath and, gorgeous ornament ; 
Whom such whenas the wicked Hag did vew. 
She was astonisht at her heavenly hew. 
And doubted her to deeme an earthly wight, 

^ Ruth^ pity. * Gan^ gone, past, 

* AU, although • J%o, then. 

' Quainf, nice. "^ Dighi^digpote, 
^ <Sit4, since. 
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But or some goddesse, or ct Dknes crew, 
And tfaoogbt bar to adoie with humble spright : 
T* adore thing so divine as beauty were but right. 

xn. 

This wicked woman had a wicked sonne. 
The comifart of her age and weary dayes, 
A laesy k)ord,' far nothing good to donne,' 
But stretched foith in ydlenesse alwayes, 
Ne ever cast hb mind to covet prayse, 
Or ply himselfe to any hcmest trade ; 
But all the day befi»e the sunny rayes 
He us'd to dug,' or sleepe in slothfull. shade : 

Such laesmesse both lewd ^ and poore attonce him made. 

XIII. 
He, commmg home at undertime,^ there feund 
The iayrest creature that he ever saw 
Sittmg beside his mother on the ground : 
The sig^t whereof did greatly him adaw,* 
And his base thought with tenour and with aw 
So inly smot, diat as one, which hath gaz'd 
On the bright jsunne unwares, doth soone withdraw 
His feeMe eyne with too much brightnes daz'd ' ; 

So stared he on her, and stood long while amaz'd. 

XIV. 
SofUy at last he gan his mother aske, 
What mister wight that was, and wh^ice deriv'd, 
That in so stiaunge disguizem^it there did maske, 

^ Laesy loord^ idle fellow. * Undertime^ evening. 

' Donntj do. ' Adato, fill with awe. 

' <S^^, lie idly. ^ Daz^d, dazzled. 
^ jAwdy ifaorait« ' 

- — — — — T— ■ 

XIV. 2.— mot ittiflCer wight.l YfhuX sort of cieatore.— JUufM* 
means trade, occupation, condition of life; Fr. wetter. 



And by what accideat she there amT'd } 
But she, as one nigh of her wits deprived. 
With nought but ^msdy lopkes him answered ; 
like to a ghost, that lately is reviT'd 
From Stygian shores wh^re late it wandered: 

So both at her^ 9sA each at other wondered. 

XV. 
But the fayre Virgpi was so meeke and myld. 
That she to them vouchsafed to embace^ 
Her goodly port, and to their senses vyld ^ 
Her gentle speach applyde, that in short space 
She grew familiare in that desert place. 
During which time the Chorle, through her so 
And Gourteise use, conc^v'd afl^^on bace, 
And cast to love her in his brutish nund ; 

No love, but brutish lust, that was so beasdy tind.' 

XVI. 
Closely ^ the wicked flame his bowels brent,^ 
And shortly grew into outrageous fire ; 
Yet had he not the hart, nor hardiment,® 
As unto her to utter his desire ; 
His caytive'^ thought durst not so high aspire: 
But with soft ^ghes and lovely semhtaunces 
He ween'd that his affection entire^ 
She should aread® ; many-resemblaunces ^^ 

To her he made, and many kinde remembrauncas, 

XVII. 

Oft fiom the bnest wildings ^^ he did bring, 

1 Embaee^ bring down. ^ CSoyliM, haie. 

* FyU, vile, low. ' Entire^ inward* 
' Jindf excited. ' Aread, pefoeiv«. 

* Closely, secretly. ^ RMe mbi m meu ^ Attaations. 

* Brent f burned.- " Wildings, wild applet. 
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Whose sides empurpled w^e with smyling red ; 
And oft young birds, which he had taught to sing 
I£s maistresse praises sweetly caroled : 
Girlonds of flowres sometimes fx h€r faire hed 
He fine would dight ^ ; sometimes the squiirel wild 
He brought to h^ in bands, as conquered 
To be her thrall, his fellow-servant vild ^ : 
All which she of him tooke with countenance meeke and mild. 

xvm. 

But, past a while, when she fit season saw 
To leave that desert mansion, she cast ^ 
In secret wize herselfe thence to withdraw. 
For feare of mischiefe, which she did forecast 
Might by the witch or by her sonne compast * : 
Her wearie palfi^y, closely* as die might. 
Now well recovered after long repast, 
In his proud ftimitures she jG:eshly dight,^ 
IBs late miswandred wayes now to remeasure right. 

XIX. 

And earely, ere the dawning day appeared 
She forth issewd, and on her ioumey went ; 
She w^it in perill, of each noyse afteard 
And of each shade that did itselfe present ; 
For still she feared to be overhent ^ 
Of that vile Hag, or her uncivile Sonne ; 
Who when, too late awaking, well they kent ® 
That their fayre Guest was gone, they both begonne 
To make exceeding mone as they had beene undonne. 

' Dight, ^re^uef axnikge. * CiMety, secretly. 

• VUdf vUe, low. • Dight, dressed, decked. 
' Ga«t, resolved. 7 OMrAenC, overtaken. 

* CmUptut, contrived. > Kent, knew. 



Xym. 1. — Past a tehiU.} After some time had passed. 
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XX. 

But that lewd lover did the most lamait 
For her depart,^ that ever man did heare ; 
He knockt his brest with desperate ioteDt, 
And scratcht his face, and with his teeth did teare 
I£s rugged flesh, and rent his ragged heara: 
That his sad mother seeing his sore plight 
Was greatly woe-begon, and gan to feare 
Least his fraile senses were ^nperisht quight, 
And love to frenzy tumd ; sith^ love is franticke.hight.^ 

XXI, 
All wayes shee sought him to restore to plight, - 
With herbs, with qharms, with counsel, and with teares ; 
But tears, nor charms, nor herbs, nor counsdl, might 
Asswage the iiiry which his entrails teares : 
So strong is passion that no reason heares ! 
Tho,^ when all other helpes she saw to faile. 
She tumd herselfe backe to her wicked leares ^ ; 
And by her divelish arts thought to prevaile 
To bring her backe againe, or woike her finall bale** 

XXII. 
Eftsoones^ out of her hidden cave she cald 
An hideous beast of hoirible asptet. 
That could the stoutest corage have appald ; 
Monstrous, mishapt,® and all his backe was spect 
With thousand spots of colours queint elect ^ ; 

* Departf depaitnre. ' BaU^ destraetioii. 

' SUh, since. - ^ Eftsoanes^ immediately. 

' ISghtf called* ' JMuAajil, minfaaped. 

« Tho, then. * i^ueiiU deet, oddly choien. 

* LfBorea^ lenons. 



XXI. 1. — To pHght.^ To his usual state. 
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Thereto ^ so swifte that it all beasts did pas : 
like never yet did Bring eie d^ect i 
But likest it to an hyena was 
That feeds on wem^Eis fleshy a3 others feede c» gras^ 

xxm. 
It forth she cald, and gaye it stiejight^ in charge 
Through thickei and thin b^ to poursew apace^ 
Ne once to stay to rest, or breath at large, 
Till her hee had attaind and brought in place, 
Or quite devourd her beauties scomeiiill grace. 
The monster, swifte as word that fix>in her went. 
Went fbrdk in haste, and did her footing trace 
So. sure and swiftly, through his perfect sent ^ 
And pasamg speede, that shortly he her overhept.^ 

XXIV. 

Whom wh^ the fearefuU Danozell nigh espide, 
No need to bid her fast away to flie ; 
That ugly shape so sore her terriftde, 
That it she shund ik> lesse then ^ dread to die ; 
And her flitt palfrey did so well apply 
His nimble feet to her conceived feare, 
Tliat whilest his breath did strength to him supply, 
From perill free be her away did beaie ; 
But, when bis force gan faile, his pace gan weii axeare.*^ 



' Thereto, besides. * Overkentf overtook. 

' i^reightf strictly. * JTun, than. 

' Sent, aeent. * Wez «r«if e, grow slow. 



H'll 1' . «'I|1.11IJ' 



XXII. 9. —Tkift feeds on wmnmt flesh, &c.] << The hjena is said to 
feed on hnmoli flesli. See .Ciesiier, Hist. Animal, p. 655. But I do not 
find in the old naturalist, that the animal seleets only wemens flesh." — 
Todd. 

xxm. 4. -rMrtmgU m ftoe.] Bvoaght to that pla^e. 
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XXV. 

Which wfaenas she peiceiv'd, she was disinay>d 
At that same last extremity fill sdie, 
And of her safety greatly grew aftayd: 
And now she gan approch to the sea shore, 
As it befell, that she could ffie no more, 
But yiel<l herselfe to spoile of greediiiesfle : 
Lightly she leaped, as a wight forlore,^ 
From her dull horse, m desperate distresse, 

And to her feet betooke her doubtfiiH ackemesse. 

XXVI. 
Not halfe so fast the mcked Myrrfaa fled 
From dread of her reven^ng fiitheis hond ; 
Nor halfe so fast to save her maydenh^ 
Fled fearefull Daphne on th' £g»an strond ; 
As Florimell fled fiom that monster yond,^ 
To reach the sea ere she of him were raught ^ : 
For in the sea to droWne hers^e she ifond, 
Rather then^ of the t3rFant to be caught : 

Thereto ^ fear gave her wmgs, and need her ooiage taught 

XXVII. 
It fortuned (High Qod did so ordaine) 
As shee arrived on the roiing shore, 
In minde to leape into the mighty maine, 
A little bote lay hoving^ her before. 
In which there slept a filler old and pore, 

* Fariore, forlorn, despenle* * 7%«r, thui. 

* Yondf fyjiotu. * Tftereeo, beiides. 
' Raughtf reached. ^ Homing^ heavinjf. 



XXV. 9. — And ft> her /e«t, &c.] And committed her nfety, then 
donbtftd, to the charge of her fyet-^Sickemsne means aafehf. 

XXVI. 7. ^ She find.] She found ki her heart, or ofaoae. 



] 



810 THE FAERIE ^UEENE. B* III. 

The whiles his nets were drying on the sand : 
Into the same shee lept, and with die ore 
Did thrust the shaUop fiom the flotmg strand : 
So safety fownd at sea, which she fownd not at land. 

XXVIII. 

The monster, ready on the pray to sease, 
Was of his forward hope deceived quight , 
Ne durst assay to wade the perlous ^ seas, 
But, greedily long gaping at the sight, 
At last in vame was forst to tume his flight, 
And tell the idle tidings to his Dame : 
Yet, to avenge his divelish despight. 
He set upon her palfrey tired lame, 
And slew him cruelly ere any reskew came : 

XXIX. 

And, after having him emhowelled 
To fill his hellish gorge, it chaunst a Knight 
To passe that way, as forth he traveiled : 
Yt was a goodly Swaine,.and of great might, 
As ever man that bloody field did fight ; 
But in vain sheows, that wont yong Knights bewitch, 
And courtly services, tooke no delight ; 
But rather ioyd to bee than seemen sich ^ : 
For both to be and seeme to him was labor lich.^ 

XXX. 

It was to weete the good Sir Salyranei 

^ PerZot69, perilous. ' Sidi,svLch. ^Ldch, light. 



XXVII. 8. — The shaUopJrom theflating strand.'] The shallop float- 
ing from the strand. 

XXVIII. 2. — ^ His forward hope.'] His confident expectation. 
XXX. 1. — Sir Satyrane.y Sir Sotyrane reappears from the sixth 

canto of the first book, where we left him fighting wiUi Sansloy. 
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That raungd abrode to seeke adventures wilde, 
As was his wont, in forest and m plaine : 
He was all armd in rugged Steele unfilde,^ 
As b the smoky forge it was compilde,^ 
And m his scutchin ^ bore a satyres hedd : 
He comming present, where the monster vilde 
Upon that milke-white palfr^es carcas fedd, 
Unto his reskew ran, and greedily him spedd. 

XXXI, 

There well perceivd he that it was the horse 
Whereon faire Florimell was wont to ride, 
That of that feend was rent without remorse : 
Much feared he least ought did ill betide 
To that faire Maide, the flowre of wemens pride ; 
For her he dearely loved, and in all 
His famous conquests highly magoifide : 
Besides, her golden girdle, which did fall 
From her in flight, he fownd, that did him sore apall. 

XXXII. 
Full of sad feare and doubtfiiU agony 
Fiercely he flew upon that wicked feend ; 
And with huge strokes and cruell battery 
Him forst to leave his pray, for to attend 
Himselfe fix)m deadly daunger to defend : 
Full many wounds in his corrupted flesh 
He did engrave,^ and muchell ^ blood did spend, 
Yet might not doe him die ; but aie more fresh 
And fierce he still appeard, the more he did him thresh. 

^ Vr^Udej unpolished. ' Compilde, wrought. ' Scutchin, shield. 
^ Engrave, cut, pierce. * Mtuhdi, much. 



XXX. 9. -^ Greedily htm spedd,"] Eagerly hastened. 



xxnn. 

He wist ^ not how him to decile of Ufe, 
Ne how to win the wished viotoiy, 
Sith^ hici be saw still stfouger grow thioa^ strife, 
And himseHe weaker tfaioagh infirmitj : 
Greatly he grew enraged, and fiiriousljr 
Hurling his sword away he lightly lept 
Upon the beast, that with great crusty 
Rored and raged to be undeikept ; 
Yet he perforce him held, and strokes upon him hept. 

XXXIV. 

As he that istrives to stop a suddein flood, 
And in strong bancks his \dolence restraine, 
Foree& it swell above his wonted mood, 
And largely overflow the frnitfiill plaine. 
That all the countrey seemes to be a maine,^ 
And the rich furrowes flote, all qpiite fordonne^: 
The wofiil! husbandman doth lowd compldbe 
To see his whole yeares labor lost so soone. 
For which to God he made so many an idle boone ^ : 

XXXV. 

So him he held, and did through might amate^ : 
So long he held him, and him bett ^o long. 
That at the last his fiercenes ^m abate. 
And meekely stoup unto the victor strong : 
Who, to avenge the implacable wrong 
Which he supposed donne to Florimell, 
Sought by all meanes his dolor ^ to prolong. 



^ I^Mf, knew. 


• Boene, pvayer. 


« SUh, Binee. 


* Amate, robdoe. 


> Jtfoine, sea. 


^ Dolor, pain. ■ 


•* 'F&rdtmM^ rained. 


• 
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Sitb ^ dint of Steele his carcas could not quell ; 
His maker with her chamies had framed him so well. 

XXXVI. 

The golden ribband, which that Virg^ wore 
About her sclender waste, he tooke in hand, 
And with it bownd the beast that lowd did core 
For great despight of that unwonted band, 
Yet dared not hb victor to withstand. 
But trembled like a lambe fled fiom the pray ; 
And all the way him foUowd on the strand, 
As 3 he had long bene learned to obay ; 
Tet never learned he such service till that day. 

XXXVII. 
Ulnus as be led the beast along the way, 
He spide far off a mighty Giauntesse 
Fast flying, on a courser dapled gray. 
From a bold Knight that with great hardinesse ^ 
Her hard pucsewd, and sought for to suppresse : 
She bcce belbre her lap a ddefiill Squire, 
Lymg athwart her horse in great distresse. 
Fast bounden hand and foote with cords of wire, 
Whome she did meane to make the thrall of her desire. 

XXX VIII. 
Which whents Satyrane beheld, m ha3te 
He lefte his captive beast at liberty. 
And crost the nearest way, by which he cast ^ 
Her to encounter ere she passed by ; 
But she the way shund nathemore ^ forthy,* 

^ 8Uh,mn€»' * C(u(, purposed, resolved. 

' JSm, as if. * Muhemore, none the mofe. 

* Hardinesse^ boldness. ' Farthy, therefore. 



XXXVI'. 6. — FUdfrom the pray."] From the preyer, or spoiler. 
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But forward gaUopt fast ; which when he spyde. 
His mighty speare he couched warily, 
And at her ran ; she, having him deseiyde, 
Herselfe to fight addrest, and threw her lode adde. 

XXXIX. 

like as a goshauke, that in foote doth beare 
A trembling culver,^ having spide on bight 
An eagle that with plumy wings doth sheare* 
The subtile ayre stouping with all his might, 
The quarrey ^ throwes to ground with fell despight, 
And to the batteSl doth herselfe prepare : 
So ran the Geauntesse unto the fight ; 
Her fyrie eyes with furious sparkes did stare, 
And with blasphemous bannes ^ High Grod in peeces tare. 

XL. 
She caught in hand an huge great yron mace, 
Wherewith she many had of life deprived ; 
But, ere the stroke could seize his aymed place, 
His speare amids her sun-brode shield arriv'd ; 
Yet nathemore * the Steele asonder riv'd. 
All ^ were the beame in bignes like a mast, 
Ne her out of the stedfast sadle driv'd ; 
But, glauncing on the tempred metall, brast^ 
In thousand shivers, and so forth beside her past. 

XLI. 
Her steed did stagger with that puissaunt strooke ; 

' CuheTf {adjray Saxon,) dove. * Jfathenufre, none the moie. 

' ShearBf cut. * All, although. 

* Q^rrey, prey. ^ Brasi^ l»oke. 
4 BawMSj curses. 



XL. 3. — Ckndd seize his aymed place.'] Could reach the place at 
which it was aimed or directed. 



C, Vn. THE FAERIE QUEENE. 315 

But she no moFe was moved with that might 
Then ^ it had lighted on an aged oke, 
Or on the marble pilloqr that is pight ^ 
Upon the top of mount Olympus hight, 
For the brave youthly champions to assay 
With burning charet wheeles it nigh to smite ; 
But who that smites^ it mars his ioyous play, 
And is the spectacle of ruinous decay .^ 

XLII. 
Yet, therewith sore enrag'd, with steme regard 
Her dreadfiill weapon she to him addrest. 
Which on his helmet martelled so hard 
That made him low incline his lofty crest. 
And bowd his battred visour to his brest : 

^ T%enf than if. ' Pighty placed. ' Decay, defeat. 



XLl. 5. — Cf mount Olympus higktJ] The chariot races of antiquity 
are here described. At the end of the circus, a pillar was erected, 
round which the chariots turned ; and it was a contest of skill to pass 
as near as possible without touching. The classical reader will recol- 
lect the expression in the first ode of the first book of Horace — 

" Metaque fervidis 

Evitata rotis." 

Spenser makes a singular mistake in supposing that the Olympic 
games were celebrated on Mount Olympus, besides the absurdity of 
laying the scene of a chariot race on the top of a mountain. On this 
account, Church would transfer the blame to the printer, who, as he 
conjectures, transposed the fourth and fifth lines, and that Spenser 
wrote the passage thus — 

. . . ' an aged oke, 

Upon the top of mount Olympus hight, 
Or on the marble pillour that is pight,' 

&c., which seems not improbable. 

XLII. 3. — MarteUed.] Hammered. — Martel is a French word, 
meaning hammer ^ derived from the Latin malleus. 
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Wherewilli he was so stund that he n'ote ^ lydo. 
But reeled to and fio fixHB east to west : 
Which when his cruell enimy espyde. 

She lightly unto him adioyned ^ syde to syde ; 

XLIII. 
And, oa his collar laying puissaunt hand. 
Out of his way^ing seat him pluckt perforse, 
Perforse him pluckt unable to withstand 
Or helpe himselfe ; and laying thwart her hoise. 
In loathly wise like to a carrion oorae, 
She bore him fiist away : which when the Knight 
That her pursewed saw, with great remcxse ^ 
He neare was touched in bis noble spright. 

And gan encrease his speed as she encreast her fli^t. 

XLIV. 

Whom whenas nigh approcfaing she espyAe, 
She threw away her burden angrily ; 
For she list not the batteill to abide, 
But made herselfe more light away to fly : 
Yet her the hardy Knight puisewd so nye 
That almost in the backe he oft her strake : 
But still, when him at hand she did espy, 
She tumd, and semblaunce of faire fight did make ; 
But, when he stayd, to flight agame she did her take. 

XLV. 
By this the good Sir Sat3nrane gan wake 
Out of his dreame that did him loi^ entraunce^ 
And, seeing none in {dace, he gan to make 
Elxceeding mone, and curst that cruell chaunce 

^ A*o(e, could not. ' AdUnftud^ approached, or joined ]ii9i3iel£ 

* JZeflMTM, pity. 



XLIII. 5. — In loathly witeJ] In a disgraceful manner. 
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Which refl; from him so iaire a chevisaunce ^ : 
At length he spyde whereas that wofall Squyre, 
Whom he had reskewed from captivaunce^ 
Of his strong foe, lay tombled in the myre, 
Unable to arise, or foot or hand to styre.^ 

XLVI. 
To whom approching, well he mote perceive 
In that fowle plight a comely pers(»iage 
And lovely face, made fit for to deceive 
Fraile Ladies hart with loves consuming rage, 
Now in the blossome of his freshest age : 
He reard him up, and loosd his yron bands,. 
And after gan mqiure his parentage. 
And how he fell into that Gyaunts hands, 
And who that was which chaced her along the lands. 

XLVII. 
Then trembling yet through feare the Squire bespake ; 
" That Geauntesse Argante b behight,^ 
A daughter of the Titans which did make 
Warre against heven, and heaped hils on hight 
To scale the skyes and put love from his right : 
Her S3rre Typhosus was ; who, mad through merth. 
And dionke with blood of men slaine by his might, 
Through incest her of his owne mother Earth 
Whylome ^ begot, being but halfe twin of that berth : 

XLVIII. 
^ For at that b^:^ another babe she bore ; 
To weet, the mightie OUjrphant, that wrought 
Great wreake^ to many errant Knights of yore, 
And many hath to foule confusion brought. 

> Chevisauneej adventnxe. ^ Bekigkt, caUed. 

* CapHvaune9y captiyity. * Wltylamsj fonneilj. 

' Styrey xnoye. * Wreake, ruin. 

27* 
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These twinnes, men say, (a thing far passing thought,) 
Whiles in their mothers wombe enclosd they were, 
Ere they into the lightsom world were brought, 
In fleshly lust were mingled both yfere,^ 
And m that monstrous wise did to the world appere. 

XLIX. 
" So liv'd they ever after in like sin, 
Gainst natures law and good behaveoure : 
But greatest shame was to that maiden twin ; 
Who, not content so fowly to devoure 
Her native flesh and staine her brothers bowre,^ 
Did wallow in all other fleshly myre, 
And sufFred beastes her body to deflowre ; 
So whot ^ she burned in that lustfull fyre : 
Fet all that might not slake her sensuall desyre : 

L. 

" But over all the countrie she did raunge, 
To seeke young men to quench her flaming thrust,* 
And feed her fancy with delightfuU chaunge : 
Whom so she fittest findes to s^ve her lust. 
Through her maine strength, in which she most doth trust, 
She with her bringes into a secret He, 
Where in etemall bondage dye he must. 
Or be the vassall of her pleasures vile. 
And in all shamefiill sort himselfe with her defile. 

LI. 
" Me seely * wretch she so at vaiuntage caught^ 
After she long in waite for me did lye, 
And meant unto her prison to have brought, 
Her lothsom pleasure there to satisfye ; 

» yfere, together. * JTirust, ihiiet. 

• Satore, chamber. » Seely^ silly, simple. 

» Whot, hoi. 
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That thousand deathes me lever ^ were to dye 
Then hreake the vow that to faire Columbell 
I plighted have, and yet keepe stedfasdy : 
As for my name, it mistreth ^ not to tell ; 
Call me the Squyre of Dames ; that me beseemeth well. 

LII. 
" But that bold Knight, whom ye pursuing saw 
That Geauntesse, is not such as she seemd. 
But a faire Virgin that in martiall law 
And deedes of armes above all Dames is deemd. 
And above many Knightes is eke esteemd 
For her great worth ; she Palladine is bight ^ : 
She you jBx)m death, you me Srom dread, redeemd : 
Ne any may that monster match in fight, 

But she, or such as she, that is so chaste a wight." 

LIII. 
" Her well beseemes that quest,^ " quoth Satyrane : 
" But read,* thou Squyre of Dames, what vow is this. 
Which thou upon thyselfe hast lately ta'ne ? " 
" That shall I you recount," quoth he, " ywis,® 
So be ye pleasd to pardon all amis. 
That gentle Lady whom I love and serve. 
After long suit and wearie servicis. 
Did aske me how I could her love deserve. 

And how she might be sure that I would never swerve. 

Liv. 
<< I, glad by any mieanes her grace to gaine. 

> Mt lever, I would rather. * Quest, expedition. 

* Mislrethy signifieth. * Read, explain. 

* J^kty called. ' Ytois, certainly. 



hlll.i, — That shaU I you recount, quoth Ae.] "The tale of the 
Sqtxyre of DaflieB is a copy of the Host's tale in Ariosto, canto 
XXVm."— Wabtof. 



1 
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Badd her commaund my life to save or spill ^ : 
Eftsoones ^ she hadd me with incessaunt paine 
To wander through the world abroad at will, 
And every where, where with my power or skiD 
I might doe service unto gentle Dames, 
That. I the same should faithfully fiilfill ; 
And at the twelve monethes end should bring their names 
And pledges, as the spolles of my victorious games. 

LV. 
" So well I to faire Ladies service did. 
And found such favour in their loving hartes, 
That, ere the yeare his course bad compassid. 
Three hundred pledges for my good desartes. 
And thrice three hundred thanks for my good partes, 
I with me brought and did to her present : 
Which when she saw, more bent to eke ^ my smartes 
Then ^ to reward my trusty true intent. 
She gan for me devise a grievous punishment ; 

LVI. 
" To weet, that I my traveill should resume, 
And with like labour walke the world arownd^ 
Ne ever to her presence should presume, 
Till I so many other Dames had fownd. 
The which, for all the suit I dould propownd, 
Would me refiise their pledges to a£brd, 
But did abide for ever chaste and sownd." 
" Ah ! gentle Squyre,^* quoth he, << tell at one word^ 
How many fownd'st thou such to put in thy record? " 

LVU. 
" Indeed, Sir Knight," said he, " one word may tell 
All that I ever fownd so wisely stayd,® 

^ Spili, spoil, dMtrej. * Eftsoones, immediatelj. > Eke^ incxewe^ 
^ Than^ than. ^ Stayd^ staid, or discreet. 
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For onely three they were disposd so well ; 
And yet three yeares I now abiode have strayd, 
To find them out." " Mote I," then laughmg sayd 
The Knight, " inquire of thee what were those three, 
The which thy proffired curtesie denayd * ? 
Or ill they seemed sure avizd ® to bee, 
Or brutishly brought up, that nev^r did fashions see." 

LVIII. 
" The first which then refused me," said hee, 
^ Cartes ^ was but a common courtisane ; 
Yet flat refusd to have adoe with mee, 
Because I could not ^ve her many a jane." 
(Thereat full hartely laughed Satyrane.) 
" The second was an holy nunne to chose, 
Which would not let me be her chappeUane, 
Because she knew, she sayd, I would disclose 
Her counsell, if she should her trust in me repose. 

LlX. 
<' The third a damzell was of low degree; 
Whom I in countrey cottage fownd by chaunce : 
Full litle weened I that chastitee 
Had lodging in so meane a maintenaunce ^ ; 
Yet was she fayre, and in her countenaunce 
I)welt simple truth in seemely fashion : 
liOQg thus I woo'd h^ with due observaunce, 
In hope unto my pleasure to have won ; 
But was as far at last, as when I first begon. 



1 Denaydj denied. ' CerUs, tralj. 

' Avizdy disposed. * MaintenaunM, condition. 



LVin. 4. — Many a jane,"] Much money. — JatUy according to Xyr- 
whitt, was a small coin of Genoa, or Janua. 
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LX. 

" Safe ^ her, I never any woman found 
That chastity did for itselfe embrace, 
But were for other causes firme and sound ; 
Either for want of handsome time and place, 
Or else for feare of shame and fowle disgrace. 
Thus am I hopelesse ever to attaine 
My Ladies love, in such a desperate case. 
But all my dayes am like to waste in vaine, 
Seeking to match the chaste with th' unchaste Ladies traine." 

LXI. 
" Perdy," * sayd Sat3n*ane, " thou Squyre of Dames, 
Great labour fondly ^ hast thou hent^ in hand. 
To get small thankes, and therewith many blames ; 
That may emongst Alcides labours stand." 
Thence backe retummg to the former land,' 
Where late he left the beast he overcame. 
He found him not ; for he had broke his band, 
And was retumd againe unto his Dame, 
To tell what tydings of fayre Florimell became. 

* -Safe, save. ■ Perdyy truly. • Fondly ^ foolishly. 

* Hent, taken. ^ Land, place. 



LX. 1. — Safe her, &c.] Let it be remembered that these sentiments 
are put by Spenser into the mouth of a light and vain profligate, and 
that they are no more to be regarded as his own, than the language of 
the fallen angels, in Paradise Lost, is to be deemed as ezpressiye of 
Milton's own opinions. No poet ever had a truer respect for woman 
than Spenser. 

LX. 9. — Seeking to match, &c.] Seeking to make up the number 
of three hundred of each. 

LXL 6.-^ Where laU he le^, &c*] See stanzas XXXVL and 

xxxvni. 
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CANTO VIII. 

The Witch creates a snowy La- 
dy like to Florimell ; , 

Who wrong'd by Carle, by Proteus sav'd, 
Is sought by Paridell. 

I. 
So oft as I this history record, 
My hart doth melt with meere compassion, 
To thinke how causelesse of her owne accord 
This gentle Damzell, whom I write upon. 
Should plonged be in such affliction. 
Without all hope of comfort or reliefe ; 
That sure I weene the hardest hart of stone 
Would hardly finde ^ to aggravate her giiefe : 
For misery craves rather mercy then ^ repriefe.^ 

II. 
But that accursed Hag, her hostesse late, 
Had so enranckled her malitious hart, 
That she desyrd th' abridgement of her fate,^ 
Or long enlargement of her painefuU smart. 
Now when the beast, which by her wicked art 
Late foorth she sent, she backe retouming spyde 
Tyde with her golden girdle ; it a part 

' Finds, choooe. ^ Repriefe^ reproof. 

' Tktn, than. ^ Fate, fated term of life. 



I. 3. — Causdesse cf her owne accord.'] Without any act or eonaent 
of her own. 
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Of Her rich spoyles whom he had earst^ destroyd 
She weend, and wcmdrous gladnes to her hait applyde : 

III. 
And, with it ronning hast'ly to her sonne, 
Thought with that sight him much to have reliv'd*; 
Who, thereby deeming sure the thing as donne, 
Hb former griefe with fiirie fresh reviv'd 
Much more than earst,^ and would have algates ^ riv'd 
The hart out of his brest : for sith ^ her dedd 
He surely dempt,^ bimselfe he thought deprived 
Quite of all hope wherewith he long had fedd 
His foolish malady, and long time had misledd. 

IV. 
With thought whereof exceeding mad he g^^ew> 
And in his rage his mother would have slaine. 
Had she not fled into a secret mew,^ 
Where she was wont her sprightes to entertaine. 
The maisters of her art : there was she faine '' 
To call them all in order to her ayde. 
And them conjure, upon etemall paine, 
To counsell her so carefully ® dismayd 
How she might heale her sonne whose senses were decayd.' 

V. 

By their advice, and her owne wicked wit, 
She there deviz'd a wondrous worke to frame, 
Whose like on earth was never framed yit ; 
That even Nature selfe envide the same. 
And grudg'd to see the counterfet should shame 

^ Earst, befoire. ' MeWf hk^ng-plmoe* 

* ReUv^df leanimated. ^ Faine, glMl. 

> AlgaUs, at any rate. ' Car^dbff sorrowfUly. 

« 8Uky sinoe. * Deeaydy impaind. 

* Dempty deemed. 
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The thmg itselfe: In hand she boldlj tooke 
To make another Uke the former Dame, 
Another FlorimeU, in ahiqpe and looke 

So lively,^ and so like, that many it mistooke* 

VI. 
The substance, whereof she the body made, 
Was purest snow in massy mould ccmgeald, 
Which aba had gatbesed in a shady glade 
Of the Riphoean hils, to her reveald 
By errant^ sprights, but from all men oonoeaU: 
The same she lempred wkh fine meicuiy 
And virgin wex ^ ibaA nerer yet was seald. 
And mingled them yntk perfect veitnily ^ ; 

That like a lively sanguine it seeoid to the eye^ 

VII. 

Instead of eyes two burning lainpes Ae aet 
In silver sockets^ sbyning like the skyes, 
And a qiioke moving spin t did anet s 
To stirre and roll them like to womens eyes : 
Instead of yellow lockes she did devyse 
With golden wyre to weave b^ curled bead : 
Yet golden wyre was not so yellow thryse 
As Fknrimells &yre beare : and, in the stead 
Of life, she put a sqpright to rule the carcas dead ; 

vm. 
A wicked spright, yfraugbt ® with &wning guyle 

1 Uvdy, lifelike. ' Errant^ vwderiag. ' ir«x, wax. 
^ VermUy, -vermilion. * j9rret, appoint. ' Yfraugkt^ fiDed. 



VI. 4. — BipheBa» At^.] These were mountaina (pfobablj iaiagi- 
narj) ia tb» iMvtb of Soythia. The name waa applied to any oold 
mountains. 

Vn. 7. -^ WoB wA 90 yflUoto <lb^0.] Waa not a third part ao yellow. 

VOL. II. 28 
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And fayre resemUance above all the rest, 
Which with the Prince of Daikoaes fell somewhyle ^ 
From havens blis and everlasting rest : 
Him needed not instruct which way woe best 
Himselfe to fashion likest Florimell, 
Ne how to speake, ne how to use his gest^ ; 
For he in counterfesaunce ^ did excell. 
And all the wyles of w^nens wits knew passmg well. 

IX. 
Ifim shaped thus she deckt in garments gay, 
Which Florimell had left behind her late ; 
That whoso tlien her saw, would surely say 
It was herselfe whom it did imitate, 
Or fayrer then herselfe, if ought algate ^ 
Might fayrer be. And then she forth her brought 
Unto her sonne that lay in feeble state ; 
Who seeing her gan streight upstart, and thought 
She was the Liady selfe whom he so long had sought. 

X. 

Tho,* fast her clipping ^ twixt his armes twayne, 
Extremely k>yed in so happy sight. 
And soone forgot his former sickely pa3me : 
But she, the more to seeme such as she hight,^ 
Coyly rebutted ® his embracement light ; 
Yet still, with gentle countenaunce, retained 
Enough to hold a foole in vaine delight : 
Him Icffig she so with shadowes entertain'd, 
As her creatresse had in charge to her-ordain'd : 



^ SomewhifiSj formerly. * 7%o, then. 

* Gestj deportment. * dipping , embracing. 
' Counterfeaauneef comiterfeiting. ^ Hight, was called. 

* Algate, by any meant. ^ Rebuttedy repelled. 
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XL 
T3I on a day, as he disposed was 
To walke the woodes with that his idole ^ faiie. 
Her to disport and idle time to pas 
In th' open freshnes of the gentle air^, 
A Knight that way there chaunced to repairs ; 
Yet Knight he was not, but a boastful! swaine 
That deedes of armes had ever in despaire, 
Proud Braggadocchio, that in vaunting vaine 
His glory did repose sind credit did maintaine. 

XII. 
He, seeing with that Chorle^ so faire a wight 
Decked with nlany a costly ornament. 
Much merveiled thereat, as well he might. 
And thought that match a fowle disparagement: 
His bloody speare eftesoones 3 he boldly bent 
Against the silly Clowne, who dead through feare 
Fell streight to ground in great astonishment: 
" Villem," sayd he, " this Lady is my deare ; 
Dy, if thou it gaunesay : I will away her beare." 

XIII. 
The fearefiill Chorle ^ durst not gainesay nor dooe, 
But trembling stood, and yielded him the pray ; 
Who, 6nding litle leasure her to wooe, 
On Tromparts steed her mounted without stay, 
And without reskew led her quite away. 
Proud man himselfe then Braggadochio deem'd, 
And next to none, after that happy day, 

> IdoU, image. * ChorU, churl. ' Efte80(mes;t immediately. 



XI. 8. — Proud BraggadocehioJ] Braggadocchio appears from the 
third canto of the second book. 

XII. 5. — His bloody speare.'] This is' ironical. 

Xni. 7. — And next to notu.'] That is, second to none. 
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Bdng possessed of that spoyle, which seem'd 
The &]rest wight on ground and most of vaisa esteem'd. 

XIV. 

But, when he saw himselfe free from poursute, 
He gan make gentle purpose ^ to his Dame 
With tennes of love and lewdnesse dissdute ; 
Fcv he oould well his gkning ' speaches frame 
To such vaine uses that him best became : 
But she thereto would lend but light regard. 
As seeming soiy that she ever came 
Into his powre, that used her so hard 
To reave' hear honor which she more then^ life prefiird. 

XV. 

Thus as thej two of kindnes treated long, 
There them by chaunce encountied oa the way 
An armed Knight upon a courser strongs 
Whose trampling feete upon the hollow lay ^ 
Seemed to thunder, and did nigh affiay 
That Ckpons oorage ; yet he looked giim, 
And faynd to cfaeare his Lady in dismay, 
Who seemd for feare to quake in every lim, 
And her to save from outrage meekely prayed him. 

XVI. 
Fiercely that Straunger forward came ; and, nigh 
Approching, with bold words and bitter threait 
Bad that same Boaster, as he mote on high, 
To leave to him that Lady for excheat, 

^ Purposey conyeraation. ' Gloxtngy deceiying. 

' .B#a«e„ take awaj. * Tktn, than. * Lay, lea. 



XV. 3.— ^» armed Kmght.Ji The name of this knight is Sir Fer- 
raogh, as we leani in the second canto of the fourth book. 

XVI. 3. — Ashe mote on highf\ In as peremptory a manner as he oonld. 
XVI. 4.— £M&«at.] £sMeat.>> Lands which are forfeited, or to 
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Or bide ^ him batteiU withotit fiirther treat.* 
That challenge did too perempftory seeme, 
And fild his senses with sLbashment gj*eat ; 
Yet, seeing nigh him ieiopatdy dxtreibe^ 
He it dissembled well, aiid light seemd to esteeme ; 

XVII, 
Saying,^ " Thou foolish Knight, that weenst with Voids 
To steale awaty that I with blbwes have wonne, 
And brought through points of many perilous swords I 
But if thee list to see thy courser ronne, 
Or prove thyselfe ; this sad encounter shonne^ 
And seeke els without hazard of thy hedd." 
At those prowd words that other Knight begonne 
To wex exceeding wroth, and him aredd ' 
To tume his steede about, or sure he should be dedd. 

xvin. 

" Sith ^ then,'* said Braggadochio, " needes thoa wik 
Thy daies abridge, through pfoofe of poissaiHiee ; 
Tume we our steeds ; that both m equall tilt 
May meete agame, and each take happy chauDcei»** 
This said, they both a fiirlongs mounteDaunce^ 
Retird their steeds, to icmne in even nM^e : 
But Braggadochio with his bloody launce 
Once having tumd, no more retumd his free, 
But lefte his Love to losse, and fled himselfe apace. 

XIX. 
The Knight^ him seeing ffie^ bad no reg^ 

> Bidej bid, ofier. * 3Vm(, parley. ' ^edd, told. 

4 aUk^ Binoe. * Mt umimmm tm , dislaiMe. 



ntlueh tlwitt it no heir, eicdbMit or mv«(t totho lord of whom thejin 
iMld. 

28» 
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Him to poursew, but to the Lady rode ; 
And, bavmg her from Tiompart lightly reaid/ 
Upon his courser sett the lovly lode. 
And with her fled away without abode ^ : 
Well weened he, that &irest Florimell 
It was with whom in company he yode,^ 
And so herselfe did alwaies to him tell ; 
So made him thinke himselfe in heven that was in heU. 

XX. 

But Florimell herselfe was far away, 
Driven to great distresse by fortune straunge. 
And taught the carpfull mariner to play,^ 
Sith ^ late mischaunce had her compeld to chaunge 
The land for sea, at randon there to raunge : 
Yett there that cruell queene avengeresse, 
Not satisfyde so &r her to estraunge 
From courtly blis and wonted happinesse, 
Pid heape on her new W?^ye3 pf w^a^ wretcbednesse, 

XXI. 

For, bebg fled into the fishers bote 
For refuge from the monsters cruelty. 
Long so she on the mighty maine did flote. 
And with the tide drove forward carelesly ; 
For th' ayre was milde and cleared was the side, 
And all his windes dan Aeolus did keepe 



> Reardf taken. ' ModSy delay. ' Yod$, went. 

^ Playf act the part of. * Sith, since. 



XX. 1. — Bvt FlorimeU kersdfe,'] See the twenty-seventh stanza of 
the preceding canto. 

XX. 6. — CnuU queene avengeresseJ] Q^eene here is a personifi-- 
cation of Fate, or Destiny, which pursued Florimel with a sort of 
revengeful cruelty. 
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From stirring up their stonmy enmity, 
As pittying to see her waile and weepe ; 
But all the while the fisher did securely sleepe. 

XXII. 

At last when droncke with drowsinesse he woke, 
And S5LW his drover ^ drive along the strearae, 
He was dismayd ; and thrise his brest he stroke, 
For marveill of that accident extreame : 
But when he saw that blazmg beauties beame, 
Which widi rare light his bote did beautifye, 
He marveild more, and thought he yet did dreame. 
Not well awakte ; or that some extasye 
Assotted ^ had his sence, or dazed ^ was his eye. 

XXIII. 
But, when her well avizing ^ hee perceiv'd 
To hfd no vision nor fantasticke sight. 
Great comfort of her presence he conceivM, 
And felt m his old corage * new delight 
To gin awake, and stir his frosen spright : 
Tho ® rudely askte her, how she thether came ? 
" Ah ! " sayd she, " father, I note read "^ aright 
What hard misfortune brought me to this same ; 
Yet am I glad that here I now in safety ame. 

XXIV. 

" But thou, good man, sith ^ far in sea we bee. 
And the great waters gin apace to swell, 
That now no more we can the mayn-land see, 

^ Drover f boat. ^ Corage^ heart, mind. 

' Assotted, bewildered, bewitched. * T%o, then. 

' Dazedy dimmed, dazzled. ^ JVbfa read, cannot explain. 

^ Aoizingj looking at ' Sith, since. 



XXII. 1. — Droncke tnth drowsinesseJ] Tired with sleeping. 
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Have care, I pray, to guide the cock-bote weB, 
Least ^ worse on sea then ^ us on land befell." 
Thereat th' dd man did nought but fondly grin, 
And saide, hb boat the way could wisely tell : 
But his deceiptfiill eyes did never lih ' 
To lod^e oii her iaire face and marke her snowy skin. 

XXV. 

The sight whereof in his congealed flesh 
Infixt such secrete sting of greedy lust, 
That the drie withered stocke it gan refresh. 
And kindled heat, that soone in flame forth brust : 
The driest Wood is sioonest burnt to dust. 
Rudely to her he lept, and his rough hand. 
Where ill became him, rashly would have thrust ; 
But she with angry scohiie him did withstond. 
And shamefiilly reproved h't his hidehes ^nd.'* 

XXVL 
But he, thai never good nor maners knew, 
Her sharpe rebuke ftdl litle did esteeme ; 
Hard is to teach an old horse amUe trew : 
The inward smc^e, that did before but steeme, 
Brc^e into open fire and rage extreme ; 
And now he str^gth gan adde unto his w31, 
Forcyng to doe that did him fowle misseeme : 
Beastly he direwe her downe, ne car'd to spill 
Her garments gay with scales of fish, that all did fill. 

XXVII. 
The silly * Virgin strove him to withstand 

^ Leagty lest. * T%en, than. * Lin, cease. 

* F&nd, fbofiah. « fiftHy, hmocent. 



XXVI. 7. — Forcing to doe, &c.] Using force to do that which 
foully mifbecame him. 
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All that she might, and him m vaine revilcl ; 
Shee strugled strongly both with ioote a^d hmd 
To save her hjaor fiora th?t yillaine vilde. 
And Glide to heven, from humane help eisjid. 
O ! ye brave Knights, that boast this Ijadies love. 
Where be ye now, when die is nigh defild 
Of filthy wretch ! well may she you lepiove 
Of falsehood or of slouth, when most it may behove ! 

XXVIII. 

But if that thou, Sir Satyran, didst weete,^ 
Or thou. Sir Peridure, her sory state. 
How soone would yee assemble many a fleete^ 
To fetch from sea that ye at land lost laite ! 
Towres, citties, kingdomes, ye would ndnate 
In your av^igement and despiteous rage^, 
Ne ought your burning fiury mote abate : 
But, if Sir Calidore could it pres;^^ 

No Uving creature could his cruelty asswage. 

XXIX. 
But, sith^ that none of all her Knights is nye^ 
See how the heavens, of voluntary grace 
And soveraine favor towards cb^tity. 
Doe succor send to her distressed cace : 
So much High God doth mnocence embrace ^1 
It fortuned, whDest thus she stifly strove, 
And the wide sea importuned long space 
With shrilling shriekes, Proteus ^brode did rove, 

Along the fomy waves driving his finny drov^. 

* Weetfi, know. • SUk, since. • Einhraeej protect. 



XXVIII. 1.^ But if tJuU tk<nty 9ir Satyran, &c.] Of the three 
knights, mentioned in this stanza, we are already acquainted with one, 
Sir Satjrane; Sir Calidore we meet hereafter; but of Sir Peridure we 
hear no more. 



334 ffifi FAERIE qUEEN£« B. HI. 

Ixx. 

Proteus is shepheard of the seas of yore. 
And hadi the charge of Neptune's mighty heard ; 
An ajed sire with head all frowy hore,^ 
And sprinckled fixxst upon his deawy beard : 
Who when those pittilull outcries he heard 
Through all the seas so ruefully resownd; 
His charett swifte in hast he thether steard, 
Which with a teeme of scaly Phocas bownd 
Was drawne upon the waves, that fomed him arownd ; 

XXXI. 
And comming to that fishers wandring bote, 
That went at will withouten card or sayle, 
He therein saw that yrkesorae sight, which smote 
Deepe indignation and compassion frayle^ 
Into his hart attonce : streight did he hayle ' 
The greedy villein fiom his hoped pray. 
Of which he now did very little fayle ; 
And with his staffe, that drives his heard astray. 
Him bett so sore, that life and sence did much dismay. 

XXXII. 
The whiles the pitteous lady up did ryse. 
Ruffled and fowly raid^ with filthy soyle, 
And blubbred ^ face with teares of her faire eyes ; 
Her heart nigh broken was with weary toyle. 
To save herselfe fix)m that outrageous spoyle : 
But when she looked up, to weet ® what wight 
Had her fiom so infamous fact assoyld,"^ 
For shame, but more for feare of his grim sight, 
Downe in her lap she hid her face, and lowdly shright.® 

> Frowy korej mossy hoar. " * Blvhbred, disfigured with weeping. 

• Frayle, tender. • Weet, learn. 

' Hayle f hale, drag. ^ Assoyld, rescued. 

* Raid, disfigured. * Skright, shrieked. 
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XXXIIL 

Herselfe not saved yet from daunger dredd 
She thought, bat chauDg'd from one to other feare : 
like as a fearefiiU partridge, that is fledd 
From the sharpe hauke which her attached ^ neare^ 
And fals to ground to seekc for succor theare, 
Whereas the hungry spaniells she does spye 
With greedy iawes her ready for to teare : 
In such distresse and sad perplexity 
Was Florimell, when Proteus she did see her by. 

XXXIV. 
But he endevored with speaches milde 
Her to recomfi»t, and accourage bold, 
Bidding her feare no more her foeman vilde. 
Nor doubt himselfe } and who he was her told : 
Yet all that could not from affiight her hold, 
Ne to recomfort her at all prevayld ; 
For her faint hart was with the frosen cold 
Benumbd so inly that her wits nigh fayld. 
And all her sences with abashment quite were quayld. 

XXXV. 

Her up betwixt his rugged hands he reard. 
And with his fiory ^ lips foil softly kist. 
Whiles the cold ysickles from his rough beard 
Dropped adowne upon her yvory brest : 
Yet he himselfe so busily addrest,^ 
That her out of astonishment he wrought ; 
And, out of that same fishers filthy nest 
Removing her, into his charet brought, 
And there with many gentle termes her feire besought. 

> Attacked^ attacked. ' Frory, firozen. ' Addrest, busied, employed. 

XXXIV. 2. — Accourage bold.'] Encourage so that she might feel 
secuie. 
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kxxvli 

but that old leacbour, which with bdd assault 
That beautie durst {wesume to violate, 
He c:3t ^ to punish for his haipous fault : 
Then tooke be him yet trenoUing sith ^ of late 
And tyde behind bis charet, to aggrate^ 
The Viigin whom he had abusde so sore ; 
So drag'd him through the waves in scc«nfiil state, 
And after cast him up upon the shoce ; 
But Fbrimell wilh him unto bis bowie^ he bore. 

xxxvu. 

I£s bowre^ is in the bottom of the maine, 

Under a migbtie rocke gainst which dpe rave 

The raring billowes in their proud disdained, 

That with the angry woddng of the wave 

Therein is eaten out an hoUow cave, 

That seemes rough njiasons hand with en^es keene 

Had long while laboured it to engrave ^ : 

There was his wonae ^ ; ne living wight was seene 

Save one old nymph, bight '^ Panope, to k^pe it deane. 

XXX vm. 
Thether he brought the soiy FlorimeU, 
And entertained her the best he might, 
(And Panope h^ entertamd dee well,) 
As an immortall mote a mortall wight, 
To winne her liking unto bis delight : 
With flattering wordes he sweetly wooed her^ 
And offered fake guiftes t' allure her sight ; 
But she both o£Ebrs and the o&rer 

Despysde, and all the fawning of the flatteier. 

» Cast, resolyedi » Engrave, cut out. 

• SUh, since. • Wonne, dwelling. 

' MggraU, please. 7 BSght, called. 
^ Bawre, residence. 
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XXXIX. 
Dayly he tempted her with this or that, 
And never suffied her to be at rest : 
But evermore she him reiiised flat, 
And all his fiuned kbdnes did* detest; 
So firmely she had sealed up her brest 
Sometimes he boasted that a god he hight ^ ; 
But she a mortall creature loved best : 
Then he would make himselfe a mortall wight ; 
But then she said she lov'd none but a Faeiy Knight. 

XL. 
Then like a Faerie Knight himselfe he drest ; 
For eveiy shape on him he could endew : 
Then like a kmg he was to her exprest, 
And offied kingdoms unto her in vew 
To be his Leman and his Lady trew: 
But, when all this he nothing saw prevaile, 
With harder meaneshe cast^ her to subdew, 
And with sharpe threates her often did assayle ; 
So thinking for to make her stubbome corage quayle. 

XLI. 
To dreadfiill shapes he did himselfe transfbnne : 
Now like a gyaunt ; now like to a feend ; 
Then like a centaure ; then like to a storme 
Raging within the waves : Thereby he weend 
Her will to win unto his wished eend : 
But when with feare, nor favour, nor with all 
He ds could doe, he saw hknselfe esteemd, 
Downe in a dongeon deepe he let her fall. 
And threatned there to make her his etemall thralL 

^ H^^t WM called. * Gbj(, endeavored. 

TOL. II. 99 
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XLli. 

Eternall thrftldome was to her more liefe ^ 
Then * losse of chastitie, or chaunge of love : 
Dye had she rather in tormenting griefe 
Then * any should of falsenesse her reprove, 
Or loosenes, that she lightly did remove.3 
Most vertuous Virgin ! glory be thy meed, 
And crowne of heavenly prayse with saintes above. 
Where most sweet hjrmnes of this thy famous deed 
Are still emongst them song, that far my rymes exceed : 

XLIII. 
Fit song of* angels caroled to bee ! 
But yet whatso my feeble Muse can frame, 
Shal be t' advance thy goodly chastitee, 
And to enroll thy memorable name 
In th' heart of every honourable Dame, 
That they thy vertuous deedes may imitate. 
And be partakers of thy endlesse lame. 
Yt yrkes me leave thee in this wofull state. 
To tell of Satyrane where I him left of late : 

XLIV. 
Who having ended with that Squyre of Dames 
A long discourse of his adventures vayne,^ 
The which himselfe then ^ Ladies more de&mes. 
And finding not th' hyena to be slayne. 
With that same Squjrre retoumed backe againe 
To his first way : And, as they forward went. 
They spyde a Knight fayre pricking on the playne, 

^ More Ueje^ preferable. ' 7%e», than. ' Renume^ change. 
* Of by. • Vayne, fruitlesg. 



XLIII. 9. — Of UUcI At the end of the preceding canto. 
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As if he were on some adventure bent, 
And in his port appeared manly hardiment.^ 

XLV. 
Sir Satyrane him towardes did addresse, 
To weet^ what wight he was/ and what his quest ^: 
And, comming nigh, eftsoones ^ he gan to gesse 
Both by the burning hart which on his brest 
He bare, and by the colours in his crest. 
That Paridell it was : Tho^ to him yode,^ 
And, him saluting as beseemed best, 
Gan first inquire of tydinges farre abrode ; 
And afterwardes on what adventure now he rode. 

XLVI. 
Who thereto answering said ; " The tydinges bad, 
Which now in Faery Court all men doe tell, 
Which turned hath great mirth to mourning sad, 
Is the late ruine of proud Marinell, 
And suddein parture' of fairer Florimell 
To find him forth: and after her are gone 
All the brave Knightes, that doen in armes excell, 
To savegard ® her ywtodred ^ all alone ; 
Emongst the rest my lott (unworthy') is to be one." 

XLVII. 
" Ah ! gentle Knight," said then Sir Satjrrane, 

' Hardiment, courage. ' YodSy went. 

' fVeetf learn. ^ Parture, departure 

' Qtte«f, object of pursuit. * Savegard, safeguard, protect. 

* Eftsoones, inunediately. ' Ytoandred, wandering. 

* 7%o, then. 



XLV. 6. — TTuU Paridell it wasJ] This is the first appearance of 
Paridell. We are nowhere informed how he and Satyrane became ac- 
quainted. Paridell is an agreeable and accomplished libertine. The 
** burning hart " is also a part of the description of Lechery in the 
fourth canto of the first book. ParideU, according to Upton, repre- 
sents the earl of Westmoreland. 
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<< Thy labour all is lost, I greatly dread, 
That hast a thankksse service cm thee ta'ne. 
Ana offiest sacrifice unto the dead : 
For dead, I surely doubt/ thou maist aread ' 
Henceforth for ever Florimell to bee ; 
That all the noble Knights of Maydeoheadi 
Which hear ador'd, may sore repent ' with niee„ 
And all foiie Ladies may for ever sory bee.'* 

XLVIII. 
Which wcNPdes when Paridell had heard, his hew 
Gan greatly chaung, and seemd dismaid to bee ; 
Then sayd ; <' Fayre Sir, how may I we^ie it trew« 
That ye doe tell in such uncerteintee ? 
Or speeke ye of report, or did ye see 
lust cause of dread, that makes ye doubt^ so sore? 
For perdie ^ dies ^ how mote it ever bee, 
That ever hand should dare fx to engore ^ 
Her noble blood ! The bevens such crueltie abhore." 

XLTX. 
" These eyes did see that they wiQ ever rew '' 
T' have seene," quoth he, <^ whenas a monstrous beast 
The palfrey whereon she did travell slew, 
And of his bowels mad^ his bloody feast: 
Which speakbg token sheweth at the least 
Her certein losse, if not her sure decay ^: 
Besides, that more suspicion encreast, 
I found her golden girdle cast astray, 
Distaynd with durt and blood, as reiique of the pray." 

> Doti^f , fear. * Eaes,e]ae. 

* nSread^ deem. * Engore^ shed. 

• Repent, grieve. ^ JRew, pity. 

^ Perdu, tnilj. > Decay, destruction, death. 



XLIX. 8. — Ifnmd her gMen girdU eatl metray.} In the feoond 
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L. 

^* Ah me ! " said ParideU, ^^ the signes be sadd ; 
And, but God tume the same to good soothsay,^ 
That Ladies safetie is sore to be dradd.^ : 
Ifet will I not forsake my forward way, 
Till triall doe more cerCeine truth bewray." 
" Faire Sir," quoth he, " well may it you succeed ! 
Ne long shall Satyrane behind you stay ; 
But to the rest, which in this quest ^ proceed. 
My labour adde, and be partaker of their speed." 

LI. 
^' Ye noble Knights," said then the Squyre of Dames, 
" Well may yee speede in so praiseworthy payne ! 
But sith ^ the sunne now ^nes ^ to slake his beames 
In deawy vapours of the westeme mayne. 
And lose therteme out of his weary wayne, 
Mote not mislike you also to abate 
Your zealous hast, till morrow next againe 
Both light of heven and strength of men relate ^ : 
Which if ye please, to yonder Castle tume your gate." 

LII. 

Hat counsell pleased well ; so all yfere '^ 
Forth marched to a Castle them before ; 
Where soone arriving they restrained were 
Of ready entraunce, which ought evermore 
To errant Knights be commune : Wondrous sore 

1 Sooiktayj omen. * Giimti, begins. 

' Dradd^ dreaded. ' Relate, bring back. 

* QiM0t, pnnait. ^ Yfere, togeihei. 
^ SUh,wimce. 

■tenza of this book, we are told that the beast went back with the 
girdle to the witch. 

29* 
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Thereat displeasd they were, till that young Squyre 
Gan them informe the cause why that same dore 
Was shut to all which lodgmg did desyre : 
The which to let you weet ^ will further time requyre. 
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CANTO IX. 

Malbecco will no straunge Knights host,* 

For peevish gealoey : 
Paridell giusts with Britomart: 

Both shew their auncestry. 

1. 
Redoububd Knights, and honorable Dames, 
To whom I leveli ^ all my labours end, 
Right sore I feare least ^ with unworthy blames 
This odious argument ^ my rymes should shend,^ 
Or ought your goodly patience ofiend, 
Whiles of a wanton Lady 1 doe write, 
Which with her loose incontinence doth blend • 
The shyning glor}*^ of your soveraine light ; 
And knighthood fowle defaced by a faithlesse Knight. 

II. 
But never let th' ensample of. the bad 

Offend the good : for good, by paragone "^ 

Of evill, may more notably be rad ® ; 

As white seemes fayrer matcht with blacke attone * : 

Ne all are shamed by the fault of one: 

> Hostf entei^in. ^ Blend^ blind, dim. 

' Levelly aim, direct. "^ Paragone, contrast. 

* iMist, lest. ' Radj perceived. 

* Argument, snbject. ' Attone, at one, together. 

* l^end, disgrace. 



I. 9. — Jind knighthood, &c.] And of knighthood, &c. 
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For lo ! in heven, whereas all goodnes is 
EmcMigst the angeb, a whole le^ne 
Of wicked sprightes did &11 from happy bhs ; 
What wonder then if one, of women all, did ims ^ ? 

III. 
Then listen^ Lordings, if ye Ust to weet' 
The cause why Satyrane and Paridell 
Mote not be entertaynd, as seemed meet, 
Into that Castle, as that Squyre does tell. 
^^ Therein a cancred crabbed Carle' does dweD, 
That has no skill of court nor courtesie, 
Ne cares what men say of him iU or well : 
For all his dayes he drownes in privitie, 
Tet has full large to live and spend at libertie. 

IV. 
" But all his mind is set on mucky ^ pelfe, 
To hoord up heapes of evill-gotten masse,^ 
For which he others wrongs, and wreckes himsdfe : 
Tet he is lincked ^ to a lovely Lasse, 
Whose beauty doth her bounty "^ iar surpasse : 
The which to him both far unequall yeares 
And also far unlike conditions ® has ; 
For she does ioy to play emongst her peares, 
And to be free frcxn hard restraynt and gealous feores. 

V. 

" But he is old, and withered like hay, 

' MiSfen, ' Wut^lwm,. 

* CamenderaUed (UurU, ill-natozed old mui. « JIffcdfcy, vile. 

* i¥<MM, wealth. * Unektdf married. 

7 Binmtyf goodnesa. * OmditUmSj tastea. 

m. B,^J%enU, 6ui.] The Squire of Damea here begina hia lUUh 
ratiye. 
IV. 6 — J%e v^Uek,] Who; that ia, hia wile. 
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Unfit faire Ladies service to supply ; 
The privie guilt whereof makes him alway 
Suspect her truth, and keepe coQtinuall spy 
Upon her with his other blincked ^ eye ; 
Ne suffieth he resort of living wight 
Approch to her, ne keep her company, 
But in close bowre ^ her mewes ^ fix)m all mens sight, 
Depriv'd of kindly ioy and naturall delight. 

VI. 
" Malbecco he, and Hellenore she hight ^; 
Unfitly yokt together in one teeme. 
That is the cause why never any Knight 
Is suffied here to enter, but^ he seeme 
Such as no doubt of him he need misdeeme." 
Thereat Sir Satyrane gan srnyle, and say ; 
" Extremely mad the man I surely deeme 
That weenes, with watch and hard restraynt, to stay 
A womans will which is disposd to go astray. 

VII. 
^^ In vaine he feares that which he cannot shonne : 
For who wotes ^ not, that womans subtiltyes 
Can guylen ^ Argus, when she list misdonne ? 
It is not yron bandes, nor hundred eyas, 
Nor brasen walls, nor many wakefull spyes, 

^ BUnckedf dim. * Bvt, unless. 

' Bowre, chamber, room. * Wotes, knows. 

' Mewes, secludes. ' Guylen, deceive. 
* Right, is called. 

V. 5. — His other blincked eyeJ] OMer, according to Upton, means 
Ufi, 

Yl,A.-~^ByJt he seeme, &o.] Unless he seems to be such as can 
afiford no occasion for doubt or suspicion. 

VII. 3. — IVhen she list misdonne.'\ When she wishes to do wrong. 



1 
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That can withhold her wilfuU-wandring feet ; 
But fast goodwill, with gende courtesyes. 
And timely service to her pleasures meet, 
May her perhaps containe ^ diat else would algates ^ fleet.^ '' 

VIII. 

" Then is he not more mad," sayd Paiidell, 
'^ That hath himselfe unto such service sold, 
In doleilill thraldome all his dayes to dwell ? 
For sure a foole I doe him firmely hold, 
That loves his fetters, though they were of gold. 
But why doe wee devise of others ill, 
Whyles thus we suflfer this same Dotard old 
To keepe us out in scome, of his owne will. 
And rather do not ransack all, and himselfe kill ? " 

IX. 
" Nay, let us first," sayd Satyrane, " entreat 
The man by gentle meanes, to let us in ; 
And afterwardes affiay with cruell threat, 
Ere that we to eflbrce it doe begin : 
Then, if all fayle, we will by force it win. 
And eke reward the wretch for his mesprise,^ 
As may be worthy of his haynous sin." 
That counsell pleasd : Then Paridell did rise. 
And to the Casde-gate appiocht in quiet wise: 

X. 

Whereat soft knocking, entrance he desyrd. 
The good man ^ selfe, which then the porter playd, 
Him answered, that all were now retyrd 
Unto their rest, and all the keyes convayd 

^ ContamBf detain. * MgaUs, at all events. ' Fleets flit, flee 
^ Mesprisef insolence. * Good manj master <^the hoiue. 

ym. 8. — (y Aiff oume loiK.] Thus gratifying his own wilL 



^^l^fcM 
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Unto their Maister who in bed was layd, 
That none him duist awake out of his dreme ; 
And therefore them of patience gently prayd. 
Then Paridell began to chaunge his theme, 
And threatned him with force and punishment extrane. 

XI. 
But all in vaine ; for nought mote him relent ; 
And now so long before the wicket fast 
They wayted, that the night was forward spent, 
And the faire welkin ^ fowly overcast 
Gan blowen up a bitter stormy blast, 
With showre and bayle so horrible and dred, 
That this faire many ^ were compeld at last 
To fly for succour to a little shed. 
The which beside the gate for swyne was ordered. 

xii; 

It fortuned, soone after they were gone, 
Another Knight, whom tempest thether brought, 
Came to that Castle, and with earnest mone, 
like as the rest, late entrance deare ^ besought ; 
But, like so as the rest, he prayd for nought ; 
For flatly he of entrance was refusd : 
Sorely thereat he was displeasd, and thought 
How to avenge himselfe so sore abusd. 
And evermore the Carle of courteae accusd. 

» Wdkin, sky. • Manyf company. ' Deare, earnestly. 



X. 7.—Jind therefore them, &o.] And therefore appealed to their 
patience or forhearance to excuse his denying them admittance. 

XII. 2.'—Jinoiher Ktdght.] This is Britomart. 

XII 9 — Cjf eourtesie aecusd.] Accused him as being without cour- 
tesy. 
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xin. 

But, to avoyde th* intoUerable stowre/ 
He was compeld to seeke some refuge neare^ 
And to that shed, to shiowd him from the showre, 
He came, which full of guests he found whyleare,^ 
So as he was not let to enter there : 
Whereat he gan to wex exceeding wroth, 
And swore that he would lodge with them yfere' 
Or them dislodg, all * were they liefe ^ or loth ; 
And so defyde them each, and so defyde them both. 

XIV. 
Both were fiill loth to leave that needfull tent,^ 
And both full loth in darkenesse to debate '' ; 
Yet both fiill liefe ^ him lodging to have lent, 
And both full liefe ^ his boasting to abate : 
But chiefely Paridell his hart did grate ^ 
To heare him threaten so despightfiilly, 
As if he did a dogge in kenell rate 
That durst not barke ; and rather had he dy 
Then,® when he was diefyde, in coward comer ly. 

XV. 

Tho,^® hastily remounting to his steed, 
He forth issew'd ; like as a boystrous wmde, 
Which in th' earthes hollow caves hath long ben hid 
And shut up fast within her prisons blind. 
Makes the huge element, against her kinde,^^ 
To move and tremble as it were dghast, 

1 Stowre, storm. ' DAaUy fight 

* Wk^eare, before. * His hart did graU^ feh indignant. 
' ijere, together. • 7%«ii, than. 

« All, although, whether. ^° Tho, then. 

* Liefe, willing. " lESinde, nature. 



• 



TtfftI, shelter. 
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Untill that it an issew forth may finde ; 
Then forth it breakes, and with his furious blast 
Confounds both land and seas, and skyes doth overcast. 

XVI. 
Their steel-hed speares they strongly coucht, and met 
Together with impetuous rage and forse. 
That with the teirour of their fierce affiet ^ 
They rudely drove to ground both man and horse, 
That each awhile lay like a sencelesse corse* 
But Paridell sore brused with the blow 
Could not arise, the counterchaunge to scorse ; 
Till that young Squyre him reared fiom below ; 
Then drew he his bright sword, and gan about him throw. 

XVII. 
But Satyrane forth stepping did them stay, 
And with faire treaty pacifide their yre : 
Then, when they were accorded® from the fray, 
Against that Castles Lord they gan conspire, 
To heape on him dew vengeaunce for his hire. 
They beene agreed, and to the gates they goe 
To bum the same with unquenchable fire. 
And that uncurteous Carle, their commune foe. 
To doe fowle death to die, or wrap in grievous woe. 

^ Agrtt^ encounter. * Accorded, made to agree. 



XVI. 7. — The counterdiaunge to scorseJ] To make a fair exchange ; 
i. e. of blows on foot. 

XVII. 7. — With unquenchable fire,] Todd usks how they could pro- 
cure fire on so stormy a night ; a question reminding one much more 
of an advocate arguing against a statement in a deposition than of a 
true critic. 

XVII. 9.-^ To doe fmsie death to die.'] To make or cause to die a 
foul death. 

VOL. n. 30 
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XVIII. 

Malbecoo seeing them resoWd in deed 
To flame the gates, and hearing them to call 
For 6re in earnest, ran with fearfiill speed, 
And, to them calling from the castle wall, 
Besought them humbly him to beare withall, 
As ignorant of servants bad abuse 
And slacke attendaunce unto stiaungers call. 
The Knights were willing all things to excuse. 
Though nought belev'd, and entraunce late did not refijse. 

XIX. 
They beene ybrought mto a comely bowre,^ 
And s^rvd of all things that mote neediidl bee ; 
Yet secretly their hoste did oq them lowre. 
And welcomde more for feare then * charitee ; 
But they dissembled what they did not see. 
And welcomed themselves. Each gan undight 
Their garments wett, and weary armour free, 
To dry themselves by Vulcanes flaming light, 
And eke their lately bruzed parts to bring in plight.^ 

XX. 

And eke that straunger Knight emongst the rest 
Was for like need enforst to disaray : 
Tho,* whenas vailed * was her lofty crest,* 
Her golden locks, that were in tramells gay 

' Bowre, chamber. * T%o, then. 

' 7%«ii,than. • Vailed, laid down. 

' Bring in plight, restore, heal. * Crest, helmet. 



XIX. 5. — But they dissembled, &c.] They took no notice of Mal- 
becco's want of hospitality, but welcomed themselves. *^ What they 
did not see " was Malbecco's hospitality, which was not tendered. 

XX. 4. — intrameUsgay 

Upbounden.'] Braided and twined round the head. 
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Upbounden, did themselves adowne display 
And raught ^ unto her heeles ; like sunny beameSi 
That in a cloud their light did long time stay, 
Their vapour vaded,^ shewe their goldeiv gleames. 
And through the persant aire shoote forth their azure streames* 

XXI. 

Shee also dofte^ her heavy haberieon,^ 
Which the faire feature of her limbes did hyde ; 
And her well-plighted ^ frock, which she did won • 
To tucke about her short when she did ryde, 
Shee low let fall, that flowd from her lanck'^ syde 
Downe to her fix)t with carelesse modestee. 
Then of them all: she plainly was espyde 
To be a woman-wight, unwist to bee, 
The fairest woman-wight tliat ever eie did see. 

XXII. 
Like as Bellona (being late retumd 
From slaughter of the giaunts conquered ; 
Where proud Encelade, whose wide nosethrils bumd 
With breathed flames like to a flimace redd, 
Transfixed with her speare downe tombled dedd 
From top of Hemus by him heaped bye ;) 
Hath loosd her helmet from her lofty hedd. 
And her Gorgonian shield gins to untye 
From her lefte arme, to rest in glorious victorye. 

^ Raught, reached. * Vaded, evaded, dispersed. ' Dofte, took off. 

^ Haieriean, coat of mail. * WeU-pligktedy well-folded. 

* Did wm, was wont. ^ Lanek, slender. 



XX. 9. — Through the^persarU aire.'] Piercing through the air. 

XXI. 8. — Unwist to bee."] Unknown to be so ; that is, till then. 

XXII. 3. — Proud Encdade.l Enceladus was a giant, killed, how- 
ever, by Jupiter, and buried under Mount i&tna. 

XXII. 8. — Her Gorgonian shidd.] Bellona is often confounded 
with Minerva, as in the present stanza. 



i 
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XXIII. 

Wbicb whenas they beheld, they smitten were 
With great amazemeot of so wondrous sight ; 
And each on other, and they aU on her, 
Stood gazbg ; as if sudddn great affright 
Had them surprizd : At last arising ^ right 
Her goodly personage and glorious hew, 
Which they so much mistooke, they toc^e delight 
In th^ first error, and yett still anew 
With wonder of her beauty fed their hongry vew : 

XXIV. 
Yet n'ote^ their honffyvew be satisfide, 
But, seeing, still the more desir'd to see, 
And ever firmely fixed did abide 
In contempladon of divinitee : 
But most they mervaild at her chevalree 
And noble piowesse which they had approved, 
That much they &ynd ^ to know who she mote bee ; 
Yet none of all them her thereof amov'd ; 
Yet every one her likte, and every one her lov'd. 

XXV. 

And Paridell, though partly discontent 
With his late &11 and fowle mdignity. 
Yet was soone wonne his malice to relent. 
Through gratious regard of her faire eye. 
And knighdy worth which he too late did try. 
Yet tried did adore. Supper was dight ^ ; 
Then they Malbecco prayd of courtesy, 

* Avising, discerning^. ' Faynd, desired. 

« JfoU, could not. * Digld, prepared. 



XXrV. 8,— Her thereof anuwU] Prevailed upon her to teU who 
«he was. 
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That of his Lady they migfat have the right 
And company at meat, to doe them more delist. 

XXVI. 
But he, to shifie^ their curious request^ 
Gan causen^ why she could not come in pkce ; 
Her erased ^ helth, her late recoorse to rest, 
And humid evening ill for sicke felkes cace : 
But none of those excuses could take pAace^ ; 
Ne would they eate, till she in presence came : 
Shee came in f»esence with right comely grace. 
And fiiirely them saluted, as became, 
And shewd herselfe in all a gentle courteous Dame. 

XXVII. 
They sate to meat ; and Satyrane his chaunce 
Was her before, and Paridell beside ; 
But he himselfe sate looking still askaunce 
Gainst Britomart, and ever closely eide 
Sir Sat3rrane, that glaunces might not g^de : 
But his blinde eie, that sided ^ Paridell, 
All his demeasnure® from his sight did hide: 
On h^ faire face so did he feede bis fill. 
And sent close '' messages of love to lier at will : 

XXVIII. 

And ever and anone, when none was ware,® 
With speaking lookes, that close embassage^ bore, 
He rov'd^® at her, and told his secret caie ; 

^ Sh^f evode^ * DemeasnMr$^ demeanor, oondiiet 

* Ctuuen^ WBngn leaBoni. ^ dose, secret 

* Crasedf impaired. • Ware, observing. 

* Take place, ba.ye efBdct ' Close embassage, MeetetmetauEkg. 

* Sided, WM on the side towaxdt. >® Ro9*d, diot 



XXYll. 9, — He himseife,^ Malbeeeo. 
30* 
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F<k all that art he learned had of yore : 
Ne was she ignoraunt of that leud lore^ 
But in his eye his meaning wisely redd, 
And with the like him aunswerd everoKire : 
Shee sent at him one f3rrie dart, whose hedd 
Empoisned was with privy Just and gealous dredd. 

XXIX. 

He from that deadly throw made no defence, 
But to the wound his weake heart opened wyde: 
The wicked engine through false influence 
Past through his eies, and secretly did glyde 
Into bis heart, which it did sorely gryde/ 
But nothing new to him was that same paine, 
Ne paine at all ; for he so ofte had tryde 
The powre thereof, and lovM so oft in vaine. 
That thmg of course he counted, love to entertaine. 

XXX. 

Thenceforth to her he sought to intimate 
His inward griefe, by meanes to him well knowne : 
Now Bacchus fruit out of the silver plate 
He on the table dasht, as overthrowne. 
Or of the fruitfuU liquor overflowne ; 
And by the dauncing bubbles did divine. 
Or therem write to lett his love be showne ; 
Which well she redd out of the learned line : 
A sacrament prophane in mistery of wine. 

XXXI. 

And, whenso of his hand the pledge she raught,^ 
The guilty cup she fained to mistake. 
And in her lap did shed her idle draught, 
Shewmg desire her inward flame to slake. 

pierce. * Raught^ leaoiied. 
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By such close signes they secret way did make 
Unto their wils, and one eies watch escape : 
Two eies him needeth, for to watch and wake^ 
Who lovers will deceive. Thus was the ape, 
By their faire handling, put into Malbeccoes cape< 

XXXII. 

Now, when of meats and drinks they had their fill. 
Purpose was moved hy ^at gentle Dame 
Unto those Knights adventurous, to tell 
Of deeds of armes which unto them became^^ 
And every one his Kindred and his Name. 
Then Paridell, in whom a kindly ^ pride 
Of gratious speach and skill his words to firame 
Abounded, being glad of so fitte tide ^ 
IGm to commend to her, thus spake, of al ^ell eide : 

xxxin. 

'* Troy, that art now nou^t but an idle name, 

And in thine ashes buried low dost lie, 

Though whilome ^ far much greater then ^ thy fiune. 

Before that angry Gods and cruell skie 

Upon thee heapt a direfull destinie ; 

What boots it boast thy gk>rious descent, 

^ BeeamBf happened. ^ WhUom^y formerly. 

' Kindly^ natural. * Then, than. 

' lidej opportunity. 



XXXI. 8. — Thus VMS the. ape, SlcJ] Cape is cap. To pat the ape 
into one's cap, is, according to Upton, a proverbial expression for nuip 
king a fool of him. Thus Chaucer has — 

'< The monke put in the mannes hode [hood] an ape 
And in his wife's eke." 

' Prioresses Prologue. 

XXXII. 9,^qfaLwdl eu2«.] Attentively observed by all. 
XXXm. 6. — What booU it boagtj &c.] * What use is it to boaat of 
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And fetch fifom heven thy great genealpgie^ 
Sith ^ all thy worthie prayses being blent 
Their o&pring hath embaste, and later glory shent ! 

XXXIV. 

^* Most fiuDOus Worthy of the world, by whome 
That warre was kindled which did Troy inflame, 
And stately towres of Uion whilome^ 
Brought Unto balefiill mine, was by name 
Sir Paris &r renowmd through noUe fame ; 
Who, through great prowesse and bold hardinesse. 
From Lacedaemon fetcht the fayrest Dame 
That ever Greece did boast, or Knight possesse, 
Whom Venus to him gave for meed of worthinesse ; 

XXXV. 

*'Fa3rrB Helene, flowre of beautie excellent, 
And ^lond of the mi^ty conquerours, 
Thi^ madest many ladies deare^ lament 
The heavie losse of their brave paramours, 
Which they far off beheld from Trojan toures. 
And saw the fieldes of fiure Scamander strowne 
With carcases of noble warrioures, 
Whose firuitlesse lives were under fiirrow soiyne. 
And Xanthus sandy bankes with blood all overflowne ! 

> SUhj since. ' WkUdmej fonnerly. * Dear^, dearly. 



tby glorioiw deocent, «kd fetch thy great genealogy from heaven, since, 
all thy formerly deserved glories heing lilemished or spoiled, the 
descendants of those former great men (that is, the present generatiiMi) 
have become base, and thy glory has been tarnished in later times?' 

XXXV . 8. — Whose firtdtlesse liveSf &c.] These warriors lost their 
lives to no purpose, and therefore are compared to seeds which are 
thrown into the furrow, but do not come up and bear fruit. 

XXXV. 9. — Xsntftus.] Scamander and Xanthus are different names 
of the same river. 
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XXXVl. 

^' From him my linage I derive aright, 

Who long befiire the ten yeares siege of Txoj, 

Whiles yet on Ida he a shepeheard hight,^ 

On iaire Oenone got a lovely boy. 

Whom, {(X ronembrance of her passed ioy. 

She, of bis iather, Parius did name ; 

Who, after Greekes did Priams realme destroy, 

Gathred the Trojan reliqiies sav'd fixxn flame, 

And, with them sayling thence, to th' isle of Paros came. 

XXXVII. 
" That was by him cald Paros, which befiure 
Higfat ^ Nausa ; thero he many yeares did rainei 
And built Nausicle by the Pontick shore ; 
The which he dying lefte next in r^naine 
To Paridas his sonne, 
From whom I Paridell by kin descend : 
But, tx faire ladies love and glories gaine, 
My native soile have lefle, my dayes to spend 

In seewing^ deeds of annes, my lives and labofs end.'* 

XXXVIII. 
Whenas the noble Britomart heard tdl 
Of Trojan warres and Priams citie sackt, 
(The ruefiiU story of Sir Paridell,) 
She was empas»ond ' at that piteous act,^ 
With zelous envy * of Greekes cruell feet ® 
Against that Nation, from whose race of old 

* ERgkif WW called. ' Seewing, punning. ' Empasnandy moved. 
^ Jieif nanrntire. * En»y^ indignation. * Fmel^ deed. 



XXXVI. 4. — On fUre OeiumSy &c.] Paris had a aon by Oenone, 
a nymph of Mount Ida, before he went to Sparta. The lest of thia 
najrative is the poet's own invention. 

XXXVII. 4. — /Text in rmnaine.'] Next in remainder. 
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She heard that she was lineally extract: 
For noble Britons sprong fiom Trojans bold, 
And Troynovant was built of old Troyes ashes cold. 

XXXIX. 

Then, sighing soft awhile, at last she thus : 
" O lamaitable fall of famous towne. 
Which raignd so many yeares victorious. 
And of all Asie bore the soveraine crowne. 
In one sad niglit consumd and throw^i downe ! 
What stony hart, that heares thy haplesse fate. 
Is not empierst with deepe compassiowne. 
And makes ensample of mans wretched state. 
That floures so fresh at mome, and fades at evening late ! 

XL. 
" Behold, Sir, how your piti&U complaint 
Hath fbwnd another partner of your payne : 
For nothing may impresse so deare constraint 
As countries cause, and commune foes disda3me. 
But, if it should not grieve you backe aga3me 
To tume your course, I would to heare desyre 
What to Aeneas fell ' ; sith ® that men ssLjne ^ 
He was not in the cities wofull fyre 
Consum'd, but did himselfe to safety retyre." 

XLI. 
" Anchyses sonne begott of Venus fayre," 
Said he, ^^ out of the flames for safegard fled, 
And with a remnant did to sea repayre ; 

^ Fdiy befell. > Sithy since. * Sayne, say. 

XXXVIII. 9. — Troynovant.] This is London. 

XXXIX. 8. — ^nd makes ensampU of.'] And does [not] consider it 
as emblematic of. 
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Where he, through iatall ^ errour ^ long was led 
Pull many yeares, and weedesse ' wandered 
From shore to shore emongst the Lybick sandes, 
Ere rest he fownd : Much there he suffered, ' 
And many perilles past in forreine landes, 
To save his people sad fiom victours vengefull handes : 

XLII. 
" At last in Latium he did arryve, 
Where he with cruell warre was entertaind * 
Of th' inland folke which sought him backe to drive. 
Till he with old Latinus was constraind 
To contract wedlock, so the fates ordamd ; 
Wedlocke contract m blood, and eke in blood 
Accomplished ; that many deare complaind : 
The rivall slaine, the victour (through the flood 
Escaped hardly) hardly praisd his wedlock good. 

XLIII. 
" Yet, after all, he victour did survive. 
And with Latinus did the kingdom part ^ : 
But after, when both nations gan to strive 
Into their names the title to convart. 
His Sonne liilus did fiom thence depart 
With all the wariike youth of Troians bloud. 
And b Long Alba plast his throne apart ; 
Where faire it florished and long time stoud. 
Till Romulus, renewing it, to Rome removd." 

' FataU, destined by fiite. * Errour, wnndeimg. 

' WedUMCf unknowing. ^ Entertaindf received. ^ Partf divide. 

XLII. 3. — Of th' itdand foUce.'] These were the Ratulians, under 
the command of Tumns. 

XLII. 4. — With old LaUnus.'] He married LaYinia,the daughter of 
Latinus. 
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xuv. 

« There; there/' said Britomart, '^afresh appeaid 
The glory of the lat^ world to spring, 
And Troy againe out of her dust was leaid 
To att m second seat of soveraine king 
Of all the world, under her governing. 
But a third kingdom yet is to arise 
Out of the Troians scattered o&piing, 
That, in all glory and great enterprise. 
Both first and second Troy shall dare to equalise* 

XLV. 
** It Tro3moyant b bight,^ that with the waves 
Of wealthy Thamis washed is along, 
Upon whose stubbome neck (whereat be raves 
With roring rage, and sore Umselfe does throng, 
That all men feare to tempt his billowes strong,) 
She fastned hath her foot; which stands so by. 
That it a wonder of the w(»ld is song 
In Ibrreine landes ; and all, which passen by, 

Beholdmg it from farre doe think it threates the skye* 

XL VI. 
<< The Troian Brute did first that citie fownd. 
And Hygate made the meare* thereof by West, 
And Overtwgate by North : that is the bownd 
Toward the land ; two rivers bownd the rest 
So huge a scope ^ at first him seemed best. 
To be the compasse ^ of bis kingdomes seat : 
So huge a mind could not in lesser rest, 
Ne in small mearesi^ containe his gk»y great, 

That Albion had conquered fiiist by warlike feat/' 

^ Highly IB called. ' Scope, dimeiurioii. 

* Meare, boundary. ^ Compasse^ circuin&rence, extent. 



C* IX. TH£ FAEBIE QUEENS. 861 

XLvn. 

« Ah ! fairest Lady-Knigbt," said Paridell, 
" Pardon I pray my heedlesse oversight^ 
Who had forgot that whylome ^ I heafd tell 
From aged Mnemon ; for my wits beene light. 
Indeed he said, if I remember right, 
That of the Antique Trojan stocke there grew 
Another plant, that raught' to wondrous hight, 
And &r abroad his mighty braunches threw 
Into the utmost angle ^ of the world he knew. 

XLVin. 
^^ For that same Brute, whom much he did advaunce 
In all his speach, was Sylvius his sonne, 
Whcxn having slain through luckles arrowes glaunce. 
He fled for feare of that he had misdonne,^ 
Or els for shame, so fowle reproch to shonne, 
And with him ledd to sea an youthly trayne ; 
Where wearie wancbing they long time did wonne,^ 
And many fortunes prov'd m th' ocean mayne, 
And great adventures found, that now 'were long to sa3me.* 

XLIX. 
" At last by fatall ^ course they driven wete 
Into an Island spatious and brode, 
The furthest North that did to them appears: 
Which, after rest, they, seeking farre abrode, 
Found it the fittest soyle for their abode, 

^ l^tylomey formerly. * Wotme, oontiniie. 

' Raiugkt^ reached. * SayrUf saj, tell. 

' JIngU, comer. * FataU, destined. 
^ MudomUf done wrongly. 



XLVII. 4. — Aged Mneman.'] This word is derived fimn llie Gnek, 
and means one who calls to mind or refieshes the leeoUeotioo. 
XLVni. 2. — Skfivius his.-] Sylvius's. 

VOL. n. 31 
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Fniitfull of aU thinges fitt for living foode, 
But wholj waste and void of peoples trode/ 
Save an huge nation of the grunts broode 
That fed on living flesh, and dionck mens vitall Uood. 

L. 

'^ Whom he, through wearie wars and labours long, 
Subdewd with losse of many Britons bold : 
In which the great Goemagot of strong 
Corineus, and Coulm of Debon old. 
Were overthiowne and laide on th' earth fijll.coldy 
Which quaked under their so hideous masse : 
A famous history to bee enrold 
In everlasting moniments-of brasse. 
That all the antique Worthies merits far did passe. 

LI. 

" ISs woike great Troynovant, his worke is eke 
Faire lincolne, both renowmed far away ; 
That who from East to West will endlong^ seeke, 
Cannot two fairer cities find thb daf, 
Except Cleopolis ; so heard I say 
Old Mnemon : Therefore, Sir, I greet you wdl 
Tour countrey kin ; and you entyrely pray 
Of pardon for the strife, which late befell 
Betwixt us bdtfa unknowne." So ended Paridell. 

LII. 
But all the while, that he these speeches spent 
Upon his Cps hong faire Dame Hellenore 
With vigilant regard and dew attent,^ 
Fadiioning worldes of fancies evermore 
In her fraile witt, that now her quite forlore ^ : 

' Trodey tieading, or footsteps. ' Ment, attention. 

* EndUmgf in a line, continuously. ^ Forlore, utterly deserted. 
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The whiles unwares away h^ wondring eye 
And greedy eares her weake hart from her bore : 
Which he perceiving, ever privily, 
In speaking, many false belgardes ^ at her let fly. 

LIII. 
So long these Knightes discoursed diversly 
Of straunge affidres, tind noble hardiment,* 
Which they had past with mickle ^ ieopardy, 
That now the humid night was farforth spent, 
And hevenly lampes were halfendeale * ybrent ^ : 
Which th' old man seemg wel, who too long thought 
Every discourse, and every argument. 
Which by the houres he measured, besought 
Them go to rest. So all unto their bowres ® w^re brought. 

^ BdgardeSf (hdUs regardes, Fr.,) beantiful looks. 

' BJordiment, courage. ^ Mic/de^ much. ^ Halfendeale^ half. 

* YbretUj burned. * Bofores, chambers. 



1 
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CANTO X. 



Paridell rapeth Hellenore ; 

Malbecco her poursewes ; 
Fynds ^oQgst Satyres, whence with him 

To turne ^ she doth reftise. 



I. 
The iDonow next, so soone as Pboebus lamp 
Bewrayed had the world with eaily li^t, 
And fresh Aurora had the i^ady damp 
Out of the goodly heven amoved quight, 
Faire Britomart and that same Faery Knight 
Uprose, forth on their ioumey for to wend* • 
But Paridell complaynd, that his late fight 
With Britomart so sore did him offend, 
That ryde he could not till his hurts he did amend. 

II. 
So foorth they fkr'd ; but he behind them stayd, 
Maulgre ^ his host, who grudged grivously 
To house a guest that would be needes obayd, 
And of his owne him lefte not lib^ty : 
Might wanting measure moveth surquedry. 
Two things he feared, but the third was death ; 

^ Tumef letam. ' Wendf go. ' Mmdgre, in spite of. 



n. 5. — Might toatOing measure, &c.] Power without measare or 
limits — nnbonnded power — produces insolence. 

II. 6.-^ Two things he fearedy &c.] The meaning of the passage 
appears to be this : He feared to let him remain for two reasons — on 
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That fiens Youngmans unruly mayst^ ; 
His Money, which he lov'd as living breath ; 
And his &ire Wife, whom honest long he kept uneath*^ 

III. 
But pati^ce perforce ; he must abie^ 
What fortune and his fate on him will lay : 
Fond 3 is the feare that findes no remedie* 
Yet warily hfe watchelh every way, 
By which he feareth evill happen may ; 
So th' evill thiiikes by watching to prevent : 
Ne doth he suflfer her, nor night nor day, 
Out of his sight herselfe once to absent : 
So doth he punish her, and eke himself torment. 

IV. 
But Paridell kept better watch then * bee, 
A fit occasion for his tume to finde. 
False Love ! why do men say thou canst not see, 
And in their foolish fancy feigne thee blinde. 
That with thy charmes the sharpest sight doest binde, 
And to thy will abuse ? Thou walkest fi»e, 
And seest every secret of the minde ; 
Thou seest all, yet none at all sees thee : 
All that is by the working of thy dritee. 

V. 
So perfect in that art' was ParideD, 
That he Malbeccoes halfen eye ^ did wyle ; 
His halfen eye he wiled wondrous well, 

> VnuA^ hardly. ' MU^ abide. * Fm^^ foolish. 
* Tka^ than. » Haljtfn eye, one eye. 



account of his money and his wife ; but he more feaied to lefuae hia 
xequest, aince the impetnoua young man might have alain him in his 
indiirnation. 

"^ 31* 
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And Hellenors both eyes did eke beguyle, 
Both eyes and hart attonce, during the whyle 
That he th^re soioumed his woundes to heale ; 
That Cupid selfe, it seeing, close ^ did smyle 
To weet^ how he her love away did steale, 
And bad that ncme their ioyous treason should reveale. 

VI. 

The learned ^ Lover lost no time n<x tyde 
' That least avantage mote to him affi)rd, 
Yet bore so faire a sayle, that none espyde 
His secret drift till he her layd abord. 
Whenso in open place and commune bord^ 
He fortun'd her to meet, with c(»nmune speach 
He courted her ; yet bajrted every word, 
That his ungentle hoste n'ote ^ him appeach ^ 

Of vile ungentlenesse or hospitages breach.^ 

VII. 
But when apart (if ever her apart 
He found) then his false engms fast he plyde. 
And all the sleights ^ unbosomd » in his hart : ^ 
He sigh'd, he sobd, he swownd, he perdy^® dyde, 
And cast himselfe on ground h^ faat besyde : 
Tho,^^ when againe he him betliought to live, 
He wept, and wayld) and false laments belyde,^ 
Saying, but if ^^ she mercie would him give, 

That he mote algates^* dye, yet did his death fiurgive. 

* ClosCf secretly. ^ Sleights, devices. 

* Weet, learn. ' Unhosomd, displayed. 
» Ledmhd, skilful. *• Pcrrfy, truly. 

* Bord, taj>le. " Tko^ then. 

* JV*0fo, could not. 13 BdytUf counterfeited. 

* Apfptachy accuse. " But if, unless. 

7 Hospitages breach^ breach of ^ Jilgates, at aU eyenti. 
hospitality. 
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vin. 

And otherwhyles with amorous delights 
And pleasing toyes he would her entertaine ; 
Now singing sweetly to surprize her sprights, 
Now making layes of love and lovers paine, 
Bransles, -ballads, virelayes, and verses vaine ; 
Oft purposes, oft riddles, he devysd. 
And thousands like which Sowed in his braine, 
With which he fed her fancy, and entysd 
To take to his new love, and leave her old despysd. 

IX. 
And every where he might and everie while 
He did her service dewtifull, and sewd 
At hand with humble pride and pleasing guile ; 
So closely ^ yet, that none but she it vewd, 
Who well perceived all, and all indewd.^ 
Thus finely did he his false nets dispred, 
With which he many weake harts had subdewd 
Of yore, and many had ylike misled : 
What wonder then if she were likewise carried ? 

X. 

No fort so fensible,^ no wals so sti<Mig, 

1 CZo562y, secteUy. * IndewdfteceiveA, ' JPennUc, defensible. 



VIII. 5. — BransleSj ballads, virelayes, &c.] * Bransles,^ or brawls} 
were a kind (^ dance. Thus Gray has — 

" My grave lord-keeper led the brawls." 

* Virelays * were a species of song or short poem. < Purposes/ in the 
next line, means the game of cross-pnrposes. A knowledge of riddles 
was one of the accomplishments of a lover in Spenser's time. The 
reader will recall the ludicrous distress with which Slender, in the 
Merry Wives of Windsor, asks his servant for his <' Book of Riddles,*' 
when he is about to be introduced to Anne Page. 
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But that continuall battery will rive/ 
Or daily siege, through dispurvayaunce ^ long 
And lacke of reskewes, will to parley drive ; 
And peece,^ that unto parley eai» will give, 
Will shortly yield itselfe, and will be made 
The vassall of the victors will bylive ^ : 
That stratageme had oftentimes assayd ^ 
This crafty paramoure, and now it plaine displayd: 

XI. 

For through his trames ^ he her intcapped hath. 
That she her love and hart hath wholy sold 
To him without regard of gaine, or scath/ 
Or care of oredite, or of husband old, 
Whom she hath vow'd to dub a fayre cucquold* 
Nought wants but time and place, which shortly shee 
Devized hath, and to her Lover told. 
It pleased well : So well they both agree ; 
So readie rype to ill, ill wemens counsels bee ! 

XII. 
Darke was the evening, fit for lovers stealth, 
When chaunst Malbecco busie be elsewhere, 
She to his cbset went, where all his wealth 
Lay hid ; thereof she countlesse summes did reare,^ 
The which she meant away with her to beare ; 
The rest she fyr'd, for sport or for despight : 
As Hellene, when she saw aloft appeare 
The Troiane flames and reach to hevens hight. 
Did clap her hands^ and ioyed at that dolefiil sight ; 

^ Bitef beat down. ^ Jlssayd, tried. 

* Dispurvayaunce^ want of proyisioxui. ^ Traines, aita. 

' Peece, castle. 7 Scath, injniy. 

4 Bylive, immediately. ^ Reare, take. 
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XIII. 

The second Hellene, fayre Dame ttellaiore, 
The whiles her husband ran with sory haste 
To quench the flames which she had tyn'd ^ before, 
Laught at his foolish labour spent in waste,^ 
And ran into her Lovers armes right fast ; 
Where streight embraced she to him did cry 
And call alowd for helpe, ere hdpe were past ; 
For lo ! that Guest did beare her forcibly, 
And meant to ravish her, that rather had to dy ! 

XIV. 
The wretched man hearing her call for ayd, 
- And read/ seeing him with her to fly, 
In his disquiet mind was much dismayd : 
But when againe he backeward cast his eye. 
And saw the wicked fire so furiously 
Consume Us hart, and scorch his idoles face, 
He was therewith distressed diversely, 
Ne wist ' he how to tume, nor to what place : 
Was never wretched man in such a wofull cace. 

XV. 
Ay when to him she cryde, to her he tumd. 
And left the fire ; Love, Money overcame : 
But, when he marked how his rooney bumd, 
He left his wife ; Money did Love disclame* : 
Both was he loth to loose his loved dame. 
And loth to leave his liefest* pelfe behinde ; 
Yet, sith * he no'te "^ save both, he sav'd that same 
Which was the dearest to Ins dounghill minde, 
The god of his de^, the ioy of misers blinde. 

1 TyiCdy kindled. * In VMUte, in yain. ' Wisiy knew. 

^ Disdame, expel. * Idtfest, dearest 

* 9Uhj since. ^ Jfb'U, could not 
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XVI. 

Thus whSest all things m troublous upiore w«», 
Aud all men busie to suppresse the flame, 
The loving couple neede no reskew feare, 
But leasure had and liberty to frame 
Their purpost flight, free from all mens reclame ; 
And Night, the patronesse of love-stealth fayre, 
Gave them safe conduct till to end they came: 
So beene they gone yfere,^ a wanton payre 

Of lovers loosely knit, where list them to repayre. 

xvn. 
Soone as the cruell flames yslaked ^ were, 
Malbecco, seeing how his losse did lye, 
Out of the flames which he had quencht whylere,' 
Into huge waves of griefe and gealosye 
Full deepe emplonged was, and drowned nye 
Twixt inward doole ^ and felonous despight ^ : 
He rav'd, he wept, he stampt, he lowd did cry ; 
And all the passions, that in man may light. 

Did him attonce oppresse, and vex his cajrdve spiight. 

XVIII. 

Long thus he chawd the cud of inward griefe, 
And did consume his gall ^th anguish sore : 
Still when he mused on Us late mischiefe. 
Then still the smart thereof mcreased more. 
And seemd more grievous then it was before : 
At last when sonx)w lie saw booted nought, 
Ne griefe might not his Love to him restore, 
He gan devise how her he reskew mought ; 
Ten thousand wayes he cast in his confiised thought. 

^ Tfere, together. ' Yslaked, quenched. ' WhyUre, before. 

4 Doole, grief. * Felonous despight, malignant passion. 
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XIX. 

At last resolving, like a pBgrim pore, ^ 
To search her forth whereso she might he fond, 
And bearing with him treasure iii close store. 
The rest he leaves in ground : So takes in hond 
To seeke her endlong ^ both by sea and lond. 
Long he her sought, he sought her far and nere. 
And every where that he mote understond 
Of Knights and Ladies any meetings were ; 
And of each one he mett h6 tidings did inquere. 

XX. 

But all in vaine ; his woman was too wise 
Ever to come into his clouch.^ againe, 
And hee too simple ever to surprise 
The io)ly Paridell, for all his.paine. 
One day, as he forpassed ^ by the plaine 
With weary pace, he far away espide 
A couple, seeming well to >be his twaine. 
Which hoved ^ close tinder a forest side. 
As if they lay in wait, or ds themselves did hide. 

XXI. 
Well weened hee that those the same niote bee ; 
And, as he better did their shape avize,^ 
Him se^fned more their maner (fid agree ; 
For th' one was armed all in warlike wize, 
Whom to be Paridell he did devize ; 
And th' other, al yclad in garments light 
Discolourd ^ like to womanish disguise, 

^ EndUmgf in a continued course. * Hovedf horered. 

* Clouck^ clutch. * Avize^ discern. 

' Forpassedf passed along. ' Discolourd^ variously colored. 



XIX. 4. — Takes in hond.'\ Takes in hand, resolves. 
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He did resemble ^ to his Lady bright ; 
And ever his fiunt hart much earned ^ at the sight: 

XXII. 

And ever faine he towards them would goe. 

But yet durst not for dread approchen nie. 

But stood aloofe, unweeting^ what to doe ; 

Till that prickt forth with loves extremity, 

That is the father of fowle gealosy, 

He closely near^ crept the truth to weet ^ : ^ 

But, as he nigher drew, he easily > 

Might sceme ^ that it was not his sweetest Sweet, 

Ne yet her Belamour,* the partner of his sheet : 

XXIH. 
But it was scoroefuU Braggadochio, 
That with his servant Trompart hoverd theie, 
Sith '^ late he fled fiom his too earnest foe : 
Whom such whenas Malbecco spyed clere,^ 
He turned backe, and would have fled arere^ ; 
Till Trompart, ronning hastely, him did stay 
And bad before his soverame lord aj^re : 
That was him loth, yet durst he not gainesay. 

And commbg him before low louted ^^ on the lay.^^ 

XXIV. 
The Boasts at him stemely bent hi^ browe, 
As if he could have kild him with his looke, 



^ RBBenMe, liken, compare. ^ SUh^ since. 

* HariiMf , jeamed. ^ CZ^re, distinctly. 
' Unweting, unknowing. * Arere, backward. 
« Wut^ leam. »> Lmded^ bent. 

* Seemey diacem. >^ Lay, ground. 

* BeUmumTf lover. 



XXULZ,^ Sith late he JUd,} See canto VIII. stanza XVm. 
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That to the ground him meekely made to bo\re, 
And awfidl t^tior deepe into him strooke^ 
That eyeiy member of his body quooke. 
Said he, " Thoa man of nought I what Aoest thou here 
Unfitly iiimisht with thy bag and booke, 
Where I expected one with shidd and spere 
To prove some deeds of annes upon an equaU pere? " 

XXV. 

The wretched man at his imperious speach 
Was all abasbty and low prostrating said ; 
" Grood Sir, let not my rudenes be no breach 
Unto your patience, ne^ ill jrpaid ^ ; 
For I unwares this way by fortune, straid, 
A silly pilgrim driven to distresse, 
That seeke a Lady '^ — Thore he suddein staid^ 
And did the rest with grievous sighes suppresse, 
While teares stood in Us eies, few drops oi UttemesBe. 

XXVI. 
« What Lady ? " — " Man," said Trompart, « take good 

hart. 
And tell thy griefe, if any hidd^i lye : 
Was never better time to shew thy smart 
Then ^ now that noble succor is thee by. 
That is the whole worids ccNnraune remedy." 
That chearihl word his weak heart much did cheare, 
And with vaine hope his spirits &int supply, 

> lU ypoidy iU apaid, dinatisfied. ' T^en, than. 



XXV. 3. — Ltf mot my rudmus^ Ac.] The two negattves here 
■trengtfaen the aegation. '*Let not my mdenew provoke your pap 
tience, nor be ill received or treated by yon." Some editions have 
< a breach ' instead of ^ no breech.* 

tMj. n. 82 
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That bold he sajrd ; ^ O most redoubted Pare, 
Vouchsafe with mild regard a wretches cace to heare." 

XXVII. 

Then sighing sore, '^ It is not loiig," saide bee, 
'^ Sith ^ I enioyd die gendest Dame alive ; 
Of wham a Knight> (no Knight at all perdee,^ 
But shame of alL4hat doe for honor strive,) 
By treacherous deceipt did me deprive ; 
Through open outrage he her bore away, 
And with fowle force unto his will did drive ; 
Which al good Knight3, that armes do bear this day, 
Are bownd for to revenge and punish if they may. 

XXVIII. 
" And you, moi^t noble Lord, that can and dare 
Redresse the wrong of miserable wight, 
Cannot employ your most victorious speare 
In better quarrell then defence of right, 
And for a Lady gainst a faithlesse Knight : 
' So shall your glory be advaunced much. 
And all faire Ladies magnify your might. 
And eke myselfe, albee I simple such. 
Your worthy paine shall wel reward with guerdon rich." 

XXIX. 

With that out of his bouget^ forth he drew 
Great store of treasure, therewith him to tempt ; 
But he on it lookt scomefiiUjf askew, 
As much disdeigning to be so misdempt,^ 
Or a war-monger ^ to be basely nempt,^ 

^ Sithj since. ^ Misdempt, misconceived. 

' Perdee^ in truth. - * War-monger^ meccenaiy soldier. 

' Bouget, budget. ' Jfempt, named. - 



XXVIII. 8. — Mee I simple such.} Though I am so simple. 
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And sayd ; " Thy oSkta base I gready loth, 
And eke thy words uncourteous and unkempt ^ : 
I tread in dust thee and thy money both ; 
That, were it not for shame " — So turned fiom him wroth. 

XXX. 

But Trompart, that his Maistres humor knew 
In lofty looks to hide an humble minde, 
Was inly tickled with that golden vew, 
And in his eare him rownded^ close beliinde : 
Yet stoupt he not, but lay still in the winde, 
Waiting advauntage on the pray to sease ; 
Till Trompart, lowly to the grownd inclinde, 
Besought him his great corage ^ to appease. 
And pardon simple man that rash did him displease. 

XXil; 
Big looking like a doughty doucepere, 
At last he thus ; " Thou clod of vilest clay, 
I pardon 3rield, and with thy rudenes beare ; 
But weete ^ hencefordi, that all that golden pray, 
And all that els the vaine world vaunten may, 
I loath as doung, ne deeme my dew reward : 
Fame is my meed, and glory vertuous pay : 
But minds of mortaU men are muchell mard ^ 
And mov'd amisse with massy mucks unmeet regard. 

^ Unkempt y rude. ' Roumded^jibitspeTed, ^ Corage, indignation. 
* Weete, learn. ^ Muchell mard, much corrupted. 



XXX. 5. — Yet stoupt he not, &c.] He (Braggadochio) did not 
stoop to seize his prey, but renuuned quiet in the air — an image de- 
rived from falconry. 

XXXI. 1. — Doucepere."] This is from the French les douze pairSf 
the twelve peers of France, champions renowned in romantic fiction. 

XXXI. 9. — Massy mucks unmeet regafd."] Undue esteem for great 
wealth. 



» 
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XXXII. 

**And mote ; I graunt to thy great miseiy 
(Siatious respect ;; thy wife shall backe be sent : 
And that vile Knight, whoever that he bee. 
Which hadi thy Lady reft and knighthood shent,^ 
By San^azDort my sword, whose deadly dent^ 
The blood hath of so many thousands shedd, 
I sweare ere long shall dearely it repent ; 
Ne he twixt heven and earth shall hide liis hedd. 
But soone he shall be fownd, and shortly doen be dedd.' 

. XXXIII. 

The foolish man thereat woxe wondrous blith, 
As if the word so spoken were halfe donne, 
And humbly thanked him a diousand sith * 
That had ftom death to life him newly wonne. 
Tho ^ forth the Qoaster marching brave begcMine 
His stolen steed to tbmder fiuiously, 
As if he heaven and hell would over-ionne, 
And all the world confound with cruelty ; 
That much Malbecco ioyed in his iollity. 

XXXIV. 

Thus long they three together traveiled, 

Through many a wood and many an uncouth way, 

To seeke his wife that was far wandered : 

But those two sought nought but the present pray, 



^ S^ent, disgraced. ' Denty dint. ' Doen be dedd, put to death. 
4 SUh, times. > Tho, then. 



XXXII. 5. — By Sanglamart.'] Sangiamort means blood and death — 
a formidable name, in -keeping with the boaster's character. He had 
no sword, it will be remembered. 

XXXIII. 6. — His stolen steed,"] Braggadochio, it will be remem- 
beied, had sti^en Sv Guyon's steed. See book II. canto III. 
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To weete, the treasure which he did bewiajr. 
On which their eies and harts were wholly sett, 
With purpose how they might it best betray ; 
For, sith ^ the howre that first he did them lett 
The same behold, therwith their k&efoe desires were whett 

XXXV. 

It fortuned, as they together far'd, 
They spide where Paridell came prickmg fest 
Upon the pkdne, the which himselfe prepared 
To giust with that brave straunger Knight a cast. 
As on adventure by the way he past : 
Alone he rode without his paragone^ ; 
For, having fikht her bells, her up he cast 
To the wide wcffld, and lett her fly alone ; 
He nould ^ be clogd : So had he served many one. 

XXXVI. 

The gentle Lady, loose at randon lefte, 
The greene-wood long did walke, and wander wide 
At wilde adventure, like a forlome wefte^ ; 
Till on a day die Satyres her espide 
Straying alone widiouten groome or guide : 
Her up they tooke, and with them home her ledd. 
With them as housewife ever to abide, 
To milk their gotes, and make them cheese and bredd ; 
And every one as commune good her handeled : 

XXXVII. 
That shordy she Malbecco has forgott. 
And eke Sir Paridell all ^ were he deaie ; 
Who fiDm her went to seeke another lott, 
And now by fortune was arrived here, 

^ SUk, Binoe. * Paragene, compankn. ' JVbiiU, would not 
« W^f waif, or thing cast adrift * JSU, although. 

32* 



1 



878 THE FiJCBIE QUEENE. B. HI. 

Where those two giuleis ^ with Malbecco were. 
Soone as the old man saw Sk Pariddl, 
He fainted, and was ahnost dead with feare, 
Ne word he had to speake his griefe to tell, 
Bat to him louted ^ low, and greeted goodly well ; 

XXXVIII. 
And, after, asked him &Hr Hellenore : 
** I take no keepe^ of her," sayd Paridell, 
" She wonneth * in the forrest there before." 
So forth he rode as his adv^iture fell ; 
The whiles the Boaster fixxn his loftie sell ^ 
Faynd to alight, something annsse .to mend ; 
But the fresh Swayne would not his leasure dwell,^ 
But went Ms way ; whom when he passed kend,'' 
He up remounted light, and after faind to wend.^ 

XXXIX. 

" Perdy ^ nay," said Malbecco, " shall ye not } 
But let him passe as lighdy as he came : 
For litle good of him is to be got. 
And mickle ^^ perill to bee put to shame. 
But let us goe to seeke my dearest Dame, * 
Whom he hath left in yonder forest wyld : 
For of her safety in great doubt I ame, 

^ ChdUrSj deceiyen. * DtoeUf awjiit* 

' Louted f bent. ^ Kend, perceived, saw. 

' KeepBy ctae, charge. ^ Faind to toendj pretended to go. 

* Wonneth, dweHeth. > Perdy, indeed. 

• SeU, saddle. ^o MiekU, much. 



XXXVIII. 4. — So forth he rode."] Paridell put his horse in motion 
to joust with Braggadochio, as was a custom with stranger knights 
who met; he, however, pretending that something required adjusting, 
dinnounted, and Paridell would not wait for him to remount. 



a X. TH£ FiJCRIE ^UEENE* 379 

Least salvage beastes her person have despoyld : 
Then all the world is lost, and we m vaine have toyld ! '' 

XL. 
They all agree, and forward them addrest: 
" Ah ! but," said crafty Trompart, " weete ^ ye well, 
That yonder m that wastefull wildemesse , 
Huge monsters haunt, and many dangers dwell ; 
Dragons, and minot^ures, and feend^ of hell. 
And many w^de woodmen which robbe and rend 
All travellers ; therefore advise ye well. 
Before ye enterprise that way to weaid ^ : 
One may his ioumey bring too soone to evill end." 

XLI. 
Malbecco stopt in great astonishment, 
And, with pale eyes fast fixied on the rest. 
Their counsell crav'd in daunger imminent. 
Said Trompart ; ^^ You, that are the most oppiest 
With burdein x)f great treasure, I thinke best 
Here for to stay in saf etie behynd : 
My Lord and 1 will search the wide forest." 
That counsell pleased not Malbeccoes mynd ; 
For he was much afraid himselfe alcme to fynd. 

XLII. 

" Then is it best," said he, " that ye doe leave 
Your treasure here in some security, 
Either fast closed in some hollow greave,^ 
Or buried in the ground fix)m ieopardy, 
Till we retume againe in safety : 
As for us two, least doubt of us ye have, 
Hence ferre away we will blyndfolded ly, 

^ fFeate, know. * Wend^ go. ' Qrtave, groove, or hiding-place. 
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Ne privy bee unto your treasures grave." 
It pleased; so be did: Then tbqr maich forward brave* 

XLin. 
N6w when amid the thickest woodes they were^ 
They heard a noyse of many bagpipes shrill, 
Aiid shrieking hubdbs ^ them apprcx^hing nere, 
Which all the.forest did with horrour fill : 
That dreadfidl sound the Bost^s hart did thrill 
Whix such amazmoit, that in hast he fledd, 
Ne ever looked back for good or ill ; 
And after htm dee fearefuU Tn»npart spedd : 
The old man could not fly, but fdl to ground half dedd: 

XLIV. 
Yet afterwardes, ckse creepmg as he might, 
He in a bush did hyde his fearefiiU hedd. 
The ioUy Satyies full of fi:esh ddight 
Came dauncing forth, and with them nimbly ledd 
Faire Helenore with girionds "all bespredd,^ 
Whom their May-kdy they had newly made : 
She, proude of that new honour which they redd,^ 
And of thdr lovely fellowship full glade,^ 
Daunst lively, and her face did with a lawrell shade. 

XLV. 
The riUy ^ man that in the thickett lay 
Saw all this goodly sport, and grieved i^ore ; 
Tet durst he not against it doe or say. 
But did his hart with bitter thoughts engore,^ 
To see di' unkindness of his Hellenore. 
AU day they daunced with great lustyhedd, 

1 Bububs^ shouts, confused cries. * Glade, glad. 
' Bespredd, adorned. > Silly, simple. 

* Reddf declared, bestowed* « Engare, lacerate. 
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And with their homed feet the greene gras wore ; 
The whiles thw gotes upcm the brouzes ^ fedd, 
Till droupmg Phoebus gan to hjde his goldea hedd. 

XLVI. 

Tho' up they gan ihear mery pypes to tnisse,' 
And all thdr goodly heardes did| gath^ rownd ; 
But every Satyre 6rst did give a busse^ 
To Hellenore ; so busses did abound. 
Now gan the humid vapour shed the grownd 
With perly deaw, and th' Earthes gloomy shade 
Did dim the brightnesse of the wdkin ^ rownd, 
That every bird and beast awamed made 
To shrowd themselves, while deep their sences did invade* 

xLvn. 

Which when Malbecco saw, out of the bush 
Upon his handes and feete be crept fiill light, 
And like a gote emongst the gotes did rush ; 
That, through the helpe of his faire homes on bight, 
And misty dampe of misooDcejnnng night, 
And eke through likeoesse of his gotish beard. 
He did the bett^ oounterfeite aright : 
So home he maicbt emongst the homed heard, 
That none of all the Satyies him espyde or beard, 

XLVIII. 

At night, when all they went to sleepe, he vewd, 
Whereas his lovely wife emongst them lay, . 

' Brouzeg, twigf . ' Tho, i^en. ' TVittte, pack ap, or laj ande. . 
^ Bu$9e^ kiss. ' Welkin^ sky. 



XLVII. 4.— Ht9 fioTB homts.l Church would read ''their ftne 
homes'*— the honu of the goats-** from a wudi to reacue the poet 
from the imputation of indnlipiig in so poor a conceit aii the giving a 
pair of aetoal horns to Malbeooo. 



4 
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ESmbraced of a Satyre rough and rude, 
Who all the night did mind his ioyous play : 
Nme times he heard him come aloft ere day. 
That all his hart with gealosy did swell ; 
But yet that nights ensample did bewray 
That not for nought his wife them lovd so well, 
When one so oft a night did ring his matins beQ. 

XLIX. 
So closely as he could he to them crept, 
When wearie of their sport to sleepe they fell, 
And to hb wife, that now flilt soundly slept. 
He whispered in her eare, and did her tell. 
That it was he which by her side did dwell ; 
And therefore prayd her wake to heare him plaine. 
As one out of a dreame not waked well 
She tumd her, and returned backe againe: 
Yet her for to awake he did the more constraine. 

L. 

At last with iikesom trouble she abrayd ^ ; . 
And then perceiving, that it was indeed 
Her old Malbecco, which did her upbrayd 
With loosenesse of her love and loathly deed. 
She was astonisht with exceeding dreed. 
And would have wakt the Satyre by her syde ; 
But he her prayd for mercy or for meed. 
To save his life, ne let him be descryde. 
But hearken to his lore,^ and all his counsell hyde. 

LI. 
Tho ' gan he her perswade to leave that lewd 
And loathsom life, of God and man abbord. 
And home retume, where all should be renewd 

1 Mraydf awoke. * Lore^ advice. ' 7%o, then. 
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With perfect peace and bandes of fresh accord, 
And she receivd againe to bed and bord. 
As if no trespas ever had beene donne : 
But she it all refused at one word. 
And by no meanes would to his will be wonne, 
But chose anongst the iolly Satyies still-to wonne.^ 

LIl. 
He wooed ^ her till day-spiing he espyde ; 
But all in vaine : and then tumd ^ to the heard, 
Who butted him with homes on every syde, 
And trode downe in the durt, where his bore beard 
Was fowly dight,^^nd he of death afeard. 
Early, before the heavens fairest light 
Out of the ruddy East was fiilly reard, 
The heardes out of their foldes were loosed quight, 
And he emongst the rest crept fc^h m sory plight. 

Lni. 
So soone as he the prison-dore did pas, 
He ran as fast as both his feet could beare. 
And never looked who behind him was, 
Ne scarsely who befi)re : like as a beare. 
That creeping close amongst the hives to reare^ 
An hony-<x)mbe, the wakefiiU dogs espy, 
And him assayling sore his carkas teare, 
That hardly he with life away does fly, 
Ne stayes, till safe himselfe he see from ieopardy. 

LIV. 
Ne stayd he, till he came unto the place 
Where late hb treasure he entombed had ; 
Where when he found it not, (for Trompart bace 

1 Wowne, dwell. ' Wooed, entreated. ' Tumd^ retained. 
^ Fowly dightf foully soiled. * Rearef take. 



i 
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Had it puiloyned lor his Maistdr bad,) 
With extreme fiuy he became qmte mad. 
And ran away ; ran with himselfe away : 
Thai who so straimgely had him seene bestadd,^ 
With upstart haire and staring eyes dismay, 
From Limbo lake him late escaped sure would say* 

LV. 
High over hiUes and over dales he fledd, 
As if the wind him on his winges had borne ; 
Ne banck nor bush could stay him, when he spedd 
His nimble feet, as treading still on ihome : 
Gnefe, and Despight, and Gealosy, and Sdome, 
Did all the way him follow bard behynd ; 
And he him^lfe himselfe loath'd so forlome. 
So shamefiiUy forl(»me of womankynd : 
That, as a snake, still lurked in his wounded mynd. 

LVI. 

Still fled he forward, looking backward still ; 
Ne stayd his flight nor fearefull agony 
Till that he came unto a rocky hiD 
Over the sea suspended dreadflilly, 
That living creature it would terrify 
To looke adowne, or upward to the bight : 
From thence he threw himselfe dispiteously, 
All desperate of his fore-damned spright. 
That seemd no help for him was left in living sig^t. 

LVII. 
But, throu^ long anguish and selfe-ihurd'ring thought, 
He was so wasted and fprpined ^ quight, 

I Bestaddf situated. * Forpmed, pined away. 



LIV. 8. — Disnwjf.^ Put for dismayed for the rhyme's sake. 
L V. 9. — JUt.] That thought. 
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That all bis substance was consumM to nobgfat^ 
And nothing left but like an aeiy spright ; 
That on the tockes he feH so ffil^ and tight, 
That he thereby receiv'd no hurt at afi ; 
But chaimced on a craggy cliff to light ; 
Whence he with crooked clawes sb long &i cfatf, 
That at the last he found a cave with mtrance sinail : 

Lvni. 
Into the same he citeepes, and thenceforth there 
Resolv'd to build his baleiiill mansion 
In dreiy daikenes and continuall feare 
Of that rocks fall, which ever and anon 
Threates with huge mine him to fall upon, 
That he dare never sleepe, but that one eye 
Still ope he keepes for that occasion ; 
Ne ever rests he in tranquillity, 
The roring billowes beat his bowre ^ so boystrously. 

LIX. 
Ne ever is he wont on ought to feed 
But todes and fix)gs, his pasture^ poysonous. 
Which m his cold complexion doe breed 
A filthy blood, or humour rancorous. 
Matter of doubt and dread suspitious, 
That doth with curelesse care consume the hart, 
Corrupts the stomacke with gall vitious. 
Cross-cuts ^ the liver with intemall smart, 
And doth transfixe the soule with deathes etemall dart. 

LX. 
Yet can he never dye, but djring lives. 
And doth himselfe with sorrow new sustaine, 

^ J7tt, unsubstantial. ' Bowre, residence. 

* Pasture^ food. * Cross-eutSy pierces, or cuts through. 
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That death and life attonce unto him gives, 
And paineM pleasure tumes to pleasmg paine. 
There dwels he ever, miserable swaine, 
Hatefull both to himselfe and eveiy wight; 
Where he, dirough privy griefe and honour vame, 
Is woxen so deform'd that he has quight 
Foigot he was a man, and Gelosy is higbt.^ 

1 ffif ^> called. 



.lit/ 
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CANTO XI. 

Britomart chaceth Ollyphant ; 

Findes Scudamour distrest: 
Assayes the House of Busyrane 

Where Loves spoyles are exprest 

1. 
O HATEFULL hellish Snake ! what Furie fiirst 
Brought thee fix)in balefuU house of Proserpine, 
Where in her bosome shee thee long had nurst, 
And fostred up with bitter milke of tme * ; 
Fowle Gealosy ! that turnest love divine 
To ioylesse dread, and mak'st the loving hart 
With hateiiill thoughts to languish and to pine. 
And feed itselfe with selfe-consuming smart. 
Of all the passions in the mind thou vilest art ! 

II. 
O let him far be banished away, 
And in his stead let Love for ever dwell ! 
Sweete Love, that doth his golden wings embay ^ 
In blessed nectar and pure Pleasures well. 
Untroubled of vile feare or bitter fell.^ 
And ye, faire Ladies, that your kingdomes make 
In th' harts of men, them goveme wisely well. 
And of irnre Britomart ensample take. 
That was as trew in love as turde to her make.^ 

1 3¥fM, woe. s FflU, gall. 

' JSmtoy, batbe. « Makt^ mate. 
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III. 

Who with SiT Satyrane, as eaist ' ye red, 
Forth ryding fix)m Malbeccoes hostlesse ^ hous, 
Far off aspyde a young man, the which fled 
From an huge Geaunt, that with hideous 
And hate&U outrage long him ehaced thus ; 
It was that OUyphant, the brother deare 
Of that Argante vile and vitious, 
From whom the Squyre of Dames was reft whylere 3 ; 
This all as bad as she, and worse, if worse ought were. 

IV. 
For as the sister did in feminme 
And filthy lust exceede all womankmde ; 
So he surpassed his sex masculine, 
In beastly use,^ all that I ever finde : 
Whom when as Britomart beheld behinde 
The fear^full Boy so greedily poursew, 
She was emmoved in her noble minde 
T' employ her puissaunce to his reskew, 
And pricked fiercely forward where she him did vew« 

V. 
Ne was Sir Satyrane her far behinde, 

But with like fiercenesse did ensew ^ the chace : 

Whom when the Gyaunt saw, he soone resinde*^ 

His former suit, and fixHn them fled apace : 

They after both, and boldly bad him baoe, 

> EarstjheioTe. * Use^hahiia. 

* Hostlesse, inhospitable. ' Ensew, follow. 

' Whylere, lately. ' Resinde, resigned, abandoned. 



III. 1. — ^s earst ye red."] See canto X., stanza I. 

III. 8. — Was reft whylere.^ See cuito VII. stanxa XXXVII. 

y. 5. — Bad Am bace,'] Church says that thift v an expiessioa 
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And each did strive the other to outgoe ; 
But he them both outran a wondrous space, 
For he was long, and swift as any roe, 
And now made better speed t' escape his feared foe. 

VI. ^ 
It was not Satyrane, whom he did feare, 
But Britomart the flowre of chastity ; 
For he the powre of chaste hands might not beare, 
But alwayes did their dread encounter fly : 
And now so £ist his feet he did apply, 
That he has gotten to a forrest neare, 
Where he is shnawded in security. 
The wood they enter, and search everie where ; 

They searched diversely ; so both divided were. 

VIl. 
Fayre Britomart so long him followed, 
That she at last came to a fouittaine sheare,^ 
By which there lay a Knight all wallowed ^ 
Upon the grassy ground, and, by him neare 
lEs haberieon,3 his helmet, and his speare: 
A little off, his shield was rudely throwne, 
On which the Winged Boy in colours cleare 
Depeincted * was, full easie to be knowne. 

And he thereby, wherever it in field was dhowne. 

VIII. 
His face upon the grownd did groveling ly, 
As if he had beene slombring in the shade ; 
That the brave Mayd would not for courtesy 

1 Shear e, pure. ' HaherieoHf coat of mail. 

' WaUowedy cast, thrown. ^ DepmnUtd^ painted. 



derived from a game called prison-base^ and that the meaning is, that 
tfaej challenged each other to ran after Ollyphant. 

33* 
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Out of his quiet slomber him abrajde/ 
Nor seeme too suddeinly him to invade : 
Still as she stood, she heard with grievous throb 
Him grone, as if his hart were peeces made,^ 
And with most painefuU pangs to sigh and sob, 

That pitty did the Virgins hart of patience rob. 

IX. 
At last forth breakmg into bitter plaintes 
He sayd ; ". O soverayne Lord, that sit'st on hye 
And raignst in blis emongst thy blessed saintes. 
How sufirest thou such shamefiill cruelty 
So long unwreaked ^ of thine enimy ! 
Or hast thou, Lord, of good mens cause no heed ? 
Or doth thy iustice sleepe and silent ly ? 
What booteth then the good and righteous deed, 

If goodnesse find no grace, nor righteousnesse no meed I 

X. 
" If good find grace, and righteousnes reward, 
Why then is Amoret in cay tive * band, 
Sith ^ that more bounteous ^ creature never fer'd 
On foot upon the face of living land ! 
Or if that hevenly iustice may withstand 
The wrongfull outrage of unrighteous men, 
Why then b Busirane with wicked hand 
Suffi-ed, these seven monethes day, in secret den 
My Lady and my Love so cruelly to pen ? 

XI. 
" My Lady and my Love is cruelly pend 
In dolefuD darkenes fcom the vew of day, 



* Abradt^ rouse. 4 Caytive, captiye. 

* Peeces made, broken in pieces. » SUh, since. 

* Unwreaked, unavenged. • Bmintetmsj good. 
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Whilest deadly torments doe her chast brest rend, 
And the sharpe Steele doth rive her hart in tway, 
All for^ she Scudamore will not denay.^ 
Yet thou, vile man, vile Scudamore, art sound, 
Ne canst her ayde, ne canst tier foe dismay ; 
Unworthy wretch to tread upon the ground. 
For whom so faire a Lady feeles so sore a wound." 

XII. 
There an huge heape of singulfes ^ did oppresse 
His strugling soule, and swelling throbs empeach^ 
Ifis foltring toung with pangs of drerinesse,^ 
Choking the remnant of his plaintife speach. 
As if his dayes were come to their last reach. 
Which when she heard, and saw the ghastly fit 
Threatning into his life to make a breach. 
Both with great ruth ^ and tenour she was smit. 
Fearing least "^ &oin her cage the wearie soule would flit. 

Xlil. 
Tho,® stouping downe, she him amoved light ; 
Who, therewith somewhat starting, up gan looke, 
And seeing him. behind a stranger Knight, 
Whereas no living creature he mistooke,^ 
With great indignaunce he that sight fersooke,^^ 
And, downe againe himselfe disdainefidly 
Abiecting,^^ th' earth with his faire forhead strooke : 
Which the bold Virgin seemg, gan apply 
Fit medcine to his griefe, and spake thus courtesly ; 

^ FoTy becatue. ^ Leagt, lest. 

* Denarff deny. ® TkOj then. 

' Singulfesj sobs. ' Miatooke, suspected. < 

* Emptach^ hinder. '^ Forsooke, turned firom. 

* Drennesse^ sorrow. " Jibieeiingf casting. 
' Ruthj pity. 
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XIV. 



iC 



Ah ! gentle Knight, whose deepe'^x)ncei¥ed griefe 
Well seemes t' exceede the powre of patience. 
Yet, if that hevenly grace some good reliefe 
You send, submit you to High Providence ; 
And ever, in your noUe hart, prepense;^ 
That all the sorrow in the world is lesse 
Then ^ vertues might and values confidence : 
For who nill ^ bide the burden of distresse, 
Must not here thinke to live ; for life is wretchednesse. 

xy.' 

'^ Therefore, faire Sir, doe comfort to you take, 
And freely read ^ what wicked felon so 
Hath Qutrag'd you, and thrald your gentle M ake.^ 
Perhaps this hand may help to ease your woe. 
And wreake ^ your sorrow on your cruell foe ; 
At least it faire endevour will apply.'' 
Those feeling words so neare the quicke did goe, 
That up his head he reared easily ; 
And, leaning on his elbowe, these few words lett fly : 

XVI. 
^^ What boots it plaine "^ that cannot be redrest, 
And sow vaine sorrow in a fruitlesse eare ; 
Sith ® powre of hand, nor skill of learned brest, 
Pfe worldly price, cannot redeeme my IHeare 

'. Prepense, consider. ^ ' Make, mate. 

* T%en, than. • Wreake, avenge. 
' MU, will not. ^ Plaine, complain. 

* Read, explain. ^ 8Uh, aince. 



XIV. 7. — Vahua eoi^denee.'] The confidence of valor. Value ia 
put for valor. 

XVI. 2. — £nd soiD vaxne sorrow, &c.] And make Borrowfbl com- 
plaints to those who can render no assistance. 
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Out of her thraldome and continuall feare ! 
For he, the tyrant, which her hath in ward 
By strong enchauntments and hlacke magicke leare,^ 
Hath in a dungeon deepe het close embard,* 
And many dreadfiill feends hath pointed to her gard. 

XVII. 
" There he tormehteth her mosttwribly. 
And day and night afflicts with mcMrtall peine, 
Because to yield him love she doth deny, 
Once to me yold,^ not to be yold ^ againe : 
But yet by torture he would her constraine 
Love to conceive in her disdainiiill brest ; 
Till so she doe, she must in doole ^ remaine, 
' Ne may by living meanes be thence relest : 
What boots it then to plaine ^ that cannot be rediest 1 ^ 

XVIII. 
With this sad hersall ^ of his heavy stresse '^ 
The wariike Danusell was empassiond ^~ sore, 
And sayd ; ^^ Sir Knight, your cause is nothing lesse 

^ Then ® is your sorrow certes,^® if not more ; 
For nothing so much pitty doth implore 
As gentle Ladyes helplesse misefry : ^ 
But yet, if please ye listen to my lore,^^ 
I will, with proofe of last extremity. 

Deliver hw fro thence, or with her for you dy." 

' Leare, lore. ^ Stresse, distiess. 

' Embard, confined. ** Empassiondf moved. 

■ Yold, yielded. • 7%en, than. 

* Doole, grief. '® Certes, certainly. 
^ Plaine, complain. ^^ Lore, counsel. 

* HersaUf rehearsal. 



XVIII. 8. — With proofe of last extremUy."] At the extreme peril of 
my life. 
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XIX. 

" Ah ! gentlest Knight alive," sayd Scudamore, 
" What huge heroicke magnanimity 
Dwells in thy bounteous ^ brest ? what couldst thou more. 
If shee were thme, and thou as now am I ? 
O spare thy happy daies, and them apply 
To better boot ; but let me die that ought ; 
More is more losse ; one is enough to dy ! " 
" life is not lost," said she, " for which is bought 
Endlesse renowm ; that, more then death, is to be sought." 

XX. 

Thus she at length persuaded him to lise, 
And with her wend * to see what new successe 
Mote him befall upon new enterprise : 
His armes, which he had vowed to disprofesse,^ 
She gathered up and did about him dresse,^ 
And his forwandred ^ steed unto him gott : 
So forth they both yfare ^ make their piogr^sse, 
And march, not past the mountenaunce of a shott, 
Till they arriv'd whereas their purpose they did plott. 

XXI. 
There they dismounting drew their weapons bold 



^ Bounteous J generous, kind. ^ Dresse^ dispose. 

' Wend^ go. * Fonpandredf strayed away. 

' Disprofesse, abandon. * Yftrt^ together. 



XIX. 6. — To better bootl To better advantage. 

XIX. 9. — TJtatf more then death, is to be sought."] The mftMiing 
appe.ar8 to be, that ^< endlesse renowm" is more to be sought thaa 
death to be avoided. 

XX. 8. — J^ot past the mountenaunce of a shatt.'] Not farther than 
the flight of an arrow. 

XX. 9. — Their purpose they did pUat.'] They proposed to execute 
their plan. 
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And stoutly came unto the Castle gate, 
Whereas no gate they found them to withhold, 
Nor ward to waite at morae and evening late ; 
But in the porch, that did them sore amate,^ 
A flaming fire yraixt with smouldry^ smoke 
And stinking sul^ure, that with griesly hate 
And dreadfull horror did all entraunce choke, 
Enforced them their forward footing to revoke. 

XXII. 
Gready thereat was Britomart dismay d, 
Ne in that stownd ^ wist how herselfe to beare ; 
For daunger vaine ^ it were to have' assayd 
That cruell element, which all things feare, 
Ne none can suffer to approachen neare : 
And, turning bocke to Scudamour, thus sayd ; 
" What monstrous enmity provoke we heare ? 
Foolhardy as th' Earthes children, the which made 
Batt^ against the gods, so we a god invade. 

XXIIL 
'^ Daunger without discretion to attempt. 
Inglorious, beast-like, is : therefore. Sir Knight, 
Aread ^ what course of you is safest dempt,^ 
And how we with our foe may come to fight." 
" This is," quoth he, " the dolorous despight,"'^ 
Which earst ® to you I playnd^ : for ndther may 

^ Amate, alarms * Dempty deemed. 

' Shntnddry, saflfocating. ^ Dolorous despight, grievous yezation. 

' Stoumdj peril. • Earsty before. 

* Vainej useless. ' Playnd, complained of. 

^ Aread y explain. 



XXI. 9. — Their forward footing to revokeJ] To desist from their 
intention of going forward. 
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This fire be quencbt by any witt or might, 
Ne yet by any meanes remov'd away; 
So mighty be th' eDchaimtments which the same do stay.^ " 

XXIV. 

*^ What is there elb but cease these fhiitlesse paines. 
And leave me to my former languishing ! 
Faire Amorett must dwell in wicked chainesy 
And Scudamore here die with sorrowing 1 " 
" Perdy * not so," ssude shee ; " for shameiiil thing 
Yt were t' abandon noble chevi&aunce,^ 
For shewe of perill, without venturing: 
Rather, let try extremities of chaunce 
Then ^ enterprised praise for dread to disavaunce.^ " 

XXV. 

Therewith, resolv'd to prove her utmost mi^t. 
Her ample shield she threw before her face, 
And her swcHrds point directing forward right 
Assayld the flame ; the which eftesoones^ gave {daee^ 

■ And did itselfe divide with equall space, 
That through she passed ; as a thonder-bolt 
Perceth the yielding ayre, and doth displace 
The soring clouds into sad showres ymdt '' ; 

So to her ydd ® the flames, and did their force revolt*' 

XXVI. 

Whom whenas Scudamour saw past the fire 
Safe and untoucht, he likewise gan assay 
With greedy will and envious desire. 
And bad the stubbome flames to yield him way : 

1 stay, support. • IfiuowMs^ immediately. 

» Perdy, in truth. t YmoU, melted. 



• CAertMNMice, enterpriie. • Fo2d, yielded. 

« Tkm, than. » RtooU, roll t>uk. 

* Disamnmct, g^iye over. 
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But cruell Mulciber would not obay 
I£s threatiiill pride^ but did the uKxe augment 
His mighty rage, and witb imperious sway 
EGm forst, maulgre * his fereenesj to relent,* 
And backe retire all scoroht and pitifolly brent.^ 

XXVII. 
With huge impatience he inly swelt,* 
More for great sorrow that be could not pas 
Then ' for the burning torment which he felt ; 
That with fell woodnes^ he efierced "^ was, 
And wilfully him throwing (»i the gras 
Did beat and bounse his head and brest fiill sore : 
The whiles the Championesse now entred has 
The utmost^ rowme, and past the foremost dcNre; 

The utmost rowme abounding with all precious store ^ 

XXVIII. 
For, round about, the walls y clothed were 
With goodly arras of great maiesty. 
Woven with gold and silke so close and nere 
That the rich raetall lurked privily. 
As faining to be hidd firom envious eye ; 
Yet here, and there, and every where, unwares 
It shewd itselfe and shone unwillingly ; 
Like to' a discolourd' snake, whose hidden snares 

Through the greene gras hb long bright bumisht back de- 
clares. 

' Matdgre, in spite of. * Woodius, madness. 

* Rdent, withdraw. ^ Bffiercedt inflamed. 
' BrcTUf burned. ^ Utmost^ outermost. 

* Stodt^ swelled. * DiacoUmrd^ party-colored. 
» Then, than. 



XXVI. 5. — Cnidt JlfuZctfrer.] Volean ; that is, the Are. 
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XXIX. 
And in those tapets ^ weren fashioned 
Many &ke pourtraicts, and many a faire feate ; 
And all of love, and al of lusty-hed, 
As seemed by their semblaunt,^ did entreat ^ : 
And eke all Cupids warres they did repeate, 
And cruell battailes, which he whilome ^ fought 
Gainst all the gods to make his empire great ; 
Besides the huge massacres, which he wrought 
On mighty kings and kesars into thraldome brought* 

XXX. 

Ther^ was writt how often thondring love 
Had felt the point of his hart-percing dart. 
And, leaving heavens kingdome, here did rove 
In straunge disguize, to slake his scalding .smart ; 
Now, like a ram, faire Helle to pervart. 
Now, like a bull, Euiopa to withdraw : 
Ah, how the fearefiill Ladies tender hart 
Did lively seeme to tremble, when she saw 
The huge seas under her t' obay her servaunts law ! 

Soone after that, into a golden showre 
Himselfe he chaung'd, faire Danae to vew ; 
And through the roofe of her strong brasen towre 



^ TapeUj tapestry. ' Entreatf treat of, or deal with. 

' Semblaunt, appearance. * WkUome, formerlj. 



XXX. 1. — Tkerdn toaa vmU, &«.] In this and the subsequent 
stanzas, Spenser has versified some of the most popular love stories of 
classical mythology. It has not been deemed necessary to explain the 
narrative by annotations. The stories are among the common-places 
of classical literature, and satisfactory details may be found in such 
books as Tooke's Pantheon and Lempriere's Classical Dictionary. 
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Did raine into her lap an hony dew ; 
The whiles her fix)Iish garde, that litle knew 
Of such deceipt, kept th' yron dore fast bard. 
And watcht that none should enter nor issew ; 
Vaine was the watch, and bootlesse all the ward, 
Whenas the god to golden hew himselfe transfard.^ 

XXXII 
Then was he tumd mto a snowy swan. 
To win faire Leda to his lovely trade : 
O wondrous skill, and sweet wit of the man. 
That her in dafiadillies sleeping made 
From scorching heat her daintie limbes to shade 1 
Whiles the proud bird, ruffing^ his fethers wyde 
And brushing his (aire brest, did her invade, 
She slept ; yet twixt her eielids closely spyde 

How towards her he rusht, and smiled at his piyde. 

XXXIII. 
Then shewd it how the Thebane Semelee, 
Deceivd of gealous luno, did require 
To see him in his soverayne maiestee 
Armd with his thunderbolts and lightning fire, 
Whens dearely she with death bought hej: desire. 
But faire Alcmena better match did make, 
loying his love in likenes more entire : 
Three nights in one they say that for her sake 

He then did put, her pleasures lenger^ to partake. 

XXXIV. 
Twice was he seene in soaring eagles shape, 
And with wide winges to beat the buxome * ayre : 
Once, when he with Asterie did scape ; 

1 Tranrfardf transfonned. ' Lenger, longer. 

* Rn^fing^ ruffling. ^ Bmonu, yielding. 
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Agame, whenas the Tiojane boy so fayre 
He snatcht from Ida hill, and with him bare : 
Wondrous ddight it was there to behould 
How the rude shepheards after him did stare, 
IVembliDg through feare least down he Men should, 

And often to him calling to take suror hould. 

XXXV. 
In Satyres shape Antiopa he snatcht ; 
And like a fire, when he A^n' assayd : 
A shepefaeard, when Mnemosyne he catcht ; 
And like a serpent to the Thracian mayd. 
Whyles thus on earth great love these pageaunts playd, 
The Winged Boy did thrust into his throne. 
And, scoffing, thus unto his mother sayd ; 
^^ Lo ! now the hevens obey to me alone, 

And take me for their love, whiles love to earth is gone." 

XXXVI. 
And thou, &ire Phoebus, in thy colours bright 
Wast there enwoven, and the sad distresse 
In which that Boy thee plooged, for despight 
That thou bewray'dst his mothers wantonnesse. 
When she with Mars was meynt ^ in ioyftdnesse : 
Forthy ^ he thrild ^ thee with a leaden dart 
To love fair Daj^e, which thee loved lesse ; 
Lesse she thee lov'd than was thy iust desart. 
Yet was thy love her death, and her death was thy smart. 

XXXVIl. 

So lovedst thou the lusty Hyacmct ; 

» Meynty mingled. • Fortkyf therefore. » ThrUdy pierced. 



XXXVI. 6*^^ Leaden dart.] The leaden darts of Cupid produced 
unhappy or nnmiccemful passion. 
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So lovedst thou the faire Coronis deare : 
Yet both are of thy haple^se haod extinct ; 
Yet both in flowres doe tive, and love thee beaie, 
The one a paunce,^ the other a sweete-bieare: 
For griefe whereof, ye mote have Uvely seene 
The god himselfe rending his. golden heare, 
And breaking quite his garload ever greene. 
With other signes of som>w and impatient te«:ie.^ 

xxxvni. 

Both for those two, and for his owne deare sonne, 

The Sonne of Climene, he did repent ; 

Who, bold to guide the charet of the Sunne, 

Himselfe in thousand peeces fondly ^ rent, 
■ And all the world with flashing fier brent ^ ; 

So like, that all the walles did seeme to flame. 

Yet cruell Cupid, not herewith content, 

Forst him eftsoones ^ to follow other game, 
And love a shepheards daughter for his dearest dame» 

XXXIX. 
He loved Isse for his dearest dame. 
And for her sake her cattell fedd awhile, 
And for her sake a cowheard vile became : 
The. servant of Admetus, cowheard vile, 
Whiles that fix)m heaven be suflfered exile* 
Long were to tdl each other lovely fitt ; 
Now, like a lyon huntbg after spo&e ; 
Now, like a hag ; now, like a fauleon flit : 
All which in that &ke airas was most lively writ. 

^ Founts pansy. ' TeenCf gonov. ^ Fomdly, ^Ktliihly^ 
* Brent, burned. ^ Eftsoones, immediately. 



XXXIX. 6. — Each other lovely JUt."] Each other occasion on whioh 
he felt the passion of love. 

34* 
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XL. 

Next unto him was Neptune pictured, 
In his divine lesemblance wondrous lyke : 
His face was rugged, and his hoarie hed 
Dropped with brackish deaw ; his tfareefoikt pyke 
He steamly shooke, and therewith fierce did stryke 
The raging billowes, that on every syde 
They trembling stood, and made a k)ng tooad dyke, 
That his swift charet might have passage wyde. 
Which foure great hippodames ^ did draw in teme-wise tyde. 

XU. 
IGs seahorses did seeme to snort amajme. 
And from their nosethriUes blow the brynie streame, 
That made the sparckling waves to smoke agayne 
And flame with gold ; but the white fomy creame 
Did shine with silver, and shoot forth his beame : 
The god himselfe did pensive seeme and sad, 
And bong adowne his head as h& did dreame ; 
For privy love his brest empierced had, 
Ne ought but deare Bisaltis ay could make him glad. 

XLII. 
He loved eke Iphimedia deare, 

And Aeolus faire daughter, Ame hight,^ 

For wh(Hn he tumd himselfe into a steare. 

And fedd on fodder to beguile'her sight. 

Also, to win Deucalions daughter bright. 

He tumd himselfe mto a dolphm fa3rre ; 

And,, like a wmged horse, he tooke his flight 

To snaky-locke Medusa to repayre. 

On whom, he got faire Pegasus that flitteth^ m the ayre. 

' Hippodames, sea-horaes. • Higkt, called. ^ FUtUthy fiieth. 



XL. 9. — /n tem«^m96 tyde.} 7oked like a team of hones. 



C. XI. THE FAERIE ^UEENE. 403 

XLIJI. 

Next Satume was, (but who would ever weene 
That suUein Satume ever weend to love? 
Yet love is suUein, and SatumHke seene, 
As he did for Erigone it prove,) 
That to a c^taure did himselfe transmove.^ 
So proov'd it eke that gratious god of wine. 
When, for to compasse PhUliras hard love, 
He tumd himselfe into a iruitfuU vine, 
And into her faire bosome made his grapes decline. 

XLIV. 
Long were to tell the amorous assayes,^ 
And gentle pangues, with which he maked ineeke 
The mightie Mars, to leame his wanton playes ; 
How ofi for Venus, and how often eek 
For many other nymphes, he sore did shreek ^ ; 
With womanish teares, and with unwarlike smarts, 
Privily moystening his horrid ^ cbeeke : 
There was he painted full of burning daites. 
And many wide woundes launched through his inner partes. 

XLV. 
Ne did he spare (so cruell was the Elfe) 
His owne deare mother, (ah ! why should he so !) 
Ne did he spare sometime to pricke himselfe. 
That he might taste the sweet consuming woe. 
Which he had wrought to many others moe.* 
But, to declare the moumfiill tragedyes 
And spoiles wherewith he all the ground did strow, 
More eath * to number with how many eyes 
High heven beholdes sad lovers nightly theeveryes. 

> Transmovty transfonn. ^ Horrid, rough. 

' Jlssayes, experiences. ^ Moe, more. 

' Shreekf mourn. * Eath, easy. 
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XLVI. 

Kings, qaeenei^, lords, ladies, knights, and damsels gent,^ 
Were heap'd together with the vulgar sort, 
And mingled with the raskall ^ rablement. 
Without respect of person or of port,^ 
To shew Dan Cupids powre and great efi^ : 
And round about a border was entrayld ^ 
Of broken bow^s and arrowes shivered short ; 
And a long bloody river through them rayld,^ 
So lively, and so like, that living sence it &yld.^ 

XLVII. 
And at the upper end of that faire rowme 
There was an altar built of pretious stone 
Of passing valew and of great renowme. 
On which there stood an image all alone 
Of massy gold, which with his owne light shone ; 
And winges it had with sondiy colours dight,^ 
More sondry colours then ® the proud pavone * 
Beares in his boasted fen, or ins bright. 
When her discolourd ^® bow she spreds through heven bright. 

XLvra. 
Blyndfold he was ; and in his cruell fist 

A mortall bow and arrowes keene did hold, 

^ Oady accomplished. * Faytd, deceived. 

' RaskaUf low. ' Dight, funuelied, adorned. 

' Port, deportment.. ' Then, than. 

^ Entrayld, wrought. ^ Pavone, peacock. 

* 4UufUi, rolled. ^ Discolourd, many-colored. 



^^•**rfi*< 



XLVI. 5. — Dan Cupids.J Dan is a contraction of the Latin dom^ 
nus, lord, master. 

XLVII. 9,— Heven bright,} Upton and Church conjecture that 
Spenser wrote * heven's hight/ as < bright ' is the last word of the pre- 
vious line. 



With which he shot at ranilon. when him Uat^ 
Some hes^ded widi sad lead^^som^ ynAi puse gold ; 
(Ah ! man, beware how thou thoae daites behold I) 
A wounded dragon under him did ly, 
Whose hideous tayle his lefie foot did enfixld, 
And with a shaft was shot through either ejfi. 
That no man forth might diaw, ne no man remedjo* 

And underneath his feet was written thus, 
Vhto the Victor of the gods this bee : 
And all the people in that ample hous 
Did to that image bowe their humble knee, 
And oft committed fowle idolatree. 
That wondrous sight faiie Britomart amasd, 
Ne seeing could h^ wonder satisfie, 
But ever more and more upon it gazd, 
The whiles the passing brightnes her ftaile sences daaKl.^ 

Tho,3 as she backward cast her busie,eye 
To search each secrete of that goodly sted,* 
Over the dore thus written she did spye. 
Bee hold : She oft and oft it over-red,^ 
Yet could not 6nd what sence it figured : 
But whatso were thereb or writ or ment,. 
She was no whit thereby discouraged 
From prosecutbg of her first intent, 
But forward with bold steps into the n^t roome went. 

Much fayrer then ^ the former was that roome, 

> Him list, he pleated. * Sted, place. 

' Dazd, dazzled. * Ov^r-red, read over. 

' 7%o, then. • I7i«»,than. 



406 THE FAERtE ^UEENE. B. HI. 

And richlier, by many partes,^ anayd ; 
For not with Arras made in painefuU locxne, 
But with pure gold it all was overlayd, 
Wrought with wilde antickes^ which their follies playd 
In the rich metall, as ^ they living were : 
A thousand monstrous formes therein were made. 
Such as false Love doth oft upon him weare ; 
For Love m thousand monstrous formes doth oft appeare. 

Lll. 
And, aU about, the glistring walles were hong 
With warlike spoiles and with victorious prayes 
Of mightie con(}uerours and captaines strong, 
Which were whil6me * captived in their dayes 
To cruell Love, and wrought their owne decayes * : 
Their swerds and speres were broke, and hauberques^ 

rent. 
And their proud ^londs of tryumphant bayes 
Troden in dust with fiiry insolent. 
To shew the Victors might and merciless intent. 

LIII. 
The wariike Mayd, beholding earnestly 
The goodly ordinaimce of this rich place, 
Did gready wonder ; ne could satisfy 
Her greedy eyes with gazmg a long space : 
But more she mervaild that no footings trace 
Nor wight appeard, but wastefuU '' emptiness 
And solemne silence over all that place : 
Straunge thing it seem'd, that none was to possesse 
So rich purveyaunce,® ne them keepe with carefiilnesse. 

^ Partes, degrees. > Deeayes, rain. 

' AnJtUkesy fantastic figures. < Hauberques, coats of mail. 

* j9«, as if. 7 WastefCu, uninhabited. 

^ WkUdmey formerly. " Purveyaunee^ Aimituie. 
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LIV. 

And, as she lookt about, she did behold 
How over that same dore was likewise writ, 
Be hoMe, Be boldcy and every where, Be bold ; 
That much she muz'd, yet could not construe it 
By any ridling sldll or commune wit. 
At last she spyde at that rowmes upper end 
Another yron dore, on which was writ, 
Be not too bold ; whereto though she did bend 
Her earnest minde, yet wist ^ not what it might intend. 

LV. 

Thus she there wayted untill eventyde. 
Yet living creature none she saw appeare. 
And now sad shadowes gan the world to hyde 
From mortall vew, and wrap in darkenes dreare ; 
Yet nould she d'off ^ her weary aiines, for feare 
Of secret daunger, ne let sleepe oppresse 
Her heavy eyes with natures burdein deare, 
But drew herselfe aside in sickemesse,^ 
And her welpointed wepons did about her diesse.^ 

> WUiy knew. ' Mntid she d'offy would not take off. 

' SUkenuase^ safety. ^ Dregse, arrange, ^iBpoee. 
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CANTO XII. 

The Maske of Cupid, and th' enchaun- 

ted Chamber are displayd ; 
Whence Britomart redeemes' faire A- 

moret thcoogh cfaannes decayd. 

1. 
Tho,^ wheoas dieardiasse Night ycovered had 
Fayre heaven with an umvefsall clowd^ 
That every wight dismayd with daikenes sad 
In silence and in sleepe themselves £d shvowd. 
She heard a shrilling tiompet soond alowd, 
Signe of nigh battaill, or got victory : 
Nought therewith daunted was her oousage prowd^ 
But rather stbfd toeroeH enmity, 
Expectmg ever when some fee she m^ht descry. 

II. 
With that, an hideous stormed of winde fflPbse, 
With dreadful! thunder and lightning atwixt, 
And an earthquake, as if it streight would lose^ 
The worlds foundations fix>m his centre fixt: 

* 7%o, then. ' Lose, loosen. 



Axg. 1. -^ 7%« Maske of Cupid.'] The masque was a kind of dramatic 
entertainment, very popular in the poet's age. It was originally (like 
the one described in this canto) a sort of masquerade of figures fan- 
tastically dressed, attended with music and dancing, and sometimes 
with elaborate machinery. At a subsequent period, a poetical dialogue 
was added ; and of this species of masques Ben Jonson has left many 
beajitifiil specimens. 
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A direfull stench of smoke and sulphure mixt 
Ensewd, whose noyaunce^ fild the feareiiill sted' 
From the fourth howre of night untill the sixt ; 
Yet the bold Britonesse was nought ydred,^ 
Though much emmov'd, but stedfast still persevered. 

m. 

All suddeinly a stormy whirlwmd blew 
Throughout the house, that clapped every dore^ 
With which t^t yron wicket open flew. 
As it with imghty levers had b^ie tore ; 
And forth y^sewd,^ as ofi die rea£e flore 
Of some thetoe, a grave personage 
That in his hand a braunch of laurell bore, 
With comely haveour^ and countenance sage, 
Tclad in costly gannents fit for tra^ke stage. 

IV. 
Pi^Gibeediiig to thei midst he st8 did stand. 
As if in nnode he somewhat had to say ; 
And to the Vtilgare beckning with his hand, 
tit i^igne of i^nc^, as to heai« a play. 
By litdy actions he gan biewray ^ 

^ JVo$iMmc», aa&ojBnoe. * FjmimI, iasfied. 

' Ste<{, place. • HaMour, demeanor. 

' Ydredf terrified. * Bewray^ reveal. 



m. 6. — A grave pei^scnagBy dec.] Warton etatev that the iiitrodac- 
tion to this prooeasHm of masquen waa borrowed from an allegorical 
apectacle common in Spenaer's age, called the dumb sliow^ which was 
wont to be exhibited before every act of a tragedy. This consisted of 
dumb actors, who, by their dress and action, prepared 1^ spectators for 
the matter and substance of each ensuing act respectively. We have 
a specimeix of this dnmb show, introductory to the play in '' Hamlet." 

lY . 5. — he gan htv6ray 

Some argument^ &c.] He began by bis gestnxes to give 
■ome explanation of the matters about to be represented. 

VOL. u. 35 
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Some argument of matter passioned ; 
Which doen, he backe retyred soft away, 
And, passing by, his name discovered. 
Ease, on his robe in golden letters cyphered. 

V. 
The noble Mayd still standing all this vewd, 
And merveild at his straunge intendiment ^ : 
With that a ioyous fellowship ^ issewd 
Of minstrales making goodly meriment. 
With wanton bardes, and rymers impudent ; 
All which together song full chearefiilly 
A lay of loves delight with sweet concent ' : 
After whom marcht a ioUy company, 
In manner of a maske, enranged orderly. 

VI. 
The whiles a most dditious harmony 
In fiill straunge notes was sweetly heard to sound, 
That the rare sweetnesse of the melody 
The feeble sences wholy did confound. 
And the frayle soule in deepe delight nigh drownd : 
And, when it ceast, shrill trompets lowd did bray, 
That their report did far away rebound ; 
And, when they ceast, it gan againe to play, 
The whiles the Maskers marched fordi in tiim aray. 

VII. 
The first was Fan^, like a lovely boy 
Of rare aspect and beautie without peare, 
Matchable either to that jrmpe * of Troy, 
Whom love did love and chose his cup to beare ; 

^ Intendiment, conduct. ' Concent, harmony. 

' FeUotoskipf company. * Ympe, youth. 



VII. 3. — Ympe of Troy.} Ganymede. 
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Or that same daintie lad, which was so deare 
To great Alcides, that, whenas he dyde, 
He wailed womanlike with many a teare, 
And every wood and every valley wyde ^ 
He filld with.Hylas name ; the nymphes eke Hylas cryde. 

VIII. 
His garment neither was of silke nor say,^ 
But paynted plumes in goodly order dight,^ 
Ldke as th6 sunburnt Indians do aray 
Their tawney bodies in their proudest plight: 
As those same plumes, so seemd he vaine and light, 
That by his gate might easily appeare ; 
For still he far'd as dauncing in delight, 
And in his hand a windy fan did beare, 
That in the ydle ayre he mov'd, still here and theare. 

IX. 
And him beside marcht amorous Desyre, 
Who seemd of ryper yeares then ^ th' other swayne, 
Yet was that other swayne this elders syre, 
And gave him being, commune to them twayne : 
His garment was disguysed very vayne,* 
And his embrodered bonet sat awry : 
Twixt both his hands few sparks he close did strayne, 
Which still he Uew and kindled busily. 
That soone they life conceiv'd, and forth in flames did fly. 

X. 

Next after him went Doubt, who was yclad 
In a discolour'd * cote of straunge disguyse. 
That at his backe a brode capuccio ^ had, 

1 aay^ tlun staff. * Dight, arrayed. ' 7%m, than. 

^ KayiM, fimtastically. * DueoZour'ti, many-colored. 

* CapucdOf capuchin, or hood of a cloak. 
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And sleeves dependaunt Albanese-wyse ; 
He lookt askew with his mistrustfiill eyes, 
And nycely ^ tiode, as* thomes lay in his way, 
Or that the floFe to shrinke he did avyse ^ ; 
And on a broken reed he still did stay 
His feeble steps, which shrunck when hard thereon he lay. 

XI. 
With him went Daunger, cloth'd in ragged weed^ 
Made of beares sldn, that him more dreadfidl made; 
Yet his owne face was dreadfull, ne did need 
Straonge^ honour to defonne his griesly shade^: 
A net m th' one hand, and a rusty blade 
In th' other was ; this Mischiefe, that Mishap ; 
With th' one his foes he threalned to invade. 
With tb' other he his friends ment to enwrap : 
For whom he could not kill he practizd to entrap. 

XII. 
Next him was Feare, all arm'd from top to toe^ 
Yet thought himsetfe not safe enough thereby, 
But feard each diadow moving to or froe ; 
And, his owne armes when glittering he did spy 
Or clashing heard, be fest away did fly. 
As ashes pale c^ hew, and winged beeld ; 
And evermore on Daunger fixt his eye, 
Grainst whom he alwayes bent a bras^ shidd, 
Which his right hand unarmed fearefally did wield. 

• JVycciy, carefully. * ^e<^, dress. 

• ^Sj as if . * StraungCj foreign, or "borrowed. 

• Avyse, perceive. « Griedy shade, firightfol appeafanoe. 

X. ^^^l^tndaunt AVbanes^'Wyse^ Hanging after I3ba Iwhion of 
the inhailriteaits of Albania. 
XII. 6. — Winged heeld.'] With wiiige«l heelsu 
XII. 9. — Which his right hand, &c.] '* This circumstance is snita- 
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xin. 
With him went Hope in rancke, a handsome mayd. 
Of chear^ill looke and lovdy to behold ; 
In silken samite^ she was light arayd. 
And her fayre lockes were woven up in gold: 
She always smyld, and in her hand did hold 
An holy-water-6princkle, dipt in debwe, 
With which she sprinckled favours manifold 
On whom she list, and did great liking sheowe. 
Great liking unto many, but true love to feowe. 

xiv: 

And after them Dissemblaunce and Suspect 
Marcht in one rancke, yet an unequall paire ; 
For She was gentle and of milde aspect, 
Courteous to all and seeming debonaire,^ 
Goodly adorned and exceeding faire ; 
Yet was that all but paynted and purloynd, 
And her bright browes were deckt with bonowed haire ; 
Her deeds were fcnrged, and her words false coynd, 
And alwaies in her hand two clewes of ^Ike she twynd : 

XV. 

But He was ibwle, ill favoured, and grim, 
Under his eiebrowes looking sdll askaunce ; 
And ever, as Dissemblaunce laught on him. 
He lowrd on Her with daungerous eye-glaunce, 
Shewing his nature in his countenaunce ; 
His rolling eies did never rest in place; 

> SoToUe^ a kind of silk stuiT. ' Ddwnairef gnciovm. 



ble to the nature of Fear, who is here justly represented as being more 
■elieiitous to defend himself than to hurt others ; he therefore bean his 
ihield on Ms right arm/' — Chu&cb. 

XIII. 1. — In ranefu.'] Together, or in the same line. 

35* 
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But walkte ^ each where for feare of hid mischaunce. 
Holding a lattis still before his face, 
Through which he stil did peep as forward he did pace. 

XVI. 
Next him went Griefe aiid Fury matcbt yfere^; 
Griefe all in sable sorrowfiilly clad, 
Downe hanging his dull head with heavy chere. 
Yet inly being more then ^ seeming sad : 
A paire of pincers in his hand he had, 
Widi which he pmched people to the hart, 
That fix)m thenceforth a wretched life they ladd, 
In wilfull languor and consuming smart, 
Dying each day with inward wounds of dolours ^ dart 

XVII. 
But Fury was iiill ill appareiled 
In rags, that naked nigh she did appeare, 
With ghasdy looks and dreadfuU drerihed ^ ; 
And from her backe her garments she did teare, 
And fixxn her head ofte rente her snarled heare : 
In her right hand a firebrand shee did tosse 
About h^ head, still roaming here and there ; 
As a dismayed deare in chace embost,® 
Forgetfull of his safety, hath his right way lost. 

xvm. 

After them went Displeasure and Pleasaunce, 
He looking lompish "^ and fiill sulleui sad, 

* WalkU^ roved, rolled. * Drerihed^ grief. 

* lyere, together. ' EmJbost^ hard pressed. 
' 7%«n, than. ? Lompishy heavy. 

* Dolours, griers. 



XV. S.-- Holding a lattis^ dec.] ** Suspect is drawn with a lattice.- 
the allusion is to the Italian name gdosia; such blinds or lattites as 
they may see through, yet not be seen." — Upton. 
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And hanging downe his heavy countenaunce ; 
She chearfUU, fresh, and fiiU of ioyaunce glad, 
As if no sorrow she ne felt ne drad ; 
That evill matched paire they seemd to bee : 
An angry waspe th' one in a viall had, 
Th' other in hers an hony lady-bee. 
Thus marched these six couples forth in £ure degree. 

XIX. 

After all these there marcht a most (aire Dame, 
Led of two grysie ^ Villems, th' one Despight, 
The other cleped* Cruelty by name: 
She dolefuU Lady, like a dreary spright 
Cald by strong charmes out of eternall night, 
Had Deathes own ymage figuid in her face, 
Full of sad signes, fearfiill to living sight ; 
Yet in that horror shewd a seemdy ^ grace. 
And with her feeble feete did move a comely pace. 

XX. 

Her brest all naked, as nett ^ yvory 
Without adome of gold or silver bright 
Wherewith the craftesman wonts it beautify, 
Of her dew h(Hiour was despoyled quight ; 
And a wide wound therein (O ruefiill si^t !) 
Entrenched deep with knyfe accursed keene. 
Yet freshly bleeding forth her fainting spright, 
(The worke of cruell hand) was to be scene, 
That dyde in sangume red her skin all snowy cleene : 

> Orysie, squalid. ' ' Seemdy^ pleasmg. 

* CUpedf called. * JVett, pure. 



XVIII. 8. — Jin hony lady-bee.] This is difficult of explanation, 
unless we suppose that Spenser imagined that the working-bees were 
females. 



i 
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XXI. 

At tbat wide orifice her trembling hart 
Was drawne forth, and in silver basin layd. 
Quite through transfisLed with a deadly dart, 
And m her blood yet steeming firesh embayd.^ 
And those two Villeins (which her steps upstayd. 
When her weake feete could scarcely her sustaio^. 
And fading vitall powres gan to fade,) 
Her forward still with torture did constraine, 
And evermore encreased her consuming paine. 

XXII. 

Next after her, the Wmged God himselfe 
Came riding on a lion ravenous, 
Taught to obay the menage ^ of that Elfe 
That man and beast with powre imperious 
Subdeweth to bis kingdome tyrannous : 
IGs Uindfbld eies be bad awhile unbinde, 
That hb proud spoile of that same dolorous 
Faire Dame he might behold in perfect kinde ; 
Which scene, he much reioyced in his cruell minde. 

XXIII. 
Of which fill prowd, himselfe uprearing hye 

He looked round about with steme disdayne^ 

And did survay his goodly company ; 

And, maishallihg the eviltordered trayne, 

1 Embaydf bathed. ' Menage, management. 



XXI. 7. — And fading, &c.] As ''fade" occm» in the same line, 
it has been co&jeotured that Spenser wrote '^ failing '' instead of 
« fading." 

XXII. 7. — of that same dolarotts 

Faire Dame.'] i. e. Amoret, who was a prisoner in the 



XXII. 8. — In perfect kinde.'] With perfect distinctness. 
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With that the darts which his right hand did straine 
Full dreadfiiUy he shooke, that all did quake, 
And clapt on hye his coulourd winges twaine, 
That all his man^r^ it affiaide did make : 
Tho,^ blinding him againe, his way he forth did take. 

XXIV. 
Behind^ him was Reproch, Repentaunce, Shame ; 
Reproch the first, ^ame next, Repent behmde : 
Repentaunoe feeble, sorrowfiiil, and lame ; 
Repioch despightfid, carelesse, and unkinde ; 
Shame most ill*favoiati, bestial], and blinde : 
Shame lowrd, Repentaunce sighd, R^roch did scould ; 
Reproch sharpe stings, Repentaunce whips ^itwinde, 
Shame burning brond-yrons in her basid did hold : 
All three to each ui^c, yet all made in one mould. 

XXV. 

And after them a lude confiised rout 
Of persons flockl, whose names is hard to read ' : 
Emongst them was steme Strife ; and Anger stoi:^ ; 
Unquiet Care ; and fond ^ Unthriftyhead ; 
Lewd Losse of Time ; and Sorrow se^ining dead ; 
Inconstant Chauoge ; smd false Disloyalty ; 
Consuming Riotise ; and guilty Dread 
Of heavmly Vengeaunce ; faint Infirmity ; 
Vile Poverty ; and, lastly. Death with infamy. 

XXVI. 
There were fijS many moe^ like Maladies, 
Whose names and natUFss I note ^ readen wd) ; 
So many moe,^ as there be phantasies 
In wavering wemens witt, that none can teS, 

> MmMf, oompftny. ^ FonA, fooUiA^ 

' Tho^ then. * Jtf<M, more. 
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Or paines in love, or puDisbments in hell : 
AU which disguized marcht in tnasking-wise 
About the Chamber by the Damozell ; 
And then returned, having marched thrise, 
Into the inner lowme from whence they first did rise.^ 

XXVII. 
So soone as they were in, the dore streightway 
Fast locked, driven with that stormy blast 
Which first it opened, and bore all away. 
Then the brave Maud, which al this while was plast 
In secret shade, and saw both first and last, 
Issewed forth and went unto the dore 
To enter in, but fownd it locked fast : 
It vaine she thought with rigorous uprore 
For to eSoTce, when channes had closed it afore. 

XXVIII. 
Where force might not availe, their sleights and art 
She cast ^ to use, both^ fitt far hard emprize : 
Forthy ^ fiom that same rowme not to depart 
Till morrow next shee did herselfe avize,* 
When that same Maske againe should forth arize. 
The morrowe next appeard with ioyous cheare. 
Calling men to their daily exercize : 
Then she, as morrow firesh, herselfe did reare 
Out of her secrct stand that day for to outweare.^ 

XXIX. 

All that day she outwore ® in wandering 
And gazbg on that Chambers ornament^ 

» Risey proceed. * Hersey^e^ amze^ deteimioe. 

* Cast, purposed. » Ouiweare, pass. 

• Forthy f therefore. « Ouhborey paased. 

XXVn. 8. — Rigarau8 ti^ore.'} VigorouB eflfort 



C* XII. THE FAEKIE qUEENB. 419 

Till that againe the second Evening 
Her covered with her sable vestiment, 
Wherewith the worlds faire beautie she hath blent ^ : 
Then, when the second watch was almost past, 
That braspn dore flew open, and in went 
Bold Britomart, as she bad late forecast,^ 
Nether of ydle showes nor of false charmes aghast. 

XXX. 

So soone as she was entred, rownd about 
She cast her eies to see what was become 
Of all those persons which she saw without. 
But lo ! they streight were vanisht all and sc»ne ; 
Ne living wight she saw in all that roome. 
Save that same woefiiU Lady ; both whose hands 
Were bounden fast, diat did her ill become. 
And her small waste girt rownd with yron bands 
Unto a brasen plllour, by the which $he stands. 

XXXI. 

And, her before, the vile Enchaunter sate. 
Figuring straunge characters of his art ; 
With living blood he those characters wrate,' 
Dreadfully dropping fiom her dying hart, 
Seeming transfixed with a cruell dart ; 
And all perforce to make her him to love. 
Ah ! who can love the worker of her smart ! 
A thousand charmes he formerly did prove ; 
Yet tl'ousand charmes could not her stedfast hart remove. 

^ Blentf obscured. ' Forecast^ previously determined. 

■ Wrote, wrote. 



XXIX. 6. — Second toatch.'] The second watch began at nine, and 
^Stdcd at twelve. 

XXIX. 7. — Brasen dore.^ In the third stanza this door is * iron.' 

XXX. 4. — AU and gome.} One and all. 
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XXXIl. 

Soon as that Virgin Knight he saw in place, 
Hb wicked bookes in hast he overthrew. 
Not caring his feng labours to ddace ; 
And, fiercely running to that Lady tiew, 
A murdrous knife out of his pocket drew, 
The which he thought, for villdnous despight. 
In her tormented bodie to embrew : 
But the stout Damzell to him leaping light 
His cursed hand withheld, and maistered his might 

XXXJII. 
From her, to whom his fiiry &st he ment,^ 
The wicked weapon rashly ^ he did wrest,' 
And, turning to herselfe his fell intent, 
Unwares it strooke into her snowie chest. 
That litle drops empurpled her &ire hresL 
Exceeding wroth therewith tlie Virgin grew, 
Albe^ the wound were nothing deepe imprest. 
And fiercely forth her moitall blade she drew. 
To give him the reward for such vile outrage dew. 

XXXIV. 
So mightily she smote him, that to groond 

He fell halfe dead ; next stroke him should have alaiae, 

Had not the Lady, which by him ^ood bound, 

Demly ^ unto her called to abstaine 

From doing him to dy ; for else her paine 

Should be rem^dilesse ; sith ^ none but bee 

> Mentj directed. * Mbe, although. 

' Rashly, quicklj. * Demly, eameitly. 

' Wrest, tarn aside. * Sith, since. 



XXXII. 3. — JVbf earing, &c.] Not caring whether he defaced lui 
long labors or not. 
XXXIII.3. — 7(9Aer#e{f«.] To Britnaart 
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Which wrought it coald the same recum againe. 
Th«?ewith she stayd her hand, loth stayd to bee ; 
For life she hkn env^de, and Icmg^d Tevenge to see : 

XXXV. 

And to him said; <^Thou wicked man, whose meed 
For so huge mischiefe and v3e villany 
Is death, or if that ought doe death exceed; 
Be sure that nought may save thee from to dy 
But if ^ that thou this Dame do presently 
Restore unto h^ health and former state ; 
This doe, and live; els dye undoubtedly/^ 
He, glad of life, that lookt for death but late, 
Did yidd hknselfe right willing to pDolong his date : 

XXXVI. 
And rising up gan streight to over-looke^ 
Those cursed leaves, his charmes back to reverse : 
Full dieadfull thinges out of that baleiiill booke 
He red, and measured many a sad verse. 
That borraur gan the Vir^s hart to perse^ 
And her faire locks up stared sdSe on^nd. 
Hearing him those same bkx)dy lynes rdierse ; 
And, all the while he ced, sh^ did extend 
Her 8W<»rd high ov^ him, if ought he did o^nd. 

XXXVIT. 

Anon she gan pero^ve the house to quake, 

And all the dores to ratde round about ; 

Yet all that did not her dismaied make, 

Nor slack her tlneatfull hand for daungers dout,' 

But still with stedfaist eye and courage stout 

Abode, to weet ^ what end would come of all : 

1 But iff unlegB. > Dmtt, fesr. 

' Over-looke, look over. ^ JVeetf learn. 
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422 THE FAEBIE ^UEENE. B. ni< 

At last that mightie chahie, which round about 

Her tender waste was wound, adowne gan fall, 

And that great brasen pillour broke in peeces small. 

XXXVIll^ 
The cruell Steele, which thrild ^ her dying hart, 
Fell softly forth, as of his owne accord ; 
And the wyde wound, which lately did dispart^ 
Her bleeding brest and riven bowels gor'd. 
Was closed up, as it bad not beene sor'd ^ ; 
And every part to safety fiill sownd. 
As she^were never hurt, was soone rest(»tl : 
Tho,* when she felt herselfe to be unbownd 
And perfect hole, prostrate she fell unto the grownd ; 

XXXIX. 

Before faire Britomart she fell prostrate, 
Saymg ; " Ah ! noble Knight, what worthy meede 
Can wretched Lady, quitt frond wofull state. 
Yield you in lieu of this your gracious deed? 
Your vertue selfe her owne reward shall breed, 
Even immortal prayse and glory wyde. 
Which I your vassall, by your prowesse freed, 
Shall through the world make to be notifyde,^ 
And goodly well advaunce that goodly well was tryde." 

XL. 
But Britomart, uprearing her from grownd, 
Said ; ^' Gentle Dame, reward enough I weene, 

> 7%n2<2, pierced. * Tko,ihen. 

* Dispart J divide. * Jfotifydej proclaimed. 

' Sor'd, made sore, hurt. 



XXXIX. 9. — And goodly toeU advaunce^ &c.] And properly cele- 
brate the qualities that have been so well tried. ■ 
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For many labours more than I have fiiimd, 
This^ tliat in safetie now I have you seene, 
And meane ^ of your deliverance have beeoe : 
Hencefordi, faire Lady, ccxnfort to you take, 
And put away remembrance of late teene ^ ; 
Insted thereof, know that your loving Make^ 
Hath no lesse griefe endured for your gentle sake." 

XLI. 
She much was cheard to hear him mentiond, 
Whom of all living wightes she loved best. 
Then laid the noble Championesse strong bond 
Upon th' Enchaunter which had her distrest 
So sore, and with foule outrages opprest : 
With that great chaine, wherewith not long ygoe 
He bound that pitteous Lady prisoner now relest, 
Himselfe she bound, more worthy to be so. 
And captive with her led to wretchednesse and wo. 

XLU. 
Returning back, those goodly rowmes, which erst^ 
She saw so rich and royally arayd, 
Now vanisht utterly and cleane subverst 
She found, and all their glory quite decayd ; 
That sight of such a chaunge her much dismayd. 
Thence forth descending to that perlous^ porch, 
Those dreadfiill flames she also found delayd^ 



' Meane, meaiui, or instniment ^ Erstf before. 

• Teene, sorrow. • Perlaus, perilouf . 

' Make, companion, or lover. ' Deiayd, removed. 



XLI. 7. — Lady prisons. "] " Prisoner ' ' is supposed by some of Spen- 
ser's editors to have crept in by accident or mistake of the printer, as 
the line, as it now reads, has twelve syllables. 



} 
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And quADched quitelike a oonsumed toteh. 
That erst^ all entreis wont so cruelly to 8C<»ch. 

XLIII. 

More Musoeissew DOW tfaea^ entrance late I 

She found ; for now that fiuned-dreadiiill ^ flame. 

Which ehokt the poich of that enchaunted gate 

And possage bard to all that thither came, 

Was vanbht quite, as it were not the same, I 

And gave her leave at pleasure forth to passe. 

Th' Enchaunter selfe, which all that fraud did 

frame 
To have eStofii the love of that &ire Lasse, 
Seeing his woike now wasted, deepe engrieved was. 

XLIV. 
But when the Vlctoresse arrived there 

> 

Where late she left the pensife Scudamore 
With her own trusty Squire, both full of feare. 
Neither of them she found where she them lore^: 
Thereat her noble hart was stonisht sore ; 
But most faire Amoret, whose gentle spright 
Now gan to feede on hope, which she before 
Conceived had, to see her own deare Kni^t, 
Being da^reof begujrld, was fild with new affiight. 

XLV. 
But he, sad man, when he had long in diede 
Awayted there for Britomarts retume, 
Yet saw her not, nor signe of her good speed, 
His expectation ta-despaire did tume. 
Misdeeming ^ sul^ that her those flames did bume ; 
And therefore* gan advize with her old Squire, 



> Erstf heSare. * 7%«fi,th«n. ' FMnedrdreadfidl,tLpp9xenily dtetAM. 
* Lore, left. * Misdeeming^ judging wionglj. 
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Who her deare nomdings Josse no kssse did moume, 
Thence to depait for fiirth^ aide f enquire : 
Where let them wend ^ at will; whilest here I doe respire. 

» fF0nd,ffo. 

When Speneer printed bis first tlvee books of ibe F»eiie Queene, 
the two lovers, Sir Scudamore and Amoreti have & bappy meeting ; 
but aflerwards, when he printed the fourth, fifth, and sij^th boolu, he 
reprinted likewise the three first books ; and, among other alterations 
of the lesser kind, he left out the five last stanzas, and made three new 
stanzas, viz. More easie isseur now, &c. Bj these alterations this third 
book not only connects better with the fourth, but the reader is kept 
in that suspense which is necessary in a well-told story. The stanzas 
which are mentioned above, as omitted in the second edition, and 
printed in the first, are the following: — 

xLin. 

At last she came unto the place, where late 

' She left Sir Scudamour in great distresse, 
Twixt dolour and despight half desperate, 
Of hifl loues Boccoor, of his owne redresse, 
And of the httdie ^ Britomarts successe : 
There on the cold earth him now thrown she found, 
In wilful anguish, and dead heaTinesse, 
And to him cald ; whose voices knowen sound 

Soone as he heard, faimsdf he reared light from ground. 

XLIV, 
There did he see, that most on Earth him ioyd, 
His dearest loue, the comfort of his dayes, 
Whose too long absence him had sore annoyd, 
And weaned his life with dull delayeo: 
Straight he upstarted from the loathed layea,* 
And to her ran wtth hasty eagemesse, 
like as a deare, that greedily embayes* 

1 Hardie, bold. * Layes, lea, ground. > Embayes, bathes. 

36* 
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In the cool soile, after long thiratineflse, 
Which he in chace enduieth hat)i, now nigh breathlesse. 

XLV. 

Lightly he clipt^ her twixt hia armes twaine^ j 

And Btreightly * did embrace her body bright, 

Her body, late the pnson of sad paine, 

Now the sweet lodge of loue and dear delight: 

Bat the faire lady, overcoimnen quight 

Of huge affection, did in pleasure melt, 

And in sweet ravishment pourd out her spright 

No word they spake, nor earthly thing they felt. 
Bat like two senceless stocks in long embracements dwelt 

XLVI. 

Had ye them seene, ye would have surely thought 
That they had been that faire hermaphrodite. 
Which that rich Roman of white marble wrought, 
And in his costly bath caused to be site.' 
So seemd those two, as growne together quite ; 
That Britomart, halfe oiuying their blesse, ^ 

Was much empassiond in her gentle sprite. 
And to her selfe oft wisht like happinesse: 
In vaine she wisht, that fate n'ould^ let her yet possesse. 

XLvn. 

Thus doe those louers with sweet counteruayle,' 
Each other of loues bitter fruit despoile. 
But now my teme begins to faint and fayle, 
All woxen weary of thdr ioumall* toyle; 
Therefore I will their sweatie yokes assoyle^ 
At this same ftirrowes end, till a new day : 
And ye, fair swayns, after your long turmoyle, 
Now cease your worke, and at your pleasure play ; i 

Now cease your work ; to-morrow is an holy day. 

' Cl^, embraced. > Cmmteruat^, countervail, mterchaiige. 

* Btreightly f cloiely. * loumaU, daily. ^ 

* 8ite, placed. 7 Asso^, loosen, release. 
A N*ouldf would not. 



XLVI. ^'^CotUy baJth.'l This statue was found in the baths of Diocletian. 



THE FOURTH BOOKE 



OF 



THE FAERIE QUEENE 



COHTATNINO 



THE LEGEND OF CAMBEL AND TBJAMOJXDj OR OV 

FRIENDSHIP. 

I. 

JL HE rugged forhead, that with grave foresight 
Welds ^ kingdomes causes and afi^res of state, 
My looser rimes, I wote,^ doth sharply wite ^ 
For praising love as I have done of late, 
And magnifying loveis deare debate ; 
By which fraile youth is oft to folKe led, 
Through &lse allurement of that pleasdng baite. 
That better were in vertues discipled,* 
Then ^ with vaine poemes weeds to have th^ fimdes fed. 

II. 
Such ones ill iudge of love, that cannot love, 
Ne in their frosen hearts feele kindly flame : 

1 Wdds, wields. * FFote, know. * TPtto, blame. 

* Disdpledj disciplined. * Tken, than. 



1. 1. — 7%« rugged forhead.'] The lord treaaurer Burleigh la aap- 
posed to be " the nigged forhead " here mentioned. 
I. 9. — Weeds."] Here uaed for something noziona or naeleaa. 
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Forthy ^ they ought not thing unknowne reprove, 
Ne Daturall affection faultlesse blame 
For iault of few that have abusd the same : 
For it of hoBOt and all vertue is 
The roote> and brings fiirth glorious flowres of feme, 
That crowne true lovers with immortall blis. 
The meed of them that love, and do not live amisse. 

III. 

Yirhich whoso list looke backe to former ages, 
And call to count the things that then were donne, 
Shall find that all the workes of those wise sages, 
And brave exploits whbh great heroes woime^ 
In love were either ended or begunne : 
Witnesse the Father of Philosophie, 
Which to his Critias, shaded oft bom sunne, 
Of lov# iiiU manie lessons did apply. 
The which these Stokk^ censouis cannot well deny* 

IV. 

To such therefore I do not ^g at all ; 
But to that sacred Saint my soveraigne Queene, 
In whose chast brest all bountie ^ naturall 
And treasuxes of true love enlocked ^ beene, 
Bove all her sexe that ever yet was seaie ; 
To bier I sing of love, that lovetb best, 
And best is lov'd of all alive J weene ; 
To her this song most fitly is addrest, [blest. 

The Queene of love, and Prince of peace bom heaven 

V, 

Which that she may the better deigne to heare. 



1 



Forthy, therefore. • Bountie, generoeity. 

' Enlocked, enclosed, contained. 

in. 6. — Father of PhOosophie.^ Socrates. 



Do tbou, dred Infant^ Venus deaiiing dove^ 
Fmm her high spirit chase imperious feare, 
And use of awfull maiestie remove : 
Insted thereof with drops of melting love, 
Deawd with ambrosiall kisses, by thee gotten 
From thy sweete-smyling Mother finom above, 
Sprinckle her heart, and haugbtie courage soften, 
That she may hearke to love, and reade this lesson often. 

V. 3. — Imperious feare."] ^ Feare *' here means that which inspires 
fear in others. 

y. 5. — With drops of meUing lovey &c.] This language has an odd 
sound when we recollect that Queen EMzaheth, when tikis portion of 
the poem was published, was oyer sixty years old. 



! 
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CANTO I. 

Fayre Britomart saves Amoret : 

Duessa discord breedes 
Twixt Scudamour and Blandamour : 

Their fight and warlike deedes. 

I. 
Or loveis sad calamities of dd 
Full many piteous stories doe remaine, 
But none more piteous ever was ytold 
Then ^ that of Am(»«ts hart-binding chaine, 
And this of Florimels unworthie paine : 
The deare compassion of whose bitter fit ^ 
My softned heart so sorely doth constraine. 
That I with teares full oft doe pittie it^ 
And oftentimes doe wish it never had bene writ. 

II. 
For, fix)m the time that Scudamour her bought' 
In perilous fight^ she never ioyed day ; 
A perilous fight ! when he with force her brought 
From twentie Knights that did him all assay ^ ; 
Yet fitirely well he did them all dismay,^ 
And with great glorie both the Shield of Love 
And eke the Ladie selfe he brought away ; 

^ ITUn, than. * Fit, affliction. ' Bought, won. 

^ ^ssay, aoEoil. * Dismay, subdue. 



II. 3. — A perUeus fight."] Of the manner in which Scudamore won 
Amoret, we are informed hereafter, in the tenth canto of this book. 
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Whom having wedded, as did him behove, 
A new iinknowen mischiefe did from him remove. 

III. 
For that same vile Enchauntour Busyran, 
The very selfe same day that she was wedded. 
Amidst the bridale feast, whilest every man ^ 
Surcharg'd ^ with wine were heedlesse and ill-hedded,* 
All bent to mirth before the Bride was bedded, 
Brought in that Mask of Love which late was showen ; 
And there the Ladie ill of friends bestedded,^ 
By way of sport, as oft in Maskes is knowen, 
Conveyed quite away to living wight unknowen. 

IV. 

Seven moneths he so her kept in Utter smart, 
Because his siniiill lust she would not serve, 
Untill such time as noble Britomart- 
Released her, that else was like to sterve ^ 
Through cruell knife that her deare heart did kerve^: 
And now she is with her upon the way 
Marching in lovely wise, that could deserve 
No spot of blame, though spite did oft assay 
To blot her with dishonor of so faire a pray. 

V. 

Tet should it be a pleasant tale, to tell 
The diverse usage, and demeanure daint,^ 

^ Surcharged, overburdened. ^ Stervt, starve, die. 

' JU-kedded, disturbed in head. * Kerve, carve, pierce. 

' Besteddtdf attended. ' Demeanure daint, delicate conduct. 



III. 6. — Which late was shaujen."] In the last canto of the third 
book. 

IV . 9. — To blot her, &c.] * To impute to her a dishonorable con- 
nection with her fair charge.' Britomart, it will be remembered, was 
supposed to be a man. 



That each to 6ttiier made, as oft befell : 
For Amoret light fearefbll was and faint 
Lest she with blame her honor should attaint, 
That everie word did tremble as she spake, 
And everie looke was coy and wondrous quaint,^ 
And everie fimbe that touched her did quake ; 
Fet could she not but curteous countenance to her mak^. 

VI. 
For well she wist,* as true it w^ indeed, 
That her bve's lord and patrone of her health 
Right well deserved, as hti dDeiull meed. 
Her love, her service, and her utmost wealth : 
All is his iusdy that all freely deal'th.^ 
Nathlesse her honor dearer then ^ her fife 
She sought to save, as thing reservM from stealth ; 
Die had she lever ^ with Enchanters kmfe' 
Then^ to be false in love, profest a virgine wife. 

VII. 
Thereto^ her feare was made so much ijie greater 
Through fine abusion ^ of that Briton Mayd ; 
Who, for to hide her fained sex the better 
And maske her wounded mind, both did and sayd 
Full many things so doubtfiiU to be wayd,® 

^ il^aifU, nice, 007. * Lever , rather. 

* Wistj knew. ' Thereto^ besides. 

' Dearth, bestoweth. ^ Fine abusioftf cunning fraud. 

* Then, than. ' Wayd, weighed, midentood. 



T. 9. — Curteous eountenanee to her make.'] Behave to her in a 
courteous manner. 
VI. 2. — Ldve's tord."] Rescuer from death. 

VI. 2- — Patrone of her health.] Person to whom her welfare and 
Ikappiness were owing. 

VII. 4. — Wounded fnind.] Wounded; that is, with love for Arthe- 
gaU. 
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That well she wist ^ not what by them to gesse: 
For otherwhiles to her she purpos ^ made 
Of love, and otherwhiles of lustfiilnessa. 
That much she feard his mind would grow to some excesse. 

Vlll. 
His will she feard ; for him she surely thought 
To be a man, such as indeed h& seemed; 
And much the more, by that he lately wrought. 
When her from deadly thraldome he redeemed, 
For which no sendee she too much esteemed : 
Yet dread of shame and doubt ^ of fowle dishonor 
Made her not yeeld so much as due shee deemed. 
Tet Britomart attended duly on her, 

As well became a Knight, and did to h^ all hon<»r. 

IX. 
It so bdfell one evening that they came 
Unto a Castell, lodged there to bee. 
Where many a Knight, and many a lovely Dame, 
Was &en assembled deeds of armes to see: 
Amongst all which was none more faire then^ shee, 
That many of them mov'd to eye her sore. 
The custome of that place was such, that bee, , 

Which had no Love nor Lemman there in store, 

Should ^ther winne him one, or lye without the dore. 

X. 

Amongst the rest there was a iolly Knight, 
Who, being asked for his love, avowed 
That fairest Amoret was his by right. 
And offied that to iustifie alowd. 
The warlike Virgine, seeing his so prowd 
And boastfull chalenge, wexed inlie wroth, 

1 Wist, knew. ' Daubt^ fear. 

* Purpos, conyersation. ^ T%sn, than. 

VOL. u. 37 
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But for the present did her anger shrowd; 
And sayd, her Love to lose she was full loth. 
But dither he should neither of them have, or both. 

XI. 

So foorth they went, and both together justed ^ ; 
But that same younker^ soone was overthrowne. 
And made repent that he had rashly lusted 
For thing unlawfuU that was not his owne : 
Tet since he seemed valiant, though unknowne, 
She, that no lesse was courteous then ^ stout,^ 
Cast bow to salve, that both the custome ^showne^ 
Were kept, and yet that Knight not locked out ; 
That seem'd full hard t' accord two things so fiur in dout. 

XII. 
The seneschall was cal'd to deeme ^ the right ; 
Whom she reqoir'd, that first fayre Amoret 
Might be to her allow'd, as to a Knight 
That did her win and firee fix»n chalenge set : 
Which straight to her was yeelded without let "^ : 
Then, smce that strange Knights Love fiom him was 

quitted,® 
She claimM that to herselfe, as Ladies det^ 
He as a Knight might iustly be admitted ; 
So none should be out shut, ^th ^^ all of Loves were fitted.^ 

* Gvustedf jousted, ran a course ' Deeme, judge. 

with spears. ^ Let, hinderance. 

' Younker, youth. ^ ^itdtted, taken. 

' Tketi, than. » Det, debt. 

^ SUmt, brave. >* SUh, since. 

* Skoioney proclaimed. ^> Fitted of, supplied with. 



XI. 7. — Cast how to saLve."] Cast in her mind how to contrive. 

XI . 9. ■ — So far in dotU.'] So difficult. 

XII. 1. — SeneschaU.'] The household steward, or mftsfer of the 
ceremonies. 
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XIIL 

With that, her glistriDg helmet she Qslaced ; 
Which doit,^ her golden lockes, that were upbound 
Still in a knot, unto her heeles downe traced, 
And like a silken veile in compasse round 
About her backe and all her bodie wound : 
Like as the shining skie in summers night, 
What time the dayes with sc(»ching heat abound. 
Is creasted ^ all with lines of firie light, 
That it prodigious seemes in common peoples sight. 

XIV. 
Such wh^i those Knights and Ladies all about 
Beheld her, all were with amazement smit. 
And every one gan grow in secret doat 
Of this and that, according to each wit : 
Some thought that some enchantment faygned it ; 
Some, that Bellona in that warlike wise 
To them appeared, with shield and armour fit ; 
Some, that it was a maske of strange disguise : 
So diversely each one did sundrie doubts devise. 

XV. 

But that young Knight, which through her gentle deed 

Was to that goodly fellowship restored. 

Ten thousand thankes did yeeld her for her meed, 

And, doubly oveicommen, her ador'd : 

So did they all their former strife accord ^ ; 

And eke fayre Amoret, now freed from feare. 

More franke affection did to her aflbrd ; 

1 DqH^ taken off. ' CrsatUd, crested, tufled. > Accord^ eompoae. 

XIII. &— Wiih UiieB qfjirie Ugbt,} ThiB is a description of the 
Aurora Borealis. 
XV. 4« — Dumbly wireammm.1 Oyercome by her valor and her 

generosity. 
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And to her bed» which she was w<»it forbeare, 
Now fieely drew> and found right safe assurance theaie: 

XVI. ' 
Where all that night Aey of th^ loves did treat,^ 
And hard adventures, twixt themselves alone. 
That each the other gan with passion great 
And griefuU ^ pittie privately bemcxie. 
The morrow next, so soone as Titan shcme. 
They both uprose and to their waies them dight': 
LcHig wandred they, yet nev^ met with none 
That to their willes could them direct aright. 
Or to ibem tydings tell that mote their harts dehght. 

xvn. 
Lo thus they rode, till at the last they sjnde 
Two armed Knights that toward them did pace. 
And ech of them had ryding by his side 
A Ladie, seeming in so iarre a space ; 
But Ladies none they were, albee ^ m Ace 
And outward shew faire s^nblance they did bears ; 
For under maske of beautie and good grace 
Vile treason and fowie falshood hidden were, 
That mote to none but to the warie wise appeare. 

xvin. 

The one of them the false Duessa hight,^ 



^ Treeif discoarae. ^ JSBbee, although, 

s OriefuU, grief-fun. • mght, called. 

' Dight, prepaxed. 



XVI. 6. — Their toaies them digkt.'] Piepaied themselTes for tli^ 
journey. 

XVII. 4. — Seeming m so farre a space,'] Appearing to be at so 
great a distance. 

XVIII. 1. ~ Duessa.'] Duessa appears from the eighth canto of the 
first book. 
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That Qow had chang'd her firmer wonted hew; 
For she could d'on ^ so manie shs^pes in sight, 
As oyer «ould cameleon colours new ; 
So could she 6xge all colours, save the trew: 
The other no whit better was then ^ shee, 
But that, such as she was, she plaine did shew ; 
Yet otherwise much worse, if worse might bee, 
And dayly nM»e offensiire unto each degree: 

Her name was Ate, mother of debate' 
And all dissention which doth dayly grow 
Amongst fraile men, that, many a publike state 
And many a private oft doth overthrow. 
Her false Duessa, who fiiU well did know 
To be most fit to trouble noble Knights 
Which hunt for honor, raised from below 
Out of the dwellings of the damned spiights, 
Where she in darknes wastes her cursed daies and nights. 

Hard by the gates of hell her dwelling is ; 
There, whereas all the plagues and harmes abound 
Which punish wicked men that walke amisse : 
It is a darksome delve ^ farre under ground, 
With thomes and barren brakes environd round, 
That none the same may easily out win ^ ; 
Yet many waies to enter may be found. 
But none to issue forth when one is in : 
For discord harder is to end then^ to begin. 

^ jyoHf do on, put on. * l%en, than. * DebaU, rtrife. 
* DdoBf eaye. * Out 10m, get out. 



XVIII. 9. — Vnio uLck degret.'l To eveiy condition; to penom of 
allflortf. 

37* 
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XXI. 

And all witfam, tbe riven walk were hung 
With ragged monuments of times fisrepast,^ 
All which the sad effects of discord sung : 
There were rent rohes and broken scepters plast ' ; 
Altars deiyldy and holy things defast ; 
DisshiTered speares and shields ytome in twaine ; 
Great cities ransackt, and strong castles rast ^ ; 
Nations captived, and huge armies slaine : 
Of all which mines there some relicks did remaine. 

XXII. 
There was the signe ^ of antique Babylcxi ; 
Of fatall Thebes ; of Rome that raigned long ; 
Of sacred Salem ; and sad TXion, 
For memorie of which on high there hong 
The Golden Apple, cause of all their wrong, 
For which the three faire goddesses did strive : 
There also was the liame of Nimrod strong ; 
Of Alexander, and his princes five 
Which shar'd to them the spoiles that he had got alive: 

XXIII. 
And there the relicks of the drunken fray, 
The which amongst the Lapithees befell ; 
And of the bloodie feast, which sent away 
So many Centaures drunken soules to hell, 

1 Forepastj gone by. ' Rast, razed. 

^ Plastf placed. * Signe, picture^ repreflentation. 



XXII. 8. — His princes five.^ These five princee, according to Upton, 
were Cassander, LyBimachus, Ptolemj, Seleucus, and Antigonns. 

XXIII. 3. — Cfihe bldodie feast."] A quarrel between the Gentanis 
and LapithiB arose at the wedding of one of the latter; Pirithona and 
many of the Centaurs were slain. Hercules was one of the Lap- 
ithcB. 
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That under great Alcides fiirie fell : 
And of the dreadiiill discord, which did drive 
The noble Argonauts to outrage fell, 
That each of life sought others to deprive, 
All mindlesse of the Golden Fleece, which made them strive. 

XXIV. 
And eke of private persons many moe,^ 
That were too long a worke to count them all ; 
Some, of swome friends that did their faith forgoe ; 
Some, of borne brethren prov'd unnaturall ; 
Some, of deare lovers foes perpetuall : 
Witnesse their broken bandes there to be seene, 
Their girlonds rent, their bowres^ despoyled all ; 
The moniments whereof there byding beene,^ 
As plaine as at the first when they were fresh and gre^ie. 

XXV. 

Such was her House within ; but all without, 
The barren ground was full of wicked weedes, 
Which she herselfe had sowen all about. 
Now growen great, at first of little seedes. 
The seedes of evill wordes and factious deedes ; 
Which, when to ripenesse due they growen aire, 
Bring forth an infinite increase that breedes 
Tumultuous trouble, and contentious iarre,* 
The which most often end in bloudshed and in warre. 

XXVI. 

And those same cursed seedes doe al§o serve 
To her for bread, and yeeld her living food : 
For li& it is to her, when others sterve ^ 

* Moe, more. * lane, jar. 

* Batores, chambers, dweltin^. * Stervef starye, die. 
' Byding hemu, are remaining. 
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Through mischievous debate ^ and deadly feood,' 
That she may sucke their life and drinke their blood, 
With which she finom her childhood had bene fed: 
For she at first was borne a[ hellish brood. 
And by infemall Furies nourished ; 
That by her monstrous shape might easOy be red.^ 

xxvn. 

Her face most fowle and filthy was to see, 
With squinted eyes contrarie wayes intended/ 
And loathly ^ mouth, uimieete a mouth to bee. 
That nought but gall and venim comprehended,^ 
And wicked wordes that God and man offended : 
Her l3ring tongue was in two parts divided. 
And both the parts did speake, and both contended; 
And as her tongue so was her hart discided,^ 
That never thoght one thing, but doubly stil was guided. 

XXVIII. 
Als® as she double spake, so heard she double, 
With matchlesse ^ eares deformed and distort, 
Fild with false rumors suid seditious trouble. 
Bred in assemblies of the vulgar sort, 
That still are led with every light report 
And as her eares, so eke her feet were odde. 
And much unlike ; th' one long, the other short. 
And both misplast ^^ ; that, when th' cme forward yode,^ 
The other backe retired and contrarie trode. 

XXIX. 

Likewise unequall were her handes twaine ; 

» DdMUe, ttrife. ▼ ZHseided^ cleft in two. 

* Feood, feud. » Jils, also. 

* Redy perceiyed. • Matehlegse, not malehed. 
« haended^ directed. ><> MispUsty mifplaced. 

* LtKUhh/f loathsome. ^^ Yode, went. 

* Comprehended, contained. 
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That one did reach, the other pusht away ; 
That one did make, the other mard againe, 
And sought to bring all thmgs unto decay ; 
Whereby great riches gathered manie a day, 
She in short space did often bring to nought, 
And their possessours often did dismay ^ : 
For all her studie was and all her thought 
How she might overthrow the things that Concord wrought. 

So much h^ malice did her might surpas, 
That even th' Almightie selfe she did maligne, . 
Because to man so meicifiill he was. 
And unto all his creatures so benigne, 
Sith ^ she herselfe was of his grace indigne ^ : 
For all this worlds faire workmanship she tride 
Unto his last conftision to bring, 
And that great golden chaine quite to divide, 
With which it blessed C!oncord hath together tide. 

XXXI. 

Such was that Hag, which with Duessa roade ; 
And, serving her in her malitious use * 
To hurt good Knights, was, as it were, her baude 
To sell her borrowed beautie to abuse : 
For though, like withered tree that wantetb iuyce, 
She old and crooked were, yet now of late 
As fresh and fragrant as the floure-deluce * 
She was become, by chaunge of her estate. 
And made full goodly ioyance to her new-found mate : 

XXXII. 
Her mate,® he was a ioUie"'^ youtlifuU Knight 

» Dismayy ruin. • Sith, since. * Jndigney unworthy. 

* Vse, habit, custom. » Floure-dduce, the iris, (Jlewr de lis^ Fr.) 

• Matey companion. ' /oHie, handsome. 
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That bore great sway in annes and chivalrie, 
And was indeed a man of mickle * might ; 
His name was Blandamour, that did descrie^ 
His fickle mind fidl of mconstancie : 
And now himselfe he fitted had right well 
With two companions of like qualitie, 
Faithlesse Duessa, and false Paridell, 
That whether were more false, fiill hard it is to tell, 

w 

XXXIII. 

Now when this gallant with his goodly crew 
From farre espide the famous Britomart, 
Like Knight adventurous in outward vew, 
With his faire paragon,^ his conquests part, 
Approching nigh ; eftsoones^ his wanton hart 
Was tickled with delight, and iesting sayd ; 
" Lo ! there. Sir Paridel, for your desart, 
Good lucke presents you with yond * lovely Mayd^ 
For pitie that ye want a fellow for your ayd," 

XXXIV. . 

By that the lovely paire drew nigh to hond : 
Whom whenas Paridel more plaine beheld, 
Albee ^ in heart he like auction fond,^ 

> MiekUy mach. * Fonii, yonder. 

* DescrUy discover. ' A&e&j although. 

' Paragon^ companion. "* Fand^ found, felt. 
^ EJUoones, immediately. 



XXXII. 4. — Blandanumr.'] Tins name means a flattering lover, 
Upton conjectures that he represents the Earl of Northumberland, 
who w*s associated with the Earl of Westmoreland (who, according 
to the same authority, is the prototype of Paridell) in a rebellion 
against Queen Elizabeth. 

XXXIII. 8. — Good lucke f Ac.} ' Grood luck presents you with 
yonder lovely maid, in pity upon you, because you want a companion 
to aid you.' 
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Yet mmdfuU how he late by one was feld ^ 
That did those armes and that same scutchion ^ weld,^ 
He had small lust * to buy his Love so deare, 
But answ^ed ; " Sir, him wise I never held, 
That, having once escaped perill neare, 
Would afterwards afresh the sleeping evill reare.^ 

XXXV. 

" This Knight too late his manhood and his might 
I did assay, that me right dearely cost ; 
Ne list I for revenge provoke new fight, 
Ne for light Ladies Love, that soone is lost." 
The hot-spurre youth so scorning to be crost, 
" Take then to you this Dame of mine," quoth hee, 
" And I, without your perill or your cost, 
Will chalenge ® yond same other for my fee." '^ 
So forth he fiercely prickt, that one him scarce could see. 

XXXVI. 

The warlike Britonesse her soone addrest, 
And with such uncouth ® welcome did receave 
Her fayned paramour, her forced guest, . 
That, being forst his saddle soone to leave, 

> Fdd^ thrown down. * Reare, rouse. 

* Scutchion^ device on the shield. * Chalenge, claim. 

' Wdd, wield, bear. ' Fee, property. 

^ laist, desire. " Uncovth, ugly. 



XXXIV. 5. — 3ame 8cuttkum.1 See book III. canto I. stanza IV. 

XXXV. 5. — The hot-spurre ytnUh."] Blandamour. This epithet is 
one of the reasons which leads Upton to think that the Earl of North- 
umberland is meant by Blandamour, Hotspur being the name given to 
young Percy in the reign of Henry IV., as every reader of Sh'akspeare 
knows. 

XXXVI. 3. — Her 'fayned paramour, &c.] * Her (that is Amoret's) 
feigned lover, or whb^ would feign be her lover, and who would force 
himself upon her as her guest or companion.* 



444 THE FA£BIE ^UEENE. B. IF. 

ICmselfe he did of his new Love deceave ^ ; 
And made himselfe th' ensample of his ibllie. 
Which done^ she passed forth, not taking leave. 
And left him now as sad as whilome ^ ioUie, 
Well warned to beware with whom he dar'd to dallie.' 

XXXVII. 
Which when his other companie beheld, 
They to his succour ran with readie ayd ; 
And, finding him unable once to weld. 
They reared him on horse-backe and upstayd. 
Till on his way they had him forth convayd : 
And all the way, with wondrous griefe of mynd 
And shame, he shewd himselfe to be dismayd ^ 
More for the Love which he had left behynd, 
Then ^ that which he had to Sir Paridell resynd. 

XXXVIII. 

Nathlesse he forth did march, well as he might. 
And made good semblance® to his companie, 
Assembling his (fisease and evill plight ; 
Till that ere long they chaunced to espie 
Two other Knights, that towards th^n did ply '' 
With speedie course, as bent to charge them new : 
Whom whenas Blandamour approching nie 
Perceiv'd to be such as they seemd in vew. 
He was full wo,® and gan his former griefe renew. 

XXXIX. 

For th' one of them he perfectly desciide 

^ Deeeave, cause to fiiil. * 7%eit| than. 

' Whilomef formerly. ' SemUaneej seemiiig, appearanoe. 

' DaUUf dally, trifle. ^ Phfj moye, come. 

^ Diamaydf grieved. > Wb, sad. 



XXXVII. 3. — Once to tDeld,1 Immediately to wield, or support 
himself. 
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To be Sir Scudamour, (by that he bore 
The god of Love with wings displayed wide,) 
Whom mortally he hated evermore, 
Both for his worth, that all men did adore, 
And eke because his Liove he wonne by right : 
Which when he thought, it grieved him full sore, 
That, through the bruses of his fonner fight, 
He now unable was to wreake his own despight. 

XL. 
Forthy ^ he thus to Paridell bespake ; 
^^ Faire Sir, of fi*iendship let me now you pray, 
That as I late adventured for your sake. 
The hurts whereof me now fix>m battell stay. 
Ye will me now with like good tume repay. 
And iustifie my cause on yonder Knight." 
" Ah ! Sir," said Paridell, " do not dismay ^ 
Yourselfe for this ; myselfe will for you fight, 
As ye have done for me : The left hand rubs the right," 

XU. 
With that he put his spurres unto his steed. 
With speare in rest, and toward him did fare, 
Like shaft out of a bow preventing ^ speed. 
But Scudamour was shortly well aware 
Of his approch, and gan himselfe prepare 

> Forthy^ therefore. * JHsrnay, disquiet. 

' Preventingy coming before, surpassing. 

XXXIX. 3.— 77l« god qf Love.l See book III. canto XI. stanza 
VII. The name of Scudamore comes from the Italian Scudo d'Anufref 
(shield of love.) Todd states that there was a family of that name 
which had the armorial bearings described in the text, and from which 
they deriyed their name. 

XL. 9. — 7%e left hand rubs the right."] A proverbial expression 
equivalent to ** One good turn deserves another." 

VOL. II. 38 
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EBm to receive with ent^tainment meete. 
So fiiriousty they met, that either bare 
The other downe under their horses feete, 
That what of them became themselves did scaisly weete.^ 

XUI. 
As when two billowes in the Irish sowndes, 
Forcibly driven with contrarie tydes, 
Do meete together, each abacke rebowndes 
With roaring rage ; and dashmg on all sides, 
That fiUeth aU the sea with fome, divydes 
The doubtfull current mto divers wayes : 
So fell those two m spight of both their prydes ; " 
But Scudamour himselfe did soone uprayse, 
And, mounting light, his foe for lying long upbrayes ^ : 

XLIII. 
Who, rolled on an heape, lay still in swound 
All carelesse of his taunt and bitter rayle ^ ; 
nil that the rest him seeing lie on ground 
Ran hastily, to weete ^ what did him ayle : 
Where finding that the breath gan him to fayle, 
With busie care they strove him to awake. 
And doit ^ his helmet, and undid his mayle : ' 
So much they did, that at the last they brake 
His slomber, yet so mazed ^ that he nothing spake. 

XLIV. 
Which whenas Blandamour beheld, he sayd ; 
" False feitour * Scudamour, that hast by slight'' 
And foule advantage this good Knight dismayd,^ 

^ Weete, know. '^ Mazed, amazed, confound!^. 

* Upbrayes, upbraids. • Faitour, yillain. 

' Rayle, railing. ^ Slight, sleight. 

^ Doft, took off. ^ Dismayd, subdued. 
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A Knight much better than thyselfe behight/ 
Well falles it thee that I am not in plight 
This day, to wreake the dammage by thee donne ! 
Such is thy wont, that still when any Knight 
Is weakned, then thou doest him ovenonne ^ : 
So hast thou to thyselfe &lse honour often wonne.'' 

XLV. 
He litde answer'd, but in manly hart 
His mightie indignation did forbears ; 
Which was not yet so secret, but some part 
Thereof did in his fix>unmg face appeare : 
Like as a gloomie cloud, the which doth beare 
An hideous storme, is by the northeme blast 
Quite overblowne, yet doth not passe so cleare 
But that it all the skie doth overcast 
With darknes dred, and threatens all the world to wast.^ 

XLVh 
" Ah ! gentle Knight," then false. Duessa sayd, 
" Why do ye strive for La£es love so sore, 
Whose cbiefe desire is love and friendly aid 
Mongst gentle Knights to nourish evermore ! 
Ne be ye wioth, Sir Scudamour^ theref&re. 
That she your Love list love another Knight, 
Ne do yourselfe dislike a whit the more ; 
For love is free, and led with selfe-delight, 
Ne will enforced be with maisterdome * or mi^t," 

^ BeMghty called, esteemed. ^ Wast, waste, desolate. 

' OvtrroniUf trample upon, subdue. ^ Maistardomef supenority. 



1 



XLIV. 5. — WeU falles it thee.'] It is well for you. 
XLVI. l.'-M! geiUU Knight, &c.] This is addressed to Blanda- 
mour. 
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XLVn. 

So fiJse Duessa: but vile Ate thus ; 
** Both fixdish Knights, I can but laugh at both, 
That strive and storme with stine outrageous 
For her, that each of you alike doth loth. 
And loyes another, with whom now she go'th 
In lovely wise, and sleepes, and sports, and playes ; 
Whilest both you here with many a cursed oth 
Sweare she b yours, and stirre up bloudie ftayes. 
To win a willow bough, whilest other weares the bayes.^ 

XLvra. 

** Vile Hag," sayd Scudamour, " why dost thou lye. 
And felsly seekst a virtuous wight to shame ? '' 
" Fond^ Knight,'' sayd she, *^ the thbg that with this eye 
I saw, why should I doubt to tell the same ? " 
"Then tell," quoth Blandamour, " and feare no blame; 
Tell what thou saw'st, maulgre ^ whoso it heares." 
" I saw," quoth she, " a straunger Knight, whose name 
I wote^ not well, but in his shield he beares 
(That well I wote ^) the heads of many broken spear^ ; 

XLIX. 

" I saw him have your Amoret at will ; 
I saw him kisse ; I saw him her embrace ; 
1 saw him sleepe with her all night his fill ; 
All, manie nights ; and manie by in place 
That present were to testifie the case." 
Which whenas Scudamour did heare, his heart 
Was thrild^ with inward griefe: As when in chace 
The Parthian strikes a stag with shivering ^ dart. 
The beast astonisht stands in middest of his smart ; 

^ Bayes, laurels. ^ fFote, know. 

' Fond, foolish. ^ T%rUd, pierced. 

' Maulgre, in spite of, I care not. ' Shivering^ quiyering. 



*■* 
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L. 

So stood Sir Scudamour when this he heaidi 
Ne word he had to speake for great diainayy 
But lookt on Glauci gnm^ who woxe afeard^ 
Of outrage for the words which she heard say, 
Albee^ untrue she wist' them by assay.^ 
But Blandamour, whenas he did espie 
His chaunge of cheere that anguish did bewray, 
He woxe fiill blithe, as ^ he had got ^ thereby, 
And gan thereat to triumph without yictorie. 

U. 

" Lo ! recreant,'' sayd he, ^' the fruitlesse end 
Of thy vaine boast, and spoile of love misgotten, 
Whereby the name of knight-hood thou dost shend, '' 
And all true lovers with dishonor blotten : 
All things not rooted well will soone be rotten." 
" Fy, fy, false Knight," then fidse Duessa cryde, 
^^ Unworthy life, that love with guile hast gotten ; 
Be thou, wherever thou do go (» ryde. 
Loathed of Ladies all, and of all Knights defyde 1 " 

LII. 
But Scudamour, for passing great despight. 
Staid not to answer ; scarcely did refraine 
But that m all those Knights and Ladies sight 
He for revenge had guiltlesse Glauci slaine : 
But, being past, he thus began amaine ^ ; 
" False traitour Squire, fidse Squire of falsest Knii^t, 
Why doth mine hand from thine avenge abstaine. 
Whose lord hath done my love this foule despight ! 
Why do I not it wreake on thee now in my might ! 

^ WbxB afeardf grew afraid. ^ Jis, as if. 

* Jilbee, although. * Got, gained. 

* fFitif knew. ' Shend, disgrace. 

^ Jissay, experience, knowledge. ' AmaiMf violently. 

as* 
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LIU. 

" Discourteous, disloyall ^ Britomart, 
Untrue to God, and unto man uniust ! 
What vengeance due can equall thy desart, 
That hast with shamefull spot of sinfiill lust 
Defil'd the pledge committed to thy trust ! 
Let ugly shame and endlesse infamy 
Colour thy name with foule reproaches rust . 
Yet thou, false Squire, his fault shall deare aby,^ 
And with thy punishment his penance shalt supply. 

LIV- 
The aged dame him seemg so enraged 
Was dead with feare ; nathlesse as neede requ&ed 
His flaming furie sought to have assuaged 
With sober words, that sufferance ^ desired 
Till time the tryall of her truth expjrred * ; 
And evermore sought Britomart to cleare : 
But he the more with fiirious rage was fyred, 
And thrise his hand to kill her did upreare, 
And thrise he drew it backe : so did at last forbeare. 



» 



* DisloyaUf unfaithful. ^ Sufferance, patience, endurance. 

' >Ahy, abide. * Expyred^ discovered. 



LIV. 1. — The aged dame, &c.J " *Tis very agreeable to poetical 
decorum, as well as a just punishment for Scudamore's jealous dispo- 
ntion, that Glauc^ leaves him thus in ignorance and doubt, till proper 
time and cireumntances discover, of themselves, the fidelity of Amo- 
ret." — Upton. 
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